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1.
The Environment for Europe (EfE) reform plan stipulates that for the preparatory process of an EfE conference and the conference itself, the necessary extrabudgetary financial resources will have to continue to be provided to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) to supplement the United Nations core budget resources. The plan also stipulates that the host country should assume relevant financial commitments (ECE/CEP/S/152 and Corr.1, annex I, para. 12 (g), (h)).
2.
At its twentieth session (Geneva, 28–31 October 2014), the ECE Committee on Environmental Policy (CEP) mandated its Bureau, with support from the ECE secretariat and in cooperation with relevant stakeholders, to proceed with the preparation of the Eighth EfE Ministerial Conference (Batumi, Georgia, 8–10 June 2016). Regarding resource requirements, CEP invited countries and other stakeholders to consider the need for resource mobilization to assist the host country and the secretariat preparations (CEP-20 information paper No.6 and addendum), in particular thanking Norway for its financial contribution to support the ECE secretariat’s activities under the EfE process, and asked the host country and the secretariat to keep CEP and its Bureau informed on the progress in that regard (ECE/CEP/2014/2, paras. 89 and 98 (gg) (v)).
3.
At its June 2015 meeting, the CEP Bureau considered the updated status of available resources and the estimated costs for organizing the Conference and requested the secretariat to send out during the month of September 2015 official letters for the purpose of fundraising. Furthermore, the Bureau recommended that the host country inform the Committee at its twenty-first session on the status of organization of the event, including the financial implications required to host it, from the host country side. Financial support letters have been prepared and are being sent out to the Ministers of the Environment of the ECE countries, via the country missions in Geneva, during the second half of October 2015. A master copy of the letter will be shared with CEP. 
4.
The current document presents an overview of the status of and contributions to the EfE Trust Fund (table 1), an overview of pledges made (table 2) and the estimate of extrabudgetary costs for supporting the core services provided by the ECE secretariat in preparing the Conference (table 3). The information provided in table 3 might need to be updated in accordance with the decision made by CEP on the substance and the organization of work of the Conference. The estimated costs to be borne by the host country will be provided during their presentation to CEP on the host country preparations. 

5.
The key activities managed by ECE that require financing include: (a) supporting participation by representatives from countries with economies in transition in the CEP preparatory meetings and in the Conference; (b) servicing the preparatory process; (c) facilitating the ministerial multistakeholder discussions during the Conference; (d) training journalists; and (e) providing daily news bulletins during the Conference. 
6.
Concerning supporting the participation of eligible delegates from countries with economies in transition in the CEP special session on 7 June 2016 in Batumi as well as in the Conference, provision will be made in the host country agreement for the host country to cover this expenditure (pending decision by the Georgian Parliament on the Law on Budget for 2016). At the same time, given the resource constraints in both the ECE EfE trust fund and the host country, donor countries and organizations are invited to consider contributing directly to the UNDP office in Tbilisi with a view to support the participation of these delegates in the CEP session and the Conference.
7.
This paper also presents the status of financial resources for activities related to the monitoring of the establishment of the Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) across the pan-European region (tables 4–6).
8.
CEP will be invited to consider the resource requirements as well as ways to ensure smooth and efficient Conference preparations. Interested countries and organizations are invited to examine the estimated costs and inform the secretariat and the host country on envisaged contributions (in cash and in kind) for the preparation of the Conference. The ECE secretariat will prepare invoice letters with banking details upon request from countries and organizations.
Table 1
Overview of the Environment for Europe Trust Fund    

(1 January 2012 – 31 May 2015 and estimated until 31 December 2015)

	Item
	Date
	Amount in US$

	Balance brought forward 
	1 January 2012
	205,020

	Contribution by Norway
	28 November 2012
	18,155

	Contribution by Norway
	17 December 2013
	72,972

	Adjustments (miscellaneous, prior year adjustments and savings on prior period obligations)
	to 31 December 2013
	6,327

	Expenditures incurred in 2012 and 2013 
(financial support of participants)
	2012 – 2013
	-58,417

	Balance brought forward
	1 January 2014
	244,057

	Estimated expenditures incurred to 31 May 2015
 
(financial support of participants
)
	1 January 2014 –31 May 2015
	-15,572

	Estimated expenditures 1 June – 31 December 2015
  (financial support of participants)
	1 June – 31 December 2015
	-30,000

	Contribution by Norway
	30 December 2014
	28,086

	Adjustments (miscellaneous, prior year adjustments and savings on prior period obligations)
	to 1 June 2015
	8,120

	Balance available (estimated balance available at 31 December 2015 on the basis of contributions received to date (31 May 2015) and expected expenditures)
	31 December 2015 (estimated)
	234,691

	
	
	


Table 2
Pledges made to the Environment for Europe Trust Fund 

	Country
	Comments
	Amount in US$

	Norway
	Contributions for 2016 and 2017 as part of the funding agreement for three years (2015–2017)
	120,800
 (or 93,500)


	
	
	


Table 3
ECE core services to support the preparatory process and the Eighth EfE Ministerial Conference (Environment for Europe Trust Fund) 
Summary data by year, US$
  

	Activity
	Expected expenditures 2015, US$
	Expected expenditures 2016, US$
	Total expected expenditures, US$
	Amount available in the trust fund, US$ 
	Balance required, US$

	
	A
	B
	C=A+B
	D
	E=C-D

	Preparatory process (Geneva)

	Participation of representatives from eligible countries with economies in transition

	Meetings of CEP (travel and DSA)
, one meeting in 2015 and two meetings in 2016
	30,000 
	60,000
	90,000
	56,391
	33,609

	Meetings of CEP Bureau (travel and DSA), one meeting in each 2015 and 2016
	5,000
	5,000
	10,000
	10,000
	0

	Subtotal (1)
	35,000
	65,000
	100,000
	66,391
	33,609

	Servicing the preparatory process

	Professional support staff for preparation of the Ministerial Conference (Aug 2015–Jul 2016)
	83,333
	116,667
	200,000
	114,500
	85,500

	Short-term programme assistant 
(March–June 2016)
	0
	40,000
	40,000
	0
	40,000

	Consultancy to prepare thematic documents and materials related to the two themes of the Conference
	25,000
	10,000
	35,000
	18,800
	16,200

	Official travel of the UNECE secretariat and relevant UNOG staff to participate in meetings related to the Conference, including one mission in 2015 to inspect the venue of the Conference
	20,000
	15,000
	35,000
	35,000
	0

	Subtotal (2)
	128,333
	195,667
	310,000
	168,300
	141,700

	Conference participation and servicing (Batumi)

	Enabling a representative participation, an interactive discussion and  smooth running of  the Conference

	Participation of representatives from eligible countries in the last preparatory meeting of CEP and the Conference (travel and DSA)

	0
	65,000
	65,000
	0
	65,000

	Facilitation of multistakeholder discussion by professional moderators
 
	0
	30,000
	30,000
	0
	30,000

	Participation of UNECE support staff in the last preparatory meeting of CEP, the workshop for journalists and in the Conference (15 persons; 8 days; travel and DSA)

	0
	45,000
	45,000
	0
	45,000

	Participation of UNOG team of  interpreters to ensure English, French and Russian simultaneous interpretation during the preparatory meeting of CEP and the Conference (9 persons; 7 days; travel and DSA)

	0
	25,000
	25,000
	0
	25,000

	Participation of UNOG security staff (5 persons; 8 days; travel and DSA) 

	0
	15,000
	15,000
	0
	15,000

	Subtotal (3)
	0
	180,000
	180,000
	0
	180,000

	Promoting the EfE process and the Conference

	IISD daily news bulletins and a summary report (in English)
	0
	45,000
	45,000
	0
	45,000

	Workshop/training for journalists (participating in the workshop and attendance of and reporting on the Conference)
	0
	40,000
	40,000
	0
	40,000

	Subtotal (4)
	0
	85,000
	85,000
	0
	85,000

	Climate neutrality of the Conference

	Compensating the emission of CO2, and other GHG produced by the Conference, through supporting identified renewable energy projects.
	0
	20,000
	20,000
	0
	20,000

	Subtotal (5)
	0
	20,000
	20,000
	0
	20,000

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total (1+2+3+4+5)
	163,333
	531,667
	695,000
	234,691
	460,309

	
	
	
	
	
	


Table 4
Contributions received to the Environmental Monitoring Trust Fund earmarked to support activities related to the Eighth EfE Ministerial Conference

(Activities related to the organization of sessions of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment and the Joint Task Force on Environmental Indicators: in November 2014 and those during 2015)

	Country
	Date
	Amount in US$

	Norway
	December 2014
	22,294

	Russian Federation
	August 2014
	25,000

	Switzerland
	June 2014, June 2015
	52,270

	
	
	


Table 5
Pledges made to the Environmental Monitoring Trust Fund earmarked to support activities related to the Eighth EfE Ministerial Conference 

	Country
	Comments
	Amount in US$

	Norway
	Contributions for 2016 and 2017 as part of the funding agreement for three years (2015–2017)
	57,000 (or 44,100)
 

	
	
	


Table 6
ECE estimated budget for the environmental monitoring and assessment activities related to the Eighth EfE Ministerial Conference (Environmental Monitoring Trust Fund)

Summary data by year, US$
  

	Activity
	Expected expenditures 2015, US$
	Expected expenditures 2016, US$
	Total expected expenditures, US$
	Amount available in the trust fund, US$ 
	Balance required, US$

	
	A
	B
	C=A+B
	D
	E=C-D

	Preparation of progress report in establishing SEIS (translation) and development of SEIS reporting mechanism
	12,000

	30,000

	42,000
	6,000
	36,000

	Meetings of WGEMA-17 and WGEMA-18
	32,000

	30,000

	62,000
	32,000

	30,000

	Professional support staff to assist assessing countries performance in developing SEIS
	0

	30,000

	30,000
	0
	30,000

	Total 
	44,000
	90,000
	134,000
	38,000
	96,000

	
	
	
	
	
	


	�	Expenditure incurred is estimated pending the finalization of travel claims. Figures include the 13% Programme Support Costs and are rounded to the nearest thousand. 


	�	In addition to the EfE general trust fund, operating on a two-yearly basis, financing of some participants was arranged from the local trust fund for CEP activities, operating on a one-yearly basis, with a view to spending the remaining resources therein and closing it at the end of 2015. Also, the United Nations Environment Programme Regional Office for Europe (UNEP/ROE) partnered with ECE in co-financing the participation of a few representatives to both the event on Sustainable Consumption and Production, organized by UNEP back-to-back to CEP-20, and CEP-20 itself.  


	�	Expenditure incurred is estimated pending the expected travel claims, including for CEP-21. 


	�	The actual contributions received in 2016 and 2017 might change due to the exchange rate at the time of receiving the contributions. For instance, the expected contribution in 2015 was US$ 33,200; however, during the conversion in December 2014 from NOK to US$, US$ 28,800 was actually allocated to the trust fund. 


  � 	The figure in brackets is calculated based on the US$/NOK exchange rate fluctuation from 1/6.4346 (1 Oct 2014) to 1/8.3360 (23 Oct 2015); the final amount will depend on further fluctuations in the exchange rate at the time of the actual transfer (possibly in Dec 2015).


	�	Figures include the 13% Programme Support Costs and are rounded to the nearest thousand.


	�	According to CEP criteria of eligibility for participating in meetings and events. 


	�	Costs for support of two officials (one Minister and one expert) and one NGO representative from each of the countries eligible for financial support according to the criteria established by the CEP. Provision will be made in the host country agreement for the host country to cover the expenditure for eligible representatives (pending decision by the Georgian Parliament on the Law on Budget for 2016). 


	�	Information and figures might need to be adjusted in accordance with the decision by CEP on the organization of the work of the Conference. 


	�	Provision will be made in the host country agreement for the host country to cover this expenditure (pending decision by the Georgian Parliament on the Law on Budget for 2016).  


	�	Idem footnote 10. 


	�	Idem footnote 10. 


�	   The funds were used for organizing the sessions of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, respectively 16th session in Istanbul (16–17 Apr 2015) and 17th session (Geneva, 7–8 Sep 2015), the meeting of the SEIS reporting mechanism development group (Geneva, 3 Jul 2015) and the 10th session of the Joint Task Force on Environmental Indicators (Geneva, 11–13 May 2015). 


� 	The figure in brackets is calculated based on the US$/NOK exchange rate fluctuation from 1/6.4346 (1 Oct 2014) to 1/8.3360 (23 Oct 2015); the final amount will depend on further fluctuations in the exchange rate at the time of the actual transfer (possibly in Dec 2015).


	�	Figures include the 13% Programme Support Costs and are rounded to the nearest thousand.


�   The expenditures include expenditures already incurred for organizing the meeting of SEIS development group on 3 July 2015 in Geneva and estimated expenditures for a second meeting of the group.


�   This amount is an estimate for funding required to develop a simple electronic SEIS reporting mechanism as suggested by the SEIS development group.


�   The expenditures include a preliminary amount used for organizing the 17th session of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment on 7–8 September 2015 in Geneva.


�   This amount is an estimate for funding needed for participants support for the 18th session of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment.


�   This amount has been spent for the organization of the 17th session of the Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment on 7–8 September 2015 in Geneva.


�   No funding was provided to the secretariat in 2015 for providing professional support in assessing counties performance in developing SEIS. The work has been carried with support by interns and in-kind support by UNEP.  


�   This amount is required for professional support to the secretariat in reviewing the SEIS self-assessment done by countries; it is calculated as three months of work of professional staff support. 





