FOURTH UNECE REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION MEETING ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
GENEVA, 1-2 December 2009

Agendaitem 6. Chemicals

Keynote address by the Strategic Approach to lat@nal Chemicals Managemént

Distinguished delegates,

The process led by the Commission on SustainablelBement (CSD) and the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Management (3W) are clearly linked with each other.

Therefore | sincerely believe that the CSD procest its acclaimed global policy making role,
especially in its 2010-2011 cycle, which includéemicals as one of its thematic areas, may
largely influence the minds of the national poliogkers and help to give an impetus to place the
chemicals high on the national and internationana@. The outcomes of the forthcoming cycle
should to a great extent contribute to achievingnificant progress in the overall SAICM
implementation. | would like to underline that tieéSD and SAICM process can mutually
reinforce each other, without duplication of efforin this context it may constitute an important
step in building synergies towards the achievenwnthe objectives of sound chemicals
management by 2020.

| believe that all the countries within the CEEiogghas developed significantly in the recent
years, almost in every aspect. However, the CEBmdg a unique composition of states. One of
its characteristics is for example that no majanatacountry stems from this region. Part of the
countries has joined the European Union few yeas aome will do so in the future, but

a considerable part has chosen a different wayooperation. Nevertheless sound chemicals
management is an issue for the whole region, asiiclaés know no boundaries. Taking under
consideration arguments stated above, close cauge all countries in the region is essential
to achieve sound chemicals management. The magiienge for the region in relation to the

SAICM implementation seems to be the need to sesugtinable long-term financial resources.

The question remains — how to cooperate succegsfmlthe issue of chemicals in such a mosaic
of states?

There is no single solution, but from my point adw, universal mainstreaming of chemicals is
a prerequisite to achieve sound chemicals manageatenational but also at subnational,
regional and global level. Especially region sudtfetentiated as CEE would largely benefit
from successful applying of mainstreaming in theamal policies of the countries of the region.
Therefore | sincerely believe that if the Commissexpresses the need to mainstream chemicals
management in development strategies and assidtanitebe of the utmost importance for the
successful implementation of overall SAICM goal. tNéut the development and
implementation of relevant laws, policies, and appiate institutions, sound chemicals
management will be extremely difficult, if not eviempossible.
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Finally, | would like to underline that CEE regianstriving to actively cooperate and play more
visible role in relation to the chemicals issues0TSAICM regional meetings have already been
held, in 2007 in Latvia and in 2008 In Romania. Neegional meeting will be held just next
week in Lodz, Poland. In order to achieve the highegree of cooperation within a region, a
steering body, Regional Coordination Group, haslestablished. | believe that these regional
meetings and coordination mechanisms played andcwaiitinue to play an important role in
enabling regional stakeholders to exchange expaiand identify priority needs in relation to
implementation of the Strategic Approach, develgpiagional positions on key issues and will
contribute to the success of the sustainable dpaetat in the Region.



