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 First, we would like to thank the Bureau and all members of the CEP, the UNECE Water 
Convention for supporting the proposals of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Central Asian 
countries to select a water theme as the main theme for the conference in Astana.  

 The need for discussion is primarily due to the dependence of future economic 
development of Central Asia and other countries on water.   

 Kazakhstan has a common river and lake ecosystems with all the countries of Central 
Asia, Russia, the Caucasus, China and Afghanistan.  

 However, despite a number of previous and ongoing international programs in the region 
has not yet created a solid legal and institutional framework for effective cooperation on this 
issue.  

 A disadvantage of many existing international programs is their short-term frame of 
funding and fragmentary approaches, depending on the authority of a different international 
organization.  

 Therefore, Kazakhstan welcomes the strengthening of the Pan-European 
Environmental Programme, as a broad platform for uniting the efforts of all interested 
countries and organizations for better environment.  

 We hope that the forthcoming conference in Astana in 2011 will help us to create a 
stable political framework for long-term regional and sub-regional programmes to protect, first, 
transboundary water and water related ecosystems required a common effort.  

 In this regard, Kazakhstan welcomes the proposal by the EU, Switzerland and other 
countries to use of already established practical mechanisms and instruments for 
environmental protection, such as IWRM, MEA, EU directives, payment for ecosystem services, 
environmental education and others.  

 It is important that these and other policy instruments should be considered not as 
separate or competing sub-themes, as sometimes happens, but as interrelated elements of the 
overall and well coordinated programme, whose ultimate goal is the preservation of water-
related ecosystems that support environmental sustainability in the global and regional scale.  

 The question which we propose to discuss at this meeting are: Which of these topics or 
tools are most effective at this stage in the region and countries –beneficiaries of the EfE 
Programme?  

 Our experience in implementing various tools for sustainable water management at the 
national and transboundary levels shows that the most important are the following:  
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 The first. River Basin Management Programme and IWRM .  

 Adoption EfE Programme (sub) for the conservation of water-related ecosystems. In 
addition, the development on its basis for each basin, River basin management plans for 
transboundary waters, based on IWRM principles, taking into account water quality, increased 
water demand and climate change.  

 In our opinion, the creation of sub-regional (Eurasian) sub-programme under the 
auspices of two programmes: the European and Asian will harmonize existing in these two 
regions, approaches, and better use of the entire region to develop trade, energy security, 
transport, tourism and other areas, important for regional cooperation and sustainable 
development.  

             The second.  Institutional issues.  

 Organization of a special body for management of conservation of water-related 
ecosystems programme (sub). Kazakhstan had previously suggested that to manage such a 
programme, we need a special body established under the auspices of the UNECE and ESCAP, 
which is due to the fact that river basins and their ecosystems are common in these two regions. 
The place of location of the special body may be the capital of Kazakhstan Astana city – in the 
center of Eurasia continent.  

            The third.  Economic tools.   

 Creation of  a regional economic and financial mechanism for common water use as 
part of the river basin programme that promote the economical use of water and equitable 
distribution of benefits from cooperation in river basins across water users, sectors and countries.  

           Such a mechanism could facilitate the most efficient and economical use of water, take 
account of ecosystem services, and economic instruments of the UNFCCC Kyoto Protocol. 
International financial institutions are also needed as a guarantor for the implementation of 
agreements and obligations of the Parties.  

          The fourth. Information and monitoring.  

The development of integrated and accessible databases on the ecosystems of rivers and 
lakes on the basis of monitoring systems. 

Existing current databases on the quality and quantity of water are fragmented, 
distributed by various organizations and are not available for many water users and the general 
public.  

 The fifth. Capacity building.  

 Increasing of the capacity of public basin councils, water management and 
environmental organizations, NGOs and water user associations. With this aim, the 
enhanced ability to conduct training and education of existing secretariats and executive bodies 
of the transboundary river basin management. Staff training of project management and financial 
management. Environmental education for the general public and water users.  



 3 

 We believe that these measures are the same as it was proposed by the EU and 
Switzerland, but more concrete and based on our practical experience.  These proposals may 
create a base for our future coordinated efforts and will help us in practical solving of urgent 
challenges, not only in water sector, but in climate change, biodiversity and green economy as 
well.  

Sub-themes, expected decisions /outcomes in Astana, and preparatory actions 

№ Sub-theme   Document/decision Preparation activities 
1. IWRM and River 

basin management 
programme/ action 
plan of  sub-region/ 
region 

Statement by the interested 
countries on development or 
adoption of  river basin 
management programme/ action 
plan for the preservation of 
water related ecosystems  

Report (s) on water-related 
ecosystems based on previous 
assessments. 
Developing of  the Programme/ 
Action Plan.  
Meetings and discussions with the 
interested countries of  basins (at the 
Water Convention conference, in 
2010 if possible) 
 

2. Institutional 
support for 
cooperation for the 
conservation of 
water-related 
ecosystems of sub-
region / or region 

Decision of stakeholders on 
establishment of a joint body 
under the UNECE and ESCAP 
to coordinate sub-programme on 
conservation of water-related 
ecosystems  

Preparation of the draft charter. 
Discussion with stakeholders, 
including international organizations, 
business and NGOs. 
Presentation of the draft Charter at the 
Conference (side-event) 

3. Economic and 
Financial mechanism
of a joint water use 
and preservation of 
water  related 
ecosystems 

Document for approval at the 
Conference in Astana. 
Pilot project 

Preparation of proposals on economic 
and financial mechanisms for a  joint 
water use (based on and with the 
participation of existing projects). 
Seminars or round table to discuss the 
draft document with interested parties 
 

4. Information  and 
data base for the 
conservation of 
water-related 
ecosystems 

The decision of establishment of 
data base in the outcome 
document of the Conference. 
Pilot projects with interested 
partners to develop integrated 
and accessible database 
 

Preparation of pilot projects and 
proposals for the establishment of a 
joint database on water related 
ecosystems in the region/ sub-region 

5. Capacity building A separate item in the in the 
outcome document of the 
Conference. 
Pilot projects  on capacity 
building 

Preparation of pilot projects and 
proposals to increase capacity, the 
negotiations with potential donors, the 
presentation of pilot projects at the 
Conference in Astana 
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