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l. THE ENVSEC PARTNERSHIP

1. The Environment and Security (ENVSEC) Initiativeseen established to assess and
address environmental problems, which threatemeoperceived to threaten security, societal
stability and peace, human health and/or sustarafglihoods, within and across national
borders in conflict prone regions. The Initiativalaborates closely with Governments,
particularly foreign, defense and environment ntifgs, national experts and non-governmental
organizations (NGOSs).

2. Together with the stakeholders ENVSEC has carngassessments and published
reports illustrated by maps, for understandinditiieages between environment and security in
the political and socio-economic reality of Soutistern Europe, the Southern Caucasus and
Central Asia. Based on the assessments, the ivétidévelops and implements work
programmes aimed at reducing tensions and sollagtoblems identified.

Il. INTERAGENCY COORDINATION AND SYNERGIES

3. ENVSEC was established in 2003 and includes thevimig partners: the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE),inéed Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), the United Nations Development ProgrammeDP), the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE) and the Regional Eimment Center for Central and Eastern
Europe (REC-CEE). The North Atlantic Treaty Orgamian (NATO) is an associate member
and participates with its Science for Peace andr@gdrogramme.

4. The partners of the ENVSEC Initiative have a j@etretariat hosted by UNEP (Geneva)
and work closely together to coordinate their aitéig and find synergies where possible.
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5.

INPUT OF UNECE — WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE CONVEN TIONS

The UNECE Environmental Conventions are an impaondtar for the ENVSEC

activities and the number of ENVSEC projects thRBCE is engaged in is increasing.

A.

E.

6.

ENVSEC projects under the Water Convention:
(a) Capacity building for cooperation on dam safetZantral Asia.

(b) Enhancing Regional Exchange of Water Resourcerrdton in Central Asia,
CAREWIB II.

(c) Transboundary cooperation and sustainable managerhtre Dniester river.

(d) Support to a bilateral agreement under the UNECEYWaonvention between
Azerbaijan and Georgia.

(e) Bi-/multilateral arrangements for prevention oinshoundary environmental
conflicts: the Timok River shared by Bulgaria arett#a.

() Pilot applications of Guidance for climate chandafation.

The EIA Convention:

(a) Implementation of the EIA Convention in Kyrgyzsiamd Kazakhstan.

(b) Joint research related to activities with translaauy impact in the Danube delta.

(c) Development of capacities for application of thé& Elonvention in Belarus and
Ukraine.

(d) Strengthening Implementation of the EIA ConvenilmArmenia.
The Transboundary Accidents Convention:

(a) Strengthening national and local capacities tosssaad prevent risks from
transboundary accidents in Central Asia.

The Aarhus Convention:
(a) The establishment of several Aarhus Centres inliconégions.

(b) Support to the implementation of the Protocol oliukants Release and Transfer
Register to the Aarhus Convention.

Other UNECE activities of relevancy to environnent and security

UNECE implements a Programme component “Regiorsbdue and cooperation on

water resources management” in the GTZ Programm&kmundary Water Management in
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Central Asia”. The objective is to strengthen taparity of regional institutions for water
resources management in Central Asia.

7. Water Quality in Central Asia - a project aimingestablish a regional platform for
cooperation on water quality management.

8. A new project on the Chu and Talas rivers shareddgakhstan and Kyrgyzstan
supports the further broadening of the cooperatiprove the management of water resources
in these rivers.

IV.  CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF ENVSEC
9. Challenges for the future development of ENVSEC are

(a) Further development of cooperation and achievemiesynergies between
ENVSEC Partners.

(b) Improved external and internal communication.
(c) Improved fund-raising.

10.  As Chairman of ENVSEC, in 2009 UNECE is pursuing fbllowing objectives: (a)
establishing a new management structure for ENV&8&Lrenewing the Memorandum of
Understanding between the partners; (b) reviewhegvision and strategy of ENVSEC,; (c)
further enhancing the visibility of ENVSEC,; (d) adeping ENVSEC work on climate change
adaptation; and (e) improving fund-raising. A keyiaty in 2009 is the elaboration of the three-
year work programme (January 2010—-December 2012).



