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ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE THIRD MEETING 

to be held at the Palais des Nations, Geneva 
starting at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 12 October 2006*  

 
I. PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

1. Adoption of the agenda  

2. The conceptual framework of the Belgrade Conference 

(a) Draft outline of the Belgrade agenda 
(b) Overview of activities proposed by partners for the agenda of the Conference 
(c) Major outcomes 

                                                 
* New accreditation procedures have been introduced for all delegates attending meetings at the Palais des Nations. 
Delegates are therefore requested to complete the registration form, which is available from the UNECE website 
(http://www.unece.org/env/efe/wgso/Belgrade/WGSOMeetings.htm), and to transmit it to the UNECE secretariat no 
later than 2 weeks before the meeting either by fax (+41 22 917 0107) or by e-mail (efe@unece.org). On their way 
to the meeting, delegates should obtain an identification badge at the Pass and Identification Unit of the UNOG 
Security and Safety Section, located at the Pregny Gate, 14, Avenue de la Paix (see the map on the UNECE website 
http://www.unece.org/meetings/practical.htm). In case of difficulty, please contact the “Environment for Europe” 
secretariat by telephone at +41 22 917 6307. 
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3. The budget required for the Conference and the preparatory process 

4. The status of preparations by the host country 

5. The fourth meeting of the WGSO and the fifth meeting of the Executive Committee 

6. The “Environment for Europe” communication plan 

7. Other business 

II. ANNOTATIONS 

1. The Committee on Environmental Policy, at its eleventh session, established the Ad Hoc 
Preparatory Working Group of Senior Officials (WGSO) for preparing the Sixth Ministerial 
Conference “Environment for Europe”, to be held in Belgrade on 10–12 October 2007. The 
WGSO held its first meeting on 12–13 October 2005 and its second meeting on 29–30 June 
2006.  

2. Following the decisions at the most recent meeting of the WGSO and the 
recommendations received from its Executive Committee, the secretariat in consultation with 
the Chairperson prepared or revised several documents for discussion and approval by the 
WGSO at its third meeting. These papers are meant to facilitate and advance the discussions of 
the WGSO regarding preparations for the Belgrade Conference.   

Item 1. Adoption of the agenda 

3. The WGSO is invited to adopt the provisional agenda of its third meeting 
(ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/8). 

Item 2. The conceptual framework of the Belgrade Conference 

(a) Draft outline of the Belgrade agenda 

4. The WGSO is invited to consider the revised document on the possible framework for 
the Belgrade Conference (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/10). This document was amended following 
the adoption of the possible draft outline of the Belgrade agenda (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/2, 
annex I) by the WGSO at its second meeting and taking into account the recommendations 
from the third meeting of the Executive Committee.  

5. In addition, the WGSO will be updated on progress by partners in the “Environment for 
Europe” process in preparing several activities as part of the Belgrade agenda. These were 
further developed in light of the discussions by the second meeting of the WGSO. The WGSO 
will be informed on and invited to consider developments with regard to the following:   

(i) The high-level segment on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) by the 
Bureau of the UNECE Steering Committee on ESD;  
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(ii) The Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) initiative by Sweden in 
cooperation with UNEP1 and EEA2; 

(iii) The Biodiversity roundtable discussion by PEBLDS3 in cooperation with European 
ECO-Forum; 

(iv) The Environment and Security (ENVSEC) issue by UNEP in cooperation with other 
partners of the ENVSEC Initiative; 

(v) The Belgrade Assessment by EEA; 

(vi) The Monitoring and Assessment guidelines by the UNECE secretariat; 

(vii) The report on progress in implementation of the EECCA Strategy4 by the EAP Task 
Force5; 

(viii) The two reports related to Energy by the Energy Charter secretariat and the UNECE 
Sustainable Energy programme; 

(ix) The report on Multilateral Environmental Agreements by the UNECE secretariat; 
and 

(x) The report on Environmental Performance Reviews by the UNECE secretariat.  

6. Additional proposals for activities for the agenda of the Conference, such as South-East 
European perspectives, the Central Asia Initiative for Sustainable Development, the Mountains 
Initiative, the Strategic Environmental Assessment Initiative, Water and Sanitation and 
Partnerships with the Private Sector are expected to be submitted to the secretariat closer to the 
third meeting of the WGSO and will be circulated to the WGSO for consideration as soon as 
possible.  

(b) Overview of activities proposed by partners for the agenda of the Conference 

7. The WGSO is invited to consider the overview of activities proposed by partners for the 
agenda of the Conference (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/11). This overview was revised in 
accordance with the decisions by the WGSO with regard to the Belgrade agenda and with input 
from partners in the “Environment for Europe” process.  

(c) Major outcomes 

8. At its second meeting the WGSO agreed to have a short Ministerial Declaration and a 
Chair’s Summary as the Conference’s major outcomes. The WGSO also agreed that the 
Declaration should focus on a limited number of issues to be identified in accordance with the 

                                                 
1 United Nations Environment Programme. 
2 European Environment Agency. 
3 Pan-European Biological and Landscape Strategy. 
4 Environment Strategy for countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (ECE/CEP/105/Rev.1). 
5 The Task Force for the implementation of the Environmental Action Programme for Eastern Europe, Caucasus and 
Central Asia (EECCA) countries. 
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Conference agenda. The WGSO is invited to consider possible issues to be addressed in the 
Ministerial Declaration. Furthermore, the WGSO may wish to consider establishing a Drafting 
Group to meet in the second half of November 2006 to prepare the first draft of the Declaration 
for consideration by the fifth meeting of the Executive Committee (14 February 2007). 

Item 3. The budget required for the Conference and the preparatory process 

9. The WGSO is invited to consider the document on the estimated budget for the 
Conference and the preparatory process (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/12). This document was 
revised following the decisions by the WGSO at its second meeting and on the basis of input 
from partners and the host country, taking into account internal UNECE budget-related rules 
and the decision of the UNECE Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP) (ECE/CEP/127, 
annex II) on the eligibility for financial support of countries with economies in transition.  

10. In addition, the host country will provide the WGSO with updated information on the 
status of the host-country budget.  

11. Furthermore, UNECE will provide updated information on the status of the UNECE 
budget with regard to the estimated core6 resources requirements to reflect any contributions 
that are received by the date of the third meeting of the WGSO. 

12. The WGSO is also invited to give its views on the possible mechanisms for fund-raising 
to ensure a smooth and efficient preparatory process for the Conference, and in particular to 
enable participation by representatives from countries with economies in transition in the 
preparatory meetings and at the Conference itself.    

Item 4. The status of preparations by the host country 

13. The host country is invited to update the WGSO on the national preparatory process for 
the organization of the Conference.  

Item 5. The fourth meeting of the WGSO and the fifth meeting of the Executive Committee 

14. The WGSO is invited to consider the possible dates of its fourth meeting. It is proposed 
that the fourth meeting of the WGSO take place in Geneva on 30 May – 1 June 2007, back-to-
back with the special session of the CEP (29 May 2007). Furthermore, it is proposed that the 
fifth meeting of the Executive Committee take place on 14 February 2007, in time to prepare 
the documents for the fourth meeting of the WGSO. 

15. An updated schedule of preparatory meetings for the Belgrade Conference is annexed to 
the report of the second meeting of the WGSO (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/2, annex II). 

                                                 
6 Resources need too ensure (1) participation in the preparatory meetings and the Conference itself by eligible 
countries with economies in transition; and (2) servicing of the Conference by the secretariat. 
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Item 6. The “Environment for Europe” communication plan 

16. Following the recommendation by the Executive Committee to develop a 
Communication Plan for the Belgrade Conference once the Conference agenda is better 
defined, the WGSO at its second meeting requested the secretariat to develop such a plan in 
consultation with the Chairperson. The WGSO is invited to consider the draft outline of the 
Communication Plan for the Belgrade Conference (ECE/CEP/AC.11/2006/13). 

Item 7. Other business 

17. The WGSO is invited to discuss any other business that may be brought to its attention. 


