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Note by the secretariat1 

 
 
1. The Joint Task Force on Environmental Indicators was set up by the Committee on 
Environmental Policy (CEP) and the Conference of European Statisticians (CES) in 2009 to 
improve environmental data collection and reporting in the countries of Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus, Central Asia and South-Eastern Europe (SEE), and to promote comparability of 
environmental statistics and indicators in the region. The work is linked to the activities of the 
Joint UNECE/EUROSTAT/OECD Task Force on Measuring Sustainable Development related 
to environmental sustainability and the CEP Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and 
Assessment (WGEMA).  
 
2. Environmental experts and statisticians from the above-mentioned countries and other 
UNECE member States participated in the Joint Task Force. The Joint Task Force involved in 
its work and closely cooperated with the European Environment Agency (EEA), the United 
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA), the United 
Nations Statistics Division (UNSD), the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), the International Energy Agency (IEA), the World Health Organization 
(WHO) European Centre for Environment and Health (ECEH), the Statistical Committee of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS-STAT) and some other institutions.  
 
3. The Joint Task Force held three meetings in 2009-2010. It reviewed in total 16 of 36 
indicators covered by the Guidelines for the Application of Environmental Indicators in 
Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia2 (Indicator Guidelines) that were prepared by the 
CEP/WGEMA and endorsed at the Belgrade (2007) Ministerial Conference “Environment for 
Europe”. It discussed the use of statistical classifications, data collection methods and 
procedures for the production of these indicators. Useful information was collected on data 
availability and on problems in producing the indicators in individual countries of Eastern 
Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia and SEE. To facilitate the practical application of the 
indicators the Joint Task Force revised the texts of 10 indicators. 

                                                
 1  Prepared in consultation with the Bureau of the Joint Task Force. 
 2  Published as United Nations publication, Sales No. E 07.II.E.9. 

For decision 



page 2 
 
 
4. The Joint Task Force considered also indicators that are important but are currently not 
included in the Indicator Guidelines, namely the indicator of environmental expenditures and a 
series of agri-environmental indicators and of energy and environment indicators. The Joint 
Task Force prepared texts of the indicators of environmental expenditures, final electricity 
consumption and gross electricity production. It also discussed general principles related to the 
production of environmental indicators. 
 
4. Governments of Finland, the Russian Federation and Switzerland as well as the UNECE 
from its Regional Programme of Technical Cooperation, UNSD and Eurostat provided travel 
funds for entitled members of the Joint Task Force. This support was crucial for implementing 
the mandate of the Joint Task Force. 
 
6. In order to analyse the usefulness of the work of the Joint Task Force and to explore the 
need for any potential follow-up work, the secretariat circulated a questionnaire among the 
members of the Joint Task Force during its last meeting in September 2010. From the work 
undertaken until now, the Joint Task Force considered as most useful addressing gaps in 
collecting data, clarifying methodological discrepancies and problems related to production and 
presentation of indicators. Members of the Joint Task Force appreciated the working contacts 
built between experts from statistical offices and Ministries of Environment, and indicated the 
usefulness of the knowledge sharing and exchange of experience. 
 
7. The Joint Task Force noted that methodological discrepancies in producing the indicators 
require further examination with the aim of achieving data comparability and providing better 
basis for making informed decisions on environmental policy. A unanimous support was 
expressed to continue the work, in particular, to review the remaining indicators from the 
Indicator Guidelines, to clarify definitions and develop detailed guidance, possibly in the form 
of data tables, on the production of indicators. Continuation of data reporting on indicators was 
considered of high importance for identifying gaps and opportunities for filling those gaps. 
 
8. According to the terms of reference endorsed by the UNECE Executive Committee 
(ECE/EX/2009/L.6, annex), the initial mandate of the Joint Task Force expires end 2010. The 
Joint Task Force recommended that the CEP and the Bureau of the CES extend its mandate for 
two more years (ECE/CEP-CES/GE.1/2010/7, para.32). Updated terms of reference for the 
Joint Task Force for the period 2011–2012 are annexed to this note. Based on the experience 
with providing travel funds to eligible members of the Joint Task Force in 2009-2010, some 
USD 200,000.- would have to be raised for the same purpose for the next two years. The 
secretariat is in a process of identifying different sources and donors. 
 
9. CEP and the CES Bureau are invited to approve the updated terms of reference for the 
Joint Task Force on Environmental Indicators.  

 



Addendum I 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE JOINT TASK FORCE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
INDICATORS FOR 2011-2012 

 
 
I. BACKGROUND 
 
1. The Joint Task Force on Environmental Indicators was set up by the Committee on 
Environmental Policy (CEP) and the Conference of European Statisticians (CES) in 2009 to 
improve environmental data collection and reporting in the countries of Eastern Europe, 
Caucasus, Central Asia and South-Eastern Europe (SEE), and to promote comparability of 
environmental statistics and indicators in the region. 
 
2. The Joint Task Force held three meetings in 2009-2010. It reviewed in total 16 of 36 
indicators covered by the Guidelines for the Application of Environmental Indicators in 
Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia1 (Indicator Guidelines) that were prepared by the 
CEP/WGEMA and endorsed at the Belgrade (2007) Ministerial Conference “Environment for 
Europe”. The Joint Task Force considered also indicators that are important but are currently 
not included in the Indicator Guidelines. 
 
3. The Joint Task Force noted that methodological discrepancies in producing the indicators 
require further examination with the aim of achieving data comparability and providing better 
basis for making informed decisions on environmental policy. A unanimous support was 
expressed to continue the work, in particular, to review the remaining indicators from the 
Indicator Guidelines, to clarify definitions and develop detailed guidance, possibly in the form 
of data tables, on the production of indicators. Continuation of data reporting on indicators was 
considered of high importance for identifying gaps and opportunities for filling those gaps. 
 
 
II. MANDATE AND REPORTING 
 
4. The Joint Task Force will continue to report to its parent bodies, the Committee on 
Environmental Policy and the Conference of European Statisticians. It will submit a report on 
its accomplishments to both parent bodies. 
 
 
III. OBJECTIVE 
 
5. The objective of the Joint Task Force is to assist national statistical agencies and 
institutions responsible for the production of national state-of-the-environment reports in the 
countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia and South-Eastern Europe (SEE) to 
further improve environmental statistics, strengthen environmental reporting and promote 
comparability of environmental statistics and indicators in the region. 
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IV. PLANNED ACTIVITIES AND OUTPUTS 
 
6. To achieve its objective, the Joint Task Force will undertake the following activities: 
 

(a) Review further the indicators covered by the Indicator Guidelines to better explain 
the methodologies, clarify concepts and definitions, and develop detailed guidance, 
possibly in the form of data tables, on the production of indicators;  

 
(b) Provide guidance on primary data collection, including statistical data, as basis for 

indicators of the Indicator Guidelines through data exchange on indicators and the 
subsequent evaluation of gaps and opportunities to fill in these gaps; 

 
(c) Propose additional environmental indicators to be included in the Indicator 

Guidelines; 
 
(d) Continue strengthening, in cooperation with the European Environment Agency and 

other relevant institutions, the capacity of the countries concerned to produce 
environmental data, including statistical data, and indicators through providing 
technical assistance and training; 

 
(e) Provide and adapt to the needs of the countries concerned relevant guidance 

materials available at the international level; 
 
(f) Maintain a network of environmental experts in statistical offices and government 

agencies dealing with environmental assessments to further broaden the exchange of 
experiences and approaches. 

 
7. The Task Force will prepare, in particular, the following outputs: 
 

(a) Reviews of the application of environmental indicators from the Indicator 
Guidelines in the countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia and SEE. 
Analysis of the results of these reviews will help to identify priority work areas 
where further improvement is most needed in these countries and where training 
courses and workshops may have a maximum effect. The reviews may also help 
international donors to identify potential areas for technical assistance. 

 
(b) Further improvement of Indicator Guidelines on the texts of indicators not yet 

reviewed. 
 
(c) Agreed texts of additional indicators that are not included in the Indicator 

Guidelines. 
 
(d) Methodological documents, presentations and recommendations on data collection 

and production of indicators. 
 
 
V.  TIMETABLE 
 
8. The mandate of the Task Force will cover the period from November 2010 to end of 
2012. 
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VI. METHODS OF WORK 
 
9. The Joint Task Force is expected, subject to availability of donor support, to have three 
face-to-face meetings during its mandate. The Joint Task Force will also work via email and 
other electronic means. Donors will be invited to provide voluntary contributions to support the 
Joint Task Force. 
 
 
VII. MEMBERSHIP 
 
10. The Joint Task Force will be open to all UNECE countries. Other interested countries are 
also welcome to participate. EEA, UN ESCWA, UNSD, FAO, IEA, WHO/ECEH, CIS-STAT 
and other institutions will be invited to participate.  
 
 
VIII. SECRETARIAT SUPPORT 
 
11. The Environment, Housing and Land Management Division and the Statistical Division 
will jointly service the Task Force. This will imply: 
 

(a) Servicing the Joint Task Force meetings (with interpretation and translation), 
including the preparation of meeting agendas and reports; 

(b) Preparing background documents and compilation papers for the Joint Task Force 
at its request; 

(c) Arranging for financial support to members of the Joint Task Force from countries 
of Eastern Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia and SEE, for their participation in the 
Joint Task Force meetings; 

(d) Helping the above countries, under projects with EEA and other interested 
institutions, to improve their capabilities for producing indicators. 

 

    
 


