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Strategic Approach to I nter national Chemicals Management
18" and 19 session of the Commission on Sustainable Develapme

INFORMATION NOTE FOR THE BACKGROUND REPORT FOR UNE®RIM

I ntroduction to the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals
M anagement

1. The consumption of chemicals by all industries aratlern society’s reliance on
chemicals for virtually all manufacturing processgske chemicals production one of the
major and most globalized sectors of the world econ Acknowledgement of the
essential economic role of chemicals and theirrdmution to improved living standards
needs to be balanced with recognition of potetiats. These include the chemical
industry’s heavy use of water and energy and thenpial adverse impacts of chemicals on
the environment and human health. The diversity@otdntial severity of such impacts
makes sound chemicals management a key crossecissime for sustainable
development.

2. The Strategic Approach to International Chemica®gement is a global policy
framework to promote chemical safety around thddvafoluntary in nature, it is notable
for its comprehensive scope; ambitious goal of datlremicals management by 2020;
multi-stakeholder and multi-sector approach; erneloent at the highest political levels;
close involvement of civil society, including thavate sector; emphasis on chemicals as a
sustainable development issue; efforts towardsuresamobilization to build developing
country capacity; and formal endorsement or recaanby the governing bodies of
intergovernmental organizations. It comprises thbd Declaration expressing high-level
political commitment to the Strategic Approach amdOverarching Policy Strategy which
sets out its scope, needs, objectives, financiasiderations, underlying principles and
approaches and implementation and review arrangsuiime Declaration and Strategy
are accompanied by a Global Plan of Action thateseas a working tool and guidance
document to support implementation of the Stratégiproach and other relevant
instruments and initiatives by suggesting speaeifitvities and targets.

3. As stated in the Overarching Policy Strategy, “gamdriving force for the
establishment of the Strategic Approach has bezrettognition of the growing gaps
between the capacities of different countries toaga chemicals safely, the need to
improve synergies between existing instrumentsprodesses and the growing sense of
urgency regarding the need to assess and manaigpcalemore effectively to achieve the
2020 goal articulated in paragraph 23 of the Josiourg Plan of ImplementatiohThe
Strategic Approach is hence driven by the ambitmelevate global efforts to achieve the
sound management of chemicals on the basis ofotmenitments expressed in the Dubai
Declaration on International Chemicals Managemehich was developed in the context

! paragraph 5, Overarching Policy Strategy (OPS).
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of the Rio Declaration, Agenda 21 and the JohanmgsBlan of Implementationlt is

also based on the implementation of applicable at@Bnmanagement agreements with a
view to strengthen the coherence and synergieeitisttbetween them and addressing, as
appropriate, existing gaps in the framework ofriméional chemicals policy.

Accordingly, the Strategic Approach is not intendesdan initiative which replaces pre-
existing binding and non-binding instruments retév@ chemicals management, but
rather as a strategic policy framework under whithsound management of chemicals
can be promoted holistically drawing on such inseats’

4, The Strategic Approach’s overall objective is thiage the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation goal that, by 2020, chemicals acelpced and used in ways that
minimize significant adverse impacts on human heatid the environment. Individual
objectives are grouped under five themes: risketdn; knowledge and information;
governance; capacity-building and technical codparaand illegal international traffic.
These objectives build upon and incorporate thosg¢ained in Chapter 19 of Agenda 21
(1992 United Nations Conference on Environment@adelopment), including the
latter’'s six programme areas (expanding and ac@dgrinternational assessment of
chemical risks; harmonization of classification daiokelling of chemicals; information
exchange on toxic chemicals and chemical riskgppishment of risk reduction
programmes; strengthening of national capabildied capacities for management of
chemicals; and prevention of illegal internatiotmaffic in toxic and dangerous products).
Risk reduction, knowledge and information, capabiiylding and technical cooperation,
as well as illegal international traffic constitdteir of the five Strategic Approach
individual objectives referred to above and aresiligiect of a series of activities foreseen
in the Global Plan of Action Assessment of chemicals risks, the first progrararea of
Chapter 19, is included in the Strategy’s objectiméer risk reduction and knowledge and
information. It is furthermore the subject of saleactivities envisaged in the Global Plan
of Action® Similarly, the Strategy promotes the harmonizatibolassification and
labelling of chemicals in particular through the ws the Globally Harmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals, as nefdrto in the Overarching Policy
Strategy, as well as the Global Plan of Action.

. Evolution of the Strategic Approach

5. The Strategic Approach was adopted by the IntesnatiConference on Chemicals
Management in Dubai on 6 February 2006 after eetlyear consultation. Originally
called for by the Governing Council of the Unitedtins Environment Programme, the
development of the Strategic Approach was enddrgadeads of State and Government
at their summits in Johannesburg in 2002 and Nevk ¥02005. The development
process was overseen by a Preparatory Committeeh whgaged over 140 Governments

2 paragraph 10, Dubai Declaration; paragraph. 1,.0PS

% Paragraph 8, Dubai Declaration.

* These are referred to in Section VI of the OPS.

® Paragraphs 14, 15, 17 and 18 OPS; Global Plarciib\(GPA) activities (selected) nr. 23-30, 32-424-
117; 102-113, 256; 208-236; 204, 263-271.

® GPA activities nr. 61-67, 127-137, 247.

" Paragraph 15, OPS; GPA activities nr. 22, 99-881 248-250.
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as well as intergovernmental and non-governmemggrozations. Representatives were
drawn from all relevant sectors, including agriawdt, environment, health, industry and
labour.

6. All Strategic Approach stakeholders have committesnselves to its
implementation according to their own needs andlbdifies. In accordance with the
Overarching Policy Strategy as well as resoluti@roh implementation arrangements, as
adopted by the Conference in 2006, Strategic Aggira@plementation plans have been
developed by governmental, stakeholders at natemdlregional levels. Similarly,
intergovernmental and non-governmental stakehold@ve developed their own Strategic
Approach implementation plans. In a joint undergkwith the United Nations Institute
for Training and Research and in collaboration hig participating organizations of the
Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound ManagemieChemicals, the Strategic
Approach secretariat has issued guidance for thelalement of such implementation
plans (available abww.saicm.ory. Moreover, intergovernmental organizations have
endorsed the Strategic Approach and are integr&tirejegic Approach objectives into
their programmes of work. Networks of non-governtakarganisations, including
industry associations, are also actively contrilguto Strategic Approach implementation.

[11.  Institutional Framework of the Strategic Approach

7. The International Conference on Chemicals Managéméhe governing body of
the Strategic Approach. Having adopted the Stratdgproach in Dubai at its first session
in 2006, the Conference's main function is to utalar periodic reviews of
implementation of the Strategic Approach. Reflegtime Strategic Approach’s multi-
stakeholder nature, it comprises representativ€ookrnments and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations. The Conferenngenes triennially until 2015. Its
last meeting will take place 2020. The Conferesoeurrently presided over by Dr. Ivan
Erzen (Slovenia).

8. Since its second session, the Conference also siassadiary body, the Open-
Ended Working Group which meets once intersesdipt@mprepare sessions of the
Conference. Its first meeting is tentatively scHeddor autumn 2011. In addition,
regional meetings serve as important Strategic @qghn implementation and preparatory
forums for the Conference during the interesessio@aod. During the intersessional
period preceding the second session of the Cordereti five regions of the United
Nations held at least one regional meeting, withtal of 19 Strategic Approach meetings
held at the regional level.

9. The Strategic Approach’s institutional frameworkugthermore characterized by a
large network of Strategic Approach focal poinfgresenting 160 Governments, 12
intergovernmental organizations and 60 non-govemat®@rganizations. The
establishment of a broad network at national as agetegional levels has been a key
factor in ensuring effective flow of information a&ll as the identification of priorities
and hence in moving Strategic Approach implemesntatontinuously forward.
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V.  Strategic Approach activities

The Strategic Approach foresees a series of armaages, including financial
arrangements for the implementation of Strategipr@pch objective8 Initial (enabling)
capacity building activities for the implementatiohStrategic Approach objectives are
supported by the Strategic Approach’s only dedat&tgancial mechanism, the Quick
Start Programme. The Quick Start Programme congigts/oluntary, time-limited trust
fund, administered by the United Nations Environtrferogramme, and multilateral,
bilateral or other forms of cooperation. The Qustlkrt Programme aims to support initial
enabling activities in developing countries, ledesteloped countries, small-island
developing States and countries with economiesamsttion. It is open to contributions
until 2012 and can make disbursements until 20b8sTar, the Quick Start Programme
has received US$ 20 million from 21 donors as aglhon-trust fund contributions
declared by governmental and intergovernmentaksialklers worth over US$23 million
in addition to in-kind contributions. Since May B)A.85 applications have been received
and 82 projects in 76 countries for a total of $iiBion approved. It should be noted,
however, that the Quick Start Programme constitotdyg a fraction of Strategic Approach
implementation activities at national, regional ameérnational levels.

V. Linkages between the Strategic Approach and sustainable development

10. The development of the Strategic Approach haoassrin Agenda 21 of the 1992
United Nations Conference on Environment and Dguakent (‘Earth Summit’) as well as
the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation of the 2008d Summit on Sustainable
Development. In 2002, shortly before the convemihthe World Summit on Sustainable
Development in Johannesburg, the United Nationsr&nment Programme Governing
Council in its decision SS.VII/3 (entitled “Strateg@pproach to international chemicals
management”) decided that there was a need teefudievelop a strategic approach to
international chemicals management and invited¥loeld Summit to endorse its
development. The World Summit subsequently reneiwve@ommitment, as advanced in
Agenda 21, to sound management of chemicals thouigheir life cycle and of
hazardous wastes for sustainable development assviEr the protection of human health
and the environment, inter alia, aiming to achidwe2020, that chemicals are used and
produced in ways that lead to the minimizationighgicant adverse effects on human
health and the environmentThe Johannesburg Plan of Implementation calledh®r
further development of a strategic approach tamatonal chemicals manageméhihe
development of SAICM was endorsed by the UnitedawiatWorld Summit in New York
in September 2005. Moreover, the United Nationsifenment Programme Governing
Council in its decision 22/4 called for the Strate§pproach to be “regularly reviewed to
assess progress on chemical safety, in the ligthteofargets set at the World Summit on
Sustainable Development, in cooperation with otbvant processes”.

8 Chapters V - VII, OPS; Resolution I/1 (“Implemetita arrangements”), adopted by the ICCM at itstfir
session.

° paragraph 23, Plan of Implementation of the W8iighmit on Sustainable Development.

19 paragraph 23(b), ibid.
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11. The linkages between sustainable development anslailbnd management of
chemicals hence form the conceptual foundationthi®iStrategic Approach’s existence
having emerged from the needs identified in outcdomiments of the 1992 Earth
Summit as well as the 2002 World SumfiThe Strategic Approach accordingly builds
on the commitments to chemicals management comtairezein and contributes towards
the overall objectives of sustainable developmantuding the internationally agreed
development goals set out in the Millennium Dedlara'? In particular, the Strategic
Approach recognizes that the “sound managemeriehicals is essential if we are to
achieve sustainable development, including theiesiidn of poverty and disease, the
improvement of human health and the environmentth@elevation and maintenance of

the standard of living in countries at all levelsievelopment™?

12. The Dubai Declaration includes the political comment to “promote the sound
management of chemicals [...] as a priority in naipregional and international policy
frameworks, including strategies for sustainableettgoment, development assistance and
poverty reduction™* Accordingly, the Overarching Policy Strategy, whiflows from the
commitments expressed in the Dubai Declaratiomgermational Chemicals Management
developed in the context of the Rio DeclarationeAda 21 and the Johannesburg Plan of
Implementation™ seeks to promote sustainable development thromgihdsmanagement
of chemicals at all stages of their life-cycle, @amlphasizes the need to include sound
management of chemicals in sustainable developsteriegies (bi- and multilateraf).

13. Moreover, the Strategy Approach’s Global Plan ofidT envisages a series of
activities highlighting the various sustainable elepment dimensions of chemicals
management. For example, specific activities aresken for the protection of human
health?’ children and chemical safef§pccupational health and saféfyreduction of
health and environmental risks of pesticiffesemediation of contaminated sitéyut also
in relation to social and economic considerations.

14.  Finally, the Strategic Approach puts considerabi@leasis on the protection of
vulnerable groups, respect for human rights andmckment of human security in

M The specific references to chemicals manageméateckeissues are listed in the “scoping documemt”
the fourth regional implementation meeting on sustale development distributed by the UNECE
secretariat.

12 paragraph 11, Dubai Declaration; see also parhgizgbid.

13 para. 1jbid.

“Para. 26ibid.

15 paragraph 1, OPS.

16 paragraph 3(b), OPS; see also paragraphs. 97(df), 1.9 (c),ibid. The OPS also refers to the objectives
to “develop knowledge and information on the estadacurrent and projected financial and other ingpan
sustainable development associated with the unsmaméigement of chemicals of concern on a global
basis” (paragraph. 15(j)) and to “promote the awass of donors, multilateral organizations androthe
relevant actors of the relevance of chemical sdfatpoverty reduction and sustainable development”
(paragraph 17(i)).

" GPA activities nr. 2-6.

'® GPA activities nr. 7-10, 150-153. 245-246.

' GPA activities nr. 11-21, 138-149, 255.

20 GPA activities nr. 32-42.

L GPA activities nr. 47-48, 243.

2 GPA activities nr. 181-188, 257.
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achieving sound management of chemié&Rublic participation, gender equality and a
strengthened role for women in chemicals manageareriey features in that regafd.

VI.  Recent Developments: the second session of the I nter national Conference on
Chemicals M anagement

15. Having focused entirely on the negotiation of thategic Approach at its first
session in 2006, the Conference performed its anbge functions for the first time at the
second session held in Geneva from 11 to 15 Ma$.2Rthong the approximately 800
participants attending the second session wereseptatives of 147 Governments, 27
intergovernmental organizations and 90 non-govemat@rganizations, including
industry and scientific organizations. An advaneesion of the report of the second
session is attached to this paper.

16. The Conference at its second session concludegsthblishment of the Strategic
Approach’s institutional framework with the adoptiof its rules of procedure (resolution
[1/1), the appointment of a bureau and the creatican open-ended working group as its
subsidiary body (resolution 11/6). The multistak&ter dimension of the Strategic
Approach - one of its key characteristics - was alestrated by the full and interactive
participation in the second session of the Confexerif Governments, intergovernmental
organizations and non-governmental organizatiodsraimforced by the establishment of a
bureau which makes provision for the organizatitonise represented as observers.

17. In substantive terms, the outcomes of the secosgl@®of the Conference can be
summarized as follows:

» It considered the financing of Strategic Approaciplementation and adopted
a broad-ranging resolution on financial consideratj which includes the
initiation of reviews of the Quick Start Programared Strategic Approach
financial arrangements, as well as encouragemeheti/orld Bank to re-
engage in Strategic Approach and the Global Enumemt Facility to expand
its support for chemicals management activitiesdgion 11/3).

» The Conference addressed the following so-calletetging policy issues”
with a view to establishing co-operative actiors@eation 11/4):
nanotechnology (putting an emphasis on informadtwaring, public dialogue
and further research); chemicals in products (&stabent of a project to
collect and assess information on information systeand develop further
recommendations); lead in paint (establishmentgibbal partnership to
promote phasing out the use of lead in paints);e@ctronic waste (further
consideration during the intersessional periodughoa workshop). The
Conference’s recommendations on cooperative aciioredation to emerging
policy issues included invitations to intergovermta organizations to assume
leadership in their implementation during the isgssional period. The
Conference also established a process for theefetunsideration of emerging
policy issues.

% paragraphs 9, 10, 23, 24 Dubai Declaration; ecagraph 7(c), OPS.
%4 paragraph 18, Dubai Declaration; paragraphs 3, 98¢d), OPS.
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» It furthermore considered perfluorinated chemieald encouraged the
development of voluntary stewardship actions (gsmh 11/5).

» The Conference also considered the linkages betiveaith and chemicals
management and adopted a resolution on the hesdéces of the Strategic
Approach, including a request to the Strategic Apph secretariat in
consultation with the World Health Organizatiordevelop a strategy for
increasing health sector engagement in the Stafggproach (resolution 11/8).

» It adopted a resolution underlining the importaatesgional networks for
Strategic Approach implementation (resolution 11/2)

* The Conference decided not to integrate the Intengonental Forum on
Chemical Safety into the International Conferenc&Ctiemicals Management
“at this time” (resolution 11/9).

* The Conference approved the secretariat’s indiedtivdget and activities for
the next intersessional period (resolution 11/10).

» The Conference furthermore agreed to a proceduretiore additions to the
Strategic Approach Global Plan of Action (Annexlithe Report of the
International Conference on Chemicals Managememh®mvork of its second
session);

* The Conference adopted modalities and indicatareefaorting on Strategic
Approach implementation progress (Annex Il of Report of the International
Conference on Chemicals Management on the wors geicond session).

* The Conference held two high-level round table&enissues of the second
session of the Conference, namely on “financingqidazthemicals
management” and “public health, the environment@rmamicals management
(summaries of the round-table discussions are cwedan Annex V of the
Report of the International Conference on Chemibtsagement on the work
of its second session).

* The Conference also handed out Strategic Approaeinds to 45
governmental, intergovernmental and non-governnhemtardees in
recognition of their contributions to Strategic Apach implementation.

18.  Finally, at its second session the Conferencesadsght ways to strengthen
cooperation with relevant intergovernmental orgatans and stakeholders, including the
Commission on Sustainable Development. With regatte latter, the Conference
adopted resolution 11/7 at its second sessionpntam elements of which are as follows:

» It recalls that the overall objective of the StgageApproach to International
Chemicals Management is to achieve the sound maregeof chemicals in
support of the commitment expressed at the WorldiSii on Sustainable
Development, and furthermore recalls that the Dulsdlaration was
developed in the context of the Rio DeclarationeAda 21 and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (preambulagpaphs 1 and 2).
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* Welcomes the consideration of chemicals by the Cimsion on Sustainable
Development at its 2010-2011 cycle (pp 3, opergiaagraph 1) and
expresses its readiness to support consideratidineb§@ommission of
chemicals in relation to sustainable developmepei@tive paragraph 1).

* Reqguests the Strategic Approach secretariat toezatgwith the Commission
on Sustainable Development secretariat in thatrde@gerative paragraph 2).

* Encourages Strategic Approach stakeholders tocpaate in the Commission
on Sustainable Development’s consideration of chalsiincluding through
regional preparatory processes (operative paragdaph

» Invites the Commission on Sustainable Developmhighlight the
importance of sound chemical management for theeaement of the
Millennium Development Goals (op 5); emphasizesrtbed to mainstream
chemical management in development strategies ssistance efforts and
invites the Commission on Sustainable Developm@pay special attention to
this issue (operative paragraph 6); and invite<Ciamission on Sustainable
Development to explore the role of the private et supporting the global
sound management of chemicals (operative paragtaph

VII. The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management in the region
cover ed by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

19. The Strategic Approach puts considerable emphasisgional activities and
meetings for its implementatiéi.n particular, the Strategic Approach’s Overarghin
Policy Strategy notes that “regional meetings faililitate input on Strategic Approach
activities, preparation for future meetings of @enference and exchange of regional
expertise and exchange of information” (paragraplhit2a, Overarching Policy Strategy).
Accordingly, regional meetings form part of the iepentation arrangements foreseen by
resolution 1/1 adopted by the International Confieeeon Chemicals Management at its
first session. At its second session, the Conferéas underlined the “important role of
regional meetings and coordination mechanisms ablary stakeholders in each region to
exchange experience and identify priority need®lation to implementation of the
Strategic Approach and develop regional positionkey issues” (paragraph 3, resolution
[1/2). The Conference furthermore called upon “Qowveents and organizations in a
position to do so to provide financial and in-kiedources to enable at least one meeting
for each of the five United Nations regions to bgamized in the coming intersessional
period” (paragraph 7, resolution 11/2).

20.  The functions of regional meetings, as generalbyigled for in the Strategic
Approach, include the review of progress on Stiat&gproach implementation within

the regions; the provision of guidance on impleragan to all stakeholders at the regional
level; and the enabling of technical and stratégcussions and exchange of
information?®

% paragraph 26, OPS.
% paragraph 26(b), OPS.



30 July 2009

21. The United Nations Economic Commission for EurdpBIECE) comprises 56
States located in the European Union, non-EU Wested Eastern Europe, South-East
Europe and Commonwealth of Independent States anith Mmerica. It hence spans over
two of the United Nations regional groups in whithategic Approach stakeholders are
informally organized, i.e. the Western European @tteers Group, and the Central and
Eastern European group.

22.  Both regional groups have held a series of regioredtings on the Strategic
Approach. the Western European and Others Grougtimgeas European Union and
JUSSCANNZ?" has convened three regional meetingsEW-JUSSCANNZ regional
meeting, Barcelona, Spain, 20-22 November 2006;E2AdUSSCANNZ meeting, Paris,
12 June 2007; 3rd EU-JUSSCANNZ meeting, Paris,d@ary 2008). The Central and
Eastern European region has held two regional mgetd date (Central and Eastern
European meeting, Riga, 4-6 December 2086C2ntral and Eastern European regional
meeting and associated workshops, Bucharest, &pte@ber 2008).

23. In addition, each regional group has establishesjmnal focal point and
nominated regional representatives to the ExectBoard of the Strategic Approach
Quick Start Programme. The Strategic Approach regitocal point for the Western
European and Others Group is Ms. Hodayah Finmandtlistates of America). The
region is represented by the Governments of FindanttiSwitzerland on the Executive
Board of the Strategic Approach Quick Start ProgreenThe Strategic Approach regional
focal point for Central and Eastern Europe is Mrzy Majka (Poland). The region is
represented by the Governments of Armenia and ¢thne&r Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia on the Executive Board of the Strategiprdach Quick Start Programme.
Both regional groups are represented in the Buoé#lue International Conference on
Chemicals Management (the current President ofintieenational Conference on
Chemicals Management, Mr. lvan Erzen, Slovenia, naasinated by the Central and
Eastern Europe Group; the Western European and<O8reup is currently represented
by Mr. Victor Escobar from Spain.

24. The Central and Eastern Europe region has furtheraeveloped terms of
reference for the regional focal point and represgeres on the Quick Start Programme
Executive Board (agreed at the region’s first nmegtheld in Riga from 4-6 December
2006) and also established a regional coordinafionp (agreed at its second meeting,
held in Bucharest on 8 and 9 September 2008). Tést&h European and Others Group,
on the other hand, decided at its first meeting heeBarcelona from 20 to 22 November
2006, that it would not be necessary to develapgesf reference for its regional focal
points or representatives on the Quick Start Progra Executive Board, or to establish a
regional coordination body.

25.  The regional meetings that both the Western Europed Others well as the
Central and Eastern European groups have helddhugere predominately focused on
issues in relation to the second session of tleriational Conference on Chemicals
Management and its preparations. However, a feurrect themes that transcend the

2" JUSSCANNZ stands for Japan, the United Statesz8rand Canada, Australia, Norway and New
Zealand.
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second session and apply to the Strategic Apprtmabiiernational Chemicals Managment
in general are discernable:

26.

Central and Eastern European Group: financing Strategic Approach
implementation; the importance of mobilizing natbresources for Strategic
Approach implementation (integration and prioriti@a of sound chemicals
management in national development planning; resoomobilization through all
relevant departments and ministries; possible aglojoif national economic
instruments, including as appropriate economiaumsents to internalize the external
costs of chemicals; involvement of non-governmeatganizations; etc.); the need
to develop sustainable long-term financial mechasjghe need for mechanisms for
engagement by and financial support from the peigaictor; the importance of
planning beyond the lifetime of the Strategic Ao Quick Start Programme; the
need to continue to engage with the Global Envirenink-acility particularly in the
context of its replenishment with a view to estsifilig as new chemicals focal area;
the strengthening of chemicals management capéwcygh bilateral and
multilateral technical, financial and developmesdiatance cooperation. Moreover,
the following list of issues was adopted at theosdaegional meeting (Bucharest, 8
and 9 September 2008) as regional priorities fah&r development and discussion:
capacity building and coordination and nationakleehemical legislation
(formulation, improvement, implementation and enéwnent); dissemination of
information on chemicals hazards to the public andreness raising; exchange of
information and experiences; remediation of conteatad sites; environmentally
sound management and safe disposal of hazardows, whsolete pesticides and
polychlorinated biphenyls; risk assessment and gemant associated with health
issues; and finding long-term, sustainable resaui@echemicals management at the
national levef®

Western European and Others Group: financing of Strategic Approach
implementation, with particular emphasis on expagdhe donor base to include
additional governmental as well as non-governmgimdustry) contributions; sound
chemicals management as part of poverty eradicatdnthe need to prioritize
accordingly; consideration of chemicals managerbgrihe Global Environment
Facility; generation of synergies among to makeenadfective use of existing means
and avoid duplication; contributions of industrgvelopment and aid programmes as
relevant means for the channelling of funding tpput sound chemicals
management.

While constituting only a snapshot of overall cheafs management activities at

national, regional and international levels, it nii@ynoted that the region participates in
the Strategic Approach Quick Start Programme antfust fund, although the Quick Start
Programme activities have been limited in termapylications for Quick Start
Programme funding. 17 out of 140 project propobalge been submitted from
Governments and 2 out of 45 project proposals fitwercivil society organizations in the
region. The Quick Start Programme is providing fagdo seven government-led projects

% paragraph 36, Report of the second Central angBaSuropean regional meeting on the Strategic
Approach to International Chemicals Managementhauest, 8-9 September 2008, SAICM/RM/CEE.2/9
(29 October 2008), available &tvw.saicm.org

10
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and one civil society project in the region. Themyed projects are concerned with initial
enabling activities related to developing or upaigtational chemicals management
profile and establishing integrated national pragreges for sound chemicals management,
strengthening capacity for integrating of sound agment of chemicals considerations
into development plans and processes and for dewel@ollutant and release transfer.
The majority of the projects have an executing ageiihe region received approximately
US$1.7 million out of total funding US$16 millioafter the 6th round of Quick Start
Programme trust fund in April 2009. The projects as follows:

Gover nments (7) and projects (9) supported through the Quick Start Programme

trust fund in Central and Eastern Europe

Country

Project title

Executing
agency

Funding

Ro
un
d

Project type

Albania

Strengthening Capacities for
SAICM Implementation in
Albania

UNITAR

$250,000

6th

individual

Armenia

Updating the national chemicals
management profile,
development of a national

SAICM capacity assessment and

holding a national SAICM
priority setting workshop

UNITAR

$49,607

1st]

multi-
country

Armenia and UNEP Partnership
Initiative for Sound Managemen
of Chemicals and Implementatic
of SAICM in Armenia

—t

n

$245,680

3rd

individual

Belarus

Belarus, UNDP and UNEP
Partnership Initiative for the
Integration of Sound
Management of Chemicals
Considerations into Developme
Plans and Processes

UNDP &
UNEP

Nt

$250,000

3rd

individual

Georgia

Updating the national chemicals
management profile,
development of a national

SAICM capacity assessment and

holding a national SAICM
priority setting workshop

UNITAR

$49,607

1st

multi-
country

Strengthening Capacities for
Developing a National Pollutant
and Release Transfer Register
and Supporting SAICM

UNITAR

Implementation in Georgia

$170,500

4th

individual

11
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Country | Project title Executing| Funding | Ro | Project type
agency un
d

Macedoni| Development and mainstreaming UNDP $248,400 1st| individual
a (Former| of the National Plan on SAICM
Yugoslav | implementation for the Republic
Republic) | of Macedonia

Moldova | Moldova and UNEP partnershig - $249,950 individual
on capacity building for

improving the environmentally
sound management of chemicals
in the Republic of Moldova and

the implementation of SAICM

aly

Serbia Updating the national chemicals UNITAR | $49,607 | 1st multi-
management profile, country
development of a national
SAICM capacity assessment and
holding a national SAICM
priority setting workshop

Quick Start Programme trust fund civil society project in Central and Eastern

Europe (1)

Organization Project title Country | Fundin| Round | Projec
(ies) g t type
Network for Protection | Strengthening Belarus, | $160,0| 4th civil
of Public Environmental Capacities of Civil | Kazakhsta] 00 society
Interests in the Kyrgyz | Society né&
Republic, Green Organizations for | Kyrgyzsta
Partnership & Local National and n
Self-Government Regional SAICM
Development Centre Implementation in
the Eastern Europe,
Caucuses and
Central Asia region

VIIl. Outlook

27. Inthe aftermath of the Conference’s second ses#ierfocus is now shifting to
Strategic Approach implementation activities durihg intersessional period and related
processes. Based on the direction provided by tréefence at its second session,
activities during the intersessional period willparticular include work on emerging
policy issues as identified at the second sesditimoConference as well as the
nomination of additional emerging policy issuestfoe consideration of the Conference at
its third session, the management of perfluorinatezimicals, and the evaluation of the
Strategic Approach financial arrangements, inclgdive Quick Start Programme.

12
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Furthermore, the secretariat in consultation with\tVorld Health Organization will
develop a strategy for strengthening the engageofehe health sector in the
implementation of the Strategic Approach for thesideration of the Conference at its
third session. The secretariat will continue if®e$ in providing guidance on Strategic
Approach implementation, such as through the gwdalocument on the development of
Strategic Approach implementation plans, whichjsiat initiative between the secretariat
and the United Nations Institute for Training anesBarch in collaboration with the Inter-
Organization Programme for the Sound Manageme@temicals’

28. The work of participating and observer organizaionthe Inter-Organization
Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicalsd&ad Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, International Labour Orgauizn, Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and Development, United Nations Envitent Programme, United Nations
Industrial Development Organization, United Natidmstitute for Training and Research,
World Health Organization, World Bank and Unitedtidas Development Programme)
will be key to advancing Strategic Approach implema¢ion. All have chemicals
programmes that advance Strategic Approach obgstimany are serving as executing
agencies for Strategic Approach Quick Start Prognarprojects and several will take up
invitations from the second session of the Confezdn work on emerging policy issues.
The United Nations Environment Programme and theld\tdealth Organization will
provide the secretariat for the global partnersimpead in paints; the United Nations
Environment Programme will lead and facilitate ajpct on chemicals in products; the
Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Develogmalhcontinue its central role in
enhancing understanding of nanotechnologies andifacinred nanomaterials; the Basel
and Stockholm Convention secretariats and the dmiions Industrial Development
Organization will plan and convene a workshop arandous substances within the life
cycle of electrical and electronic products.

29. In addition to the above, several preparatory mees will be undertaken
intersessionally in relation to reporting on StgateApproach implementation, the
consideration of proposals for the inclusion of restivities in the Strategic Approach’s
Global Plan of Action, and the convening of the féoence’s third session, such as the
preparation of its agenda.

30. As foreseen in resolution 11/2, at least one megfor each of the five United
Nations regions is anticipated for the intersessiperiod preceding the third session of
the International Conference to facilitate the iempéntation of Strategic Approach
activities. The third meeting for the Central arabtern European region is tentatively
scheduled for September 2010. The European Uni@BBANZ meeting is likely to take

Open-ended Working Group being the Conference’sididyy body in preparation of the
third session of the Conference (tentatively in @&tg?011).

31. Countries of the region may continue to seek fugdiiom the Strategic Approach
Quick Start Programme Trust Fund for projects shgiport initial enabling capacity-

% The Conference took note of the pilot editiontaf guidance document at its second session aredida
its further development. The guidance documentlyélpiloted throughout 2009. It is available at the
SAICM website atvww.saicm.org
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building and implementation activities, consistetth the objective and strategic priorities
of the Programme. Proposals may be presented ate§ic Approach participating
Governments that have given appropriate formalgeition to the Strategic Approach, at
a minimum by having designated an official Stratefgpproach national focal point.

32. Spread over the lifetime of the Quick Start Progralrust Fund interested
countries can participate in a multi-country anafeil society project as well as receiving
assistance for a national governmental projecigeal that such projects did not involve
duplication and that sufficient funds were avaiatd the Quick Start Programme trust
fund, bearing in mind the need for equitable actesise trust fund among the eligible
countries. While some countries in the region éneady engaged in the Quick Start
Programme funded activities thus reaching theifgotd'quota®, there are approximately
five eligible countries that have not yet receiv@ack Start Programme funding.

IX.  Progressachieved, challenges and lessons lear ned

33. The Strategic Approach has been able to live ufs toonception as a multisectoral
framework, regularly engaging governmental, intesgamental and non-governmental
stakeholders with a view to achieving the objectifsound chemicals management by
2020. Its endorsement by all relevant intergovemaleorganizations has enabled the
Strategic Approach to assume its key function psliay framework for all stakeholders
involved in the promotion of sound chemicals mamagyet. Moreover, the comprehensive
network of Strategic Approach focal points at nadio regional and intergovernmental
levels has facilitated continuous momentum on &griatApproach implementation
activities. The Strategic Approach’s dedicatedritial mechanism, the Quick Start
Programme, has spurred Strategic Approach impleatient particularly in relation to
capacity building. Progress has also been achigvedeveloping guidance for Strategic
Approach implementation and putting processespfdoe to take action on so-called
emerging policy issues.

34. However, more than three years into the implememtatf the Strategic Approach,
many of the challenges referred to in its constieutlocuments with regard to the sound
management of chemicals remain valid. For instatiheefull implementation of the
Strategic Approach for the achievement of its diojes requires the commitment of
additional financial resources at all levels, alleinge that the Strategic Approach’s
Overarching Policy Strategy had already identiffé@ihe lack of capacity, as highlighted
in the Dubai Declaration and the Overarching PoBtyategy*” also continues to be a key
requirement for the achievement of the 2020 gogihalily, sound chemicals management
still suffers from the lack of prioritization andainstreaming through all relevant sect8rs.
The need to meet the challenge of establishing mifeetive governance structures for the
sound management of chemicals remainghich includes an increase in the level of
inclusiveness, particularly in relation to civilcsety participation and gender balariée.
Moreover, as recognized in the Dubai Declaratioawth in production and trade of

% paragraphs 12, 7 OPS.

31 paragraph 6, Dubai Declaration; paragraphs 5, &te) 10, OPS.
32 paragraph 9(d), OPS.

3 paragraph 5, OPS.

34 paragraph 9(e), OPS.
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chemicals continues to place an increasing cheminahagement burden on developing
countries® The international framework relevant to the sommhagement of chemicals
remains fragmented giving rise to a continuous rieethe strengthening of coherence
and synergie?® There is also significant room for improving tleeél of information
necessary to facilitate the sound management ohiciads>’

35. Based on the above overview of challenges reféoéa constitutive and other
Strategic Approach documents as well as the debi@ésave been held at regional and
global Strategic Approach meetings, the followiagurrent themes can be identified: a
persistent lack of capacity for the sound managemiechemicals; the lack of adequate
financial resources, including for the funding ofigities concerning the remediation of
contaminated sites; the lack of prioritization ofisd chemicals management, which
predominately remains to be perceived as an enwieotal priority in disregard of its
broader implications on sustainable developmentespondingly, the lack of effective
“mainstreaming” of sound chemicals management titiout relevant sectors (health,
development assistance, etc.); the continuous foeeéaformation sharing as well as the
need for finding safer alternatives and offerinffiaf@able) access to them; need for
dissemination and exchange of information on chahsiafety matters and the
implementation of multilateral environmental agreens such as the Rotterdam
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Proceflur€ertain Hazardous Chemicals
and Pesticides in International Trade and the $tmlok Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants; the need to improve engagement andezatipn efforts among stakeholders
and the importance of promoting synergies to aehtbe goals of the national and
international chemicals agendas; need to reviedatgoand, most of all, strengthen current
legislation and policies related to chemicals atriational level; where appropriate
legislation is in place, there is a need to enfa@g@xisting coordination mechanisms with
stakeholders and the provision of support in tmenfof technical assistance and training
on enforcement and compliance issue.

% paragraph 7, Dubai Declaration.
% paragraph 8, Dubai Declaration; paragraphs 5;(6fap(b), OPS.
3" paragraph 8, OPS.
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