
E 
UNITED         
NATIONS  

 
Distr. 

Economic and Social
Council 

GENERAL 
 
CEP/AC.10/2002/14 
17 June 2002 
 
ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 
 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 
 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
 
Ad Hoc Working Group on Environmental Monitoring 
(Third session, 29-30 August 2002) 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE THIRD SESSION 
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1. Adoption of the agenda. 
 
2. Adoption of the report of the second session. 
 
3. Support to the development of the Kiev assessment report: 
 

(a) Data collection; 
 

(b) Early chapters and other substantive papers. 
 

4. Strengthening and harmonizing national monitoring activities: 
 

(a) Assessment of the situation in the Russian Federation and Ukraine;  
 

(b) State-of-the-environment reporting in newly independent States; 
 
(c) New Tacis project. 

 
5. Remote sensing. 
 
6. Environmental monitoring and assessment activities in other international forums. 
 
7. Contributions to the Kiev Ministerial Conference. 
 
8. Other business. 
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PRELIMINARY TIME SCHEDULE 
 

 
Thursday, 29 August 2002 
 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Items 1 - 3 
 
3 p.m. – 6 p.m.  Item 4 (a) 
 
 
Friday, 30 August 2002 
 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Items 4 (b) – 4 (c) 
 
3 p.m. – 6 p.m.  Items 5 - 8 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 
 

 The Working Group is open to all member States of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE). Other Member States of the United Nations, specialized 
agencies of the United Nations, other intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) may also 
participate in a consultative capacity, according to the terms of reference of UNECE 
(E/ECE/778/Rev.3, paras. 11, 12 and 13). The registration procedure is described in the annex. 
 
Item 1: Adoption of the agenda 
 
 The Working Group is invited to adopt its agenda. 
 
Item 2: Adoption of the report of the second session 
 
 The Working Group is invited to adopt the report as contained in document 
CEP/AC.10/2002/2. 
  
Item 3: Support to the development of the Kiev assessment report 
 

(a) Data collection 
 
 Representatives of the European Environment Agency (EEA) will inform the Working 

Group about data collected for the Kiev report, particularly in non-EEA member countries. 
Delegations from these countries will be invited to share their views on the difficulties met in 
this exercise and actions needed to fill gaps and overcome weaknesses in data availability and 
reporting. The Working Group may wish to exchange views on the type of conclusions to be 
drawn from the data collection process for the Kiev report and possible recommendations to 
improve the situation that might be prepared for consideration by the Working Group at its next 
session. 

 
(b) Early chapters and other substantive papers 

 
Representatives of EEA will present: some early chapters of the Kiev report (e.g. on 

forestry, stratospheric ozone depletion and on policy integration); a preliminary analysis (in the 
form of completed indicator data sheets) of the newly independent States (NIS); a summary of 
recent findings on EEA member countries; and a note on preliminary findings of the report. The 
Working Group is expected to provide comments and possible guidance to EEA on the report’s 
development. 

 
Item 4: Strengthening and harmonizing national monitoring activities 

 
 The Working Group will discuss both national and international measures to be taken to 
improve and streamline the development of national environmental monitoring activities, and to 
facilitate pan-European assessments at the same time. 

 
(a) Assessment of the situation in the Russian Federation and Ukraine  
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The Working Group will have a round-table discussion a approaches to improving 
environmental monitoring in the Russian Federation and Ukraine on the basis of their respective 
country reports (CEP/AC.10/2002/15 and 16). The Working Group is expected to make 
recommendations to the Governments of the countries concerned. 

  
Working Group members from other countries in transition may wish to volunteer to 

prepare country reports for consideration by the Working Group at its fourth session in 2003. 
 

(b) State-of-the-environment reporting in newly independent States 
 
 The Working Group, at its second session, agreed to consider, at its next session, the 
feasibility of developing guidelines on improving national state-of-the-environment reporting, 
including the use of indicator sets and modern information technologies, and on better use of 
these reports for environmental policy- and decision-making (CEP/AC.10/2002/2, para. 25). To 
facilitate the discussion, Eco-Accord, which in the Working Group represents a broad coalition 
of environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from within the UNECE region, has 
prepared, in consultation with the Working Group members from NIS, a draft review of the 
current situation with national reports on the state of the environment in NIS 
(CEP/AC.10/2002/17). 
 
 The Working Group is expected to comment on the draft review and to provide 
corrections or additions, as appropriate. It will also decide on the preparation of guidelines (in 
the form of recommendations to Governments) on improving environmental reporting in NIS, 
taking into account best practices in the region and international experience, including relevant 
studies by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and EEA. 
 

(c) New Tacis project 
 

Representatives of EEA will inform the Working Group about the arrangements made for 
the implementation of a Tacis project on “Strengthening environmental information and 
observation capacity in NIS” in the light of the recent conclusion of a grant agreement between 
the European Commission (EC) and EEA. The Working Group may wish to provide guidance 
for the project’s implementation in such areas as: 

 
(i) Promotion of the Kiev report in NIS among governments, parliamentarians, 
business and industry, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other stakeholders; 
(ii) Building networks of national specialized institutions in environmental reporting 
in NIS; 
(iii) Support of the Working Group’s activities on: information and monitoring 

systems for inland waters (see document CEP/AC.10/2001/8 discussed by the Working Group at 
its first session), environmental indicators, tools and guidelines (see documents 
CEP/AC.10/2002/3, 8 and 13 discussed at the second session), and other possible priorities. 
 
 
 
Item 5:   Remote sensing 
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 The Working Group will discuss proposals by the EC Joint Research Centre on how 
remote sensing could contribute (possibly in terms of particular indicators) to pan-European 
state-of-the-environment reporting, in general, and to the Kiev Assessment, in particular, and it 
may decide on possible action in that area. 

 
Item 6: Environmental monitoring and assessment activities in other international forums 
 
 The Working Group will consider an inventory of major international environmental 
databases (CEP/AC.10/2002/18) compiled by the secretariat from inputs by relevant 
international organizations and convention secretariats in pursuance of a decision taken by the 
Working Group at its second session (CEP/AC.10/2002/2, para. 31). It may decide on possible 
measures to improve country coverage in existing environmental databases and to make data 
contained therein more easily accessible. 
 
 Other international organizations may wish to provide information on their ongoing or 
planned activities on environmental monitoring and assessment in the UNECE region.  
 
Item 7: Contributions to the Kiev Ministerial Conference 
 
 The Working Group may wish to discuss preparations for a special session on 28-29 
November 2002, with the participation of EEA national focal points, to consider draft findings of 
the Kiev assessment report and other contributions to the Ministerial Conference “Environment 
for Europe” to be held in Kiev (Ukraine) in May 2003. The discussions will be facilitated by a 
secretariat note that was discussed by a preparatory group for the Kiev Conference in July 2002 
(CEP/AC.11/2002/19). 
 
Item 8: Other business 
 
 At the time of writing, the secretariat had no points to propose under this item. 
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Annex 

Annex 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

 According to the revised accreditation procedures, all delegates attending meetings at the 
Palais des Nations are requested to fill in a registration form in English. It can be downloaded 
from the web site http://www.unece.org/stats/geneva.html . 
 
 The completed registration form should be sent to Ms. E. Mary, UNECE Environment 
and Human Settlements Division (e-mail: elisabeth.mary@unece.org, fax: +41 22 917 06 30) as 
soon as possible, but no later than one week before the beginning of the session of the Working 
Group on Environmental Monitoring. 
 
 Registered participants will have to pick up their identification badges for entry in the 
Palais des Nations before the meeting at the Security and Safety Section’s Pass and 
Identification Unit. This is located at the Villa des Feuillantines, 13 Avenue de la Paix (the map 
can be consulted on the above-mentioned web site). The Unit is open Monday to Friday from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.  
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