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Introduction 

 
1. This note has been prepared to assist the Executive Body in its review and assessment of 
progress made in the following areas of cooperation within the scope of the Convention: 
 

(a) Cooperative programme for monitoring and evaluation of the long-range transmission of 
air pollutants in Europe (EMEP), encompassing the two core activities:  
(i) atmospheric monitoring and modelling; and (ii) integrated assessment; 

(b) Effects of major air pollutants on human health and the environment, the third core 
activity identified by the Executive Body. 
 
2. Progress in cooperation should be evaluated in relation to the 2002 work-plan for the 
implementation of the Convention, as adopted by the Executive Body at its nineteenth session 
(ECE/EB.AIR/75, annex VI). 
 
 

Documents prepared under the auspices or at the request of the Executive Body for the Convention 
on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution for GENERAL circulation should be considered 
provisional unless APPROVED by the Executive Body. 
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3. At its nineteenth session the Executive Body for the Convention: (i) approved the priorities for the 
work of the EMEP Steering Body up to 2004 and its medium-term work programme; and (ii) approved 
the medium-term work-plan for the further development of the effect-oriented activities for 2002-2004 
and invited the Working Group on Effects and the Steering Body of EMEP to continue their close 
cooperation in implementing its priority tasks (ECE/EB.AIR/75, paras. 57 (b) and 65 (f)). 
 
4. The Executive Body also requested the Bureau of the EMEP Steering Body and the Extended 
Bureau of the Working Group on Effects to develop a coordinated medium-term work-plan, taking note 
of the planning activities already carried out by the Clean Air for Europe (CAFE) programme, and report 
this to the Bureau of the Executive Body and the Working Group on Strategies and Review at their next 
meetings (ECE/EB.AIR/75, para. 69 (e)). 
 
5. Pursuant to these decisions of the Executive Body, the Bureau of the Steering Body of EMEP 
and the Extended Bureau of the Working Group on Effects at their joint meeting on 27 February 2002 
reconsidered and updated their medium-term work-plans for 2002-2004.  
 
6. A number of Parties have significantly contributed to the core activities by leading task forces, 
hosting coordinating centres, organizing workshops and seminars, and by designating experts to assist the 
secretariat in the preparation of draft documents for submission to relevant bodies or meetings. The 
number of Parties taking an active part in these activities further increased.  
 
I. COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME FOR MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF 
 THE LONG-RANGE TRANSMISSION OF AIR POLLUTANTS IN EUROPE 
 (EMEP) 
 
7. The Steering Body held its twenty-sixth session in Geneva from 2 to 4 September 2002 
(EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/2).  
 
8. The Steering Body amended and agreed upon the work-plan for 2003 (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/9), 
prepared on the basis of the adopted priorities up to 2004 (EB.AIR/GE.1/2001/9), on input by the Task 
Force and centres, and taking into account the results of the joint meeting between the Bureaux of the 
Steering Body and the Working Group on Effects. It welcomed the progress in the work on preparing 
ecosystem-specific deposition data, noting the importance of this work for both the Working Group on 
Effects and the Centre for Integrated Assessment Modelling (CIAM). It expressed its readiness to 
cooperate with the Working Group on Effects also in the preparation of the assessment report.  
 
9. The Steering Body adopted guidelines for reporting by the EMEP centres 
(EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/3, annex). It noted an inconsistency between its mandate, which requires 
derestricting technical reports and notes, and the practice of the Executive Body to mark documents 
prepared under its auspices as provisional unless approved. 
10. The Steering Body reviewed the progress in the work of its centres and expressed its satisfaction 
with the progress achieved in all areas of work, in particular: 
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 (a) Concerning work on heavy metals, it expressed its satisfaction with the good progress in 
the work on emission data, monitoring and atmospheric modelling and emphasized the improved 
reporting of emission data, calling upon those Parties that had not yet done so to develop heavy metals 
emission inventories. It requested the Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-East (MSC-E) to give high 
priority on the validation of its model; 
 (b) Concerning modelling work on acidification, eutrophication, photo-oxidants and 
particulate matter, it welcomed the target of the Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-West (MSC-W) to 
finalize the basic development work for the unified Eulerian model by December 2002, and requested 
MSC-W to keep Parties informed about progress including the work to validate the model. It also 
requested MSC-W to prepare, by October 2003, for the validation of the Eulerian model. MSC-W 
should perform this by drawing up, in consultation with interested Parties, a list of specific tasks that 
needed to be performed, by making this list available through the secretariat to Parties and by reporting 
progress in the model validation work to the Task Force on Measurements and Modelling at its fourth 
meeting. The Steering Body called upon Parties to consider supporting the model validation work at 
MSC-W by taking up some of the specified tasks. It requested the Task Force on Measurements and 
Modelling to review the validation work of MSC-W and to determine whether it would be possible to 
present source-receptor matrices calculated with the Eulerian model by September 2003;  
 (c) Concerning the work on particulate matter (PM) monitoring and emissions, it endorsed 
the revised Manual for Sampling and Chemical Analysis of Aerosol Particles and noted with satisfaction 
the progress in emission data reporting, calling upon all Parties that had not yet done so to make every 
effort to develop emission inventories, including those for the year 2000. It expressed its satisfaction 
about the progress in monitoring work and work initiated to measure elemental and organic carbon, 
calling upon Parties that had not yet done so to take up the monitoring of PM as soon as possible. 
 (d) It underlined the importance of the workshop on hemispheric air pollution: trends and 
intercontinental transport of photo-oxidants, particles and their precursors across the northern 
hemisphere (observations, models, policy implications), thanking Germany and the United States for 
organizing the workshop, and noted with appreciation the readiness of the United States to support 
further workshops on hemispheric air pollution in this series; 
 (e) Concerning the work on persistent organic pollutants (POPs), it endorsed the 
conclusions of the Task Force on Measurements and Modelling on the state of the POPs modelling work 
(EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/4, paras. 64-67). It welcomed the progress in the development of the superstation 
network, calling upon Parties that had not yet set up a superstation, in particular Parties in areas without 
any sites, to consider establishing one. It also welcomed the progress in emission data reporting, while 
authorizing MSC-E to continue to use expert estimates for its modelling work, as reported data were 
insufficient. It invited Parties that had not yet done so, especially those with significant POPs modelling 
activities, to consider participating in the MSC-E model intercomparison exercise. 
 
11. The Steering Body welcomed the work by the Task Force on Emission Inventories and 
Projections, expressing its appreciation to the Co-Chairmen and the lead country for the valuable 
support and leadership that they had provided to the Task Force and thanking national experts and 
the European Environment Agency (EEA) for supporting the work of the Task Force. It also 
expressed its gratitude to the United Kingdom for continuing to co-chair the Task Force another 
year and to EEA for its readiness to continue to support the Task Force. It thanked Poland for  
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offering to host the next meeting of the Task Force, and to consider supporting the Task Force as 
lead country, beginning with the next meeting in 2003. 
 
12. The Steering Body adopted the Guidelines for Estimating and Reporting Emissions Data with a 
few amendments (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/7 and Corr.1) and recommended the to Executive Body to 
approve them. It noted that some Parties might not yet be in a position to report all emissions data 
according to the new Guidelines in 2003 and might need to continue to use the old reporting format for 
one more reporting round. However, it urged all Parties to make every effort to report according to the 
new Guidelines as soon as possible and also to report emissions data for 2000 according to this format, if 
they had not done so in the last reporting round.  
 
13. The Steering Body adopted the decision on the legal status of the Guidelines for Estimating and 
Reporting Emissions Data (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/2, annex). As part of this decision, it requested the 
secretariat, in consultation with the Implementation Committee, to prepare elements of a draft decision, 
for consideration by the Executive Body, that would enable the Executive Body to make use of its 
delegated authorities under article 8 of the Convention, article 8 of the 1991 Geneva Protocol on the 
Control of Emissions of VOCs and article 5 of the 1994 Oslo Protocol on the Further Reduction of 
Sulphur Emissions. These are presented in EB.AIR/2002/3/Add.1. The Steering Body recommended the 
Executive Body to consider adopting the draft decision when acting to approve the Guidelines. 
 
14. Furthermore, the Steering Body took note of the status of emission data, expressing its gratitude 
to MSC-W for the work on the Internet-accessible emission database. It welcomed the work on the 
restructuring of the EMEP/CORINAIR Emissions Inventory Guidebook and approved the updates.  
 
15. The Steering Body welcomed the work of the Task Force on Measurements and Modelling, 
expressing its appreciation to the two Co-Chairpersons, the lead country, Austria, and the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) for the support that they had given to the Task Force. It thanked 
the United Kingdom for its offer to lead the Task Force, welcomed the proposal that Mr. R. Derwent 
would co-chair the Task Force and recommended to the Executive Body to accept the offer by the 
United Kingdom.  
 
16. It endorsed the outline for the new monitoring strategy presented by the Chemical Coordinating 
Centre (CCC) and encouraged it to prepare, as a matter of high priority, a first draft for such a strategy, 
and to circulate it widely well in advance of the fourth meeting of the Task Force on Measurements and 
Modelling. It requested the Task Force to draw up a draft strategy based on the input by CCC for 
consideration by the Steering Body at its twenty-seventh session and it requested its Bureau in 
consultation with the Task Force to prepare a proposal for establishing national focal points for 
monitoring.  
 
17. The Steering Body took note of the plans of the secretariat for a possible workshop on air 
pollution monitoring and emission inventories in Kazakhstan, requested the centres to support such a 
workshop as far as possible and invited Parties to consider contributing to the workshop. The plan was 
developed under the Committee on Environmental Policy’s Working Group on  
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Environmental Monitoring. It would target Parties to the Convention in Central Asia and aim at assisting 
the development of national monitoring strategies and emission inventories. 
 
18. The Steering Body reviewed progress in the work on its assessment report. The report would 
consist of a general part, giving an overall European perspective and covering all substantive areas of 
work, and a country-specific part, focusing on acidification and eutrophication. The latter would provide 
an assessment by Parties on: (i) the results of emission reduction measures within the country and 
internationally; (ii) the present status in relation to the desired environmental quality; and (iii) the need for 
further actions to reduce pollution. A new structure for the work on the report had been adopted. 
Twenty-seven Parties had announced their participation in the work and 13 of these had completed the 
checking of monitoring data held by CCC. The process was behind schedule, but was proving to be very 
valuable for the work of EMEP. The Steering Body approved the revised timetable for the preparation of 
the assessment report so that it would be finalized in 2004. 
 
19. The Steering Body welcomed the work of the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling, 
expressing its appreciation to the Chairman, the lead country and to the International Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis (IIASA), which had hosted a workshop, for the support that they had given to the 
Task Force. It endorsed the conclusions of the workshop on uncertainty treatment in integrated 
assessment modelling (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/5, annex) and requested the Task Force to pursue this work. 
It welcomed the proposal for peer review of the RAINS model and requested the Task Force and 
CIAM to cooperate with the EC CAFE programme on this matter. It also welcomed the work initiated 
by CIAM to extend the modelling horizon to 2020 and to develop a baseline scenario. It requested the 
Task Force to cooperate in this work with the EC CAFE programme and invited other Parties to actively 
participate in it.  
 
20. The Steering Body recognized the important links between regional air pollution and climate 
change, and welcomed the work initiated to explore such links. It requested the Task Force to aim at 
addressing all aspects of these links in its future work. 
 
21. The Steering Body received information about recent activities under and cooperation with: the 
EC CAFE programme, the European Community Joint Research Centre (JRC), EEA, including its Topic 
Centre on Air Quality and Climate Change, WMO, including its Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW) 
programme, the EUREKA Project on the Transport and Chemical Transformation of Environmentally 
Relevant Trace Constituents in the Troposphere over Europe: Second Phase (EUROTRAC-2), the 
Helsinki Commission (HELCOM), and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). The 
Steering Body took note of the information with appreciation, welcoming the useful cooperation and 
expressing its gratitude to the organizations for their contributions to EMEP. 
 
22. The Steering Body approved the proposed budget of CIAM for 2003 and 2004 as set out 
in the report of the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/5, 
para. 55) and agreed to keep the 2005 budget at the same level. It also considered the financial 
and budgetary matters of EMEP (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/12). Financial and budgetary matters are 
reported in EB.AIR/2002/5 and 6. 
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23. The Executive Body may wish, inter alia, to: 
 
 (a) Take note of the report of the twenty-sixth session of the EMEP Steering Body 
(EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/2); 
 (b) Reconsider the need for derestricting technical reports and notes, as spelled out in the 
Steering Body’s mandate (ECE/EB.AIR/68, annex III, appendix III, para. 4 (f)) and amend the mandate 
as appropriate; 
 (c) Note the progress made on heavy metals modelling, monitoring and emission reporting, 
and call upon Parties to further develop heavy metals emission inventories; 
 (d) Note the progress made on POPs modelling, monitoring and emission reporting, and call 
upon Parties that have not yet set up a superstation, in particular Parties in areas without any sites, to 
consider establishing one; 
 (e) Note the progress in the development of the unified Eulerian model for acidifying and 
eutrophying pollutants, ozone and particulate matter, recognize that the model validation should be 
pursued in 2003 as a matter of high priority, and call upon Parties to consider supporting the model 
validation work at MSC-W by taking up specific tasks; 
 (f) Note the progress in particulate matter (PM) emission data reporting and call upon all 
Parties that have not yet done so to make every effort to develop emission inventories, including those for 
the year 2000;  
 (g) Note the progress in PM monitoring and work initiated to measure elemental 
carbon/organic carbon (EC/OC), and call upon Parties that have not yet done so to take up the 
monitoring of PM as soon as possible; 
 (h) Note the progress in the work on hemispheric air pollution, welcome the readiness of the 
United States to continue to support the series of workshops and invite other Parties to lend support to 
this work; 
 (i) Approve the Guidelines for Estimating and Reporting Emissions Data 
(EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/7 and Corr.1) and call upon Parties to make every effort to report according to the 
new Guidelines as soon as possible, and also to report emissions data for 2000 according to this format, 
if they have not done so in the last reporting round; 
 (j) Consider adopting the draft decision, or elements thereof, set out in document 
EB.AIR/2002/3/Add.1; 
 (k) Accept with appreciation the offer by the United Kingdom to lead the Task Force on 
Measurements and Modelling and welcome the proposal that Mr. R. Derwent would co-chair the Task 
Force; 
 (l) Take note of the work on a new monitoring strategy for EMEP and encourage the 
Steering Body to finalize this work in 2003; 
 (m) Take note of the results of the workshop on uncertainty treatment in integrated 
assessment modelling (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/5, annex) and request all subsidiary bodies providing input to 
integrated assessment modelling to take these conclusions into account when planning further work; 
 (n) Recognize the importance of the work to develop a baseline scenario for integrated 
assessment modelling, welcome the cooperation with the European Community and the CAFE 
programme in this work, and invite other Parties to actively participate; 
 (o) Recognize the important links between regional air pollution and climate change, 
welcome the work initiated to explore such links and request EMEP to address all relevant aspects of 
these links in its future work; and 
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 (p) Approve the proposed budget of CIAM for 2003 and 2004 as set out in the report of 
the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling (EB.AIR/GE.1/2002/5, para. 55) and agree to 
keep the 2005 budget at the same level. 
  
II. EFFECTS OF MAJOR AIR POLLUTANTS ON HUMAN HEALTH AND THE 
 ENVIRONMENT 
 
24. The Working Group on Effects held its twenty-first session in Geneva from 28 to 30 August 
2002 (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/2). 
 
25. The Working Group reviewed the results of the effect-oriented activities, as presented in the 
2002 Joint Report of the International Cooperative Programmes (ICPs) and the Task Force on the 
Health Aspects of Air Pollution (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/3). It welcomed the growing participation of 
countries in the effect-oriented activities, noted the positive results of closer and more effective 
cooperation between ICPs, as well as with EMEP and other bodies under the Convention, and stressed 
the continuing need for communicating the results of the effect-oriented activities to policy and decision 
makers, to the professional community also outside the Convention and to the general public, in order to 
maintain the necessary awareness and support.  
 
26. The Working Group welcomed the important results achieved by ICP on the Assessment and 
Monitoring of Air Pollution Effects on Forests in particular in level II monitoring and took note of the 
summary report on the 2001 results of monitoring forest condition in Europe (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/7). It 
appreciated the further development in the programme’s activities, inter alia in data quality assurance and 
calculating critical loads of nitrogen and acidity, carried out with data from 230 level-II intensive 
monitoring plots, biodiversity and dynamic modelling.  
 
27. The Working Group expressed its satisfaction with the progress achieved in implementing ICP on 
the Assessment and Monitoring of Acidification of Rivers and Lakes, took note of the technical report on 
tracing biological recovery in surface waters by using multivariate statistics (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/8) and 
stressed the importance of biological monitoring. It also welcomed the recent publication of the 
proceedings from the workshop on heavy metals in surface waters: monitoring and biological impact, and 
the reports on the results of the 2002 chemical and biological intercalibration exercises. 
 
28. The Working Group noted with appreciation the recent results achieved by ICP on Effects of Air 
Pollution on Materials, including Historic and Cultural Monuments in implementing the multi-pollutant 
exposure programme (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/9), in mapping areas of increased corrosion rates and in 
assessing stock at risk. It took note of the plans for the further development of the programme, including 
its participation in the MULTI-ASSESS project of the European Commission.  It also welcomed the 
proposal for a new programme sub-centre for stock at risk and cultural heritage, to be set up in Italy with 
the technical support of L’Ente per le Nuove Tecnologie, l’Energia e l’Ambiante (ENEA). 
 
29. The Working Group reviewed the work of ICP on Effects of Air Pollution on Natural 
Vegetation and Crops, and took note of the report on economic assessment of crop losses in 
Europe due to ozone (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/10) and the publication of its 2002 annual status  
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report. It appreciated the progress achieved in developing the methodology for modelling ozone 
fluxes and deposition, and reviewed preparations for the forthcoming workshop on level II 
critical levels for ozone, while stressing that its should propose practical solutions that would also 
be applicable to integrated assessment modelling. 
 
30.  The Working Group considered the recent results of ICP on Integrated Monitoring of Air 
Pollution Effects on Ecosystems and took note of the programme’s eleventh annual report 2002. It 
appreciated the further development of the harmonized network and the programme’s database, and the 
progress made in site-specific dynamic modelling. The Working Group also took note of the 
programme’s activities related to the calculation of pools and fluxes of heavy metals, the calculation of 
fluxes and trends of sulphur, nitrogen compounds and base cations, bio-indicator modelling, and climate 
change. 
 
31. The Working Group reviewed the work of ICP on Mapping Critical Levels and Loads and the 
Coordination Center for Effects (CCE), and the progress achieved in addressing critical loads data 
quality and comparability, deriving critical loads for heavy metals and their modelling and mapping, the 
development of methodologies for deriving (updated) critical levels or fluxes of ozone, dynamic 
modelling, and in preparing for the revision of the mapping manual. It took note of the status report on 
dynamic modelling of soils and surface waters for the assessment of time delays of impacts on 
ecosystems caused by changes in deposition trends (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/11). In particular, the Working 
Group highly appreciated the progress achieved in the application of dynamic modelling and the steps 
taken in linking it to integrated assessment. 
 
32. While discussing the results and consequences of implementing effective air pollution control 
measures, the Working Group confirmed that, if present deposition was below critical loads, increasing a 
deposition and filling the gap up to the critical load was not in line with the accepted critical load 
approach and would be against the spirit of the Convention, aiming, inter alia, to control and, if possible, 
decrease air pollution and its effects and avoid any deterioration of the environment. 
 
33. The Working Group expressed its satisfaction with the recent important results of the Task Force 
on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution, in particular in assessing the health risk of persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs). It noted the proposed changes in the structure and organization of the Task Force’s 
work and welcomed the creation of a core group of experts, to be supported by the network of 
governmental experts/advisers, who would ensure the necessary continuation in the Task Force’s 
activities. It also noted the plans for the continuing assessment of the health risk of particulate matter, 
nitrogen oxides and ozone. 
 
34. The Working Group took note of the results of the joint meeting of its Extended Bureau and the 
Bureau of the EMEP Steering Body, approved the updated medium-term work-plan for the further 
development of the effect-oriented activities (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/4) (as amended). It stressed the 
importance of continuing collaboration with the EMEP Steering Body, in particular with its Bureau and 
programme centres, to ensure that the Convention’s priorities were addressed effectively. 
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35. The Working Group considered and approved the annotated outline of the 2004 substantive 
report on the review and assessment of present air pollution effects and their recorded trends 
(EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/5) (as amended) and decided to submit it to the Executive Body for information. It 
noted that the preparation of the most important summarizing parts (in particular the overall conclusions 
and recommendations) would require a major collaborative effort of all programme centres, and that, 
most probably, some form of additional external assistance (e.g. through the Trust Fund, and/or as 
contributions in kind) would be needed.  
 
36. The Working Group welcomed the progress achieved by the Joint Expert Group on Dynamic 
Modelling as summarized in the report on its second meeting (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/12) and supported 
the further development of these activities, including the further development of biological recovery 
models. It stressed the need for linking dynamic models with critical loads and integrated assessment 
models and for efficient communication to policy makers and the general public of both the results and 
the potential uses of dynamic modelling. 
 
37. The Working Group appreciated the first results of the mapping of critical loads of heavy metals, 
presented in the note on the preliminary modelling and mapping of critical loads of cadmium and lead in 
Europe: results of a call for voluntary national data contributions (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/13). It noted, 
however, the need for the continuing development and application of clearly defined and harmonized 
methods for deriving and mapping critical loads of heavy metals on a European scale. It welcomed the 
preparation, in collaboration with MSC-E, of the technical report on the preliminary modelling and 
mapping of critical loads of cadmium and lead in Europe, and appreciated the offer of MSC-E to 
participate in further joint activities concerning critical loads for heavy metals. 
 
38. The Working Group welcomed the technical report on the health risks of persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs) from long-range transboundary air pollution and took note of its executive summary 
(EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/14). It stressed the relevance of the report to the forthcoming review of the 
Protocol on POPs, and noted that expertise available in the Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air 
Pollution should be fully used in the future work under the Convention. It agreed to make the report 
available at the thirty-fourth session of the Working Group on Strategies and Review, and decided to 
present it to the Executive Body at its twentieth session for information. 
 
39. The Working Group took note of the summary of the joint report of ICP Forests and ICP 
Integrated Monitoring on cause-effect relationships of forest ecosystems (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/15), 
noted the complementary nature of relevant activities carried out by both programmes and invited them to 
continue their effective collaboration in this area. 
 
40. The Working Group considered the note on financing of the effect-oriented activities 
(EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/6) and, in particular, the tables showing the 2003 essential coordination costs of 
different effect-oriented activities and the preliminary annual budgets for 2004 and 2005. The Working 
Group approved the amended note, including the agreed budget for 2003 and the preliminary annual 
budgets for 2004 and 2005, and decided to submit it to the Executive Body. It reiterated its appreciation 
for the essential support rendered by countries leading the programmes and/or hosting the programme 
centres, as well as for all other forms of additional voluntary contributions in cash or in kind, provided for 
the effect-oriented activities. 
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41. The Executive Body may wish, inter alia, to: 
 
 (a) Take note of the report of the twenty-first session of the Working Group on Effects 
(EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/2); 
 (b) Note the further progress in developing the effect-oriented activities and the important 
results achieved by the International Cooperative Programmes and the Task Force on the Health 
Aspects of Air Pollution in implementing the Convention (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/3); 
 (c) Reiterate the importance of the active participation of all Parties to the Convention, the 
effective cooperation among the programmes, task forces and coordinating centres and their close 
collaboration with EMEP, and welcome the further development of close links with relevant institutions 
and organizations outside the Convention; 
 (d) Agree to establish a new programme sub-centre for stock at risk and cultural heritage of 
ICP Materials and welcome the willingness of Italy to organize it;  
 (e) Take note of the updated medium-term work-plan for the further development of the 
effect-oriented activities (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/4) and invite the Working Group on Effects and the 
Steering Body of EMEP to continue their close cooperation in implementing the priority tasks of the 
Convention; 
 (f) Note the annotated outline of the 2004 substantive report on the review and assessment 
of present air pollution effects and their recorded trends (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/5); 
 (g) Appreciate the progress achieved in the application of dynamic modelling and the steps 
taken in linking it to integrated assessment; 
 (h) Confirm that if present deposition is below critical loads, increasing a deposition and 
filling the gap up to the critical load would not be in line with the accepted critical load approach and 
would be against the spirit of the Convention, aiming, inter alia, to controll and, if possible, decrease air 
pollution and its effects and avoid any deterioration of the environment; 
 (i) Welcome the preparation of the report on the health risks of persistent organic pollutants 
from long-range transboundary air pollution and its executive summary (EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/14); 
 (j) Note the first preliminary results of the modelling and mapping of critical loads of 
cadmium and lead in Europe, and stress the need for the continuing development and application of 
clearly defined and harmonized methods for deriving and mapping critical loads on the European scale;  

(k) Welcome progress in developing the methodology for modelling ozone fluxes and 
deposition, and in deriving level II critical levels for ozone; 

(l) Note document EB.AIR/WG.1/2002/6 on financing of the effect-oriented activities. 


