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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am pleased to welcome you to the Fourth UNECBi&teal Implementation Meeting on
Sustainable Development. The results of this mgaetiill, as in the case of the three previous
Regional Implementation Meetings, feed into the Walo Commission for Sustainable
Development meeting to be held in May 2010 in NewvkY UNECE, as the other UN Regional
Commissions, has a responsibility to help bring ¢fhebal agenda and commitments to the
region and to play a catalytic role in their regibfollow-up and implementation. It also has a
responsibility to bring our region’s views into tgbal debate. This was explicitly asked for in
the area of sustainable development in the Johbhomg$lan of Implementation, and it is in
fulfilling this mandate that UNECE is organizingetRIM now for the fourth time.

As was the case for the previous RIMs, this meatiill assess progress in key sectors of
sustainable development in our region — for thisleyf the CSD’s work programme, the
thematic clusters are: transport, chemicals managgmwaste management, mining, and
sustainable consumption and production patternsrelwill also be an opportunity to report
back on the implementation of CSD-17 decisions.viQlsly, this is a very complex agenda
addressing important sectors of industrial productas well as well as issues related to
consumption patterns of households and individuals.

While there are interlinkages between these isswesalso have to put them in the
broader context of the region’s economic developgnierthe current economic and financial
crisis and the challenges of climate change, asnegust a week away from the Copenhagen
meeting.

And let’s not forget that the UNECE region is giomn of great diversity. While some of
our member countries are among the world’s strangesnomies, we have 18 ODA-eligible
countries, and a number of economies in transifldrese differences in economic development
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also reflect in different levels of progress whencbmes to implementing sustainable
development. While some countries in the regionukh@lay a leadership role in promoting
sustainable development in the respective arehsrotlearly need assistance in addressing the
challenges they face. We should also look beyondoaun region and ask how we can further
strengthen our cooperation with the developing @arlthese areas.

Let me now turn to the issues on the agenda.

Changing unsustainable patterns of productioncm$umptiorhas been acknowledged
years ago as one of the overarching issues foewoigi sustainable development (the other one
being poverty eradication). The development of aydér framework of programmés support
of regional and national initiatives on SCP hasnbé®e subject of a preparatory meeting
yesterday, which UNECE had the pleasure to co-azgawith UNEP and the Government of
Sweden, and we will hear more about the outcomtes ila this meeting. Let me just highlight
that regional and national initiatives promotingtainability in_anyof the areas on our agenda
would also be a positive contribution towards thgeotives of the “Marrakech process”.

The first of these areas_is Sustainable Transport

The_transport sect@ontributes up to 10% of gross domestic produ@R§5and provides
mobility, prosperity and jobs in UNECE member coig®t The negative effects of transport
include however air and noise pollution, congestiamdscape degradation as well as traffic
accidents and other harmful health effects, pdeitu in urban areas. Transport is also
responsible for 23% of world CO2 emissions fronsibfiel combustion, 3/4 of which is caused
by road transport alone. The sector is 95% depenaieroil and accounts for 60% of all oil
consumption.

In the UNECE region developments and trends irtrénesport sector differ significantly
between sub-regions: In Western Europe, furthexgnation of new countries in the EU has
brought together 27 European nations in a commonaic area with direct impact on their
economies and, consequently, developments indnsport sector. Transport policies have been
more closely governed and developments more coatetin There are still notable variations in
trends from country to country, primarily due tatiorical reasons as well as to a different length
of membership in the EU. During this period most &blintries have experienced an economic
growth which has led to higher levels of prospedtd welfare but also to environmental and
health problems. The transport sector has subalignitontributed to both effects. These
countries are now generally endowed with a veryet®ed road infrastructure in which the road
sector has predominance over rail and other intaaasport modes. Railways are making a
comeback, albeit very slowly, as a more environ@gnfriendly mode together with the inland
navigation.

In Central and Eastern Europe as well as SouthHa®pe, Caucasus and Central Asia,
the transition process initiated almost two decadgs has led to a healthier economic situation
in some countries and to an increased awarenesaviionmental problems in most of them.
However, new political realities manifested by nearders and obstacles to smoother and
efficient transportation have had significant repessions for their access to markets and
competitiveness. This is a particularly worryingvel®pment as these countries have been
traditionally equipped with very developed railwetks and strongly performing rail transport.
Their existing road network leaves a lot to be @esiespecially against the backdrop of the fast
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level of motorization and car ownership which acpamies slow but growing economic

prosperity. The evolution of the transport sectod d@he shift towards less environmentally
friendly transport modes compounded with rapid dlow other sectors has aggravated their
environmental problems as well as the road safetgtson.

This situation calls for internationally harmordzeegulatory, technical and behavioral
measures and policies to ensure that our transystem provides for personal mobility and
contributes to the efficient and secure functionofgour economies and international trade
without becoming a burden on humans and the envieon.

The UNECE intergovernmental machinery in transpamtder the Inland Transport
Committee and the treaties administered by it workards this goal by setting international
standards and targets for more efficient, cleaie, aad affordable inland transport in the region.

Which additional policies and measures are neeal@edhieve more sustainable transport
patterns in the region and worldwide?

At the Third High-level Meeting on Transport, Hésahnd Environment in early 2009,
UNECE Governments agreed on four priority goals:

(1) to contribute to sustainable economic developmedtstimulate job creation through
investment in environment- and health-friendly sjgort;

(i) to manage sustainable mobility and promote a miicent transport system;
(i)  to reduce emissions of transport-related GHGg@lutants and noise; and
(iv)  to promote policies and actions conducive to hgadtid safe modes of transport.

Another question you might want to consider intydiscussions regards the impact of
the current financial and economic crisis on trengport sector. The vehicle manufacturing
industry has been severely affected by the cursemmnomic crisis, with enormous public
investments made to prevent the closure of factai@ the loss of jobs. How can we turn this
crisis into an opportunity to accelerate the tramsito a more environmentally friendly car
fleet?

The Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI)ests that by 2020 chemicadse
used and produced in ways that lead to the mintimizaf significant adverse effects on human
health and the environment. The chemical industg heen growing worldwide and is of
significant economic importance in Europe, espébcial the EU, Switzerland and the Russian
Federation.

To address the issue of sustainable managemenheshicals at the policy level, a
number of international instruments and mechanisave been established. At the global level,
let me mention in addition to the Basel Conventtomd the Montreal Protocol, the Rotterdam
and Stockholm Conventions. Negotiations for a dldegally binding instrument on mercury
will commence in 2010 to be completed by 2013. iibasce the coherence of international and
national activities in chemicals management anth¢orporate chemical safety issues into the
international and national development agendasSti€M structure has delivered an effective
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national, regional and international communicatioechanism to enable rapid dissemination of
information and discussion of priorities.

At the regional level, UNECE supports countrieBbgs to achieve the 2020 goal, by
providing a set of international agreements. TH@NECE instruments include the Convention
on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution and iwgo tprotocols on persistent organic
pollutants and heavy metals, the Convention on Thensboundary Effects of Industrial
Accidents, and the Aarhus Convention’s ProtocoPafiutants Release and Transfer Registers
(PRTRs). The Industrial Accidents Convention suppofGovernments in the correct
identification and establishment of an inventory ldizardous activities, as well as the
notification of neighboring countries. The Protoool PRTRs, the first such international legally
binding instrument, enables access to and infoomaharing on chemicals; it has entered into
force on 8 October 2009. There are also as a nuwibEuropean Agreements related to the
international transportation of dangerous goods.

While the international legal framework for sustble management of chemicals has
basically been established, the challenges ligsimmplementation: the weakness in regulatory
infrastructure for chemicals management in develpmiountries and countries with economies
in transition has been identified as one of theomelpallenges to implementing the Conventions.
Technical assistance that increases awarenesseofetjuirements under the Conventions,
enhances infrastructure, and provides the skilesded to implement the Conventions, can all
improve the implementation of obligations. Resouneebilization for the Conventions’ full
implementation continues to be a challenge. Coesitshould take an integrated approach to
chemicals management when seeking assistance filataral and multilateral donors to fill
these gaps.

Identification of further contaminated sites iruntries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia requires further efforts, as well las identification of emerging issues related to
harmful substance worldwide (like possible risksahotechnology and nanomaterials).

Sound chemicals management must be consideredesiasue of corporate social and
environmental responsibility. | am pleased that@epntatives of the chemicals industry are with
us today and look forward to their contributiorotar debate.

The sustainable management of wasteuld lead to avoiding health risks, reducing
emissions to the environment and utilising the weses in waste. For the UNECE region,
currently both the main challenges and the solstimnachieve these objectives differ between
subregions. Countries in SEE and Eastern Europaca3as and Central Asia face significantly
greater challenges than those in Western Européartth America. Natural resource extraction
and processing, the majority of which is mining éoal, is a major component of the economy
of many of these countries, and generates vasttitjgarof hazardous waste. Poorly designed
and maintained landfills remain an ongoing chaleengverall, a policy of moving away from
landfill use to more sustainable waste managensaeiqjuired.

Another important issue, closely linked to chertsigaanagement, is the accumulation of
stockpiles of hazardous waste and obsolete pessicdting back to the Soviet era in a number
of countries, and especially smaller countries Hetle capacity for cleaning them up.

While some countries are still dealing with thgdeies of the past, new issues emerge:
The steadily increasing generation of electroniste/gposes new challenges worldwide. A global
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workplan on electronic waste has been adopteddyéities to the Basel Convention to address
this issue. How can it be successfully implemented?

Finally, while sustainable waste management isolmtg a reality in the more
economically developed parts of the UNECE regionyimy away from waste management to
sustainable material management and linking thetevagenda with sustainable consumption
and production (SCP) policies remains a challegeall countries. What strategies are needed
at regional, national and international levelsdoederate this shift?

Let me add a few remarks on Minjras it is one of the most important industrialtees
in a number of ECE countries. However, significatiterse environmental and health and safety
impacts are caused by unsustainable mining practice

The UNECE Environmental Performance Reviews ingleecommendations related to
mining in the reviewed countries from SEE and BasEurope, Caucasus and Central Asia that
suggest a broad range of measures, inter aligpth&ting of the legal and regulatory basis for the
management of mineral resources, the assessmeamhioig hot spots and of impacts of existing
harmful emissions on the environment and humanttneshe mitigation of the existing
environmental problems; the development of mediamed long-term policy objectives and
environmental strategies for the mineral sectod pariodic environmental audits by mining
companies, to evaluate and stimulate their enviemtal performance and competitiveness. You
might want to consider how these issues can besadédd with concrete projects at the country
level and with enhanced stakeholder participation.

Finally, we have to keep in mind in our discussitine broader, so-called cross-cutting
issues that are relevant for achieving progresmplementation in all sectors. Let me mention
in particular education for sustainable developmantd gender equality.

Preparations for this meeting would not have heessible without the support of many
partners in and outside the UN system. | wouldipalgrly like to thank the UNEP Regional
Office for Europe and the UNEP Division of Tradedlistry and Economics, the secretariats of
the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions,thaedStrategic Approach to International
Chemical Management (SAICM) secretariat for thewntdbutions to the background
documentation, and | look forward to their comment®day’s and tomorrow’s discussions.

In concluding, | would particularly like to welcarthe more than 60 representatives of
the Major Groups (which, | believe, sets a new rédor a RIM meeting). The CSD process has
become unthinkable without your commitment andaaitcontributions to the debate, and we
look forward to hearing your ideas and perspectingkis meeting.

| thank you for your attention.



