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Summary

The fourth Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)iargl implementation
meeting on sustainable development was held ond12aDecember 2009 in Geneva. In
accordance with the multi-year programme of worktlod Commission on Sustainable
Development, the meeting assessed the region’srggegn implementing sustainable
development commitments in the thematic clustersrarisport, chemicals management,
waste management, mining and sustainable consumpmiod production patterns.
Delegates also addressed cross-cutting issuesrideajés between them, and reported on
the implementation of decisions taken by the Cormsimis at its seventeenth session. As a
basis for discussions, the ECE secretariat had apgdpa background note on the
aforementioned thematic clusters (ECE/AC.25/2009%8) contributions from various
partners in and outside the United Nations systémsluding the United Nations
Environment Programme; the secretariats of the IB&smvention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Bisposal, the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Proceflur€ertain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade, the Stockholmn¥@mtion on Persistent Organic
Pollutants; the Montreal Protocol on Substances Beplete the Ozone Layer; and the
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Mamagnt. The secretariat prepared two
background documents (ECE/AC.25/2009/4 and ECE/BR@9/5) on education for
sustainable development, one of the cross-cutSsges discussed. The outcomes of the
discussions are reflected herein.
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Overview

1. In preparation for the eighteenth session of them@@ssion on Sustainable
Development, member States of the Economic Comamis$or Europe (ECE) and
representatives of major groups, United Nationseigs and other international bodies met
in Geneva to review the ECE region’s progress iplémenting sustainable development
commitments and goals. The regional implementatimeting examined the following
thematic clusters: transport, chemicals managenvesdte management, mining and the
10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable @opson and Production Patterns.

2. The meeting focused on evaluating the progressewetii and the obstacles and
constraints remaining in each area, the priorfiieduture activities and strategies, and the
interlinkages between the thematic clusters angsecatting issues.

3. The background documentation and interventions raatlee meeting indicated that

progress in sustainable development differed dianitly from one subregion to another,

and that it was affected by economic, infrastruatand historical aspects that must be
taken into account in the regional and global nevie

4. While the thematic clusters had their distinct trades and priorities, some of the
cross-cutting issues and interlinkages had pasicidlevance in the region, including the
ongoing introduction and development of educatmnsiustainable development and work
on poverty reduction. These should be taken intmaat and further built upon during
discussions on next steps and ways forward for eftie clusters in the regional context.

5. Further progress in the areas discussed requirbdoad range of policies and
measures, including a mix of regulatory and volontpproaches and the engagement of
all stakeholders, including the private sectoisttengthen the work in partnership.

6. In addition, many participants stressed the spetigbortance of sustainable

consumption and production as it relates to theerotthematic clusters. Sustainable
consumption and production should therefore beidensd as a cross-cutting issue under
the other thematic clusters. Furthermore, it is racess derived directly from the

Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.

7. Participants commended the very active involvenwnthe major groups in the
meeting, in terms of both their attendance and tié¢ and engagement in the discussions.
They suggested that the Bureau of the CommissioSustainable Development explore
ways to ensure a more interactive dialogue withomgjoups during the eighteenth session
of the Commission.

8. The present summary by the two Chairpersons adereszme of the main issues
discussed at the meeting, including major trenttallenges and proposals for the way
forward in each thematic area.

Transport

9. The transport sector was acknowledged as one ofmier contributors to the
region’s economic development, as it supportedetrainployment and development. At
the same time, the sector also had significant radveffects on the environment, including
through the level of carbon dioxide emissions,dbesumption of fossil fuels, air and noise
pollution and the loss of land and biodiversityeTdector’'s impacts on the social aspects of
the region’s development, including health andtyafgere also considerable.

10. Participants noted that over the past several @s;agignificant efforts had been
made to promote the sustainability of transportt@egolicy and investment in both
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economic and environmental terms. Participants @&xged information on a number of
legal, policy and practical measures at the natiama local levels aimed at increasing
transport sustainability.

11. The importance of developing transport infrastrtetand services conducive to
sustainable development was highlighted. Thereawdisparity in the success of transport
sustainability efforts between the subregions, wituntries in Eastern Europe, the
Caucasus and Central Asia and South-Eastern Eufapi@g major infrastructure,
management and funding challenges. Participantedndhat with respect to the
development and application of global and regigudicies and programmes, the specifics
of individual subregions should be taken into actdhrough a differentiated approach.

12. There was general agreement that all modes of goapsincluding motorized
vehicles, rail networks, shipping and aviation,dlde considered to increase the sector’'s
sustainability. A multimodal approach to transpevas key to achieving this goal.
However, this would require further investmentrnifrastructure, for instance to modernize
ports, standardize freight containers and impraves|between various modes of transport.
The advantages of speed rail transport developwerg also underlined.

13. Many participants noted that a reduction in the ofeunsustainable modes of
transport, in particular private vehicles, was iegglito reduce the sector’s environmental
impacts. A number of examples of efforts to achisweh reduction were provided. Better
use of spatial planning to reduce mobility needd fatilitate sustainable transport was
seen as a strategic approach. Participants calledtrfategies combining different polices
and measures for avoiding transport where poséiteexample, through teleconferencing,
other technical solutions and better urban desam) for better coherence between
infrastructure investment and spatial planning.

14. A shift to cleaner transport modes was needed. Antba other effective measures
identified were: (a) promoting non-motorized meanfstransport such as walking and
cycling; (b) developing supporting infrastructurecluding safety measures; and (c)
strengthening public transport systems. A targetiaidt of freight and passenger traffic
from roads to rail could be achieved through a mfxeconomic incentives for and
investment in railway infrastructure.

15. A number of participants stressed the importandaradvation in promoting cleaner
technologies and fuels, noting that the ECE redjiad made significant progress with the
reduction of per-vehicle emissions of gaseous paiiis and particulates. At the same time,
the level of overall emissions remained high du¢ht overall increase in the number of
vehicles. A strategic approach to the introductiboleaner and more efficient vehicles was
needed at the regional and national levels. Thoasllshinclude proactive innovation policies
that support research in alternative fuels andifa tehmore efficient technologies, such as
electric, hybrid and fuel cell vehicles. Howevegn® participants raised concerns
regarding the production and use of biofuels, du¢heir impact on land use and to the
small quantities produced.

16. Voluntary initiatives of the private sector coultb@ contribute to progress. One

example was the voluntary commitment of the roashdport industry to reduce carbon

dioxide emissions by 30 per cent by 2030, througfestments in vehicle technology,

driver training and innovative logistic concept$ielgreater involvement of ECE countries
in global initiatives such as the Partnership féead Fuels and Vehicles and the Global
Fuel Economy Initiative, which promoted technolayyd knowledge exchange, was seen
as beneficial in this regard.

17.  While the development and market introduction téralative fuel vehicles helped to
reduce carbon dioxide emissions from transport, atilability of no-carbon electricity
was one of the areas in which participants call@dpblicy action. In that connection,
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energy production methods and energy efficiencyramsport needed to be considered,
along with improvements in vehicle technology amiastructure management.

18. Several speakers noted that sustainable transplutioms should be tied to the

opportunities afforded by the current economicigrifor example by orienting stimulus

packages towards the development of sustainabliécpdnsport infrastructure. Economic

tools such as stimulus packages and business imegntas well as disincentives (for

example, kilometre charges for vehicles) and therimalization of external costs needed to
be applied to promote sustainable transport models.

19. Participants noted that subregional and regionapemation was important for
building sustainable transport infrastructure, potimg multi-country infrastructure
planning and developing common infrastructure saamsl Exchanges of experience and
technology transfer to less developed countrighénregion with respect to such issues as
sustainable transport infrastructure were also seg, in particular for areas with specific
transport challenges, such as mountainous regions.

20. Participants voiced their support for the Transpbigalth and Environment Pan-
European Programme, through which the key challengechieving sustainable transport
patterns were being addressed. The programme waseakouraging national and local
Governments to pursue an integrated approach toypwdking and was helping to put
sustainable mobility at the forefront of the int&tional agenda.

21. Finally, a number of speakers highlighted the ingmace of public awareness and
educational initiatives aimed at promoting and lfe@ting behavioural change. These
included increased non-motorized transport andipubdnsport use, especially in urban
areas.

Chemicals M anagement

22. The meeting noted that the chemical industry hgdifstant economic importance
for many ECE countries, with Western Europe, theditan Federation, the United States of
America and Canada ranking among the largest cla¢mpioducers in the world. With the
consumption and production of chemicals contindmgrow globally, the sector’s impact
on the environment and social considerations inBG#&E region made sound chemicals
management one of the key priorities. The goal bé& tlohannesburg Plan of
Implementation to minimize the adverse effects ledrnical production on human health
and the environment by 2020 therefore held pasdicsignificance for the region.

23.  While chemicals were an important driver of ecormmrowth and a source of
support for livelihoods, participants recognized #mormous danger posed by chemicals in
the absence of sound chemicals management, whisttevesidered to be a key component
of corporate social and environmental responsjbditd an important factor in sustainable
development.

24. The meeting identified a number of critical chafjes for sound chemicals
management: (a) increasing chemical manufacturimy wse, in particular in developing
countries; (b) increasing product development anddyction; and (c) growing food
production, accompanied by corresponding increaseshemical fertilizer and pesticide
usage. In the ECE region, additional challengessvparsed by legacy chemicals, such as
lead paints and asbestos, and by hazardous weese si

25. Many participants stressed the adverse impact eblete chemicals, in particular

obsolete persistent organic pollutants and pesticidn human and animal health and the
environment. They emphasized the need to raisematienal awareness of this issue and to
discuss it during the current cycle of the Comnaissin the basis of reports from the Food
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and Agriculture Organization of the United Natioasd other relevant organizations,
agencies and institutions.

26. Many participants highlighted the need to decreatsemicals use in agriculture
through sustainable agricultural practices, inipaldr organic farming, and to soundly
manage the use, transportation and storage of chtmi

27. At the policy level, sound chemicals managementccoe efficiently addressed by
chemicals management being included in nationalasable development and poverty
reduction strategies as well as country assistatregegies. The meeting emphasized the
linkages between the goals of eradicating poventy ensuring the sound management of
chemicals. Participants also underlined that thmesaules and safety standards for
chemicals production and management should beeabipliall parts of the world.

28. Inview of the continuing increase in the productand use of chemicals, as well as
the introduction of new ones, a number of partiotpaconsidered it likely that global

regulation of chemicals of concern would be neededthe future. Hence, further

development and possible expansion of global chamiconventions would need to be
undertaken. Certain persistent organic pollutangsewnow regulated globally, but other
chemicals of concern were not. Participants comrmeérile decision to being negotiations
on a global convention on mercury.

29. The meeting recognized the need for more internati@ooperation to increase
knowledge and access to information with respet¢héopresence of hazardous substances
in products, such as electronic equipment and tmyd, to reduce risk during their handling
and disposal. Participants acknowledged that tlierrmation needed to conduct risk
assessments was lacking for many chemical-contpipitoducts now available on the
global market.

30. The meeting reiterated the importance of furtheimglementation of the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management, iamportant framework for
strengthening capacity for sound chemicals managethat narrowed the capacity gap
between the developing and the developed worlds.m&eting recognized that through the
Strategic Approach, significant progress had beeadenagainst the 2020 goal. The
objectives of the Strategic Approach should beirath through partnerships between
Governments and major groups, including the privagetor, labour, the academic
community and non-governmental organizations. A amajemaining challenge for
implementing the Strategic Approach was to secustamable long-term financial
resources. Regional meetings and coordination nmésing had played and would continue
to play an important role in helping regional staddelers advance the process. Participants
highlighted the linkages between the Strategic Apph and the Commission, pointing out
that the two processes could mutually reinforceneatber in efforts to achieve the 2020
goal.

31. To achieve the 2020 goal, including through impletimgy global chemicals
agreements, strong political commitment and financésources were needed. However,
the broad, cross-sectoral scope of sound chemicatagement meant that there was no
single solution for financing its implementationarious funding partners and solutions
were necessary. Participants acknowledged the ungeed to explore the role of the
private sector in providing financial support foetsound global management of chemicals.

32. The meeting noted the importance of implementing €lobally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicaitel recommended adopting a global
system of recognizing and communicating risks aamhids.

33. A number of participants informed the meeting abeatk under way in countries
and organizations to find safer alternatives tawbals that posed a risk. They stressed the
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need to make this knowledge available to countifegransition and to developing
countries. The meeting welcomed initiatives to ioy@ product stewardship by industry.

34. The meeting acknowledged in particular the voluntaitiatives of the International
Council of Chemical Associations, for example thesponsible Care Global Charter and
the Global Product Strategy as essential contohstito the Strategic Approach and as
improving the sound global management of chemichilsvelcomed the plans of the
International Council to (a) establish a base deharzard and exposure information
adequate for conducting safety assessments ofhathicals in commerce; (b) improve
global capacity to implement best assessment pesctand management procedures,
especially in developing countries; (c) share rahdvproduct information with co-
producers, Governments and the public; and (d) nmafloeemation on chemicals publicly
available through the Council’'s Global Product &igg information technology portal.

35. The meeting took note of efforts by many countifeghe region to advance sound
chemicals management through new horizontal legsiahat covered the registration,
evaluation, authorization and restriction of cheatdaising a life cycle approach. European
Union legislation, for instance, could be splitorg number of self-standing modules that
could be of interest to countries when they creategir own chemicals legislation.
Responsibility had shifted from Governments haviogprove risks to manufacturers,
importers and downstream users having to ensuteéhbasubstances they developed, used
and placed on the market did not harm human healthe environment.

36. The meeting emphasized the importance of the ptieceury approach in reducing
chemical risk. In particular, the need for continsgeassessment and risk management of
currently registered pesticides (for example, gferand disposal of pesticides) and the
review of new pesticides was highlighted. Managamgl reducing the risk of industrial
chemicals could be achieved by setting strict dbms on the production, processing, use,
import or disposal of a new chemical before it ezdeinto commerce, and also on the
significant new use of an existing chemical. A coel@nsive set of data and information
about a chemical should be made available to remsland users before that chemical was
sold in accordance with the “no data, no markel&.rWith respect to nanoscale materials,
steps needed to be taken to assess their risks.

37. Delegates stressed the importance of public acoeis$ormation on chemicals (the
“right to know”). Companies should be obliged to kmgpublicly available data on the
health and environmental effects of produced oroirigal chemicals. Databases on toxic
chemical releases should also be made availabiketgublic and be reported annually.
Furthermore, public access to information shouldroeeased through public notices and
meetings. In the ECE region, the Protocol on PalitRelease and Transfer Registers to
the Convention on Access to Information, Publictiegration in Decision-making and
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (AarBosivention) had entered into force on
8 October 2009. It was the first such legally bimgdiinternational instrument to enable
access to information and information-sharing oenaizals and could serve as a model for
other regions.

38. With regard to capacity-building, the meeting retiagd the usefulness of sharing
good practices. It noted the role of cleaner prtidnccentres in building capacity for sound
chemicals management.

Waste M anagement

39. The meeting recognized the significant impact thaste and hazardous waste had
on the environment, human health and security. &antegrated waste management was
therefore among the key preconditions for sustadndbvelopment. It was also required for



ECE/AC.25/2009/2/Add.1

the achievement of the Millennium Development Gpaisparticular the sanitation-and
health-related targets. The ECE region was amoagriajor generators of waste globally,
with the amount of waste continuing to increasthaalgh the rate of increase differed from
country to country and between subregions.

40. Participants noted that significant progress hadnbmade in many parts of the
region through the implementation of global andioegl multilateral environmental
agreements. Waste policies in the European UnidnNorth America had been successful
in moving from addressing landfill use to tacklimgste prevention efforts and waste
recovery operations. However, the success of sotbigs had been diminished owing to
overall economic growth, which in turn had resulireihcreased waste generation.

41. With this increase across the region, a policytstufvards a resource-efficient
economy, including a shift from waste managemergustainable material management,
was required. This would necessitate strong imtealjes to sustainable consumption and
production approaches and policies that took ioctmant the life-cycle approach.

42. Participants underlined the importance of promotingear waste hierarchy with the
following features:

(@) Prevention should be the first and optimal soluti®nevention strategies
should be based on the “polluter pays” principhelude extended producer responsibility
and be addressed using a life-cycle product mamegeapproach beginning in the design
phase;

(b)  Unpreventable waste should be recycled. To fatlitéhis approach,
separation as well as separate collection of watsteld be put into practice;

(c) Energy recovery in the waste recycling processcctn@ another means of
effective resource use after reuse or recycling;

(d) Disposal should be restricted as much as possibleaste that could not be
reused or recycled. Legislative and regulatory messwere required to restrict landfills of
recyclable and in particular, biodegradable wasi@ @ limit waste combustion (with the
exception of specific categories such as medicateya The treatment of waste (for
example, biodegradation) was seen as a good soltmioreducing the waste going to
landfills.

43. Many participants highlighted the important roleattHocal authorities played in
waste management policymaking and implementatiod, emphasized the social aspects
that needed to be addressed, such as the low statusrkers in the waste sector and the
health hazards linked to garbage collection by woared children.

44. Awareness-raising and education, in particular twabée consumers to sort

household waste, as well as legislative, permitimgl financial instruments, were of

crucial importance if the above objectives werdeoreached. Many participants noted the
cross-cutting role of promoting sustainable consiionpand production.

45. The meeting discussed particular categories of evstt posed challenges across
the region. These included:

(@) Electronic waste, the generation of which was ohé¢he fastest growing
segments of the waste stream. Concerns were nitédirto the challenges this trend posed
for waste management and recycling. The trade @ export of e-waste to developing
countries and countries with economies in transitior reuse, recovery and recycling,
sometimes at facilities that did not operate urgtasnd environmental and heath safety
conditions, was also a major issue. In this regtmel,global workplan on electronic waste
recently adopted under the Basel Convention pravideway forward for international
policy on the environmentally sound managementwhste;
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(b)  Along-term strategy was needed to deal with raatiea waste, which posed
specific challenges in the region due to the irtenase of radioactive materials, including
in the energy, military and research areas. Tramafon of radioactive waste required
stricter international regulation. A life cycle appch to radioactive products should also be
considered at the policy level;

(c) Plastic waste disposal, including in the oceanse@oa very significant
problem, not only for human health but also for thed chain and wildlife. There was a
need to address the issue at the global level;

(d)  Similarly, organic waste reuse had not been seffity addressed in
international forums. Failure to separate biodegipdal waste had led to greenhouse gas
emissions from landfills. Experiences in some @& thgion’s countries demonstrated that
organic waste collected separately at the sourcdddoe used to produce high-quality
compost or energy through fermentation with cordgthuwcomposting. The latter could
contribute to soil fertility and reduce the impaotsclimate by averting methane emissions
and sequestering carbon in the soil.

46. Many speakers addressed life cycle product managemeting that synergies
should be strengthened at the international lewelthie ongoing work on chemicals
management under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockbohwventions. Work on life cycle
chemicals management under the Strategic Approachinternational Chemicals
Management was considered to be of particular agle.

47. Participants from some countries with economiesramsition reported particular
challenges in waste management. Production of waske rising owing to improving
economic conditions in those countries and thdiamee on natural resource extraction.
Those countries were also suffering from the acdatiin of hazardous waste (for
example, radioactive, military and industrial waatel obsolete pesticides) generated in the
past. Specific programmes and technologies werdatkt® safely treat and finally dispose
of that waste. Legal ownership of the stockpilesl@¢mot be clearly established, and many
of the countries did not have the financial or téchl capacity to address the issue.

48. Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asiafaded particular difficulties in
ensuring the separation of waste, in particular inipal and hazardous waste, and the
separation of packaging waste. Countries did ne¢ la&cess to modern recycling and reuse
technology or to equipment for waste collection drahsportation, or for treatment of
electronic or other specialized waste. In this régséhey required assistance to improve
national legislation and develop national hazardaaste minimization and management
plans. Technical assistance, particularly in thenfof experience-sharing and the transfer
of up-to-date waste management technology, wapedial importance for the subregion.

V. Mining

49. The meeting acknowledged the important contributitbrmining to society, as it
provided essential materials and was the sourcallabw materials. The importance of
mining varied across the ECE region, with the sebiing of great importance to the
economies of several countries. Participants nttetithe region’s mines were among the
deepest and most efficient in the world, and thatas a leading global supplier of mining
technology.

50. At the same time, mining had considerable adveifeete on the environment and
society. The main environmental concerns wereedlad water use and quality, waste rock
dumps, tailings storage areas and hazardous matefiae main social concerns were
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related to land acquisition, indigenous peoples antural heritage, and labour and
working conditions.

51. Participants noted that the principal challengenmire sustainable mining was to
transform mineral resource potential while at thene time creating sustainable benefits,
addressing social needs and protecting the enveEahmMining could and should
contribute to sustainable development, but the strgjuneeded to address environmental
and social concerns and promote measures to cl&stteg benefits. Among the main
environmental considerations were land use planniagte management, ecosystem risk
management and mine closure and rehabilitationaddition, good governance, with
transparency and accountability, was an essentialeguisite for sustainable mining
practices and for the adoption of corporate soeiatl environmental responsibility
approaches.

52. Opportunities for sustainable mining were growimgthe region, with increased

exploration, improved available data, newer techbgiels and changed economic
conditions. The meeting noted the intention of cnantry to develop, for the nineteenth
session of the Commission, a policy proposal onctireribution of mining to sustainable

development. In the ECE region, the countries aft&dastern Europe and Central Asia
faced the greatest challenges in terms of sustieimaiming.

53. The meeting agreed that good practices in mininguired multi-stakeholder
consultation and dialogue, which, in turn, called greater transparency, efforts to make
information accessible to decision makers and ttwader public, and a commitment to
ensuring corporate social responsibility and emhbmpenvironmental stewardship. With
respect to environmental concerns, good practicesuld include environmental
assessments throughout the entire life cycle, tengr monitoring, and protection and
enhancement of biodiversity and land. Long-term npiag, including strategic
environmental assessment, at all stages was thlsayccessful outcomes.

54. The meeting took note of a number of initiative®moting sustainable mining.

These included the Resource Endowment Initiativel éime European Commission
guidance on development of mining activities in Megtura 2000 Networking Programme.
Several activities had been undertaken at ECE tiread specific problems related to
mining activities. Safety guidelines and good pras for tailings management facilities
had been developed in 2008 under the ECE Conventiothe Transboundary Effects of
Industrial Accidents and Convention on the Protectiand Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes. The guidelswported efforts by Governments
and stakeholders to limit the number of accidentsiings management facilities and the
severity of their consequences for human health taedenvironment. Recognizing the
many benefits associated with the coal mine methacavery, ECE, with support from the
Environmental Protection Agency of the United Staaéd in close cooperation with the
Methane to Markets Partnership, had launched arpmoge in 2004 to promote best
practices and provide technical assistance in ptgnmlesigning and financing coal mine
methane projects.

55. In the framework of the Environment and Securititidtive, several projects had
been launched to assess the security risks ofgailsites in South-Eastern Europe and
Central Asia.

56. At the global level, the Intergovernmental ForumMiming, Minerals, Metals and
Sustainable Development had been established iB g0@mprove, enhance and promote
the contribution of mining to sustainable developtm&he Forum was working to develop
a policy framework for mining that would be deligdrto the Commission in 2011.

57. Participants noted that improvements in the mirdgagtor required particular efforts
by the mining industry and the involvement of otlkey stakeholders. The International
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Council on Mining and Metals had been established glatform for industry and other

key stakeholders to share experiences and develafionis based on sound science and
sustainable development principles. Furthermore, Eliropean Technology Platform on

Sustainable Mineral Resources had been establisbedtrengthen minerals sector

technology and minimize its footprint.

58. Regarding the measures needed to avoid the spgetaliother regions of mining
impacts on environment and human health, sevehalieoes were proposed, including: (a)
the adoption of national integrated raw-materialiges; (b) the application of integrated
cross-sectoral approaches to land-use managengttie(promotion of a more sustainable
raw materials supply within countries; and (d) sapgor innovation and competition for
investment by mining companies.

59. Participants stressed the need for effective aficiaaft approaches to the funding of
mine closures, in particular to ensure the enviremial safety of closed mines.
Strengthening certification systems in the miningctsr and encouraging extractive
companies to consider self-regulation would contgbto sustainable development and
poverty eradication. Mechanisms should be estadigh promote capacity-building, the
exchange of experiences, the identification andedisnation of best practices and the
creation of an appropriate knowledge base on minersources. The need to better
integrate biodiversity conservation goals into owadil mineral extraction plans was also
highlighted.

10-Year Framework of Programmes on Sustainable
Consumption and Production Patterns

60. Discussions on this theme built upon the outconfeth® preparatory meeting on
sustainable consumption and production for thetfouegional implementation meeting.
That informal regional meeting, held on 30 NovemB6609, had been organized by the
United Nations Environment Programme with the suppé ECE. Meeting participants
recognized that sustainable consumption and pramydh addition to being an important
priority for the ECE region, was both an overarghobjective of, and a prerequisite for,
sustainable development. The need to support aadgthen the broad range of ongoing
activities and policies contributing to sustainabdemsumption and production and to build
subregional, regional and international cooperati@s highlighted. This was especially
important given the scale of the undertaking rezjdione to decrease the negative impacts
of current consumption and production patterns. Tfermal meeting also helped to
identify areas for further programmes and policfes sustainable consumption and
production, whose design and implementation coudd dupported by the 10-Year
Framework of Programmes on Sustainable ConsumptidrProduction Patterns.

61. Participants in the informal meeting also recogaizinat the promotion of
sustainable consumption and production and the emehtation of a future 10-year
framework of programmes could support a shift freen economy and should also play a
key role in supporting social development and thdfililnent of the Millennium
Development Goals.

62. During the meeting, participants reviewed somehefchallenges and achievements
relating to the shift to sustainable consumptiod anoduction. Practical experience had
shown that a move to sustainable consumption aodugtion could: (a) deliver important
social benefits; (b) enable countries, companigb @mmunities to “do more and better,
with less”; and (c) increase net welfare gains flesanomic activities by reducing resource
use and depletion as well as pollution.
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63. During the discussions, participants noted thafoast to promote sustainable
consumption and production could be a powerfulddoeturning environmental and social
challenges into business and employment opporégnifs shift to sustainable consumption
and production could also create greener and mererd jobs and support poverty
alleviation. This potential should be more cleadynmunicated to all stakeholders.

64. Many participants highlighted the importance angemncy of developing a common
vision, a strategy, clear targets and a time frianémplementing sustainable consumption
and production activities. This would help to supipihe transition to an eco-efficient
economy and to bridge the gaps between developidgralustrialized countries.

65. Participants recognized that promoting and implemgnsustainable consumption
and production required innovative policies, withbalanced mix of instruments and
incentives (regulatory, voluntary, economic ancdl}, as these instruments might not
work effectively if they were applied individuallyRolicy packages should also address
environmental and social impacts across the wihi@eycle of products. Close cooperation
between stakeholders was necessary, including kaeystmes (environment, finance,
industry and social affairs), to ensure the intégraand coherence of policies and
programmes.

66. Examples of the following effective policies andgtices for promoting sustainable
consumption and production were mentioned: (a)cpdi for integrated pollution and
prevention control; (b) legislation promoting ecesiyn for energy use and energy-related
products; (c) environmental labelling; and (d) airsble public procurement. Participants
presented national strategies and action planasfiog on education guidelines and toolkits
for national campaigns and awareness-raising wispect to sustainable consumption and
production. A number of participants emphasizedithgortance of green and sustainable
public procurement and its potential to accelethageshift to sustainable consumption and
production, given that Governments were themseilwegor consumers of goods and
services.

67. Many countries in the region had been active inMlagrakech Process, launched in
response to the decision on sustainable consumatidrproduction taken in Johannesburg
in 2002 at the World Summit on Sustainable DeveleptmWithin the Marrakech Process,

several topics had received particular attentidioiong the creation of task forces on such
topics as education for sustainable consumptiory amstainable lifestyles, tourism,

products, buildings and construction and procurémBms was a good indication of what

many countries considered to be the key sectgrig®r policy instruments that should be
addressed under the 10-Year Framework of Programmes

68. Challenges highlighted by participants included: lfaw to address the “rebound
effect”, by which growing consumption had been trigping efficiency gains and

technological improvements; (b) how to work moréeetively on the demand side to
reorient consumers’ behaviour and purchasing ckpi¢e) evaluating and internalizing
external short- and long-term costs of productiand (d) the need to go beyond a
“business-as-usual’ approach to achieve the shiftstistainable consumption and
production.

69. Participants also highlighted the need to: (a)ngftieen the work on the scientific
knowledge base for policy and action relating tstaimable consumption and production;
(b) accelerate technological leapfrogging; and ésjablish regional and subregional
platforms for collaboration.

70. Many participants supported the development andleémentation of a 10-year

framework, recommending that it be ambitious anchmase: (a) a declaration outlining a
common vision for all countries regarding the néegromote sustainable consumption
and production, with a defined framework for prograe fields, overall goals in each field
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and an implementing structure; and (b) a serigg@jrammes for sustainable consumption
and production, with specific objectives and timenfes, means of implementation, sectors
and actors.

71. A number of participants highlighted the need ttalelish funding mechanisms to
support the delivery of these programmes.

72. The following priority areas for work on sustainaldonsumption and production
and for inclusion in the 10-Year Framework werepgmsed: (a) production processes; (b)
sustainable products (including support for ecagigs (c) sustainable consumption and
living; (d) financial incentives and policies tocemirage public and private investment in
sustainable consumption and production; (e) thevigian of more science-based
knowledge, including by drawing on the work of tiidernational Panel for Sustainable
Resource Management; (f) assistance in designidgnaplementing national strategies and
action plans; and (g) horizontal strategies at tHdferent governmental and
intergovernmental levels to integrate sustainablgsamption and production policies into
sustainable development strategies and plans. f@gp@rogrammes under the 10-Year
Framework could be defined in each of these fidhdsticipants also identified a number of
priority sectors: mobility and transport, housinglaonstruction, food, waste management,
sustainable cities and sustainable tourism.

73. One participant mentioned that the 10-Year Framkwsitould be much more
comprehensive and systematic than the list of sogienerated through the Marrakech
Process. In this regard, it was important to lehenpriorities of all countries in the process
leading up to the nineteenth session of the Coniomsand to define how and by whom
the programmes making up the 10-Year Framework dvdnd implemented. A related
guestion was how existing regional or subregionatanable consumption and production
programmes could be scaled up.

74. Other key points raised included: (a) the imporéanaf applying corporate
environmental and social responsibility; (b) theador policies and incentives to promote
innovation by the private sector and other stal@dmsl for sustainable consumption and
production; and (c) the need to bolster existingarficial mechanisms to encourage
investment for the shift to sustainable consumpéind production.

75. Education for sustainable consumption, as part dfication for sustainable
development, was also recognized as a key obijetttateshould be supported by the future
10-Year Framework of Programmes. Participants @sommended using the roadmap on
education for sustainable consumption developedhbyMarrakech Task Force to guide
implementation of education programmes.

Cross-Cutting I ssues, I nterlinkages and | mplementation of
Decisions made by the Commission at its Seventeenth Session

Progressin implementing the decisions made by the Commission at its
seventeenth session

76. The meeting noted the importance not only of faegsin the upcoming session of
the Commission, but also of tracking progress & ithplementation of the policy-related
decisions of the Commission at its seventeenthimessonsequently, participants
exchanged information on national and internatiomativities in the current cycle.
Successful examples were presented, such as: €a)uktainability and stewardship
programmes; (b) research in the area of agricultaygtems and sustainability; (c)
programmes aimed at strengthening urban-rural §jekpand (d) national-level sustainable
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development work with key stakeholders, such asndéas, forest managers, non-
governmental organizations and local Governments.

77. Participants mentioned a number of internationaitiatives that supported
implementation of Commission’s decisions, includihg Global Partnership on Nutrient
Management and the World Food Summit process. Aergovernmental platform on
biodiversity and ecosystem services had been setoupddress desertification and
biodiversity loss. With regard to Africa, concrefgartnerships between regional
organizations and the African Union were being fmxlion specific priority areas such as
climate change, peace and security, and the promofiscience and research.

Cross-cutting issues and interlinkages

78. The meeting highlighted the importance of interligks between the thematic
clusters, noting the improved implementation of fwicy options that built upon the
resulting synergies. Participants pointed out thtiter than isolating individual substantive
issues on the Commission’s agenda, policies sHoaifibcused on the interlinked nature of
sustainable development.

79. Mining, transport, sustainable consumption and petidn and waste management
were major stages in the life cycle of materiald aneas that had many potential impacts
on human health, employment and the environmerthignrespect, participants noted that
sustainable transport played an important rolensugng effective communications, trade
and migration, while having the lowest possible actpon the environment. Also, the safe
production and use of chemicals was vital to ptitgchuman health and worker safety.

80. Eradicating poverty, protecting and managing natuesources and changing
unsustainable patterns of production and consumptiere the three main cross-cutting
sustainable development concerns that requirechtigggion to protect the planet’s human
and environmental capital. Countries had adopteainge of specific goals and targets to
tackle these issues of concern, and had made samgeeps in managing them direct. While
some participants felt that sustainable, “greerdwgh was a driving force for sustainable
development, others saw the concept of sustairgbleth as being incompatible with the
objective of reducing overall resource use.

81. Participants emphasized the importance of improeidgcation, especially given its
cross-cutting nature. They also noted the impontale of ongoing national and regional
work on education for sustainable development iresking the issues under the thematic
clusters. By incorporating sustainable developntaatnes into the formal education of
youth, and by influencing adults and communitiestigh informal education and non-
formal means, such as vocational training and dgphailding, education for sustainable
development could act as a key instrument for engping sustainable societies. A number
of participants stressed the important role of thnited Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development and the ECE Strategy foucaitbn for Sustainable
Development. The meeting took note of successfairgtes in the application of education
for sustainable development to promote sustainadohlsumption and production.

82. Participants underlined the importance of poliche@nce and of incorporating the
cross-cutting themes into national and regionalasnable development strategies, country
poverty reduction strategies and assistance pragesnm
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83. Finally, participants considered that coherenceushbe maintained between the
work of the Commission and a number of importardbgl multilateral environmental
agreements and processes, and that further commerahd coordination between
international institutions and multilateral envirental agreements should be promoted.
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