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CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN GREENING THE ECONOM IES OF 
CENTRAL ASIA: FINDINGS THROUGH THE CENTRAL ASIAN RE GIONAL 

COMPONENT OF THE EE-AOA 

The European Environment: Assessment of Assessments (EE-AoA) as it was 
acknowledged in Astana at the 7th Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference, has 
demonstrated “the linkages and gaps between the challenges that exist and the 
means to evaluate and address them” 1, when water and water related ecosystems 
and the greening of economies are concerned. 

Through the prism of “A green economy in the context of the sustainable 
development and poverty eradication” , the regional component of EE-AoA for 
Central Asia identifies challenges and proposes means to evaluate, to analyze and then 
address them.  

Poverty and current economic development with many examples of inefficient use and 
management of natural resources are featuring the most of Central Asian countries. 

According ADB analysis, made on the base of World Bank’s New Poverty Data (2008)2, 
the Caucasian and Central Asian countries, sharing their presence both in the Asian-
Pacific and the Pan-European regions and relevant processes, at different rates are 
among countries with population living on less than $2  a day:  

• More than two third in Uzbekistan;  
• About half in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan; 
• About one third in Armenia, Georgia, Turkmenistan;  
• About 10% and less in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan. 

This is an actual developmental challenge, which applies demand to make a growth and 
enormous load to Central Asian countries with their natural resources and environment. 
Specifically it is a challenge to the hopes on greening of these economies, which is due 
to the strong inertial motion  of the traditional ways to ensure GDP growth and which 
usually excludes greening as unnecessary high start up cost.  

An overview of relevant policies and analysis of existing environmental and economic 
reporting, statistics and indicators in the Central Asian regional component of EE-AoA 
show that Central Asian countries have to put considerable efforts toward greening their 
economies and poverty eradication.  

It is to start from renewing or reconsidering development policies and strategies, those 
to be in a true priority for Governments and entire nations. The Rio+20 Conference with 
its thematic focus on green economy and poverty eradication along with UNEP’s Green 
Economy Initiative and OECD’s Green Growth Strategy as for the substance may 
encourage countries of Central Asia to develop greening of economies strategies and 
policies, extending the relevant cooperation framework. 
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For making targets in greening Central Asian economies and then in measuring them, 
the set of environmental and economic, including resource efficiency, indicators are to 
be developed and applied.  

MDGs in Central Asian countries are still to be in target too, because most of countries 
seem to miss the 2015 targets.  

Development features and capacities dictate to Central Asian countries to make a 
“paradigm shift” from resource intensity to its efficiency, specifically, when shrinking 
water resources are concerned. 

Like many EU countries prioritize decoupling of economic growth from the energy use, 
the Central Asian countries major greening efforts may focus on ensuring economic 
growth, while reducing fresh water withdrawal and increasing water productivity. This is 
not a matter of fashion for Central Asia, this is an obvious need to release growing 
political tension and then to extend the room for economic growth, which is the mean to 
reduce poverty and to reciprocally ensure means for greening changes in respective 
economies.  

An international cooperation focusing - top down from greener economies and 
international organizations with relevant capacities and expertise and then - bottom up 
from Central Asian economies with true interests, commitments – is to play a significant 
role in achieving greener and more sustainable development in Central Asia. 

It is to be taken into account, that the Official Development Aid (ODA) plays certain role 
in development of Central Asia. It‘s more considerable for Tajikistan (8% GNI) and 
Kyrgyzstan (7% GNI), less considerable but still substantively significant for three 
others: Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan (less than 1% in each)3.  

ODA for Central Asia is not a mean to address all challenges, but if it is targeted and 
efficient, can serve as a driving force for involvement of stakeholders, setting up and 
facilitating the dialogues, building capacities, transferring knowledge and landing 
replicable good practices.  

As for the international cooperation, which brings ODA focusing on greening Central 
Asian economies, while preserving and increasing the pace of poverty reduction, the 
regional component of EE-AoA recommends that: 

• UNECE Aarhus, Espoo and Water Conventions represent the platform for 
obtaining needed expertise and transboundary and cross-region cooperation 
culture and attitude. Joining the above Conventions and their Protocols and then 
observing their requirements and recommendations give extended cooperation 
opportunities and options for Central Asian countries; 

• Other UN and UNECE Multilateral Environmental Agreements with their reporting 
obligations are to be in the focus for Central Asian countries both in use of ODA 
and in increased use of own facilities and capacitates;  

• ODA use could be an asset for the Shared Environmental Information System 
(SEIS) focusing on improvement of state of environment reports, reporting to 
MEA, development the environmental and green sectoral indicators and 
statistics; 
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• AoA itself was acknowledged by EfE stakeholders as a good practice making the 
shift from focusing on the state of environment and its many hot spots to the 
assessing relevant performance. It shows that the performance is a hot spot itself 
when environment is concerned. 


