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The GAP Forum is an informal partnership which brings together major international 
bodies, in the governmental and non-governmental fields, to support development of air 
pollution management at the regional scale and to foster interest and co-operation in 
hemispheric and global air pollution issues.  Along with UNEP, LRTAP is one of its 
leading partners. 
 
The Forum has consistently supported the work of the Convention under its ‘Outreach’ 
programme, including its efforts to promote links with other regional networks, to 
develop co-operation in particular with Central Asia, and to explore opportunities to open 
the Convention more widely to parties outside the ECE region. It has sought to reinforce 
this programme through its own activities. 
 
This report covers the activities of the Forum specifically relevant to the Convention 
during 2007.   It also comments on the Convention’s current programme on ‘outreach’ 
and draws attention to a number of further steps in that area which it hopes the 
Convention will consider. 
 
 
Recent Activities 
 
The Forum is concerned to increase public and political awareness of the importance of 
co-operation among regional air pollution networks and of hemispheric and global air 
pollution issues.   One particularly important element here is the opportunity for the 
Convention to make available its long experience and relatively substantial technical 
resources to newer networks in other regions, particularly in the developing world, so that 
those networks can take account of it and draw upon it as appropriate in developing their 
own programmes. 
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With this is mind the Forum published a report during 2007 (Tackling Regional, 
Hemispheric and Global Air Pollution:  The Potential Role of the UNECE Convention on 
Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, attached)  which sets out the case  for action in 
this area, and makes recommendations on some of the ways in which it might be pursued. 
 
The principal intended audience for the report was political and public interests within 
UNECE member states.   The report was then submitted (as a category 2 document) to 
the Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” in Belgrade in October.   It is now 
on the Forum’s website, and is intended to be circulated widely.   Comments and 
suggestions on the content would be welcome.    
 
At the Ministerial Conference the Forum also sponsored a side-event, at which the 
Executive Body Chairman spoke, to draw attention to long-range transport of air 
pollution and opportunities for co-operation among regional networks. 
 
More generally, through the year the Forum has pursued its major programme on 
“Mitigating the Impact of regional Air Pollution on Health, the Environment and 
Economic Development in the Developing World.”  This has three main elements, 
including promotion of inter-governmental networks, policy development and consensus-
building, and promotion of co-operation and harmonization of scientific and technical 
good practice between regional networks. 
 
On the development of inter-governmental networks the Forum has been pleased to be 
associated with significant steps in the development of regional networks in Africa and in 
Latin America.   On technical co-operation and harmonization of good practice, the 
Forum has now completed a scoping and feasibility review of opportunities in the various 
stages in the regional air pollution assessment and management process, including 
monitoring, assessment of impacts on health, crops and corrosion, and integrated 
assessment.   This review builds upon the successful project on harmonization of 
emission inventories which the Forum recently completed, and to which representatives 
of LRTAP made an invaluable contribution. 
 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
For the future, the Forum very much welcomes the Executive Body’s continued 
commitment to its outreach programme, which is clearly in line with the changing nature 
and distribution of international air pollution problems. 
 
The Forum has noted that it has been suggested that the Executive Body should not now 
continue to actively seek formally to open the Convention to a wider range of parties.   
The Forum recognises the practical and legal considerations which have led to this view, 
but hopes that it will remain a longer-term aspiration, to be pursued as opportunities 
allow. 
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Meanwhile the Forum would wish to draw attention to a number of other steps to which it 
hopes the Executive Body will give support: 
 

- It is understood that the parties to the Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention 
of Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for South Asia have 
recently expressed a wish to co-operate with LRTAP in a joint programme on air 
pollution impacts on crops and food security.  This appears to the Forum to be an 
important initiative in an area of great and increasing significance. 

 
- Technical co-operation and harmonization between regional networks is an area 

where the contribution of LRTAP will be of particular significance in view of the 
depth of its experience and capacities.   As the Forum’s work programme in this 
area is widened it is hoped that the Convention’s subsidiary bodies will be in a 
position to make an appropriate contribution. 

 
- The LRTAP Secretariat has made a valuable contribution to the development of 

liaison and co-operation among secretariats of the various regional networks and 
it is hoped that the clear scope for carrying this further can be pursued.   
Meanwhile it may be timely to consider periodic meetings between Chairmen and 
leading representatives of networks.  Such contacts, formal and informal, are 
clearly likely to become increasingly important as bi-lateral issues and 
hemispheric and global pollution acquire steadily increasing significance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


