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Thank you Madame Chair.

I'd like to input on question A and bring up a feaints to complement on issues raised so far.
Firstly, talking about non-motorized means of tgors, it's not only bicycles and pedestrians,
but especially in rural Eastern European and CeAsian regions it's animals that are still an
important means of transport too. And this raiskx af other issues like access to proper
animal feed, water, animal health, animal welféne,spread of zoonotic disease and awareness
and education about these issues among the papulstiorking animals are social safety nets
and thus if they are not in good health the livaditis of people are significantly compromised.
Policies should not ignore this.

Secondly, looking at transport is looking at infrasture of roads, railways, ports, airports et
cetera but we must not forget — and Sweden alreadyhed upon this- that this potentially has
major consequences for nature, plant and aningglbibdiversity and ecological functions that
go with these. Roads can cut habitats in hakrfating with migration routes, increasing risks
of road accidents involving wildlife and potentjatiestroying the habitat’s caring capacity for
species and ecosystems in the different territo8esf we look in an integral way at
transportation policies, we should take thosedssoto account. To name a best practice in this
respect, in the country I'm from, The Netherlarttie, government has an impressive programme
in place called the Ecological Main Structure, whionnects the different bits of nature —
forests, wetlands, grasslands et cetera — enadotimgals and plants to travel and ensuring
biodiversity and robust nature.

Thank you.

Dirk Verdonk
World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA)
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