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Summary 
 The Reform Plan of the Environment for Europe process (ECE/CEP/S/152, annex I, and Corr.1) 
adopted by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Committee on Environmental 
Policy in 2009, and subsequently endorsed by ECE, mandated the Committee to act as the convening 
body for the preparatory processes for the Environment for Europe ministerial conferences. 

 At its twenty-first session (Geneva, 27–30 October 2015), the Committee agreed to launch the 
European regional assessment of the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook (GEO-6) as the regional 
environmental assessment at the Batumi Ministerial Conference. In that regard, the Committee 
expressed its wish to be involved in peer reviewing the draft of the assessment (see ECE/CEP/2015/2, 
forthcoming).  

 The present document was prepared by the secretariat together with the United Nations 
Environment Programme to present the outline of European regional assessment of GEO-6 as well as 
the proposed approach for developing and consulting on the summary of key findings and policy 
messages of GEO-6, which will be submitted to the Batumi Ministerial Conference.  

 The Committee will be invited to consider the information provided therein, as appropriate. 

 
  

  
 * This document was not formally edited. 
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  Introduction 

1. The Reform Plan of the Environment for Europe process (ECE/CEP/S/152, annex I, 
and Corr.1) adopted by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) 
Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP) in 2009, and subsequently endorsed by ECE, 
mandated the Committee to act as the convening body for the preparatory processes for the 
Environment for Europe (EfE) ministerial conferences. 

2. At its twenty-first session (Geneva, 27–30 October 2015), the Committee agreed to 
launch the European regional assessment of the Sixth Global Environmental Outlook 
(GEO-6) as the regional environmental assessment at the Batumi Ministerial Conference. In 
that regard, the Committee expressed its wish to be involved in peer reviewing the draft of 
the assessment (see ECE/CEP/2015/2, forthcoming). 

3. The current information note was prepared with a view to inform the Committee 
about the recent developments and next steps in preparing the European regional 
assessment of GEO-6, including preparing a summary of key findings and policy messages 
of the European regional assessment of the GEO-6. The note was prepared by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in consultation with the ECE secretariat.  

4. The Committee will be invited to consider the information therein, as appropriate.  

 I. Background 

5. On 23 October, 2014 in Berlin, Germany, governments and stakeholders set in 
motion the sixth edition of the UNEP flagship Global Environment Outlook (GEO-6) 
assessment. The upcoming GEO-6, to be launched by 2018, will build upon regional 
assessment processes and create a comprehensive picture of the environmental factors 
contributing to human well-being, accompanied by an analysis of policies leading to greater 
attainment of global environmental objectives and goals. 

6. The European regional GEO-6 assessment started in April 2015 with the Regional 
Environmental Information Network Conference (REIN), which was co-convened by 
UNEP and UNECE, and brought together WGEMA, EIONET and GEO experts. The 
consultation identified regional priorities, emerging issues and outlooks to guide the 
assessment. 

7. The expert author teams were selected through official nominations received by 
governments and by stakeholders in the region. All additional experts that were brought in 
to fill gaps in thematic expertise or sub-regional expertise were sent to the global GEO-6 
Scientific Advisory Panel (SAP) for review and approval. 

8. Following the REIN conference, the expert teams prepared the draft assessment. In 
accordance with the agreed guidance from the global GEO-6 SAP the assessment was 
subject to a 2 stage peer review process. The stage 1 peer review process was conducted in 
October 2015 and engaged the expert community. After addressing these comments a 
further stage 2 intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder review was undertaken from 
December 2015 to January 2016. 

9. The experts are now preparing the final draft. The consultative process for 
developing the regional GEO-6 Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages is outlined 
in this document.  

10. The draft table of content for the European regional assessment of GEO-6 has been 
added as an annex to the present document. 
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 II. European GEO-6 summary of key findings and policy 
messages 

 A. Establishing an inclusive consultative process 

11. As noted above, the GEO-6 is a participatory process for conducting integrated 
environmental assessments; it is aimed at facilitating the interactions between science and 
policy, to support informed decision-making. In order to facilitate these interactions a 
European GEO-6 Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages will be developed for 
presentation at the Eighth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference. 

12. To increase the legitimacy of the European GEO-6 Summary of Key Findings and 
Policy Messages, the ECE secretariat and UNEP proposes to engage the chair and vice 
chairs of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, the 
Committee on Environmental Policy and the GEO-6 High-Level Intergovernmental and 
Stakeholder Advisory Group.  

 C. Organization of the consultative process 

13. A draft copy of the European GEO-6 Summary of Key Findings and Policy 
Messages, based on the peer reviewed findings of the assessment, will be prepared by the 
expert assessment team and the ECE secretariat and UNEP and then circulated to all 
members of CEP for comments. The draft will be made available on 1 March 2016 and will 
be open for a two-week period of consultation running until 14 March 2016.  

14. The ECE secretariat and UNEP will then convene a meeting from 31 March to 1 
April 2016 in Geneva to discuss and develop the content of the European GEO-6 Summary 
of Key Findings and Policy Messages ready for presentation at the Eighth Environment for 
Europe Ministerial Conference. The meeting will be open to the European representatives 
of the GEO-6 High-Level Intergovernmental and Stakeholder Advisory Group, the chairs 
and vice chairs of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment and 
be supported by the secretariat and key members of the expert assessment team. 

15. The Committee is invited to consider the above approach for a meeting between the 
GEO-6 High-Level Intergovernmental and Stakeholder Advisory Group and the chair and 
vice chairs of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment to 
exchange views on a European GEO-6 Summary of Key Findings and Policy Messages. 
The purpose is to prepare the summary with a view to submitting it to the Batumi 
Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference for supporting the ministerial discussion 
on keeping the pan-European1 environment under review. 

  

  
 1 The pan-European region under the Environment for Europe Process covers the full membership of 

ECE, i.e., the 56 ECE member States.  
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Annex  

  Draft Table of Content for the European regional assessment 
of GEO-6 

 
1 REGIONAL CONTEXT AND PRIORITIES 

 
1.1 Introduction 

1.1.1 The international policy agenda after Rio+20 
1.1.2 A stronger science-policy interface to support evidence-based decision-

making 
1.1.3 GEO-6 Regional Assessment for the Pan-European region: context and 

priorities 
1.1.4 Emerging issues and regional diversity 
1.1.5 Environmental sustainability and wellbeing at the core of the 2030 

sustainable development agenda 
1.1.6 Material circularity and the transition to an inclusive green economy 
1.1.7 Environmental sustainability and wellbeing at the core of the 2030 

sustainable development agenda 
 

1.2 Healthy Planet, Health People 
1.2.1 A changing disease scenario in a changing environment 
1.2.2 Environmental pollution still has large health impacts 
1.2.3 Creating sustainable urban health 
1.2.4 Food systems, health and environment 
1.2.5 Climate change – a major threat to human health 
1.2.6 Biodiversity – a fundament for health 
1.2.7 Ecological public health – the integrated approach 
1.2.8 Environment and health process in Europe 
 

1.3 The Pan-European Region and the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda 
1.3.1 Pan-Europe and the international policy agenda 
1.3.2 The challenge of the Sustainable Development Goals 
1.3.3 The Sustainable Development Goals and the environmental priorities for 

Pan-European sustainability  
1.3.4 The Sustainable Development Goals with people at the centre 
1.3.5 Sustainable Development Goals for the transition to an inclusive green 

economy 
1.3.6 Sustainable Development Goals for institutions, governance and means of 

implementation 
1.3.7 Institutional and social organization and innovation 

 
2 STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

 
2.1 State and trends 

2.1.1 Air Quality 
2.1.1.1 Multiple drivers determine air quality 
2.1.1.2 Air quality is still at risk 
2.1.1.3 Air quality has improved – but much remains to be done  
2.1.1.4 Air quality has considerable impacts on human and ecosystem 

health 
2.1.1.5 Policy responses 
2.1.1.6 Emerging issues 
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2.1.2 Land  
2.1.2.1  Introduction 
2.1.2.2  Soils under threat 
2.1.2.3  Competing interests on land resources 
2.1.2.4  Land-use changes and the need for strategic land-use planning 
2.1.2.5  Globalization, economic development, and Europe’s land needs 
2.1.2.6  Urban sprawl and green infrastructure 
2.1.2.7  Healthy lands sustain healthy people 

2.1.3 Biodiversity / Biota 
2.1.3.1 Biodiversity for human well-being and a sustainable Earth system 
2.1.3.2 Ongoing biodiversity loss and ecosystem decline 
2.1.3.3 Main regional pressures and drivers of biodiversity loss 
2.1.3.4 Availability of comprehensive and integrated biodiversity data 
2.1.3.5 Positive developments, individual success stories and lessons 

learnt 
2.1.4 Freshwater 

2.1.4.1 The regional variations and fragile balance of water availability 
2.1.4.2 Limitations on water use 
2.1.4.3 Multiple water management strategies and challenges, particularly 

in transboundary river basins 
2.1.4.4 Changing frequency and intensity of extreme events 
2.1.4.5 Ambient water quality: regional variations and needs 

2.1.5 Coastal, Marine, Oceans  
2.1.5.1 Vulnerable status of pan-European seas and oceans 
2.1.5.2 Endangered fish stocks and long-lasting challenges of fisheries 

management 
2.1.5.3 Climate change and biodiversity: key challenges for oceans 
2.1.5.4 Can eutrophication be halted in European seas – need for decadal 

policy efforts 
2.1.5.5 Coastal seas and open oceans: ultimate receptacles of harmful 

chemicals and marine litter 
2.1.5.6 Marine policy strategies and integrated ecosystem based 

management for the pan-European seas and oceans 
2.1.6 Climate Change 

2.1.6.1  Introduction 
2.1.6.2  Are emissions really on the decline in the region? 
2.1.6.3 Regional decomposition of greenhouse gas emission drivers 
2.1.6.4  The EU has been at the forefront of climate policy leadership 
2.1.6.5  Progress in other sub-regions has been more hesitant 
2.1.6.6  Present efforts are still far from sufficient to put us onto track 

towards 2°C 
2.1.6.7  Climate change adaptation: slowly emerging actions, important 

future priority 
2.1.6.8  Emerging issues 

2.1.7 Chemicals and Waste 
2.1.7.1  Risks to human health and ecosystems persist across the region… 
2.1.7.2  …and there are significant sub-regional differences 
2.1.7.3  Waste electronic and electrical equipment: a growing concern 
2.1.7.4  Chemicals in products: a remaining challenge  
2.1.7.5  Food waste in pan-Europe: a global burden 
2.1.7.6  Moving towards sound management of chemicals and waste 
 

2.2 A review of policy responses and options 
2.2.1 The Pan-European Environmental Governance System  
2.2.2 Policies and Options in Eight Priority Areas 
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2.2.3 Enabling factors and means of implementation 
 
3 OUTLOOKS, EMERGING ISSUES AND MEGATRENDS 

 
3.1 Setting the scene 

3.1.1 Well-being as a key objective of Pan-European policy 
3.1.2 Megatrends in the Pan-European region 
 

3.2 Pan-European thematic outlooks for 2030 
3.2.1 Biodiversity and ecosystems  
3.2.2 Air quality 
3.2.3 Resource consumption 
3.2.4 Synergies and Tensions and their Implications 
 

3.3 The policy and governance challenge for a transformative European agenda 
3.3.1 Limitations of BAU policy mechanisms 
3.3.2 Implementing the SDGs and moving beyond 
 

3.4 Building momentum to achieve the sustainability trajectory in Europe 
 

 

    


