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REPORT ON THE SECOND MEETING

1. The second meeting of the Working Group on Environmental Impact Assessment took place in
Geneva from 29 to 31 May 2000.

2. It was attended by the following delegations: Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova,
Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, United Kingdom and Uzbekistan.

3. The Commission of the European Communities was also represented.

4. The following non-governmental organizations were represented: International Agency for Non-
governmental Environmental Assessments “Ecoterra”, International Council of Environmental Law
(ICEL) and World Conservation Union (IUCN).
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I. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

5. The President, Mr. A. McGlone, opened the meeting.  The secretariat informed the Working
Group of the available documentation.  The Working Group adopted its agenda as set out in
document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/1.

II. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN PURSUANT TO THE WORK-PLAN ADOPTED AT
THE FIRST MEETING OF THE PARTIES

A. Reviews of strategies and policies

6. The secretariat reported on the preparation of the 1998-2000 biennial review, as included in
item 1 of the work-plan. A draft biennial review on recent developments in the national strategies
and policies for applying environmental impact assessment (EIA) in a transboundary context
(document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/5), prepared by the secretariat on the basis of information
provided by Parties and non-Parties, was made available to the Working Group.  In the ensuing
discussion, the Working Group considered that not enough countries had provided input and that
the information was not presented as had been agreed.  Consequently, the Working Group invited
those countries that had not yet submitted information on their policies and strategies to do so
before the end of June 2000.  The secretariat would compile this information and forward it to the
delegation of Norway so that it could be reflected in the publication that would be prepared for
distribution at the second meeting of the Parties (see para. 14 below).  The Bureau would prepare
an item in the draft work-plan on ways to improve the reporting system.  This would be the
Implementation Committee's first task.  The capacity and the technical possibilities of the database
on environmental impact assessment (ENIMPASS) would contribute to the reporting system.

B. Aspects of bilateral and multilateral cooperation

7. The delegation of the Netherlands, lead country for this activity, presented the report
(MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/6) containing guidance on this issue.  The compendium of existing bilateral
and/or multilateral agreements or arrangements was also made available to the Working Group. 
Delegations provided further information on their experiences with these agreements and
arrangements and indicated that this activity should continue and, therefore, be included in the new
work-plan. The Working Group requested the delegation of the Netherlands to prepare a draft
decision on this issue for consideration at its next meeting in October 2000.

C. Practical application of the Convention

8. The delegation of Finland, lead country for this activity, introduced the report on the practical
application of the Convention (MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/7) together with a draft decision on this issue.
Delegations taking part in the discussion expressed their interest in this activity as it provided
detailed information on how the Convention was being implemented.  The Working Group
requested the delegations of Finland and Sweden to revise the draft decision, taking into account
the comments made.
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D. Public participation in a transboundary context

9. The delegation of the Russian Federation informed the Working Group of the progress made in
the implementation of this activity.  A workshop on the topic would be held from 18 to 20 June 2000
in Moscow.  The Working Group requested the delegation of the Russian Federation to circulate the
draft guidelines to all the focal points for the Convention before the workshop so that interested
delegations could provide input.  It also encouraged the delegation to continue with the preparation of
the workshop and requested it to prepare a draft decision on this issue for its next meeting and finalize
the guidelines.

E. Non-compliance guidelines

10. The delegation of the United Kingdom presented document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/9, with a draft
decision on a possible non-compliance system under the Convention. Several delegations provided
comments on the document, which was revised accordingly.  The revised draft would be circulated as
soon as possible and be available, together with any further suggestions on this issue, for finalization
at the third meeting of the Working Group.

F. Recent EIA developments and links with other ECE Conventions

11. The delegation of Italy, lead country for this activity, introduced document
MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/10.  The Working Group discussed the analysis of recent EIA developments and
the links with other Conventions.  It decided to discuss the proposals for further work together with
agenda items 3(b) and (c).  The Working Group requested the delegation of Italy to prepare a draft
decision on this issue for consideration at its next meeting.

G. Database on environmental impact assessment

12. The Working Group decided to discuss agenda items 2 (g) and (h) together. The delegation of
Hungary presented document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/12 on the evaluation of the database and drew the
attention of the Working Group to the different scenarios for future work as included in chapter III of
the document.  The delegation of Poland introduced document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/11, including a
user's manual and technical documentation on the database and an evaluation report on the use, cost-
effectiveness and possible future developments (note 4) as well as a draft decision on the database
(note 5).  Several delegations indicated their interest in the database and underlined its usefulness for
the implementation of the Convention.  The Working Group requested the delegations of Hungary
and Poland to revise the decision, clarifying the functions of the database, based on the draft decision
included in note 5, with document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/12 and note 4 as annexes, for consideration at
its next meeting.

H. Subregional activities

13. The delegation of Bulgaria presented document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/13 on subregional
cooperation. Delegations expressed their interest in this issue and indicated that cooperation at the
subregional level should also be an item for the work plan.  The Working Group made some
suggestions for the draft decision and requested the delegation of Bulgaria to revise this decision for
consideration at its third meeting.
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III. FURTHER PREPARATIONS FOR THE SECOND MEETING OF THE PARTIES

14. The delegation of Bulgaria provided further information on the preparation of the second
Meeting of the Parties, which would be held in Sofia in February 2001.  These dates were of
particular importance, as these would mark the tenth anniversary of the signing of the Convention.
This would be commemorated at a seminar which would be organized before the meeting of the
Parties.  At the seminar invited speakers were expected to underline the importance of the
Convention and its practical achievements.  The delegation of Bulgaria invited the delegation of
Finland as the host country of the Convention's signing ceremony 10 years ago, to take an active
part in the seminar.  The delegation of Norway proposed to take the lead in preparing a brochure
on the Convention.  The delegation of Switzerland offered to explore the possibility of providing
financial support for this brochure. The Working Group requested delegations to actively support
the delegation of Norway in the preparation of the brochure.

15. The Working Group decided to discuss agenda items 3 (b) and (c) together. The delegation of
the United Kingdom introduced document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/14 on the possibilities for allowing
non-ECE member countries to become a Party to the Convention.  The Working Group also took
into account the proposals for future work as included in document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/10. 
Delegations taking part in the discussion suggested that for the second meeting of the Parties a
package of possible amendments should be prepared.  Accordingly, the Working Group decided to
set up a task force with Italy as lead country to:

(a) Consider document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/14 in relation to the opening of the Convention
to non-ECE countries and to the definition of "the public".  The proposed amendments may be
discussed and adopted at the second meeting of the Parties;

(b) Prepare draft amendments in relation to the inclusion of “scoping” into the Convention and
to Appendices I and II;

(c) Identify other areas for  negotiation to be considered at the third meeting of the Parties
with a view to revising  the Convention.

It was stressed that reasons must be given for any proposed amendment.  It was mentioned that the
work of the task force could not prejudice the right of the Parties to propose amendments

16. The Working Group discussed document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/15 on the draft work-plan,
prepared by the Bureau and several delegations provided suggestions and comments.  The
Working Group requested the Bureau to prepare a  revised work-plan, taking into account the
comments made, for consideration at its third meeting.

17. The Working Group discussed a note on draft elements for a ministerial declaration to be
adopted at the second meeting of the Parties. Several delegations provided comments and
suggestions, in particular it was mentioned that the declaration should include a paragraph on the
tenth anniversary of the Convention as well as its main achievements. The Working Group
requested the Bureau to prepare a draft for such a declaration for consideration at its third
meeting.
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18. The Working Group discussed the financial issues to be reflected in a decision for adoption at
the second meeting of the Parties on the basis of two notes prepared by the Bureau. Delegations
provided comments on the issue of financial arrangements. The Working Group requested the Bureau
to prepare a revised text on this issue for consideration at its third meeting.

IV. STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

19. The Working Group discussed the possibility of a legally binding instrument on strategic
environmental assessment (SEA) on the basis of a report prepared by the secretariat with the
assistance of a consultant (MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/16).  The Working Group agreed that a protocol on
SEA should be developed under the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a
Transboundary Context.  The delegations of Lithuania and Norway explained that they would prefer a
free-standing instrument.  During the discussion the following elements were mentioned for possible
inclusion in such a protocol:

- Due account should be taken of the outcome of the London Conference on Environment and
Health;
- The protocol should be applicable in a national and transboundary context;
- The protocol should consider the issues related to the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information,
Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters;
- The protocol should integrate environmental and health concerns in strategic decisions of certain
economic sectors, such as transport, energy and agriculture;
- The protocol should supplement existing EIA regulations with provisions on SEA;
- The protocol should make reference to the similarity between the EIA and SEA methodology;
- Elements reflected in paragraphs 63 to 67 of document MP.EIA/WG.1/2000/16 should also be
included.

20. Therefore, the Working Group decided to recommend to the Meeting of the Parties that the
preparation of a protocol on SEA to the Convention should start for possible adoption at the fifth
Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”. The Working Group also considered that a SEA
protocol could be an instrument for integrating environmental and health concerns into decision-
making.  The delegation of Croatia recommend to all members of the Working Group to contact the
focal points of the Aarhus Convention and inform them of the decisions concerning SEA taken at this
meeting.  The Working Group requested the president of the Bureau, Ms. V. Grigorova to take part
in the discussion during the CEP meeting on the SEA paper and to inform this meeting on the
decision to prepare a SEA protocol under the EIA convention.

V. COOPERATION WITH THE ECE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

21. The secretariat informed the Working Group of the discussion paper on the interlinkages
between the UN/ECE multilateral environmental agreements prepared for the round table to be held
at the Committee's seventh session (September 2000).  This paper had been prepared by an ECE
consultant with the assistance of the secretariats of the ECE Conventions and the committee.  The
Working Group took note of the information, requested the President of the Bureau, Ms. V.
Grigorova, to take part in the round table and to provide information on ongoing activities in the
work plan aimed at strengthening cooperation with other Conventions.
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VI. ACTIVITIES FOR PROMOTING THE IMPLEMENTATION AND RATIFICATION
OF THE CONVENTION

22. Some delegations reported on their activities to become a Party to the Convention.  The
Convention currently had 30 Parties. The Working Group noted with interest the increasing
number of ratifications and requested non- Parties to ratify as soon as possible, particular in view
of the second meeting of the Parties.

VII. CLOSING OF THE MEETING

23. The President summed up the Working Group's main decisions.  The third meeting of the
Working Group was scheduled to take place from 9 to 12 October 2000 and the main aim of that
meeting would be to finalize all the documents and draft decisions for submission to the second
meeting of the Parties.  Delegations could provide suggestions until 30 June 2000.  The President
closed the meeting on 31 May 2000.


