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PROVISIONAL AGENDA  

 
1. Opening statements.  
 
2. Adoption of the agenda. 
 
3. Adoption of the report of the first meeting (MP.WAT/WG.4/2001/2 – 

EUR/ICP/5025519/B/2). 
 
4. Progress in the ratification process. 
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5. Water and health: achievements since the first meeting of the Working Group: 
 

(a) Surveillance, early-warning and notification systems; 
 

(b) Assessing health risks; 
 

(c) Facilitating access to sources of finance; 
 

(d) Workshops on water and health; 
 
(e) Compliance review mechanisms; 

 
(f) Evidence base under the Protocol and guidelines on reporting; 

 
(g) Other activities for the preparation of the first meeting of the Protocol Parties. 

 
6. Partners in cooperation. 
 
7. Relevant meeting outcomes: 
 

(a) World Summit on Sustainable Development; 
 
(b) Kiev Ministerial Conference; 
 
(c) 4th Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health. 

 
8. NIS Environmental Strategy and the water-and-health strategy under the Protocol. 

 
9. Work plan 2000-2003 (MP.WAT/WG.4/2001/2 – EUR/ICP/5025519/B/2, annex). 
 
10. Election of officers.  
 
11. Dates and venue of meetings in 2003. 
 
12. Other business. 
 
13. Closure 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
 The second meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health will be held at the 
“Fodor Jozsef” National Centre for Public Health, Institute of Environmental Health, 
Budapest, at the invitation of the Government of Hungary.  The Working Group meeting 
will start on 28 October 2002 at 9.30 hours and close on 29 October at 16 hours.  
 
    Mr Mihaly Kadar (Hungary), Head of the Division of Water Hygiene of the Institute 
of Environmental Health, will chair the second meeting, following the Rules of Procedure of 
the Convention. The working language will be English. 

 
For technical reasons, the discussion on the World Summit on Sustainable 

Development, the Kiev Ministerial Conference, the NIS Environmental Strategy and the 
water-and-health strategy under the Protocol (see agenda items 7 (a) and (b) and 8) is 
scheduled for the morning session on 29 October 2002.  

 
 For technical information, delegations may wish to refer to the annex and contact the 
host authorities or the joint secretariat. 

 
 The joint secretariat will communicate the working papers to the pre-registered 
participants.  

 
 

Item 1:  Opening statements 
 

A representative of the Institute for Environmental Health will open the meeting. A 
representative of the host country will deliver a keynote address on the role of water in 
health problems. 
 
 
Item 2:  Adoption of the agenda 
 
 The Working Group is expected to adopt its agenda as set out in the present 
document. 
 
 
Item 3:  Adoption of the report of the first meeting 
 

The Working Group is expected to adopt the report of its first meeting 
(MP.WAT/WG.4/2001/2 – EUR/ICP/5025519/B/2). 

 
 
Item 4:  Progress in the ratification process. 
 

As of end of August 2002, the following seven countries have ratified the Protocol: 
Albania, Czech Republic, Hungary, Luxembourg, Romania, Russian Federation and 



 
 
MP.WAT/WG.2/2002/1 
Page 4 
 
 
Slovakia.  Representatives from the other countries will report on the progress in the 
ratification process.  Upon request by these delegations, the Working Group may wish to 
make arrangements for assistance in this process. 

 
The Working Group will take this information into account when evaluating the 

opportunity of organizing the first meeting of the Parties to the Protocol in conjunction with 
the 4th Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health (Budapest, mid-June 2004, see 
item 7 (c) of the provisional agenda). 

 
 
Item 5: Water and health: achievements since the first meeting of the Working Group 
 

(a) Surveillance, early-warning and notification systems 
 

The Working Group at its first meeting agreed to draw up draft guidelines on good 
practices in national and international surveillance, early warning, and notification.  

 
On the basis of the information by the lead country, Hungary, on achievements, the 
Working Group will make further arrangements for programme implementation. 

 
(b) Assessing health risks 

 
The Working Group at its first meeting agreed to draw up draft guidelines on 
assessing health risks from chemical, microbiological, and physical (flood) sources. 
As a first step, a method for rapid environmental and health risk assessment 
(REHRA) was to be developed and tested in the Lower Danube basin. On the basis 
of the information by the lead country, Italy, the Working Group will make further 
arrangements for programme implementation. 
 
(c) Facilitating access to sources of finance 

 
The Working Group will be informed by the joint secretariat about the work done by 
UNECE and WHO/EURO on the two thematic and interlinked web sites for the 
Protocol on Water and Health (http://www.unece.org/env/water and 
http://www.euro.who.int/watsan) and the envisaged activities to update and extent 
the web sites according to the decisions taken at the first meeting.  A representative 
of the university of Brussels will inform the Working Group about the electronic 
information services on funding possibilities “KEYWATER” operated by 
TECHWARE.  On the basis of this information, the Working Group will decide on 
the most appropriate ways and means for programme implementation. 

 
In addition to the above activities aimed at providing Parties access to sources of 
finance for projects, the Working Group will initiate a discussion on best ways and 
means for a sustainable funding mechanism for other activities under the Protocol, 
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including those by the secretariat that fall under article 17, paragraph 1 (c)) of the 
Protocol. 

 
(d) Workshops on water and health 

 
The Russian Federation, lead country for organizing the workshop on sustainable 
water management and health, will inform the Working Group about the outcome of 
the workshop held on 5-6 June 2002 on the occasion of the International Conference 
ECWATECH-2002, and on possible future activities.  The Working Group will take 
note of this information and agree on follow up activities, as appropriate. 
 
The joint secretariat will also inform the Working Group about the outcome of the 
second international conference on sustainable management of transboundary waters 
in Europe (ECE/MP.WAT/8) held in April 2002 in Miedzyzdroje, Poland, as well as 
expert consultations, meetings and other events of relevance to the Protocol 
organized by WHO/EURO and/or UNECE.  The Working Group will take note of 
this information and agree on follow up activities, as appropriate. 
 
(e) Compliance review mechanisms 

 
The joint secretariat will inform the Working Group about the activities undertaken 
under the auspices of UNECE’s Committee on Environmental Policy that may assist 
the Working Group in its endeavour to draw up, with the assistance of the Working 
Group on Legal and Administrative Aspects, a compliance review mechanism under 
the Protocol.   The Working Group will take note of this information and agree on 
ways and means of programme implementation. 
 
(f) Evidence base under the Protocol and guidelines on reporting 

 
The Working Group will be informed by the United Kingdom, lead country, on 
arrangements made to draw up a draft guidance document on reporting following the 
relevant provisions of the Protocol, particularly those of articles 6 and 7.  The 
Working Group will take note of this information and agree on ways and means of 
programme implementation. 

 
The Working Group will also be informed by the joint secretariat about activities of 
WHO and its collaborating centres to set up an evidence base under the Protocol. To 
this effect, the Working Group will consider a series of working documents on 
progress indicators, environmental health indicators, environmental health 
information systems and drinking water legislation.  The Working Group will take 
note of this information and agree on ways and means of programme 
implementation. 
 
(g) Other activities for the preparation of the first meeting of the Protocol Parties 

 
The joint secretariat will inform the Working Group about the activities to be 
undertaken for the preparation of preliminary draft versions of the documents 
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referred to in programme element 4.2.3 of the 2000-2003 work plan 
(MP.WAT/WG.4/2001/2 – EUR/ICP/5025519/B/2). 
 
The Working Group will take note of this information and agree on ways and means 
to support the joint secretariat and Hungary as lead country of the Working Group in 
the drafting of these documents for consideration by the Working Group at its third 
meeting and/or by the Signatories to the Protocol at its second meeting tentatively 
scheduled to take place in 2003. 

 
 
Item 6:  Partners in cooperation 
 

The joint secretariat will inform the Working Group on activities of the WHO 
Collaborating Centres and the Water Convention’s International Water Assessment Centre 
that are linked to the Protocol on Water and Health.  The Working Group may wish to take 
this information into account when developing its mid-term and long-term strategy and 
update its 2000-2003 work plan (see agenda items 7 and 8). 
 
 
Item 7:  Relevant meeting outcomes 
 
 (a) World Summit on Sustainable Development 
 

Mr. Roberto Bertollini, Director, WHO/EURO, will inform the meeting on the 
outcome of the World Summit on Sustainable Development of relevance to the 
activities of the Working Group. 

 
The joint secretariat will inform the Working Group on the EU Water Initiative, 
including its components for the newly independent States (NIS) related to water and 
sanitation (prepared by OECD with major inputs by WHO) and integrated water 
resources management (prepared by UNECE with major inputs by the Global Water 
Partnership).  

 
The Working Group will take this information into account when considering items 8 
and 9 of the preliminary agenda. 

 
 

(b) Kiev Ministerial Conference 
 
The Working Group will take note of the preparatory process for the Kiev 
Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (21-23 May 2003).  In particular, 
it will be informed by the joint secretariat on the preparation of the environment 
strategy for the newly independent States (NIS) including background papers on 
water and sanitation (prepared by OECD with major inputs by WHO) and on 
integrated water resources management (prepared by UNECE with major inputs by 
the Global Water Partnership.  The most recent versions of the background papers, 
which further specify the relevant parts of the EU Water Initiative and also contain 
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major activities linked to the implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health, 
will be made available to participants. 
 
The Working Group will take this information into account when considering items 
8 and 9 of the preliminary agenda. 
 
(c)         4th Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health 

 
A representative of WHO/EURO will inform the Working Group about preparations 
for the Ministerial Conference tentatively scheduled to take place in Budapest in 
mid-June 2004, and on major themes that will be considered at the meeting of 
relevance to the Protocol on Water and Health, such as the precautionary principle 
and children’s health.   

 
The Working Group will take this information, together with the information 
provided by countries on the status of the ratification process, into account when 
evaluating the opportunity of holding the first meeting of the Protocol Parties in 
conjunction with this Conference. 

 
 
Item 8: NIS Environmental Strategy and the water-and-health strategy under the 

Protocol 
 

Based on the information and working papers considered under agenda item 7, the 
Working Group will make arrangements for the further development and implementation of 
the relevant parts of the EU Water Initiative and the NIS Environmental Strategy.    
 

As requested by the Bureau of the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention, the 
Working Group will initiate a discussion on the mid-term (until 2006) and long-term 
strategy for implementing the Protocol.  In developing the mid-term strategy, account will 
be taken of existing and emerging problems linked to water supply network management, 
persis tent organic pollutants and legionella. The Working Group will make work-sharing 
arrangements, using a special discussion forum established under IWAC’s web page. 

 
 
Item 9:   Work plan 2000-2003  
 
 The Working Group will consider its 2000-2003 work plan (MP.WAT/WG.4/2001/2 
– EUR/ICP/5025519/B/2, annex) and update it, taking into account decisions taken under 
the previous agenda items. 
 

The Working Group will also take note of forthcoming conferences and other events 
of relevance to the Protocol on Water and Health, such as the International conference on 
global monitoring and assessment of water (tentatively scheduled to be held in the 
Netherlands on 15-18 September 2003) and the International symposium on the man-made 
recreational environment (tentatively scheduled to be held in Budapest in March 2004). 
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Item 10:  Election of officers  
 

The Working Group will elect a Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons. 
 
 
Item 11: Dates and venues of meetings in 2003  
 
 The Working Group will set the indicative dates for its third meeting and the second 
meeting of the Signatories.  
 

The Working Group will also set the indicative dates and venues of other meetings 
under the Protocol on Water and Health. 
 
 
Item 12: Other business 
 
 At the time of writing, the joint secretariat had no points to propose under this item. 
 
 
Item 13: Closure 
 
 A representative of the host country will close the meeting of Working Group.  
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Annex  
 

VENUE OF THE MEETING AND ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 
 

The meeting will take place at the National Institute for Environmental Health at the 
following address: 
 

H-1097 Budapest, IX.  
Gyáli út 2-6.  
Tel.:+361 476 1179 or 476 1173 
Fax: +361 215 0148 or 476 1253 
E-mail: kadar@mail.joboki.hu 

 
For help on organizational matters, the representative of the host country, can be contacted 
as follows: 
 
 Mrs. Csilla Farkas  
 Tel.:  +361 476 1272                

Fax:   +361 215 2046              
E-mail: fcsilla.oth@antsz.hu 

 
For assistance on other matters, the secretariat can be contacted as follows : 
 

Mrs. Helena Shkarubo 
Assistant 
World Health Organization 
Regional Office for Europe 
WHO-European Centre for Environment and Health 
Via Francesco Crispi 10 
I-00187 Rome 
Italy 
Tel.: +39 06 48 77 537 
Fax: +39 06 48 77 599 
e-mail: hes@who.it 

 
Ms. Evelina Rioukhina 
Assistant 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
8-14, Avenue de la Paix 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +41 022 917 14 99 (direct) 
Fax: +41 022 907 01 07 
Fax: +41 022 917 0634 (direct) 
e-mail: evelina.rioukhina@unece.org 

 


