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Introduction 

1. The fifth meeting of the Executive Committee of the Ad Hoc Preparatory Working 
Group of Senior Officials (WGSO) for the preparation of the Sixth Ministerial Conference 
�Environment for Europe� (Belgrade Conference), to be held in Belgrade on 10�12 October 
2007, took place in Geneva on 14�15 (a.m.) February 2007.  

2. The following members of the Executive Committee participated: Hungary (Ms. Alojzia 
Lakosné Horvath), Italy (Mr. Massimo Cozzone), Kyrgyzstan (Ms. Baglan Salymambetova), 
the Russian Federation (Mr. Alexander Pankin), Serbia (Mr. Miroslav Spasojevic, Mr. Mihailo 
Djukic and Ms. Tea Terzic), Sweden (Mr. Jon Kahn), Switzerland (Mr. Jürg Schneider and Mr. 
Robert Lamb) and the United States (Mr. John Michael Matuszak and Mr. Chuck Ashley).  

3. Participating as observers were the Chair of the UNECE Committee on Environmental 
Policy (Mr. Zaal Lomtadze), the Co-Chair of the OECD Task Force for the Implementation of 
the Environmental Action Programme (represented by Ms. Aziza Nasirova), the Chair of the 
Project Preparation Committee (Mr. Rodney Matthews, accompanied by Mr. Craig Davies), the 
Chair of the Council for the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (Ms. 
Sylvi Ofstad Samstag, accompanied by Ms. Ivonne Higuero), representatives of the Presidency 
of the European Union (Mr. Bert-Axel Szelinski, Ms. Silvia Reppe and Mr. Luis Veiga Da 
Cunha), representatives of the European Commission (Mr. Claude Rouam and Ms. Annika 
Agerblad), a representative of European ECO-Forum (Ms. Victoria Elias) and representatives 
of the Regional Environmental Centres (Ms. Marta Szigeti Bonifert and Ms. Oreola Ivanova-
Nacheva).  

4. The following observers were present under agenda item 2, �Overview of activities 
proposed by partners for the agenda of the Belgrade Conference�: Armenia (Ms. Ruzan 
Davtyan), Belgium (Mr. François André), Kazakhstan (Mr. Alzhan Braliyev), The former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Mr. Dejan Panovski and Ms. Gordana Kozuharova), 
Uzbekistan (Ms. Irina Bekmirzaeva), the World Bank (Mr. Grzegorz Peszko and Mr. Ronald 
Hoffer), the UNECE Sustainable Energy Programme (Mr. Gianluca Sambucini) and the Energy 
Charter Secretariat (Mr. Tudor Constantinescu). The list of participants is available at 
http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/ExecomMeetings.htm. 

http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/ExecomMeetings.htm
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5. Mr. Miroslav Spasojevic (Serbia) chaired the meeting. 

I. ADOPTION OF THE MEETING AGENDA 

6. The Chair opened the meeting and the Executive Committee adopted the provisional 
agenda as set out in Working Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/1. 

II. OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES PROPOSED BY PARTNERS 
FOR THE AGENDA OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 

7. The Executive Committee considered the drafts of proposed category I and category II 
documents for the Conference. To facilitate the discussion, the UNECE secretariat in 
cooperation with the partners in the �Environment for Europe� process had updated the 
document on the overview of activities proposed by partners for the Conference (Working 
Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/2) and had prepared a list of the proposed category I and 
category II documents (annex to Working Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/2). 

8. Following the discussion by the third meeting of the WGSO and the recommendation by 
the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee, the partners in the �Environment for Europe� 
process had submitted the drafts of the proposed category I documents for consideration by the 
Committee. In addition to the earlier proposed category I documents, a few new documents 
were put before the Committee. 

9. The Committee considered the proposed category I documents in detail and provided 
comments to their authors attending the meeting for this agenda item. The Committee suggested 
revising several documents, inter alia to make them less technical and more appropriate for 
policymakers, as well as to provide a less prescriptive text. The Committee recommended that 
documents exceeding the agreed length of 8,500 words be revised by putting some of the 
information into addenda and/or splitting the documents into a short document for policymakers 
and a background document, as appropriate.  

10. Regarding the draft document on the Central Asian Initiative for Sustainable 
Development: Progress and Prospects, the Committee recommended considerably revising 
both the substance and the language of the document to meet the criteria of a document for 
action by the ministers (signature, endorsement, approval, adoption, discussion).  

11. Concerning a new document proposed by the Regional Environmental Centres of 
Central Asia, Moldova and the Russian  Federation, on Prospects foro Environmental 
Cooperation in the EECCA Region and Renewal of the �Environment for Europe� Process: An 
Independent View from the EECCA Region, the Committee recommended that it be submitted 
to the Conference as an information paper (i.e. a category III document). The Committee agreed 
that the draft provided interesting analytical information, but expressed concern regarding the 
structure and language of the document. It pointed out that an �independent view� could not 
meet the criteria of a document for action by the ministers.  
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12. With regard to the document on Public-Sector Participation in the Energy Efficiency 
Equity Fund, presented by the UNECE Energy Efficiency 21 project, the Committee requested 
that the document be revised to focus on raising the awareness of the environment ministers 
about this innovative financing mechanism. Concerning the documents presented by the Energy 
Charter Secretariat (ECS), the Committee recommended that, in addition to the Statement on 
Energy Efficiency and the Environment, the ECS prepare an executive summary (as a proposed 
category I document) of its background document on Progress of Energy Efficiency Efforts for 
consideration by the next meeting of the WGSO. 

13. The Committee agreed that the documents proposed so far should be further revised by 
their authors in line with the comments and guidance received and then be submitted for final 
approval by the WGSO at its fourth meeting (30 May � 1 June 2007).   

14. Following the decisions by the WGSO and the recommendations by its Executive 
Committee, the secretariat had prepared the draft outline of the Synthesis Report and the draft 
template for the summaries (Working Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/3). The Executive 
Committee considered the proposal for the Synthesis Report and recommended that it be 
renamed to better reflect its nature as a compilation of summaries of the category I and II 
documents for the Conference. The compilation of summaries should provide the ministers with 
a user-friendly and concise overview of these documents in order to facilitate their preparation 
for and work at the Conference.  

15. With regard to the draft template for the summaries, the Committee recommended 
deleting the �key message� subsection of the �key findings� section and approved the proposed 
template for the summaries. The Committee requested that a compilation of summaries of 
proposed category I documents be prepared for the next meeting of the WGSO and asked the 
concerned partners to submit the summary(-ies) of their category I document(s), using the 
template, to the UNECE secretariat by 1 March 2007.  

16. Given that most of the proposed category II documents could not be ready by 1 March 
and that therefore the preparation of a summary by that date would be difficult, the Committee 
recommended that the partners involved in preparing the category II document(s) submit one-
page summary(ies) using the template to the UNECE secretariat by 1 May 2007 so that these 
could be compiled for consideration by the WGSO. In addition, the Committee requested that 
final (to the extent possible) drafts of the category II documents be submitted to the WGSO for 
reference as needed. The deadline for submission of these drafts to the UNECE secretariat was 
set as 1 May 2007.  

17. The WGSO approved the document on "Organizational issues for the Belgrade 
Conference" (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/5) at its second meeting in June 2006. In accordance with 
the Committee�s recommendations, a revised overview of major deadlines appears in annex I of 
this report. 
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III. THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE 

18. Following the request of the Executive Committee, the secretariat had prepared the first 
draft of the provisional agenda for the Belgrade Conference (Working Paper 
WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/4) in accordance with the agreed draft outline of the Conference 
agenda (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/2, annex I) and taking into account the discussions at the third 
meeting of the WGSO and the fourth meeting of the Executive Committee.  

19. The Committee welcomed the basic format of the draft provisional agenda for the 
Conference, but recommended that efforts be made to strengthen the content of the session on 
partnerships. Furthermore, there should be a stronger focus on Central Asia as one of the 
UNECE subregions. Once the provisional agenda has been revised to reflect the comments and 
guidance received, it will be submitted to the fourth meeting of the WGSO for consideration 
and approval. 

20. In addition, the secretariat will prepare an informal paper proposing a tentative 
organization of work at the Conference for discussion by the WGSO. 

IV. THE BUDGET REQUIRED FOR THE CONFERENCE AND 
THE PREPARATORY PROCESS 

21. The secretariat presented the paper on the revised provisional estimates of resource 
requirements (Working Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/5), which had been prepared following 
the decisions by the WGSO at its third meeting and on the basis of inputs received from the 
host country and the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC-
CEE). 

22. Concerning the UNECE core budget, the secretariat expressed gratitude to the member 
States that had made contributions, namely Austria, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Romania, Switzerland and the United Kingdom, as well as those that had expressed 
interest in contributing, namely the European Commission and Finland. While most of the core 
resources have been met, additional funds are needed to cover the participation in the 
Conference of the representatives from countries eligible for financial support. The secretariat 
confirmed that the estimated budget includes the participation of one NGO representative per 
country from the EECCA and SEE subregions, subject to the availability of funds. 

23. The Chair, on behalf of Serbia, informed the meeting about the status of the host 
country budget. He specially thanked the donors (Sweden, the Netherlands and Norway) for 
their assistance in the host country�s preparations for the Conference. As there is still a financial 
gap, further contributions from donors would be much appreciated.   

24. The representative of Italy informed the meeting that his country had provided 
contributions to the REC-CEE to support the preparation of documents for the Conference. 
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25. The updated information on the status of the budget and the resource requirements for 
the Conference will be submitted to the fourth meeting of the WGSO for consideration.  

V. THE �ENVIRONMENT FOR EUROPE� COMMUNICATION PLAN 

26. The secretariat informed the Committee of the initial actions taken to implement the 
communication plan for the Belgrade Conference (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/13), which had been 
adopted at the third meeting of the WGSO. The Chair briefed the meeting on the 
communication activities carried out by the host country, including meetings with diplomatic 
missions in Belgrade, involvement of the private sector, organization of side events and 
interactions with the media. The secretariat and the host country would provide further 
information on the implementation of the communication plan at the fourth meeting of the 
WGSO. 

VI. THE MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 

27. The secretariat presented the document on possible elements for the draft ministerial 
declaration for the Conference (Working Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/6), which had been 
developed following the request of the Committee at its fourth meeting. The Chair thanked the 
members of the Committee who had provided comments in the preparation of this document 
and re-emphasized that the Belgrade Declaration should focus on a limited number of issues 
covered in the agenda. 

28. As the Drafting Group would hold its first meeting back-to-back with the Committee�s 
fifth meeting, the Committee agreed to leave the discussion of the possible elements for the 
draft declaration to the Drafting Group.2 The Committee recommended that the fourth meeting 
of the WGSO not hold negotiations on the draft Ministerial Declaration, but that it consider 
�The Way Forward� part of the Declaration and start the discussion on the future of the 
�Environment for Europe� process.  

VII. THE STATUS OF PREPARATIONS BY THE HOST COUNTRY 

29. The Chair had provided information on this issue during the discussions on the host 
country budget and the communication activities. Updated information on the host country 
preparations would be provided at the fourth meeting of the WGSO. 

 
2 The first meeting of the Drafting Group was held on 15 (p.m.)�16 February 2007. The Drafting Group considered 
the secretariat�s paper with possible elements for the Ministerial Declaration and suggested a number of additional 
issues for inclusion. It invited delegations to submit comments to the secretariat by 15 March 2007 on the revised 
version with possible elements for the Ministerial Declaration circulated at the end of the meeting. This paper and 
comments on it are available at the website http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/DGMeetings.html. The 
negotiations on the Declaration are expected to continue at the second and third meetings of the Drafting Group, 
scheduled for 2�3 July 2007 and 30�31 August 2007, respectively.  

http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/DGMeetings.html
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VIII. THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP OF SENIOR 
OFFICIALS AND THE SIXTH MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

30. The fourth meeting of the WGSO would take place in Geneva on 30 May � 1 June 
(a.m.) 2007, back-to-back with the fourteenth session of the Committee on Environmental 
Policy (29 May 2007). The sixth meeting of the Executive Committee would take place on 1 
June (p.m.) 2007, back-to-back with the fourth meeting of the WGSO. The Chair presented the 
draft agenda for the fourth meeting of the WGSO (Working Paper WGSO/EXECOM-5/2007/7) 
for comments by the Committee and requested the secretariat to revise it in light of the 
discussion. An updated schedule of preparatory meetings for the Belgrade Conference appears 
in annex II of this report. 

IX. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

31. The Chair thanked the Executive Committee for the constructive discussion and closed 
the meeting. 
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Annex I 

Revised summary of major deadlines 

Registration Deadline for submission  

Government delegations (to the UNECE secretariat) 1 July 2007 

Intergovernmental organizations (to the UNECE secretariat) 1 July 2007 
Non-governmental organizations (European ECO-Forum will submit the 
list of NGO delegations to the UNECE secretariat) 1 July 2007 

Other major groups (to the UNECE secretariat) 1 July 2007 

The media (to the host country secretariat) 1 September 2007 

Category I documents Deadline1 for submission to 
the UNECE secretariat 

Final draft(s) of documents to be translated and reproduced by the 
Conference Services Division of UNOG 1 March 2007 

Final draft(s) in three languages (English, French and Russian) (for 
posting on the official website of the WGSO and reproduction by UNOG) 1 May 2007 

Category II documents  

Documents� final title(s), nature and authors (for compiling the list of 
Category II documents for approval by the WGSO) 1 March 2007 

Translation, reproduction and delivery of sufficient numbers2 of copies 
to Belgrade (for dissemination at the Conference), as well as submission 
of the electronic versions to the UNECE secretariat (for posting on the 
Web)

14 September 2007 

Compilation of summaries  

Summary of category I document(s), by filling in the approved template 
(for preparation of the compilation of summaries for approval by the 
WGSO)  

1 March 2007 

The summary of category II document(s), by filling in the approved 
template (for preparation of an additional compilation of summaries for 
approval by the WGSO)

1 May 2007 

Side events and exhibition Deadline for submission to 
the host country secretariat 

Completed registration forms for side events and exhibition 1 May 2007 

 
 

                                                 
1 With the exception of the EEA Belgrade assessment and the EAP Task Force EECCA Strategy report. 
2 Subject to decision by the WGSO. 



 
 

 

 

EC
E/C

EP/A
C

.11/EX
EC

O
M

/2007/1 
Page 9 
A

nnex II 

Annex II 
Updated schedule of preparatory meetings for the Belgrade Conference  

Committee on Environmental Policy 
(CEP) 

Ad Hoc Preparatory Working Group of Senior 
Officials (WGSO) Executive Committee of the WGSO  Drafting Group for preparing the Ministerial 

Declaration 
Twelfth session, Geneva, 10�12 
October 2005 

First meeting, Geneva, 
12�13 October 2005  

First meeting (organizational), Geneva,  
13 October 2005  --- 

--- --- Second meeting, Geneva, 
24 February 2006  --- 

Bureau meeting, Geneva, 
28 June 2006 

Second meeting, Geneva, 
29�30 June 2006 (a.m.) 

Third meeting, Geneva, 
30 June 2006 (p.m.) --- 

Thirteenth session, Geneva,  
9�11 October 2006  

Third meeting, Geneva,  
12�13 October 2006 

Fourth meeting, Geneva, 
13 October 2006 (p.m.) --- 

Bureau meeting, Geneva, 
13 February 2007  --- Fifth meeting,  

14�15 (a.m.) February 2007  
First meeting, 
15 (p.m.)�16 February 2007 

Fourteenth session of CEP, 
Geneva, 29 May 2007  

Fourth meeting, Geneva, 
30 May � 1 (a.m.) June 2007 (all documentation 
and organizational arrangements completed)  

Sixth meeting, Geneva, 
1 (p.m.) June 2007 --- 

--- --- --- Second meeting, 
2�3 July 2007 

--- --- --- Third meeting, 
30�31 August 2007 

--- Fifth meeting, Belgrade,  
6�8 October 2007  

If required, the seventh meeting will be 
held back-to-back with the fifth meeting of 
the WGSO 

If needed, the fifth meeting of the WGSO will 
finalize the draft Ministerial Declaration 

�ENVIRONMENT FOR EUROPE� MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE, Belgrade, 10�12 October 2007 

Fifteenth session, Geneva, 2008 --- --- --- 

***** 
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