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• It is a pleasure for UNEP to contribute to this last in series of regional preparatory 

meetings and just two weeks before the second intersessional meeting of UNCSD in 
New York, in which the zero draft of the Rio outcome will start to shape up 

• UNEP welcomed the outcomes of the 7th Ministerial Conference of the Environment 
for Europe process in Astana, and recognizes the positive role the process has played 
over last 20 years in improving the state of the environment in the Pan-European 
region. The process also made an important contribution to the fact that the European 
Union has grown from 15 to 27 members, while many other UNECE members use 
the lessons learned in this process to respond to their environmental challenges. 

• But the environmental and sustainability challenges still present in Europe are far 
from negligible. Our current intelligence on the state of the environment, that will 
form the basis of the 5th edition of UNEP’s Global Environment Outlook scheduled 
for May 2012, identifies five outstanding environmental concerns for Europe: air 
quality, biodiversity, chemicals and waste management, climate change and 
freshwater quality. At this forum, we also welcome colleagues from North America 
and we note that a somewhat different set of issues was identified in the GEO5 
process for that region: soil, land use, land degradation and desertification, 
environmental governance, freshwater quality and energy. 

• While UNEP works at the global level through providing expert advice to the 
governments on environmental challenges and possible actions for tackling them, the 
liaison with the Pan-European region has an important role in our work. This no 
doubt applies also to non-European members of the UNECE. The attention paid to 
environmental issues in the UNECE region offers a good opportunity for a policy 
dialogue and mutual inspiration. Many of these initiatives help inform other regions 
as well as UNEP. Continuous and decisive support of UNEP’s work by the countries 
of the region enables us to deliver on what our Governing Council mandated us to do.  

• Over many years, our cooperation with other partners in the region, and particularly 
with UNECE as the host of today’s meeting, has been very rich and fruitful. For 
instance, we engage in implementation of numerous regional conventions and 
participate in UNECE’s peer review processes. We work together with UNDP to 
complement their country presence with our regional and subregional environmental 
know-how to both initiate and implement environmental projects. Our joint Poverty 
& Environment Initiative is delivering concrete tangible results in Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan and we are now launching joint work in Armenia. We are working with 
five partner organizations in the Environment and Security initiative, and our office 
here in Geneva hosts the coordination unit of the ENVSEC secretariat. The same 
office also hosts the Tehran Convention dealing with the protection the Caspian Sea 
and the Carpathian Convention, and services also the Pan-European Biological and 
Landscape Diversity Strategy. 



• We were very happy to contribute to the run up of this preparatory meeting, through 
our active engagement in the Astana ministerial conference and also in drafting of 
important parts of the interagency report From Transition to Transformation – 
Sustainable and Inclusive Development in Europe and Central Asia. While there are 
certainly issues that can only be resolved at the global level and probably in the final 
stages of negotiations in Rio, some of the good practices and lessons learned in the 
UNECE region in respect of both main topics of the Rio Conference can help to set 
the scene for its good results. And inspiring regional and sub-regional solutions exist, 
as has been recently highlighted in the Astana Declaration. 

• Together with many governments, international organizations as well as civil society 
organizations, UNEP secretariat also submitted its contribution to the Rio preparatory 
process to the office of Mr Sha. It is prefaced by the Common Statement by the UN 
System Chief Executives Board for Coordination, where UNEP ED Achim Steiner 
chairs the High Level Committee on Programmes. UNEP’s submission further 
elaborates our specific views, the main message being that the change required in the 
strive for sustainable development is to move away from the three pillars, which often 
become real silos, to a more intertwined, coherent and holistic approach. We also see 
a close relationship between the two main topics for Rio, since coherent governance 
is a precondition to a functioning green economy. 

• In relation to the first topic of the Rio Conference, the Green Economy in the Context 
of Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication, UNEP has now finalized its 
landmark report Towards a Green Economy: Pathways to Sustainable Development 
and Poverty Eradication. It was launched in Beijing two weeks ago and is available 
on the internet with a limited number of hard copies provided here for delegations; we 
have started translating the report also into Russian language. Another, regional 
report was presented earlier this year in Astana, with a self-explanatory title Green 
Economy Success Stories from the UNECE Region. We are fully aware that a 
successful roadmap for green economy must provide answers for all – that is why we 
define the green economy as one that results in improved human well-being and 
social equity, while significantly reducing environmental risks and ecological 
scarcities. 

• As regards governance of sustainable development, intertwined approach is required 
at all levels, from local to global. We can get inspired by some good practices at local 
and national level in the region in linking sustainability to all decision-making. At the 
regional level, the Aarhus Convention has fully embraced the Principle 10 of the Rio 
Declaration. A number of concrete positive results on regional cooperation for 
management of shared natural resources have been delivered by our interagency work 
under the ENVSEC initiative. But global challenges are obvious, as was recently 
documented by the failure of the 19th CSD session to properly conclude its work, 
leaving behind the long-awaited adoption of the 10-year framework programme for 
sustainable consumption and production. A need for strengthening of the 
environmental pillar of SD governance is also widely recognized and UNEP is 
prepared to play its part in any new setting that governments agree to in Rio. Finally, 
we should not forget about the experience and strengths sub-national governments 
need to play in defining, contributing to and implementing SD policies. 



• A few words on the present and emerging environmental issues. I would like to refer 
to two processes that UNEP is performing and which are going to inform the Rio 
Conference: first, the GEO5, for which we have just published a first appetizer called 
Keeping track of our changing environment: from Rio to Rio+20, and a foresight 
process aiming to identify environment-related issues that are emerging but not yet 
having adequate attention of policy-makers; green economy and environmental 
governance feature in top 3 of suggested twenty one emerging issues for the 21st 
century.  

• Let me conclude: while UNEP, like other partner bodies, is shaping its intelligence 
and background documentation for the Rio Conference, it is you, the governments 
who will have to negotiate starting next month. We in UNEP are at your disposal with 
our advice and 40 years of experience in shaping global environmental policy. It was 
with this in mind that we decided to dedicate our GCSS and GMEF in February in 
Nairobi, to enable environment ministers, together with other partners and 
stakeholders, to voice their views in the run-up to Rio. 


