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PREPARATIONS FOR THE SIXTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 
“ENVIRONMENT FOR EUROPE” 

 
 

Possible topics for the Agenda of the Belgrade Conference 
 
 
1. In setting the agenda, the Working Group of Senior Officials may wish to refer to the 
decisions taken at the Fifth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” held in Kiev, 
Ukraine, in 2003, as well as to proposals from member States and issues of significance at the 
international and regional levels. 
 
2. One of the most important criteria for any agenda item is that it should merit and warrant 
the attention of Ministers. 
 
3. The Working Group may also draw upon the expertise of many of its partners in past 
conferences. In accordance with its mandate1, the Group will work in close cooperation with all 
international organisations and institutions, international financial institutions, international non-
governmental and private sector organizations that will be involved in or will contribute to the 
preparation of the 2007 Ministerial Conference.  
 
 

                                                                 
1 The mandate of the Working Group of Senior Officials was adopted by the Committee on Environmental Policy, 
at its eleventh session, in October 2004 and can be found in document CEP/AC.11/2005/3. 
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I. DECISIONS TAKEN IN KIEV THAT EXPLICITLY RELATE TO 
THE SIXTH MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

 
 
4. Many of the decisions taken by the Ministers in Kiev require follow-up by the 
international community. The decisions that explicitly refer to the Sixth Ministerial Conference 
“Environment for Europe” are summarized below.  
 
 

A. Monitoring and assessment 
 
 

5. Ministers in Kiev called on the European Environment Agency (EEA) to prepare the 
fourth assessment report on the state of the environment in Europe for the Belgrade Conference, 
building on new partnerships, especially with UNECE and UNEP (ECE/CEP/94/Rev.1, para 30). 
They encouraged international cooperation to improve the comparability of information, data 
collection and monitoring capacities.  
 
6. They furthermore expressed their support for the work of the ECE Working Group on 
Environmental Monitoring, particularly on strengthening environmental information and 
observation capacity in the EECCA countries. The Working Group will present a progress report 
to the Belgrade Conference. 
 
 

B. Environmental Partnerships Strategy 
 

7. Ministers in Kiev adopted the “Environmental Partnerships in the UNECE Region: 
Environmental Strategy for Countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia: 
Strategic Framework”. They decided to review the implementation of the Strategy at the Sixth 
Ministerial Conference (ECE/CEP/105/Rev.1 para 19). 
 
8. The Task Force for the Implementation of the Environmental Action Programme (EAP 
Task Force), in cooperation with other relevant international bodies and Regional Environmental 
Centres (RECs), was invited to lead efforts to facilitate and support the implementation of the 
Environmental Partnerships Strategy. The EAP Task Force will present an assessment of 
progress in implementing the Strategy to the Belgrade Conference. 
 
9. Ministers furthermore decided that the Central and East European sub-programme of the 
EAP Task Force as well as the work of the Project Preparation Committee in the accession 
countries should be phased out by 2004. They agreed to consider at the Belgrade Conference the 
relocation of the secretariat functions, currently with the OECD and the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), to Eastern Europe, the Caucasus or Central Asia. 
 
 

C. Implementation of the Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development 
 

10. Ministers in Kiev recognized the importance of integrating sustainable development into 
education systems at all levels and invited Ministers of Education and from other relevant 
government departments to take an active part in the development of the Strategy for Education 
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for Sustainable Development (ESD) by 2005 (ECE/CEP/94/Rev.1, para 58). The High- level 
Meeting of Environment and Education Ministries, held in Vilnius, on 17 and 18 March 2005, 
unanimously adopted the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development as well 
as the Vilnius Framework for its implementation.  
 
11. The Meeting discussed the coordination and review of the implementation of the 
Strategy. It decided to establish a steering committee to oversee and promote the 
implementation. It was suggested that the “Environment for Europe” process could be used as a 
platform for the high- level promotion of the implementation. Many delegations stressed that 
Education Ministries should have an equal role in possible ESD-related sessions at the 
“Environment for Europe” conferences. In this respect, a special segment on ESD was proposed 
for the Belgrade Conference (CEP/AC.13/2005/2). 
 
 

D. Sustainable Production and Consumption Patterns 
 

12. Ministers in Kiev underlined the importance of the shift towards sustainable production 
and consumption patterns and encouraged regions, subregions and countries, as appropriate, to 
devise programmes to accelerate this shift. They referred to the Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation, which calls for the “development of a 10-year framework of programmes in 
support of regional and national initiatives to accelerate the shift towards sustainable 
consumption and production patterns that will promote social and economic development within 
the carrying capacity of ecosystems”.  Ministers pledged to encourage and promote the 
development of such framework of programmes, “taking them to our next conference” 
(ECE/CEP/94/Rev.1, para 28).  
 
 

E. Energy for sustainable development 
 

13. Ministers in Kiev recognized the variety of initiatives undertaken for integrating 
environmental aspects and sustainable development into energy policy in the region. They 
welcomed and supported global and regional efforts to improve energy efficiency and increase 
the share of renewable energy sources.  
 
14. They specifically invited the Energy Charter Secretariat, in cooperation with other 
relevant international organizations, to report on further progress on energy efficiency efforts at 
the Belgrade Conference.  
 
 

II. OTHER POTENTIAL ISSUES RELATED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
COMMITMENTS MADE IN THE 

“ENVIRONMENT FOR EUROPE” PROCESS 
 
 

A. Environment Performance Reviews (EPRs) 
 
15. Ministers in Kiev supported the continuation of the EPR programmes of UNECE and 
OECD. A report on experience gained with regard to the new structure and the focus on 
implementation in the second round of reviews might be presented to the Belgrade Conference. 
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B. UNECE multilateral environmental agreements 
 
16. Strengthening the implementation of regional conventions and protocols, and 
encouraging efforts to improve their efficiency, effectiveness and coherence is one of the major 
goals of the “Environment for Europe” process agreed upon by Ministers in Kiev. The Working 
Group may wish to consider how progress achieved and further strengthening of the 
implementation of the variuos instruments might be addressed at the Belgrade Conference. 
 
 

C. Cooperation with other ministerial processes 
 
17. Ministers in Kiev agreed on the need to make cooperation with other ministerial 
processes in the region more effective and to limit the number of ministerial conferences. They 
explicitly mentioned the Environment and Health and the Transport, Environment and Health 
processes as well as the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe. They also 
agreed to invite the above-mentioned Ministers to future Environment for Europe conferences 
and to involve them in the preparatory work, as appropriate(ECE/CEP/94/Rev.1, para 68). 
 
18. Two high- level meetings are scheduled to take place in 2007: the mid-term review of the 
WHO Children’s Health and Environment process and the third UNECE/WHO High- level 
Meeting on Transport, Health and Environment. The Working Group might wish to explore 
whether there are clear, subject –driven synergies between these meetings and the Belgrade 
Conference. 
 


