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TASK FORCE ON HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE MONITORING 
 

Proposal by the delegation of Poland 
 
Introduction 
 
1. The necessity to establish such a task force derives from the following specific features of 
monitoring of hazardous substances (as distinct from the monitoring of other environmental 
pollutants): 
 

(a) Direct measurements of these substances (in emissions and in the environment) 
are costly, particularly continuous or daily measurements, and therefore there is a need to seek 
extraordinary solutions while developing a monitoring system (including specific indicators, 
indicator substances, calculation methods for concentrations, etc.); 
 

(b) Multilateral agreements on hazardous substances (within UNEP, ECE, European 
Union) introduce obligations regarding the control of products that contain hazardous substances. 
So, there is a need for a monitoring system that covers the use of natural resources, intermediate 
product monitoring in the production process, monitoring of the generation, treatment and final 
disposal of waste, and the use end-products in their full life cycle in the economy (until they 
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themselves become waste); 
 

(c) Polluting hazardous substances often represent a whole group of toxic chemicals 
(e.g. dioxins, furans, PCBs, PAHs and others). Each group consists of a large number of separate, 
individual chemicals and monitoring must be carried out on the basis of certain indicator 
substances.  Choosing these substances requires the prior working out of special criteria; 
 

(d) Numerous hazardous substances to be re-emitted (e.g. mercury and certain 
chloro-organic pollutants) reaching the environment together with dry or wet precipitation or else 
accumulating in living organisms.  Others show a tendency to accumulate persistently.  
Development of a monitoring system for these substances requires prior in-depth analysis of the 
kinetics of their life cycle in the air and biosphere. 
 
MANDATE OF THE TASK FORCE 
 
2. The task force would deal with hazardous substances regulated by international 
agreements, in particular: 
 

(a) The Aarhus Protocols to the ECE Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air 
Pollution (Protocols on Heavy Metals and on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)); 
 

(b) The ECE Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents; 
 

(c) The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent (PIC) Procedure for 
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade; 
 

(d) The upcoming Stockholm Convention on POPs; 
 

(e) EU directives on hazardous substances released to the atmosphere; 
 

(f) EU directives on hazardous substances in wastes released to surface waters, 
groundwater and sea waters; 
 

(g) The Seveso II Directive, 
 
and also with substances which are planned  to be classified as those covered by the above 
international agreements. 
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3. The task force would attempt to treat the monitoring of hazardous substances in an 
integrated manner, i.e. it will simultaneously assess the following issues for each substance: 
 

•  Production; 
•  Trade, including export and import; 
•  Use; 
•  Emission to the environment during the production process and use, including waste 

at the end of its life cycle; 
•  Concentration in each environmental medium. 

 
4. The main goal of the task force would be to harmonize national systems of gathering, 
processing and disseminating information on hazardous substances taking into account the 
requirements of existing international monitoring and information networks in the ECE region.  
 
5. The task force may also serve as a useful expert forum to consider and contribute to the 
draft chapter on chemicals of the Kiev assessment report. 
 
OUTPUT 
 
6. The tangible outputs of the task force’s activities would be: 
 

(a) A background document on the state of monitoring of hazardous substances at 
national and international level, with particular emphasis on differences between countries in 
transition and those with developed market economies; 
 

(b) A strategy for monitoring hazardous substances in the ECE region. The strategy 
may include practical guidelines for assessing the full life cycle of hazardous substances (with a 
particular focus on countries in transition). However, if so required by the amount of work to be 
done, the guidelines would be developed at a second stage, namely after the Kiev Ministerial 
Conference.  
 
PARTICIPATION 
 
7. It is expected that the members of the Working Group will designate governmental 
experts to take part in the work of the task force. Poland would take the lead in the task force. 
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UNEP Chemicals, UNEP – International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS) IPCS, ECE – 
EMEP (Meteorological Synthesizing Centres – East and West, Chemical Coordinating Centre), 
the European Commission, EUROSTAT, EEA and OECD would be invited to designate 
representatives. 
 
WORK PLAN 
 
8. The task force would undertake the following activities: 
 

Preparing and circulating a questionnaire on 
the state of hazardous substances monitoring 
in ECE countries 

September 2001 

Preparing a background document on the 
state of monitoring of hazardous substances 
at national and international levels 

November 2001-January 2002 

First meeting of the task force to discuss the 
background document and consider possible 
elements for a regional strategy 

February 2002 

Preparing and circulating a preliminary draft 
regional strategy 

February-May 2002 

Preparing a second draft strategy on the basis 
of comments received 

July-August 2002 



  CEP/AC.10/2001/6 
  page 5 
 

Second meeting of the task force to discuss 
the second draft regional strategy 

September 2002 

Completion of the revised draft strategy October 2002 

Consideration of the strategy by the Working 
Group at its fourth session 

January 2003 

 
RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS 
 
9. Donor support would be required to cover the consultancy fees of  NIS experts to prepare 
substantive contributions and their travel and subsistence expenses to take part in the task force’s 
meetings. 
 


