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Introduction 
 
1. The seventh meeting of the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment was held in 
Geneva, Switzerland, on 3–5 May 2006.  
 
2. It was attended by representatives of the following countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Kazakhstan, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. 
 
3. Representatives of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the International 
Water Assessment Centre (IWAC) and the World Health Organization’s Collaborating Centre 
for Groundwater Quality Assessment and Protection (hosted by the British Geological Survey) 
also attended the meeting. 
 
4. Representatives of the following organizations also participated: Scientific Information 
Centre of the Interstate Coordination Water Commission (Uzbekistan) and ECORES 
(Azerbaijan). Mr. Rainer Enderlein attended at the invitation of the secretariat. 
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I.   ORGANIZATIONAL AND PROCEDURAL MATTERS 
 
5. Ms. Lea Kauppi (Finland), Chairperson of the Working Group, opened the meeting and 
welcomed the participants. 
 
6. The Working Group adopted its agenda as contained in document 
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2006/1. 
 
7. The Working Group adopted the report of its sixth meeting held in Bratislava on 18-20 
May 2005 (MP.WAT/WG.2/2005/2). 
 
 

II.   STRATEGIES FOR MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT OF 
TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS 

 
A.   Draft strategic guidance for monitoring and assessment of transboundary waters 

 
8. Ms. Lea Kauppi recalled the steps taken to prepare the draft strategic guidance and in 
particular the decision taken at the last meeting to entrust an editorial group with the finalization 
of the draft. 
 
9. Mr. Rainer Enderlein, chairperson of the editorial group, presented the draft strategic 
guidance (ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2006/3). He underlined that the document only contained 
general strategic aspects for both decision makers (in particular in chapters I to V) and 
monitoring and assessment experts (in particular in chapters VI to VIII). For examples of good 
practices and specific recommendations for countries in transition, it was necessary to refer to 
the report of the Workshop on joint monitoring and assessment of shared water basins, including 
early warning and alarm systems, under the Convention’s project Capacity for Water 
Cooperation (see http://www.unece.org/env/water/cwc/monit_assess.htm).  
 
10. Besides suggesting a number of editorial changes to the English and Russian versions, 
the Working Group agreed that: 
 

(a) The title of the English document should be “Draft strategies for monitoring and 
assessment of transboundary rivers, lakes and groundwaters”. The title of the Russian version of 
the document should be revised as suggested by Russian speaking participants; 

 
(b) To balance quantity and quality aspects of monitoring, a number of additions 

were to be included in the text;   
 
(c) Paragraph 13 should be revised to include river basins that were not linked to 

oceans (i.e. those linked to lakes or which did not drain to a water body); 
 
(d) Reference to natural pollution or reference conditions should be included, 

possibly in paragraph 75; 
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(e) The document should stress the need for the results of assessments of shared 
waters to be comparable in the riparian countries. To this end a paragraph should be added either 
in section B of chapter VII or in chapter III. 
 
11. The Working Group endorsed the document with the agreed changes and entrusted the 
secretariat, with the assistance of the editorial group, to finalize it and submit it for adoption by 
the Parties at their fourth meeting (Bonn, Germany, 20-22 November 2006).  

 
 

B.   Technical guidance for monitoring and assessment of transboundary waters 
 

12. Mr. Jos Timmerman (IWAC) presented a draft version of the inventory of existing 
technical guidance, tools and examples of monitoring and assessment practices published 
worldwide. 

 
13. The representatives of UNESCO and Finland informed the Working Group on guidelines 
developed in the framework of their activities.  
 
14. The Working Group agreed that the inventory was not exhaustive and that in particular 
reference to technical guidance in Russian was missing. To complete it, all Working Group 
members were invited to send information on existing technical guidance, including an expert 
judgement, to Mr. Timmerman. Mr. Timmerman was entrusted with the finalization of the 
inventory for submission to the Parties at their fourth meeting. It was agreed that the inventory 
would be available on-line on the IWAC website by the fourth meeting of the Parties. 
 
 

III.   PILOT PROGRAMME ON MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT 
 

A.   Pilot projects on transboundary rivers 
 
15. Mr. Pavol Čaučík (Slovak Republic) reported on the status of the pilot projects on 
transboundary rivers. He noted: 
 

(a) The implementation phase of the pilot project on the Maros/Mures River was 
ongoing. In 2005, upon a proposal by its working group on water quality, the Romanian-
Hungarian Committee on Transboundary Water Management adopted a new regulation on water 
quality monitoring based on the recommendations of the preparatory phase of the pilot and in 
line with the EU Water Framework Directive (EU WFD); 

 
(b) The preparatory phase of the pilot project on the Morava River had been 

completed. The implementation phase had been delayed due to changes in the project team on 
the Slovakian side. Thus the evaluation meeting with the participation of the Pilot Project team 
and decision makers, formerly planned for January 2005, had not yet taken place; 

 
(c) The Bug River pilot project was beginning its implementation phase with the 

preparation of two new projects with funding from the European Union. The first project aimed 
to establish a joint monitoring system in the Bug river basin in accordance with the 
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recommendations of the pilot preparatory phase and in accordance with the EU WFD. The 
second project aimed to create a trilateral Commission on the Protection and Water Management 
of the Bug River basin; 

 
(d) The final report of the preparatory phase of the Ipel/Ipoly pilot project, on water 

management issues and recommendations for the improvement of monitoring and assessment 
activities, would be published before the fourth meeting of the Parties; and, 

 
(e) The report of the Latorica/Latoritza-Uh/Uzh pilot, including water management 

issues and recommendations for the improvement of monitoring and assessment activities, was 
under preparation but would be published after the fourth meeting of the Parties. 
 
16. The Working Group stressed that having the final report of the Ipel/Ipoly pilot project 
printed and available at the fourth meeting of the Parties would be extremely beneficial for the 
implementation of the results of the project. The Working Group therefore urged the project 
participants to finalize the report in good time and entrusted IWAC to investigate the possibility 
to cover the printing costs. 
 
 

B.   Pilot projects on transboundary groundwaters 
 

17. Mr. Čaučík also reported on the status of the pilot projects on monitoring and assessment 
of transboundary groundwaters. He noted: 
 

(a) For the Aggtelek-Slovak Karst groundwater pilot project, the report on water 
management issues and recommendations for improvement of monitoring and assessment 
activities was under preparation. Its finalization was planned for the end of 2006. Ongoing and 
future activities under the pilot project included the preparation of groundwater vulnerability 
maps, flow modelling and tracing tests. The final project report would be presented to the 
Slovak-Hungarian Transboundary Commission, together with a proposal to extend the pilot to 
other groundwater bodies shared by the two countries; 

 
(b) In the framework of the Bug groundwater pilot project, the three riparian 

countries had submitted a project proposal to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) (“Bug 
SUMTAS project” - Sustainable Use of the Mesozoic Transboundary Aquifer System). Among 
the objectives of the proposal were the implementation of the groundwaters guidelines and the 
EU WFD. Two other project proposals for EU funding were under development focusing on the 
Bug groundwater body. The first one aimed at implementing transboundary monitoring activities 
between Poland and Ukraine; the second focused on building the capacity of Polish and 
Ukrainian experts in groundwater monitoring. 

 
(c) Slovakia had developed an assistance project on transboundary groundwater in 

Kazakhstan. The project aimed at: (i) assessing the state of groundwaters, both in terms of 
quality and quantity, in selected transboundary regions of Kazakhstan; (ii) identifying 
groundwater management issues; (iii) specifying information needs and design a stepwise 
groundwater monitoring programme and assessment methods; and (iv) building capacity of 
monitoring experts. The inception of this project had been delayed due to a procedural problem 
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in drawing up an agreement between the two countries. The obstacle had been overcome recently 
and the agreement was to be signed in the near future. 

 
18. Mr. Čaučík also informed the Working Group on the outcome of the meeting of the core 
group on groundwater, which had been held in Paris on 27-28 May 2006, with the support of 
UNESCO. At this meeting the core group on groundwater had defined its future priorities and 
areas of work for 2007-2009: 
 

(a) Pilot programme on transboundary groundwaters  
 
The core group had agreed to continue the programme and to develop new pilot 
projects, partnering these with ongoing international projects. In the view of the 
core group, the programme should be extended to issues not just related to 
monitoring and assessment. In particular, the group had proposed to cooperate with 
the recently started GEF/ENVSEC project on the Kura-Aras groundwaters. 
 

(b) Assessment report on the status of transboundary waters in the UNECE region  
 

The core group had agreed that transboundary groundwaters should be included in 
the first assessment report to be prepared for the Belgrade Ministerial Conference 
and that the groundwater parts should be closely related to the parts on surface 
waters. Information should focus on four aspects: (i) description of the 
transboundary groundwaters; (ii) their use and importance; (iii) problems and 
evidence of transboundary effects; (iv) measures and responses. To collect 
information for the assessment report a questionnaire had been prepared by the 
core group. 

 
The core group had also agreed that for the first assessment report the focus should 
be on Central Asia, the Caucasus and South-Eastern Europe. This activity should 
be closely related to the ongoing and future pilot projects. Cooperation would be 
sought with UNESCO, the International Groundwater Resources Assessment 
Centre (IGRAC) and the International Network of Water-Environment Centres for 
the Balkans (INWEB). 
 
The Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute would coordinate the input and prepare 
a draft assessment report on Central Asia and the Caucasus; the British Geological 
Survey would do the same for a report on South-Eastern Europe. 
 
For the two areas of activities above, it was proposed to organize “multi-purposes” 
workshops in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) and in South-
Eastern Europe (SEE) in order to: (i) promote and build capacity on the 
groundwater guidelines; (ii) present lessons learned from the ongoing pilot projects 
to potential new pilot project teams; (iii) identify problems and gaps in 
transboundary groundwater management in the relevant aquifers; and (iv) gather 
data for the groundwater assessment report. 
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(c) Activities related to the EU Water Framework Directive and the EU Groundwater 
Directive 
 
The core group had agreed that future activities would include the promotion 
outside the EU of the lessons learned under the Common Implementation Strategy 
for the EU WFD related to groundwater. Specific capacity-building workshops 
could be organized in EECCA and SEE countries. This activity should be 
developed in cooperation with the Working Group on Integrated Waters Resources 
Management (WG IWRM). 

 
(d) Activities related to water and health issues to support the implementation of the 

Protocol on Water and Health  
 

The core group had agreed that future activities could be developed in this area in 
cooperation with the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health, in 
particular in relation to the use of groundwater as a source of drinking water. 

 
(e) Groundwater and ecosystems  
 

The core group had agreed that a possible new area of activity could be related to 
the identification, inventory and assessment of groundwater dependent ecosystems. 
The activity should aim to assess the impact of transboundary groundwater status 
on related ecosystems and propose measures to reverse negative trends. The 
activity should be developed in close cooperation with the WG IWRM, UNESCO, 
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and other relevant partners. 

 
19. The Working Group welcomed the proposals of the core group and decided to include 
them in its draft workplan 2007-2009 to be submitted to the Parties at their fourth meeting (see 
annex). It took note of UNESCO offer to keep cooperating with the core group and thanked 
UNESCO for its continued support.  
 
 

C.   Pilot projects on transboundary/international lakes 
 
20. Ms. Sirkka Haunia (Finland) reported on pilot projects on transboundary lakes. The Joint 
Estonian-Russian Transboundary Water Commission and the Finnish-Russian Commission for 
Transboundary Waters had adopted a project document containing the work programme for the 
Peipsi pilot project. The work would include a comparison of methodologies and procedures 
used by the riparian countries, a joint sampling expedition and an international intercalibration 
exercise. Moreover a joint research project on pollutant loading in Lake Peipsi would be 
prepared. 
 
21. It was proposed to develop new pilot projects in the workplan 2007-2009. An already 
submitted proposal on Jandar Lake shared by Georgia and Azerbaijan would be revised and 
included in the programme for the next three years. It was also suggested to develop pilot 
projects on lakes shared by Germany and Poland. 
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22. The Working Group decided to prepare a document, for consideration by the Parties at 
their fourth meeting, on the results, lessons learned and future opportunities for the rivers, 
groundwaters and lakes pilot projects. The Working Group entrusted Finland with the task of 
drafting the parts related to the lakes projects and the Slovak Republic with those related to 
rivers and groundwaters projects.  
 
 

IV.   ASSESSMENT OF THE STATUS OF TRANSBOUNDARY WATERS AND 
INTERNATIONAL LAKES IN THE UNECE REGION AND UNECE DATABASE  

 
A.   Assessment report on the status of transboundary waters and international lakes 

 
23. On the basis of a presentation by Mr. Enderlein, consultant for the assessment report, the 
Working Group took note of the following aspects of the report’s preparation (see document 
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2006/4): 
 

(a) Proposed structure, which included information for each water body on the 
geography of the basin, its hydrology, pressure factors, transboundary impacts and trends; 

 
(b) Problems with data gathering, in particular with missing data from a number of 

countries, in particular downstream countries, and maps; 
 
(c) Proposed scope, geographical coverage and timetable for the first report. 
 

24. The Working Group suggested that, for large river basins, the report should include 
information on their different parts (e.g. upper, middle and lower parts). It also stressed that the 
source of data should always be mentioned, in particular for the part on transboundary impacts. It 
proposed to include data on population density as well information on non-anthropogenic 
sources of pollution. It agreed that the part on trends should include an assessment of not only 
the trends of the status but also of pressures and responses. Finally, it recommended that maps 
should, as far as possible, be harmonized and it suggested that UNEP GRID-Arendal was 
contacted for this task. 
 
25. The Working Group agreed to prepare an advanced draft of the assessment report for 
discussion by the Parties at their fourth meeting. The draft report would mostly focus on 
transboundary waters shared by EECCA countries. Information on waters shared with non-
UNECE countries should be included as far as possible. The report would contain an executive 
summary underlying preliminary results and information gaps. The Meeting of the Parties would 
be invited to give its guidance for the finalization of the report and its executive summary for 
submission to the sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Belgrade, 10-12 
October 2007).  
 
26. As the deadline for the submission of the draft report for the Meeting of the Parties was 
late August 2006, all Working Group members were urged to be actively involved in the last 
steps of the report’s preparation. In particular representatives of EU countries were invited to 
submit information related to basins shared by EU countries which was for the most part 
incomplete.   
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B.   UNECE database on transboundary rivers, lakes and groundwaters 
 
27. On the basis of a presentation by Mr. Enderlein, the Working Group discussed the 
feasibility of and possibilities for building a database on transboundary rivers, lakes and 
groundwaters in the UNECE region. The database could serve several purposes, such as sharing 
knowledge on transboundary waters in the region, supporting making decision in the 
transboundary context for the protection and use of waters, and evaluating the effectiveness of 
the Convention. The content of the database should reflect the data collected for the assessment 
report; additional information to be stored in the database should be further defined. 
 
28. In order to prepare a discussion paper which would assist Parties to decide on the 
development of such database, the Working Group agreed to collect information through a 
questionnaire. The questionnaire would investigate the information needs of potential database 
users and help define possible database features. The secretariat was entrusted with the 
preparation of the questionnaire. Replies were requested by mid-August.  
 
 

V.   INTERNATIONAL WATER ASSESSMENT CENTRE (IWAC) 
 
29. Mr. Jos Timmerman informed the Working Group of the activities IWAC had undertaken 
during the period 2000-2006. The Working Group thanked the Netherlands for having hosted the 
centre since its establishment and for the overall support given to the Water Convention during 
these years. It nevertheless regretted the cut of resources IWAC had suffered from in the last 
three years and which had greatly reduced IWAC role and in particular its support to the pilot 
projects programme. It recommended that in preparation for the meeting of the Parties, IWAC 
efforts should be focused on the finalization of the inventory of technical guidance (see paras. 
12-14) which would be IWAC main product for the meeting. 
 
30. Mr. Peter Rončák (Slovak Republic) informed the Working Group of the offer of the 
Slovak Republic to host IWAC at the Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute after the fourth 
meeting of the Parties. It was Slovakia’s intention to consolidate IWAC future role in support of 
ongoing and new pilot projects and therefore strengthen its fund-raising and project development 
capacity. The Working Group thanked the Slovak Republic for its kind offer and invited a formal 
communication by the Slovak Government to the Parties. 
 
31. The Working Group entrusted Mr. Timmerman and Mr. Čaučík with the preparation of a 
report on IWAC activities as well as future perspectives, for consideration by the Parties at their 
fourth meeting. 
 

 
VI.   THE CONVENTION’S “CAPACITY FOR WATER COOPERATION” PROJECT 

 
32. The secretariat presented the outcome of two workshops under the project “Capacity for 
Water Cooperation” in EECCA on “Information management and public participation in 
transboundary water cooperation” (St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, 8–10 June 2005) and on 
“Joint monitoring and assessments of shared water basins, including early-warning and alarm 
systems (Tbilisi, 31 October – 2 November 2005) (see www.unece.org/env/water/cwc.htm). The 
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secretariat underlined the monitoring and assessment needs of the region that had emerged 
during the workshops. The Working Group agreed to take into account the workshops results in 
its future workplan (see annex). 
 
 

VII.   INTEGRATION OF EARLY WARNINGS FOR ACCIDENTS AT INDUSTRIAL 
INSTALLATIONS AND MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 

 
33. Mr. Gerhard Winkelmann-Oei (Germany) gave a presentation on the German strategy to 
prevent and reduce hazards from industrial accidents in a transboundary context. He drew 
attention to lessons learned from chemical accidents with impacts on transboundary rivers as 
well as from recent floods in the Elbe and other rivers. He informed the Working Group on the 
international assistance programme of the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety and on projects that were developed in this context, such as the 
project on “Transboundary Cooperation for Risk Management in the Dniester River Basin”, 
planned for 2006-2008 and the EASE project on the “Development of Alarm Criteria and 
Detection of Major Incidents in Measuring Stations in the Elbe Catchment Area for International 
Emergency Planning” (see http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/anlagen/EASE/index_gb.htm). 
 
34. Mr. Winkelmann-Oei also presented the activities of the Joint Expert Group on Water 
and Industrial Accidents (JEG) established under the Water and Industrial Accident 
Conventions, in particular the activities related to warning and alert systems in transboundary 
rivers. He invited the Working Group to strengthen cooperation with the JEG on these issues. In 
this context, he invited the Working Group members to participate in a UNECE seminar on the 
“Integration of Monitoring Stations in Early-warning Systems” that would take place, on 
28 September 2006 in Georgia, back to back with the final workshop of the German assistance 
programme for Caucasian countries on industrial accidents prevention in the Kura River basin.  
 
 
VIII.   INDICATORS AND REPORTING MECHANISMS FOR WATER SUPPLY AND 

SANITATION UNDER THE PROTOCOL ON WATER AND HEALTH 
 
35. The secretariat introduced the activities of the Working Group on Water and Health to 
comply with articles 6 and 7 of the Protocol, which require Parties to set targets and assess 
progress towards their achievements. In particular, the secretariat highlighted the lack of agreed 
targets for issues related to environment and water management, i.e. targets according to article 
6, paragraphs 2 (f) to 2 (n) (see also document MP.WAT/WG.4/2005/4 – EUR/05/5047554/4 
available at www.unece.org/env/water/meetings/documents.htm#wh). It stressed the need for 
close cooperation between the Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment, the Working 
Group on Integrated Water Resources Management and the Meeting of the Parties to the 
Protocol on Water and Health on this issue.  
 
36. Working Group agreed to include this activity in its draft workplan for 2007-2009 (see 
annex). The following countries and organizations expressed their interest to participate: 
Armenia, Azerbaijan Georgia, Ukraine, Republic of Moldova, Slovakia, Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, Finland, IWAC and UNESCO. 
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37. The Chairperson invited the Working Group members to provide names of experts for 
this activity by end of May 2006. The Working Group on Water and Health would be informed 
of this at its sixth meeting (Geneva, 31 May-2 June 2006). 
 
 

IX.   WORKPLAN FOR 2004–2006 
 
38. When revising its progress in the achievement of its workplan for 2004-2006 
(ECE/MP.WAT/15/Add.2, programme area III), the Working Group agreed that most of the 
activities had been carried out as planned. It entrusted its Chairperson and the secretariat with the 
preparation of a report on the achievements under the 2004-2006 workplan for consideration by 
the Parties at their fourth meeting. 
 
 

X.   WORKPLAN ON MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT FOR 2007–2009 AND 
BEYOND 

 
39. On the basis of the discussion under the previous agenda items, as well as document 
ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2006/5, the Working Group established a priority list of proposed 
activities under the 2007–2009 workplan, including possible lead countries, and proposed 
revision of its mandate accordingly. The draft workplan would be discussed and adopted by the 
Parties at their fourth meeting. 
  
 

XI.   DATE AND VENUE OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP 
 
40. The Working Group tentatively agreed to meet from 25 to 27 April 2007 in Finland. The 
main agenda item would be the finalization of the assessment of the status of transboundary 
waters and international lakes in the UNECE region for the sixth Ministerial Conference 
“Environment for Europe”. 
 

XII.   CLOSING 
 
41. The Chairperson closed the meeting on 5 May 2006 at 4.00 p.m. 
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Annex 
 
 

DRAFT WORKPLAN ON MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT FOR 2007-2009 
 

 
Responsible body: Working Group on Monitoring and Assessment, with Finland as lead Party. 
The International Water Assessment Centre (IWAC) will assist in the implementation of this 
programme area. 
 
Rationale: The programme area on monitoring and assessment will help Parties bordering the 
same transboundary waters to establish and implement joint programmes for monitoring the 
conditions of transboundary waters, including floods and ice drifts, as well as transboundary 
impact; agree on pollution parameters and pollutants whose concentrations in transboundary 
waters will be regularly monitored; carry out joint or coordinated assessments of the conditions 
of transboundary waters and the effectiveness of measures taken to prevent, control and reduce 
transboundary impact; exchange reasonably available data on environmental conditions of 
transboundary waters, including monitoring data; inform each other about any critical situation 
that may have a transboundary impact; and make available to the public the results of water and 
effluent sampling, together with the results of the verification of compliance with water-quality 
objectives and permit conditions. Furthermore, within this programme area, the Meeting of the 
Parties will prepare periodic assessments of the status of transboundary waters and international 
lakes in the UNECE region which will allow to measure progress in the implementation of the 
Convention. 
 
1.  Assessment of the status of transboundary waters and international lakes in the 
UNECE region 
 
Work to be undertaken: 
 

(a) Finalization of the first assessment report on the status of transboundary waters 
for the Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Belgrade,10-12 October 2007). 
In particular, the Working Group will prepare: 

 
(i) An assessment of all transboundary rivers in South-Eastern Europe 

according to the agreed outline, through the completion of the data sheets as a first step. 
The compiled draft assessment will be finalized in a regional workshop; 
 

(ii) An assessment of transboundary river basins shared by EU countries 
according to the agreed outline, through the completion of the data sheets as a first step; 
 

(iii) An assessment of transboundary groundwaters for Central Asia, the 
Caucasus and South-Eastern Europe according to the agreed outline through the 
completion of the groundwater questionnaire as a first step. The compiled draft 
assessments will be finalized in regional workshops;  
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(iv) An executive summary of the assessment for transboundary rivers, lakes 
and groundwaters covered. A special group with experts from the different sub-regions 
will be responsible for this task. 
 
(b) Preparation of the workplan for the second assessment report to be published 

either in connection with the next Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” or with the 
sixth meeting of the Parties. 
 
Lead Party/organization: Finland. Slovakia and the British Geological Survey for the 
groundwater part. 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Main partners: the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 
the European Environment Agency (EEA) and the Interstate Coordination Water Commission of 
Central Asia (ICWC). Coordination will also be sought with the Water Programme of the Global 
Environment Monitoring System (GEMS) of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). 
 
2.  Establishment of a database on transboundary waters in the UNECE region  
 
Work to be undertaken:  
 

(a) Design of the database structure, considering that the database could in the long 
term serve all activities under the Convention and its protocols, not only the ones related to 
monitoring and assessment; 

 
(b) Data collection, database population and maintenance, including establishment of 

links to other sources of information. 
 

Lead Party: Finland with the secretariat. 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Main partners: to be defined. 
 
3.  Technical guidelines 
 
Work to be undertaken: 
 

(a) Updating of the inventory of existing technical guidance, tools and examples of 
monitoring and assessment practices, including a short description of their contents and scope, as 
well as an expert judgment, if possible, to be published on the IWAC website; 

 
(b) Preparation of specific guidelines on technical aspects of monitoring and 

assessment, as needed, in particular to support the implementation of the Strategies for 
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Monitoring and Assessment of Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters. To complete 
this task specific expert groups will be established. 
 
Lead Party/organization: IWAC for the inventory; to be defined for the preparation of technical 
guidelines. 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Main partners: to be defined. 
 
4. Pilot programmes on monitoring and assessment 
 
4.1 Pilot programmes on transboundary rivers 
 
Work to be undertaken: 
 

(a) Finalization of the recommendations report for the Latorica/Latoritsa-Uh/Uzh; 
 
(b) Implementation of the pilot projects recommendations into the monitoring 

programmes in the riparian countries, through evaluation meetings which will be held back to 
back with the meetings of the transboundary commissions or the meetings of relevant 
international projects; 

 
(c) Support to the creation of joint transboundary commissions in compliance with 

the Convention’s requirements, responsible for the monitoring and assessment programmes; 
 
(d) Support to UNECE countries for the implementation of the Convention through 

new pilot projects (initiation and support in the preparation of the project, which will be financed 
from other sources, e.g. EU sources, GEF and others); 

 
(e) Dissemination of pilot projects results through workshops organized in the 

framework of international projects in transboundary river basins in the UNECE region. 
 

Lead organization: IWAC 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Other partners: Cooperation will be sought with the relevant joint bodies, ongoing international 
projects, such as projects under the TACIS programme, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), 
and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID). 
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4.2 Pilot programmes on transboundary groundwaters 
 
Work to be undertaken:  
 

(a) Continuation of the ongoing pilots: extension of the methodology and results of 
the Aggtelek – Slovak Karst Groundwater Pilot to other groundwaters shared by Slovakia and 
Hungary; continuation of the Bug pilot; and of the one on transboundary groundwaters shared by 
Kazakhstan; 

 
(b) Development and implementation of new pilot projects by partnering with 

ongoing international projects; 
 
(c) Organization of multi-purpose workshops for transboundary waters in Eastern 

Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) and in South-Eastern Europe (SEE) in order to: 
 

(i) Promote and build capacity on the Convention, the Guidelines on 
Monitoring and Assessment of Transboundary Groundwaters and the UNECE Strategies 
for Monitoring and Assessment of Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters; 

 
(ii) Share lessons learned from “old” pilot projects with potential new pilot 

project teams; 
 

(iii) Identify problems and gaps in transboundary groundwater management in 
the relevant aquifers. 

 
Lead organization: IWAC 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Other partners: UNESCO and other partners involved in the Internationally Shared Aquifer 
Resources Management (ISARM) Programme (e.g. the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and the International Association of Hydrogeologists) and ongoing international 
projects in the region. 
 
4.3 Pilot programmes on transboundary lakes 
 
Work to be undertaken: Implementation of a trilateral project (Estonia – Finland – Russian 
Federation) on the Lake Peipsi to test the Guidelines on Monitoring and Assessment of 
Transboundary and International Lakes. Development and implementation of new pilot projects 
(e.g. Jandar Lake, shared by Azerbaijan and Georgia). 
 
Lead Party: Finland 
 
Participating Parties: Estonia, Finland, the Russian Federation and others to be defined. 
 



  ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2006/2 
  Page 15 
 Annex 
 
Other partners: Finnish-Russian Joint Commission, Estonian-Russian Transboundary Water 
Commission. 
 
5.  Early warning and contingency plans 
 
Work to be undertaken: 
 
Cooperation with the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents to: 
 

(a) Compile an inventory on the functioning of existing early-warning systems for 
transboundary water bodies, for extreme events and accidental pollution; 

 
(b) Develop good practice for early-warning with automatic monitoring stations; 
 
(c) Develop guidelines for establishing model transboundary contingency plans; 
 
(d) Develop recommendations to combine early-warning systems for transboundary 

water bodies with industrial accidents notification systems. 
 
Lead Party: to be defined. 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Other partners: the Industrial Accidents Convention and the Joint Expert Group on Water and 
Industrial Accidents. 
 
6.  Capacity building on monitoring and assessment of transboundary waters 
 
Work to be undertaken: Organization of workshops, training and other capacity-building 
activities to assist in particular EECCA and SEE countries to harmonize monitoring and 
assessment programmes and develop joint programmes, in a step-wise approach.  
 
The activities will focus on: 
 

(a) Exchanging experience between EU countries on joint monitoring and assessment 
programmes developed in accordance with the EU Water Framework Directive (EU WFD); as 
well as the promotion of the lessons learned in non-EU countries; 

 
(b) Supporting implementation of the UNECE Strategies for Monitoring and 

Assessment of Transboundary Rivers, Lakes and Groundwaters; 
 
(c) Developing biological monitoring; 
 
(d) Supporting the establishment of transboundary early warning and notification 

systems, and contingency plans; 
 



ECE/MP.WAT/WG.2/2006/2 
Page 16 
Annex  
 

(e) Support joint management including monitoring and assessment of transboundary 
groundwaters through the promotion outside the EU of the lessons learned under the Common 
Implementation Strategy for the EU WFD related to groundwater (monitoring, protected areas, 
direct/indirect discharge to groundwaters) as well as progress under the currently developed 
Groundwater Directive (lead organization: IWAC). 

 
Lead Party: to be defined. 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Other partners: Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management, UNESCO, the 
Industrial Accidents Convention and the Joint Expert Group on Water and Industrial Accidents. 
 
7.  Assistance to Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health on issues related to 
monitoring and assessment 
 
Work to be undertaken: An expert group will assist Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health 
to review and assess their progress towards the achievement of the targets established under 
article 6, paragraph 2 of the Protocol and to prepare guidelines for harmonized reporting, in 
particular in relation to water management and environmental targets. 
 
Lead Party: to be defined. 
 
Participating Parties: to be defined. 
 
Other partners: Working Group on Integrated Water Resources Management and Meeting of the 
Parties to the Protocol on Water and Health. 

 


