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Report on progress in establishing the 
Shared Environmental Information 
System (SEIS) in support to regular 
reporting in the pan-European region 

Background 
 

WGEMA was mandated to review progress in establishing SEIS, 
and the report is foreseen to be submitted to the EfE Ministerial 
Conference in Batumi in June 2016 through CEP. 

WGEMA had agreed to: 
• Assess progress in establishing SEIS in support of regular 

reporting in the pan-European region 

• Develop a reporting mechanism for managing SEIS and collect 
information on the availability and on-line accessibility of SEIS 
data sets and related information 



 

The review process 
 

• Developing a framework to review progress towards SEIS 
included: 
– identifying specific data sets for the pan-European SEIS, as 

defined by 67 data sets grouped across seven thematic areas 
(air pollution, climate change, water, biodiversity, land and soil, 
energy and waste). 

– a reporting mechanism to be developed as an online 
application that allows each member State to provide 
summary records and information for each data set (in 
process) 

– five criteria for review as proposed by the secretariat in its 
concept for a reporting mechanism. 
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The review process 
 

• Desk study conducted in the period between August 2015 and 
January 2016 

• Secretariat collected all relevant information related to each 
environmental data set available online 

• Data sets were rated according to the five criteria for review 
– Online accessibility 
– Update regularity 
– Production methodology 
– Data interpretation and use 
– Data source 
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Results 

 

• The 67 data sets and related information has been assessed for  
53 pan-European countries. 

• 22  countries have provided the secretariat with their comments 
and validated their SEIS status as of January 2016. 

• Out of the 67 SEIS-related data sets, 51 per cent were available  
across all national websites. 
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Air pollution Waste Climate Change 



Water Waste 



Performance by review criteria 

 

64 %  Update regularity 94% 

 

90% Production methodology 100% 
 

84% Data interpretation and use 100% 

 

81% Data source 100% 
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Improving the availability and accessibility of SEIS data sets and 
related information 

 

• Significant progress has been made by the reviewed countries in 
establishing SEIS. 

• Case study examples  
– Belarus 
– Italy 
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Extending the analysis 
 

• Diversity in how SEIS-relevant data set are published online is not fully 
reflected. 
– some countries have all their data available on only one website 

while others have several focal points and the information is spread 
across many platforms and types of media. 

– most websites still present all publically available information in one 
language. 

– user friendliness vary significantly (e.g. clarity and the way data is 
being presented). 

• Initial approach has not been satisfactory in addressing variations in 
online accessibility.  

• Need to further develop the reporting mechanism to address and 
monitor performance gaps over time. 

Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular 
reporting in the pan-European region 



Conclusions 
 

• The drive towards establishing the SEIS and to facilitate data 
harmonisation has had a positive impact. 
– 32 countries in the pan-European region have improved their SEIS 

performance score. 
– Only a limited number of countries for which only a few or no data 

sets could be found online. 

• Results have highlighted performance gaps and areas in need of 
improvements. 
– Updating data sets with more recent content. 

• Move beyond evaluating SEIS implementation across thematic areas 
and data sets to include an assessment of the content (e.g. data 
quality) as part of the reporting mechanism. 
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Next steps 
 

• Finalize the report for Batumi 

• Bring in all three SEIS pillars into the the review and extend the 
analysis 
– expand on the review criteria to enhance data quality  
– update the indicators and associated data sets  

• Progress in developing the online application of the reporting 
mechanism as a self-assessment tool for each country. 
– re-engage the development sub-group 
– liase with developers from UNEP live 
– pilot the reporting mechanism and online application  
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European regional assessment of the 
Sixth Global Environmental Outlook 

Background 

 

• At its 20th session, CEP accepted UNEPs invitation to work  
in a collaborative manner with ECE and EEA on a regional 
environmental assessment. 

• At its 21st session, CEP agreed to launch the European regional 
assessment of the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook (GEO-6) 
as the regional environmental assessment at the Batumi 
Ministerial Conference. 

 



The GEO-6 Pan-European 
Regional Assessment 

Special Session of the Committee on 
Environmental Policy 

Geneva, 23-25 February 2016 



Key process milestones 

1. IGMC  
(Oct 2014) 

3. REIN  
(Apr 2015) 

4. Drafting 
(Apr – Oct 

2015) 

5. Stage 1 
Peer Review 
(Nov 2015) 

6. Stage 2 
Peer Review 

(Dec, Jan 
2016) 

7. Consult  
on Summary 

8. Production 
stage 

9. Launch 
 at Batumi 

  

2. 
Nomination 
of experts 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide 1:  KEY PROCESS MILESTONES The GEO-6 process began at the Global Intergovernmental and Multi-stakeholder Consultation in Berlin in October 2014, where it was agreed that the next global GEO-6 will build upon 6 UNEP GEO-6 regional assessments to enhance a bottom up approach to developing the global assessment. The GEO-6 regional and global assessments will provide a comprehensive picture of the environmental factors contributing to human well-being, accompanied by an analysis of policies leading to greater attainment of global environmental objectives and goals, as well as an outlook.  All experts who participate in the GEO process at both the global and the regional scale have been nominated by governments and key stakeholder groups. Additional nominations to fill knowledge gaps and address geographical coverage have also been cleared by the global Scientific Advisory Panel. The Pan-European regional assessment has been prepared by over 70 experts from 25 different countries. The Pan-European Regional Assessment started in April 2015 with the Regional Environmental Information Network Conference (REIN), which was co-convened by UNEP and UNECE, and brought together WGEMA, EIONET and GEO experts. The conference agreed on the narrative for the assessment, the regional priorities, emerging issues and outlooks. The drafting of the report took place between May and October of 2015.  5 & 6. The global scientific advisory panel agreed to a two stage review for the regional GEO assessments. More information on this will be provided in the next slide. 7. The proposed consultation process on the Summary of key findings and policy messages is also presented in the following slides. 8. Once the stage 2 comments have been included the assessment will enter the production phase where it will be laid out into an e-book format comprising multiple layers so the reader can access further information on particular topics. 9. Finally the assessment will be launched at Batumi 



Peer review process 

Stage 1:  
Expert Peer Review  

(October – November 2015 – 3 weeks) 
 

Stage 2:  
Intergovernmental & Multi-stakeholder Peer Review 

(December – January 2016 – 6 weeks) 
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Presentation Notes
SLIDE 2: Peer review process The stage 1 review process was an expert peer review process which resulted in over 40 contributions and just over 1000 comments. The stage 2 review process was an intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder review process which was conducted from mid-December 2015 through until the end of January 2016. The timeframe was extended from a proposed 4 week period to a 6 week period following feedback from the CEP at the 21st Session in October 2015. The stage 2 review of the Pan-European Assessment was even more extensive than stage 1. We received approximately 1,300 comments from 50 individuals, organisations & institutions. We received comments from Government agencies/representatives from 12 pan-European countries, as well as the EEA.   Overall the 1st and 2nd stage review processes have been very extensive and helped to ensure the legitimacy of the process.(Bulgaria, Croatia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Norway, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland, and Turkey). 



Summary of Key Findings and 
Policy Messages 

A draft summary will be prepared for consultation with 
the CEP and the GEO-6 HLG 
 
The draft summary will be available for review by CEP 
from 01-14 March 2016 
 
Final discussions on the summary will take place in a 
face to face meeting of the GEO-6 HLG & representatives 
of the CEP Bureau 
30 March – 01 April 2016  
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SLIDE 3: Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages The global GEO-6 High Level Intergovernmental and Multi-stakeholder Group has the mandate to approve the assessment and the summary for use in global and regional high level fora and as basis for the global assessment. However, to increase the legitimacy of the summary in its development and its content, and particularly with regard to its presentation in Batumi, UNECE and UNEP in consultation with the GEO-6 High Level Group has proposed a consultation process with CEP as well as with the GEO-6 High Level Group. Following the CEP Bureau meeting yesterday I will present a slightly different proposal than outlined in information paper number 8.  In essence the main change is to engage the CEP and CEP Bureau rather than representatives of the WGEMA. This is due to the nature of the task which focuses on ensuring the policy relevance of the summary, as opposed to a focus on technical aspects. The proposed process is as follows: Following the incorporation of stage 2 review comments and finalization of the draft assessment report, the draft summary will be prepared by the expert assessment team with support from UNEP and UNECE secretariat. The draft summary will be based on the findings, key messages and conclusions of the assessment. The draft summary will then be sent to CEP member representatives and observers for a two week consultation period from 1st – 14th March.  After this consultation period a revised working draft will be submitted to the GEO-6 HLG and the CEP Bureau in preparation for a final meeting on the assessment and the summary. A face to face meeting will be held from March 30th to April 1st 2016 at UNEP’s regional office to approve the assessment and agree the summary. As stated whilst the GEO-6 HLG has this mandate it is proposed that the Bureau select their representatives to participate in the meeting and support the work of the GEO-6 HLG. The summary will then be translated and submitted to Batumi. 



Documents & Launch 
at Batumi 

Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages  
(made available as an inf doc and submitted in advance 
of the meeting) 
 
GEO-6 Pan-European Regional Assessment 
(made available as an inf doc and embargoed until the 
launch on June 8th) 
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SLIDE 4: DOCUMENTS & Launch FOR BATUMI The Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages will be made available as an inf doc and submitted in advance of the Batumi meeting. It will be available in English, French and Russian The GEO-6 Pan-European Regional Assessment – in an e-book format - will be made available as an inf doc and embargoed until the launch on June 8th



Thank you 

Special Session of the Committee on 
Environmental Policy 

Geneva, 23-25 February 2016 


	Developing the Shared Environmental Information System and keeping the pan-European environment under review — the European regional assessment of the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook
	Outline
	Report on progress in establishing the Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	Progress in establishing SEIS in support to regular reporting in the pan-European region
	European regional assessment of the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook
	The GEO-6 Pan-European Regional Assessment
	Key process milestones
	Peer review process
	Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages
	Documents & Launch�at Batumi
	Thank you

