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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its fifteenth and sixteenth sessions, the Executive Body decided on its future priorities
and considered proposals for its new structure for the period after the adoption of the Protocol to
Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone. The Executive Body agreed, in
particular, that its priorities should shift to (i) the review and extension of existing protocols; and
(ii) the implementation of and compliance with existing agreements. It also defined as its future
core activities: (i) atmospheric monitoring and modelling; (ii) effects; and (iii) integrated
assessment, including modelling and economic benefit evaluation. 

Documents prepared under the auspices or at the request of the Executive Body for the
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution for GENERAL circulation should be
considered provisional unless APPROVED by the Executive Body.
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2. At its eighteenth session, the Working Group on Effects, taking into consideration the
relevant decisions of the Executive Body and the conclusions and recommendations of the
independent review of the effect-oriented activities, approved the note on the future priorities and
objectives of the effect-oriented activities (EB.AIR/WG.1/1999/3). It also invited all programmes
to consider at their Task Force meetings the practical implementation of these decisions,
conclusions and recommendations and agreed to revert to these issues at its nineteenth session.

3. At its seventeenth session, the Executive Body adopted decision 1999/2 concerning the
structure and organization of work, to take effect as of 1 January 2000 (ECE/EB.AIR/68, annex
III). It was decided that the Working Group on Effects would remain as it was, coordinating the
effect-oriented activities. It would provide the scientific basis for the review of the effects,
including recovery of the environment and human health following emission reductions in line with
protocols, and carry out damage and benefit evaluations. It would also alert the Executive Body to
any perceived additional, or changed, threats caused by air pollution that might require policy
response. The adopted mandate of the Working Group on Effects is annexed (annex I).

4. The Executive Body also stressed:

(a) The need for more advanced planning of the effect-oriented activities, which should
include, inter alia, the health effects of particulate matter, studies on heavy metals and persistent
organic pollutants (POPs), and the impact of air pollution on cultural heritage;

(b) The importance of monitoring and dynamic modelling of recovery;
(c) The need for the continuing assessment of actual damage observed in the

environment;
(d) The importance of close cooperation with other bodies under the Convention, in

particular with EMEP;
(e) The importance of further studies on uncertainties;
(f) The need for even closer cooperation with other bodies under the Convention, in

particular with the EMEP Steering Body; and
(g) The essential need for a stable, long-term financing mechanism.

5. The external review of the effect-oriented activities (carried out in 1998-1999) noted, and
the Executive Body acknowledged, the remarkable progress made and substantial results achieved
by the Working Group on Effects in addressing, on a high scientific level, the most important
problems related to the efficient implementation of the Convention. The new priorities and
recommendations for the future development of the effect-oriented activities are already reflected
in the current work-plan and further elaborated in the present note.
 
II. AMENDED OBJECTIVES AND TASKS OF THE WORKING GROUP ON EFFECTS

6. The objectives and priorities of the Working Group on Effects, as presented in document
EB.AIR/WG.1/1999/3, remain valid. However, following the  recent decisions and suggestions of
the Executive Body, the scope of some activities should be somewhat broadened and some new
elements should be added.
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7. Special attention should be given to the following:

(a) Further development /updating of knowledge on the state of the environment and on
impacts of air pollution, with increased stress on the human health aspects;

(b) Assessment of trends in damage and recovery and their relation to the implemented
control measures;

(c) Assessment of benefits of air pollution control and contribution to the assessment of
costs of damage and protection (when appropriate).

8. While the updating of knowledge on the effects of acidifying, eutrophying and oxidizing
compounds should continue, increased attention should be given to heavy metals, persistent
organic pollutants and particulate matter.

9. For a realistic evaluation of the benefits and the costs of damage more complete information
is needed on:

(a) Dose/response relationships (especially under field conditions); and
(b) Stock at risk.

In this context, further improvements in land-use data and maps, as well as in harmonizing their
use, should be pursued.

10. Effect-based approaches remain the principal method for developing control measures and
for assessing the impacts of their implementation. Therefore, in addition to the further development
of critical loads and levels, much more should be done on the development and application of risk
assessment.

11. Ongoing monitoring of the effects of air pollution should continue. However, the
effectiveness of these activities should be further increased, in particular through:

(a) The streamlining (rationalization) of monitoring networks and data collection and
reporting;

(b) Strengthened cooperation between monitoring activities of individual International
Cooperative Programmes (ICPs), including sharing of monitoring stations;

(c) Improved accessibility of available data to other interested parties (within as well as
outside the Convention) and further development of tools to guide users in the interpretation and
use of data in (effects) models.

12. A comprehensive assessment of the possible impacts of various pollution control scenarios
on sensitive receptors of the environment requires, inter alia:

(a) The continuation of the updating of steady-state models, including the use of
multiple criteria in relation to chemical and biological indicators;

(b) The further development and broader application of dynamic models; and
(c) The application of other appropriate methods, including for instance multi-variate
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analysis, artificial neural network, etc. (which might also contribute to weighting the factors
influencing a certain impact).

13. To ensure that effect-oriented activities are efficiently supporting the work under the
Convention,  the Bureau has drawn up a  list of possible short- and medium-term priority tasks for
consideration by the Working Group on Effects. The Bureau has also put forward draft terms of
reference for individual programmes (see annexes II-VII), based on the Working Group’s mandate,
as approved by the Executive Body at its seventeenth session (ECE/EB.AIR/68, annex III,
appendix IV). The earlier approved terms of reference for the Task Force on the Health Aspects of
Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (EB.AIR/WG.1/1998/2, annex I) are also annexed for
information (annex VIII). 

III. POSSIBLE FUTURE SHORT- AND MEDIUM-TERM PRIORITY TASKS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMMES AND THE TASK FORCE ON 
THE HEALTH ASPECTS OF AIR POLLUTION

14. ICP Forests:

(a) Further development of the evaluation and assessment of multi-stress impacts on
forests;

(b) Prioritization of factors influencing forest health;
(c) More policy-oriented evaluation and interpretation of results;
(d) Rationalization of monitoring activities.

15. ICP Waters:

(a) Assessment of trends in water chemistry and its relation to biota;
(b) Investigation of heavy metals;
(c) Application of dynamic modelling (e.g. for assessment of changes in biota).

16. ICP Materials:

(a) Dose-response relations for multi-pollutant effects on materials;
(b) Assessment of trends in atmospheric corrosion of materials;
(c) Environmental pollution by heavy metals emissions due to corrosion;
(d) Mapping of areas of increased  risk of corrosion (in cooperation with ICP Modelling

and Mapping);
(e) Assessment of stock at risk and costs of damage, including cultural heritage.

17. ICP Vegetation:

(a) Prioritization of factors influencing pollution damage to crops and (semi-)natural
vegetation;

(b) Assessment and mapping of stock at risk (in cooperation with ICP Modelling and
Mapping);
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(c) Evaluation of the costs of pollution damage;
(d) Study of heavy metals deposition.

18. ICP Integrated Monitoring:

(a) Prioritization of activities on integrated monitoring sites;
(b) Rationalization of the network and the activities;
(c) Further development of dynamic modelling with emphasis on time scales of recovery

and risk assessment;
(d) Monitoring and assessment of long-term trends, stores and fluxes of S and N

compounds, base cations and heavy metals;
(e) Biological monitoring and assessment of biological data, in particular on vegetation.

 
19. ICP Modelling and Mapping:

(a) Further development of tools for the application of the effect-based approach;
(b) Development of modelling of potential risks for effects, including dynamic

modelling;
(c) Assessment of damage and recovery;
(d) Evaluation of uncertainties/reliability of models/approaches/methods/assessments;
(e) Further development of critical loads/levels and exceedances maps.

20. Task Force on the Health Aspects of Air Pollution:

(a) Review of the health aspects of selected heavy metals;
(b) Review of the health aspects of selected persistent organic pollutants;
(c) Assistance in developing appropriate criteria for particulate matter for use in

integrated assessment modelling. 

IV. CONCLUDING REMARKS

21. The effective communication of comprehensive and reliable information on the observed
changes in the quality of the environment and on their impacts to all target groups would have an
essential role towards ensuring continuing political and financial support for the further
development of the effect-oriented activities.

22. One possible form of presenting the substantial contribution of the effect-oriented activities
to the work under the Convention might be the preparation of a comprehensive review and
assessment of the present state of the environment, focusing on the observed impacts of air
pollution and on the recorded trends. To this end the Working Group on Effects may wish to
request its Bureau to prepare for its next session in 2001 an annotated outline for such a report,
which should be finalized in 2003/2004. It should be understood, however, that the preparation of
this report would be a major undertaking, which would require the full attention of the Working
Group on Effects, its Bureau and all programmes over the next few years.    
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Annex I

MANDATE OF THE WORKING GROUP ON EFFECTS (ECE/EB.AIR/68)

1. At the request of the Executive Body and as required for the effective implementation of the
Convention, the Working Group on Effects collects, assesses and further develops knowledge and
information on:

(a) The present status and long-term trends in the degree and geographical extent of the
impact of air pollution, in particular its long-range transboundary impact;

(b) Dose-response relationships for agreed air pollutants;

(c) Critical loads, levels and limits for agreed air pollutants;

(d) Damage and benefits, as a basis for the further development of air pollution
abatement strategies.

2. The Working Group on Effects carries out work to:

(a) Assess the results and effectiveness of the implementation of the existing protocols
to the Convention;

(b) Identify the most endangered areas, ecosystems and receptors and the extent of the
effects of air pollution on human health and terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems and materials;

(c) Provide scientific substantiation for the review and further development of protocols.

3. The Working Group works in close collaboration with the Executive Body’s other
subsidiary bodies and with other relevant organizations. The Working Group on Effects provides
information for related scientific activities outside the Convention and/or for joint efforts with other
bodies/organizations.

4. The Bureau of the Working Group on Effects undertakes the detailed planning,
coordination, assessment and reporting of activities as defined in the work-plan for the
implementation of the Convention and carried out by its subsidiary units.
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Annex II

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME ON ASSESSMENT AND
MONITORING OF AIR POLLUTION EFFECTS ON FORESTS

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Aims and objectives of the Programme

1. To provide the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body for the Convention and
its subsidiaries bodies with information on changes in forests under actual environmental conditions
(in particular air pollution, including acidifying and eutrophying deposition, as well as other
stresses), and with new knowledge on cause-effect relationships. To this end, in particular:

(a) Provide further information on the spatial and temporal variation in forest condition
in relation to anthropogenic stress factors (in particular air pollution) as well as natural stress
factors on a European and national large-scale systematic network (level I);

(b) Contribute to a better understanding of the relationships between the condition of
forest ecosystems and anthropogenic stress factors (in particular air pollution) as well as natural
stress factors through intensive monitoring on a number of selected permanent observation plots
spread over Europe (level II) and study the development of important forest ecosystems in Europe;

(c) Provide a deeper insight into the interactions between the various components of
forest ecosystems by means of available information from in-depth studies;

(d) Contribute, in close cooperation with ICP on Modelling and Mapping, to the
calculation of critical levels/loads and their exceedances in forests and further collaborate with
other environmental monitoring programmes inside and outside the Convention;

(e) Contribute by means of the monitoring results to other aspects of relevance to forest
policy at national, pan-European and global levels, such as the effects of climatic changes on
forests or biodiversity in forests;

(f) Develop further tools to guide users  in the interpretation of the available data and
their  use in (effects) models;
 

(g) Provide policy makers and the general public with relevant information.

Programme’s organization and method of work

2. (a) A Programme Task Force (led by Germany), in cooperation with the Programme’s
Coordinating Centre (at the Federal Research Centre for Forestry and Forest Products, Hamburg,
Germany), is responsible for the detailed planning and coordination of the Programme. Intensive
monitoring of forest ecosystems on the permanent sample plots (level II), extensive large-scale
monitoring (level I) and integrated evaluation of results are carried out in cooperation with the
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European Commission. The ICP Forests expert panels and working groups undertake specific
tasks and participate in planning the further development of the Programme, updating methods and
procedures  for monitoring and evaluation, assessing the results and evaluating future strategies;

(b) The Programme Coordinating Centre (PCC) is entrusted with (i) the operational
management of the Programme’s implementation; (ii) the harmonization of methods, editing the
manual; (iii) data collection, processing and evaluation; (iv) managing  the database and ensuring
its accessibility to other users; (v) assessing  and interpreting data (also in cooperation with other
institutes), and reporting the results and findings.

Short- and medium-term tasks

3. The Task Force and its Programme Centre carry out, inter alia, the following tasks:

(a) Integrated evaluations of level I crown, soil and foliar data and relevant external data
from other large-scale surveys;

(b) Extrapolating relationships identified at level II with level I data;

(c) Further developing the understanding of cause-effect relationship by means of in-
depth studies including literature reviews;

(d) Contributing to the further integration of level II factors into the long-term critical
level of ozone for forest trees;

(e) Stimulating  common activities with other ICPs under the Working Group on Effects
(e.g. common intercalibration courses, ringtests and workshops);

(f) Cooperating with other international programmes in monitoring and evaluation;

(g) Reporting on progress according to Programme aims and short-term obligations as
defined in the work programme.
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Annex III

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME ON ASSESSMENT AND
MONITORING OF ACIDIFICATION OF RIVERS AND LAKES

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Aims and objectives of the Programme

1. To provide the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body for the Convention and
its subsidiary bodies with information on the state of surface water ecosystems and their long-term
changes, with respect to the regional variation and impact of selected air pollutants, and including
effects on biota. To this end, in particular:

(a) Assess the degree and geographical extent of the impact of air pollution, in particular
acidification, on surface waters;

(b) Collect information on dose/response relationships;

(c) Describe and evaluate long-term trends and variation in aquatic chemistry and biota
that are attributable to atmospheric pollution;

(d) Develop further tools to guide users  in the interpretation of the available data and
their use in (effects) models.
 
Programme’s organization and method of work

2. (a) A Programme Task Force (led by Norway) is responsible for planning, coordinating
and evaluating the Programme;

(b) The Programme Centre (at the Norwegian Institute for Water Research) is entrusted
with (i) collecting, processing and storing data from participating countries; (ii) managing the
database and ensuring its accessibility to other users; and (iii) assessing and interpreting data (also
in cooperation with other institutes), and reporting the results and findings, giving  particular
attention to long-term trends and dose/response relationships. 

Short- and medium-term tasks

3. The Task Force and its Programme Centre carry out, inter alia, the following tasks:

(a) Maintaining and developing an international network of surface water monitoring
sites;

(b) Promoting the international harmonization of monitoring practices by:
- Maintaining and updating a manual for methods and operation;
- Conducting interlaboratory comparisons;
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- Compiling a centralized database with data quality control and assessment  
   capabilities;

(c) Developing and recommending chemical and biological methods for surface water
monitoring;

(d) Addressing water-related questions in cooperation with other ICPs, e.g. by dynamic
modelling;

(e) Conducting workshops on topics of central interest to the Programme Task Force
and the aquatic effects research community;

(f) Reporting on progress according to Programme aims and short-term obligations as
defined in the work programme.
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Annex IV

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME ON EFFECTS OF AIR
POLLUTION ON MATERIALS, INCLUDING HISTORIC AND CULTURAL

MONUMENTS

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Aims and objectives of the Programme

1. To provide the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body for the Convention and
its subsidiary bodies with information on the quantification of the multi-pollutant effects on the
atmospheric corrosion of important materials under different environmental conditions. To this
end, in particular:

(a) Perform a quantitative evaluation of the effects of multi-pollutants such as S and N
compounds, O  and particles as well as climate parameters on the atmospheric corrosion of3

important materials, including materials used in objects of cultural heritage;

(b) Describe and evaluate long-term corrosion trends attributable to atmospheric
pollution;

(c) Identify areas with increased risk of corrosion in Parties to the Convention;

(d) Provide information on stock of materials at risk for use in the economic assessment
of corrosion caused by air pollutants on materials, including cultural heritage;

(e) Develop further tools to guide users  in the interpretation of the available data and
their use in (effects) models.

Programme’s organization and method of work

2. (a) A Programme Task Force (led by Sweden), in cooperation with the Programme’s
Main Research Centre (at the Swedish Corrosion Institute, Stockholm) is responsible for the
detailed planning and coordination of the Programme comprising of: (i) the long-term exposure of
materials’ samples in an international network of test sites covering a wide geographical area, for
evaluation of dose/response functions; (ii) repeated one-year exposures for evaluation of trends in
effects; (iii) managing the database and ensuring its accessibility to other users; and (iv) assessing 
and interpreting data (also in cooperation with other institutes), and reporting results and findings;

(b) The implementation of the Programme is supported by the environmental sub-centre
(in Norway) and by a number of research sub-centres (in Austria, Czech Republic, Germany,
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom).
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Short- and medium-term tasks

3. The Task Force and its Main Research Centre, in cooperation with the sub-centres, carry
out, inter alia, the following tasks:

(a) Maintaining and developing an international network of atmospheric corrosion sites;

(b) Collecting corrosion, pollution and other environmental data enabling the assessment
of the effects of multi-pollutant exposure; 

(c) Evaluating corrosion attack on exposed materials in the form of dose/response
relationships;

(d) Assessing trends in atmospheric corrosion of materials;

(e) Developing the ‘acceptable level’ approach for materials in order to assess threshold
levels of pollutants;

(f) Developing procedures for identifying and mapping areas with a high risk of
corrosion;

(g) Assessing the release of heavy metals to the environment due to atmospheric
corrosion and rain-wash;

(h) Reporting on progress according to Programme aims and short-term obligations as
defined in the work programme.
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Annex V

 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME ON EFFECTS OF AIR
POLLUTION ON NATURAL VEGETATION AND CROPS

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Aims and objectives of the Programme

1. To provide the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body and its other subsidiary
bodies with information on the effects of air pollution on natural vegetation and crops. To this end,
in particular:

(a) Evaluate experimental data on the responses of natural vegetation and crops to
ozone to validate the critical levels defined in the mapping manual and to show the effects of
exceedances;

(b) Provide information for the further (implementation and) development of effects-
based protocols such as the 1998 Protocols on Heavy Metals and POPs, and the 1999  Protocol to
Abate Acidification, Eutrophication and Ground-level Ozone, with respect to natural vegetation
and crops;

(c) Develop further tools to guide users  in the interpretation of the available data and
their use in (effects) models.

Programme’s organization and method of work

2. (a) A Programme Task Force (led by the United Kingdom), with the cooperation of the
Programme Centre (at the Bangor Research Unit of the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology,
Bangor, United Kingdom), undertakes the detailed planning and coordination of the Programme;

(b) The Programme Centre (advised by the Steering Committee comprising
internationally recognized specialists nominated by the Task Force) is responsible for: (i) the
planning and implementation of the experimental programme; (ii) the collection and processing of
data, database management and ensuring its accessibility to other users; (iii) analysis and modelling;
and (iv) summing up, assessing  and interpreting data (also in cooperation with other institutes),
and reporting the results and findings.

Short- and medium-term tasks

3. The Task Force and its Programme Centre carry out, inter alia, the following tasks:

(a) Incorporating level II factors into the long-term critical level of ozone for crops;

(b) Producing maps of exceedance of critical levels which incorporate level II factors (in
collaboration with EMEP and ICP on Modelling and Mapping);
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(c) Developing dose-response functions and “stock-at-risk” information for use in the
economic assessment of crop losses due to ozone;

(d) Conducting literature reviews and specific experiments to provide further
information on the critical levels of ozone for selected plants, plant communities and biodiversity;

(e) Initiating literature reviews and experiments on the accumulation of atmospheric
deposition of heavy metals by selected plants, and coordinating and evaluating the heavy metals in
Mosses programme;

(f) Reporting on progress according to Programme aims and short-term obligations as
defined in the work programme.
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Annex VI

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME ON INTEGRATED MONITORING
OF AIR POLLUTION EFFECTS ON ECOSYSTEMS

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Aims and objectives of the Programme

1. To provide the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body for the Convention and
its subsidiary bodies with information on the state of ecosystems and their long-term changes, with
respect to the regional variation and impact of selected air pollutants, and including effects on
biota. To this end, in particular:

(a) Monitor the state of natural/semi-natural ecosystems and provide explanations for
changes, in terms of causative environmental factors;

(b) Develop and validate models for the simulation of ecosystem effects and use these to
estimate responses to actual or predicted changes in pollution stress;

(c) Carry out biomonitoring for detecting changes and develop biota indicators
identifying future alterations;

(d) Develop further tools to guide users  in the interpretation of the available data and
their use in (effects) models.

Programme’s organization and method of work

2. (a) A Programme Task Force (led by Sweden) is responsible for planning, coordinating
and evaluating the Programme;

(b) The Programme Centre (at the Finnish Environment Institute, Helsinki) is entrusted
with (i) collecting, processing and storing data from participating countries; (ii) managing the
database and ensuring its accessibility to other users; and (iii) assessing and interpreting data (also
in cooperation with other institutes), giving  particular attention to the assessment and modelling of
complex interactions in natural and semi-natural ecosystems.

Short- and medium-term tasks

3. The Task Force and its Programme Centre carry out, inter alia, the following tasks:

(a) Prioritizing and rationalizing the Programme’s network, monitoring activities, and
data reporting;

(b) Developing dynamic modelling with emphasis on timescales of recovery and risk
assessment;
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(c) Monitoring and assessing long-term trends, stores and fluxes of elements and
compounds of priority interest to the Convention (e.g. S and N, heavy metals), as well as other
elements/parameters important for the evaluation of environmental effects (such as C, P, base
cations) and for meeting relevant international data requirements;

(d) Developing biomonitoring and assessment of biological data (particularly on
vegetation);

(e) Reporting on progress according to Programme aims and short-term obligations as
defined in the work programme.
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Annex VII

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAMME ON MODELLING AND MAPPING

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Aims and objectives of the Programme

1. To provide the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body for the Convention and
its subsidiary bodies with comprehensive information on critical loads and levels and their
exceedances for selected pollutants, on the development and application of other methods for
effect-based approaches, and on the modelling and mapping of the present status and trends in
impacts of air pollution.

Programme’s organization

2. The International Cooperative Programme on Modelling and Mapping was established in
1999 (ECE/EB.AIR/68, para. 52 (f)) to further develop and expand activities so far carried out by
the Task Force on Mapping of Critical Levels and Loads and their Exceedances (led by Germany)
and by the Coordination Center for Effects (at the National Institute of Public Health and the
Environment at Bilthoven, Netherlands), pursuant to their original mandates (EB.AIR/WG.1/18),
amended to reflect the present structure of the Executive Body and the new requirements.

Mandate for the Task Force of the ICP on Modelling and Mapping

3. (a) The Programme Task Force supports the Working Group on Effects, the Working
Group on Strategies and Review and other subsidiary bodies under the Convention by modelling,
mapping, reviewing and assessing the critical loads and levels and their exceedances and by making
recommendations on the further development of effect-based approaches, and on future modelling
and mapping requirements;

(b) The Task Force plans, coordinates and evaluates the Programme’s activities, it is
responsible for updating the Programme Manual, as well as for quality assurance; 

(c) The Task Force prepares regular reports, presenting, and, where appropriate,
interpreting Programme data.

Mandate for the Coordination Center for Effects

4. (a) The Coordination Center for Effects (CCE) assists the Task Force of the ICP on
Modelling and Mapping, and gives scientific and technical support, in collaboration with the
Programme Centres under the Convention, to the Working Group on Effects and, as required, to
the Working Group on Strategies and Review, as well as to other  relevant subsidiary bodies under
the Convention, in their work related to the effects of air pollution, including the practical
development of  methods and models for calculating critical loads and levels and the application of
other effect-based approaches;
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(b) In support of the critical loads/levels mapping and modelling exercise, CCE:

(i) Provides guidance and documentation on the methodologies and data used in
developing  critical loads and critical levels of relevant pollutants, and their
exceedances;

(ii) Collects and assesses national and European data used in the modelling and
mapping of critical loads and levels of relevant pollutants. The Center circulates
draft maps and modelling methodologies for review and comment by National Focal
Centres, and updates modelling methodologies and maps as appropriate;

(iii) Produces reports and maps on critical loads/levels documenting mapping and
modelling methodologies, with the assistance of the National Focal Centres and in
cooperation with the Task Force on ICP on Modelling and Mapping;

(iv) Provides, upon request, the Working Group on Effects and the Task Force on ICP
on Modelling and Mapping, the Working Group on Strategies and Review and the
Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling, with scientific advice regarding
the use and interpretation of data and modelling methodologies for critical loads and
levels;

(v) Maintains and updates relevant databases and methodologies, and serves as a
clearing house for data collection and exchange regarding critical loads and levels
among Parties to the Convention, in consultation with the International Cooperative
Programmes and EMEP;

(vi) Conducts periodic training sessions and workshops to assist National Focal Centres
in their work, and to review activities and develop and refine methodologies used in
conjunction with the critical load and critical level mapping exercise;

(c) While the Coordination Center for Effects reports to the Working Group on Effects
and the Task Force of  ICP on Modelling and Mapping, and receives guidance and instruction from
them concerning tasks, priorities and timetables, it also assists the Working Group on Strategies
and Review, the Task Force on Integrated Assessment Modelling, and other bodies under the
Convention, when appropriate.
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Annex VIII

TASK FORCE ON THE HEALTH ASPECTS OF AIR POLLUTANTS

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE JOINT TASK FORCE OF WHO/ECEH AND THE
EXECUTIVE BODY ON THE HEALTH ASPECTS OF LONG-RANGE

TRANSBOUNDARY AIR POLLUTION (EB.AIR/WG.1/1998/2)

Objectives

1. To support the Working Group on Effects and the Executive Body in
preparing/substantiating new and/or updated protocols, the Task Force will evaluate and
assess the health effects of long-range transboundary air pollution and provide necessary
information on the subject.

Method of work

2. Giving top priority to the health aspects of particulate matter, the Task Force will:

(a) Collate and assess available knowledge and data;

(b) Identify information and data needed for the assessment;

(c) Collect this information and these data;

(d) Quantify the contribution of long-range transboundary air pollution to human
health risks;

(e) Define priorities that may serve as a guide for monitoring and abatement
strategies;

(d) Report on progress according to its objectives and short-term obligations as
defined in the work programme.

Organization of work

3. The Task Force, consisting of experts nominated by the Parties to the Convention,
will be led by the WHO European Centre for Environment and Health; the ECE secretariat
will service its meetings. The Task Force will report to the Working Group on Effects.


