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PROPOSAL FOR 

A POLICY STATEMENT ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY

Having regard to:

• The ‘Environment for Europe’ Ministerial Declaration, Sofia, October 1995,

• The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and Agenda 21, June 1992,

• The Programme for further implementation of Agenda 21, United Nations General Assembly Special 

Session, June 1997, 

• The Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and its protocols, United Nations

Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE),

• The Energy Charter Treaty and the Protocol on Energy Efficiency and Related Environmental Aspects,

to come into force in 1998,

• The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, December 1997,

• The background papers, case studies and country profiles of the Energy Conservation Initiative

prepared during 1997 and 1998 for this Conference,

• National, bilateral and multilateral cooperative efforts to increase energy efficiency,

• The Global Environment Facility (GEF), which provides financial and technical support for the

implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and other 

global conventions,
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Considering that:

C Continued improvements in the entire energy cycle from production to distribution and

consumption have many environmental benefits because they help to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions and to relieve local and regional air pollution, acidification and water pollution, land

degradation, health problems and other environmental impacts,

C There are important principles and approaches that can be widely applied although there is no

single formula for energy efficiency policy which is appropriate for all countries,

C Energy efficiency is a driving force in economic development and environmental protection, thus

contributing to both competitiveness and sustainable development,

C A high potential remains for cost-effective energy efficiency improvements by the introduction of

energy-efficient technologies, good energy management techniques and energy-efficient behaviour,

C A substantial part of this potential may be achieved at no cost or even with immediate economic

benefits, 

C Energy efficiency may interact beneficially with small-scale energy supply and renewable energy,

C End-use energy prices should reflect as much as possible a competitive market, ensuring market-

oriented price formation, including full reflection of environmental costs and benefits, and

appreciating that such price formation is essential to progress in energy efficiency,

C Many market and institutional barriers delay the realization of the full potential for energy

efficiency improvements,

C A systematic and comprehensive approach to energy efficiency policies and programmes should

complement and reinforce the market approach and not replace it,

C This approach has to be pursued in partnership with Governments, the private sector and others

integrating various responsibilities ranging from energy, economy, industrial development to

transport and the environment, 

C Many opportunities are open for cooperation amongst members of the Energy Charter Conference,

and of UN/ECE and the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

(UN/FCCC) to share experiences, know-how and financial support,

C The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP) and the World Bank could contribute to the implementation of energy

efficiency programmes and projects through the GEF financial mechanism,

We, the Ministers at the Århus Conference,

1. Recognise that energy efficiency policies are one of the most important elements in

achieving our national and international goals in economy, environment, energy supply security, and

technology,  which all influence the quality of life; 
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 Contained in ECE/CEP/47/Add.1.1

2. Welcome the Guidelines on Energy Conservation in Europe , appreciating that its1

findings are important and should be considered, as appropriate, in the further elaboration and

implementation of our national, regional and local energy efficiency policies and for setting ambitious

targets for energy efficiency;

3. Agree to promote action to:

(a) Review, revise and invigorate as necessary our Governments’ national approaches to energy

efficiency promotion, and better integrate energy efficiency into our national energy, environmental,

economic and social development strategies;

(b) Promote the implementation of energy efficiency policies, and, in that context, develop

general public awareness, ensure a suitable market mechanism and a framework which enables

decentralized approaches, and introduce or develop highly performing yet cost-effective and

environmentally sound technologies and integrated systems;

(c) Promote energy markets and pricing reforms to ensure less distorted prices and incentives

which encourage better energy use and increasingly reflect the environmental costs of energy

production and use, specifically by:

(i) Modifying and phasing out those energy price subsidies which have an adverse

impact on the environment before the year 2005 and encouraging international

cooperation to establish review mechanisms to ensure this;

(ii) Internalizing to the extent necessary and practicable environmental externalities in the

energy prices before the year 2005;

(d) Promote energy-efficient and cleaner technologies by transforming our domestic and

international markets, specifically by:

(i) Developing, implementing and monitoring at an appropriate level in cooperation with

the relevant parties, mandatory or voluntary minimum energy efficiency standards

(such as voluntary commitments) on an ambitious and dynamic level for buildings

and for relevant household appliances and standardized equipment, wherever

practicable before the year 2005;

(ii) Developing a strategy for promoting combined heat and power and, to the extent

efficient and feasible, district heating and cooling, and combined with renewable

energy, and encouraging international consideration of the options for establishing a

focal point to assist in this;

(e) Promote investments in energy efficiency by encouraging international financial institutions,

donors and other relevant parties, including the private sector, to increase energy efficiency 
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investments significantly to become a considerable part of their economic activities within existing

programmes; by supporting international cooperation in the continuous development of a ‘clearing

house’ for new small-scale energy efficiency projects in order to make them bankable; and by

encouraging the development of an energy efficiency service industry;

(f) Promote the international exchange of experiences on the best use of the opportunities for

developing new markets in energy efficiency and energy services to create more jobs on a sustainable

basis;

(g) Support the development of improved data and indicators to monitor and evaluate the

progress being made in energy use by the end-use sectors, including the environmental aspects of this;

(h) Strengthen international cooperation in monitoring the implementation of energy efficiency

policies. Progress should be reported to the next ‘Environment for Europe’ Conference;

(i) Urge those Governments that have ratified the Protocol on Energy Efficiency and Related

Environmental Aspects to implement its provisions fully;

(j) Urge Governments to work vigorously and cooperatively to achieve the objectives of the

Kyoto Protocol and the Protocol on Energy Efficiency and Related Environmental Aspects, e.g. by

speeding up, as appropriate, the processes to sign and ratify them.

- - - - - - - -


