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2010 DRAFT GENERAL POLICY QUESTIONS

Note by the secretariat
	Summary
This note prepared by the secretariat as requested by the Executive Body at twenty-sixth session in 2008 (ECE/EB.AIR/96, para 80 (b)) contains general policy questions. Their purpose is to provide further information that will enable the secretariat to analyse the current situation regarding air pollution abatement in the region, and to provide information to the Executive Body, the Parties to the Convention and the general public. A general policy review is undertaken every four years, as decided by the Executive Body at its twentieth session in 2002. The protocol related questions of the 2010 draft questionnaire are included in document ECE/EB.AIR/2009/12.
The 2010 draft general policy questions have been reviewed and revised by an ad hoc group of experts since 2006, which was the date of the last questionnaire with a general policy section.


I.
INSTITUTIONAL, REGULATORY AND STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK

1. Question 1: Please describe the division of responsibility within your country for measures to combat air pollution (i.e. the roles of national, provincial, and State authorities).

2. Question 2: Please provide details of your country’s ambient air quality and deposition standards, programmes and policies by completing the table below.   

Table 1: Question 2
	
	Standard (unit) /conditions1
	Status2/objectives3
	Policy and programme/legislation (ref)

	1. Ambient air quality standards
	
	
	

	Sulphur dioxide 
	
	
	

	Nitorgen dioxide-nitrogen oxides 
	
	
	

	Ozone 
	
	
	

	Particulate matter10
	
	
	

	Particulate matter2.5
	
	
	

	Total suspended particulates
	
	
	

	Carbon monoxide
	
	
	

	Lead
	
	
	

	Cadmium
	
	
	

	Mercury
	
	
	

	Arsenic
	
	
	

	Nickel
	
	
	

	Benzene
	
	
	

	Benzo(a)pyrene
	
	
	

	Dioxins/furans
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	

	2. Deposition standards
	
	
	

	Acidification
	
	
	

	Eutrophication
	
	
	

	Heavy metals
	
	
	

	Persistent organic pollutants (POPs)
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	


1What are the conditions for these standards (e.g. yearly values, 8-hour averages, etc.)?

2 What is the status of the quality standards: limit values, target values, etc.?
3What is their aim (e.g. health, vegetation, etc.)?
3. Question 3:
(a)
Does your country apply a multi-pollutant management approach? If so, please describe this;
(b)
Are climate change and air pollution policies integrated in your country? Please give specific examples of programmes or technologies that address the co-benefits of reducing air pollution and greenhouse gases;
4. Question 4:

(a)
To what extent does your country’s air pollution policy address other (environmental) policies and other environmental media (e.g. fresh water, sea water, soil, waste, indoor air)? Please provide details;
(b)
To what extent do other policies take air pollution into account (e.g. industrial development, nature policy, spatial planning, financial policy, toxic substances policy)?.
II.
INDUSTRIAL SECTOR

5. Question 5: Please provide information on non-technical measures in your country for addressing the control of emissions from the industrial sector:
(a)
Please describe the programmes and measures (whether mandatory or voluntary) that are in place in your country to address emissions from the industrial sector, including their potential impacts and positive or negative effects. These could include programmes to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy and energy conservation, programmes for reducing emissions from existing sources, financial assistance schemes, labelling schemes, classification of environmental preferability, product substitution, etc.; 
(b)
Does your country have in place any economic instruments for this sector? If so, please describe your country’s most important economic instruments (e.g. tax incentives, fees, charges, subsidies, credit guarantees and low interest loans) and market-based programmes    (e.g. emission trading programmes);
(c)
What innovative and alternative approaches, if any, are you using to control emissions from this sector?.
III.
TRANSPORT SECTOR

6. Question 6:  Please provide information on non-technical measures in your country for addressing the control of emissions from the transport sector.
(a)
Please describe the programmes and measures (whether mandatory or voluntary) that are in place in your country to address emissions from the transport sector including their potential impacts and positive or negative effects. These could include financial assistance schemes to promote public transport, labelling schemes, traffic management schemes, use of electrical vehicles, cleaner fuels, etc.;
(b)
Does your country have in place any economic instruments for this sector? If so, please describe your country’s primary economic instruments (e.g. tax incentives, fees, charges, subsidies, credit guarantees and low interest loans) and market-based programmes (e.g. road pricing programmes);
(c)
What innovative and alternative approaches, if any, are you using to control emissions from the transport sector?.
IV.
ENERGY SECTOR
7. Question 7: Please provide information on non-technical measures in your country for addressing the control of emissions from the energy sector. 

(a)
Please describe the programmes and measures (whether mandatory or voluntary) that are in place in your country to address emissions from the energy sector including their potential impacts and positive or negative effects. These could include programmes to promote energy efficiency, renewable energy and energy conservation, financial assistance schemes, labelling schemes, energy performance coefficients for buildings and housing, etc.;
(b)
Does your country have in place any economic instruments for this sector? If so, please describe your country's primary economic instruments (e.g. tax incentives, fees, charges, subsidies, credit guarantees and low interest loans) and market-based programmes (e.g. emission trading programmes)?;
(c)
What innovative and alternative approaches, if any, are you using to control emissions from the energy sector?.
V.
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

8. Question 8: Please provide information on non-technical measures in your country for addressing the control of emissions from the agricultural sector. 
(a)
Please describe the programmes and measures (whether mandatory or voluntary) that are in place in your country to address emissions from the agriculture sector including their potential impacts and positive or negative effects. These could include good agricultural practices, programmes to promote energy efficiency (greenhouses), renewable energy and energy conservation, programmes for reducing emissions from stables, financial assistance schemes, labelling schemes, etc.;

(b)
Does your country have in place any economic instruments for this sector? If so, please describe your country's primary economic instruments (e.g. tax incentives, fees, charges, subsidies, credit guarantees and low interest loans) and market-based programmes (e.g. emission trading programmes);

(c)
Are there any programmes in your country that promote organic farming or consuming products from organic farming?;
(d)
What innovative and alternative approaches, if any, are you using to control emissions from the agriculture sector?.
VI.
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND MONITORING
9. Question 9: Please provide information related to air pollution in your country on research, development and monitoring; on the exchange of technology; and on information to the general public. Provide websites where relevant documentation is available.
(a)
Please provide information on activities undertaken with a view to encouraging research, development and monitoring; 
(b)
To what extend is your research, development and monitoring activities linked to international activities?;

(c)
In what language is the information on research, development and monitoring available?.
VII.
EXCHANGE OF TECHNOLOGY
10. Question 10: Please provide information on exchange of technology in your country: 
(a)
Please provide information on measures taken to create favourable conditions to facilitate the exchange of information on technologies and techniques;
(b)
How does your country actively promote the exchange of technology internationally?;

(c)
In what language is the information on exchange of information on technologies and techniques available?.
VIII.
INFORMATION TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC
11. Question 11:

(a)
Please provide information on the process for public participation in developing legislation and strategies related to air pollution in your country; 

(b)
Please indicate whether your country has a programme that alerts citizens to days when poor air quality is predicted. If so, please describe it; 

(c)
Please provide information about the way in which the general public is informed about air pollution policy in your country; 
(d)
In what languages is the information to the general public available?.
IX.
PARTICIPATION IN THE WORK OF THE CONVENTION AND STATUS OF RATIFICATION OF THE PROTOCOLS
12. Question 12:
Please provide information on your country’s current participation in the technical and scientific work under the Convention and the status of ratification of the Protocols, by completing the tables below. 
Table 2: Question 12
(a) Participation in the technical and scientific work under the Convention

	1. International Cooperative Programmes (ICPs) under Working Group on Effects1/
	Participation

	(a) ICP Waters
	

	(b) ICP Vegetation
	

	(c) ICP Forests
	

	(d) ICP Materials
	

	(e) ICP Integrated Monitoring
	

	(f) ICP Mapping and Modelling
	

	2. Technical and scientific groups2/
	

	(a) Task Force on Emission Inventories and Projections
	

	(b) Task Force on Measurements and Modelling
	

	(c) Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling
	

	(d) Expert Group on Techno-economic Issues
	

	(e) Network of Experts on Benefits and Economic Instruments
	

	(f) Task Force on Hemispheric Transport of Air Pollution
	

	3. Other task forces and expert groups2/
	

	(a) Task Force on Health
	

	(b) Task Force on Reactive Nitrogen
	

	(c) Task Force on Heavy Metals
	

	(d) Task Force on POPs
	


1/ Please indicate with A = active, meaning taking part with one or more monitoring sites, or P=passive, meaning taking part without sites, N = not taking part

2/ Please indicate with R = regularly, O = occasionally or N =never
(b) Ratification of protocols

	Protocol
	Ratification1/ 
	Potential obstacles to ratification and needs for assistance2/
	Timescale for ratification 3/

	1. EMEP Protocol4/
	
	
	

	2. 1985 Sulphur Protocol
	
	
	

	3. Nitrogen Oxides Protocol 
	
	
	

	4. Protocol on Volatile Organic Compounds
	
	
	

	5. 1994 Sulphur Protocol
	
	
	

	6. Protocol on Heavy Metals
	
	
	

	7. Protocol on POPs
	
	
	

	8. Gothenburg Protocol5/
	
	
	


1/ Indicate with Y if you have ratified this Protocol or N if you have not yet ratified.

2/ If not yet ratified

3/ If not yet ratified, please provide details of the timescale within which your country intends to ratify the Protocol
4/ 1984 Geneva Protocol on Long-term Financing of the Cooperative Programme for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Long-range Transmission of Air Pollutants in Europe
5/ 1999 Gothenburg Protocol to Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone
X.
APPLICATION OF BEST AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES TO MOBILE AND STATIONNARY SOURCES
13. Question 13: 
Please describe how your country applies best available techniques (BAT) to mobile sources and to each new or existing stationary source with regard to the Gothenburg Protocol obligations and taking into account guidance documents I to V adopted by the Executive Body at its seventeenth session (decision 1999/1).
Comment by the secretariat: The Executive Body decided at its twenty-seventh session that the above question 13 be better placed in the first part of the questionnaire (ECE/EB.AIR/2009/12) between questions 45 and 46. Therefore, in the on-line questionnaire, the question 13 has been moved and renumbered as question 45 bis. 
XI.
FEEDBACK ON THE QUESTIONNAIRE
14. Question 14: 
Have you encountered difficulties in answering this questionnaire, whether technical or interpretative? Please use the table below to provide further details.

Table 3: Question 12

	Question no.
	Problem
	Suggestion for improvement
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