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Circular Economy - policy

• The European Commission adopted an ambitious 
'Circular Economy Package'. 

• An EU Action Plan for the circular economy 
establishes a concrete programme of actions 
outlining measures that cover the entire product 
life cycle: from production and consumption to 
waste management and the market for secondary 
raw materials. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/jobs-growth-and-investment/towards-circular-economy_en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1453384154337&uri=CELEX:52015DC0614


Circular Economy - monitoring

• EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: (…) calling upon the Commission to 
develop indicators on resource efficiency to track progress 
towards circular economy (…)(EP Resolution of 9 July 2015)

• EUROPEAN COMMISSION: (…) the Commission will (…) propose a 
simple and effective monitoring framework for the circular 
economy (…) (Circular Economy Action Plan, 2 December 2015) 

• EU COUNCIL: (…) the need for a monitoring framework to 
strengthen and assess the progress towards CE, while 
minimising the administrative burden (…)(Environment Council 
conclusions of 20 June 2016)
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Approach

• 10 individual indicators

• In 4 main groups

• production/consum
ption;

• waste management; 

• secondary raw 
materials,

• competitiveness/
innovation

• Covering the entire loop

• Capturing main CE elements

– products/services lifecycle; 
priority areas/sectors; impact on 
competitiveness/innovation/jobs

• Presented on a website, continuously 
updated
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What the 
indicators 
measure
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Eurostat's role…

• involved in the selection of indicators

• produce most of the indicators (in the European 
Statistical System)

• provide easy access to the indicators and other 
relevant data for citizens and policy makers 

• => website



http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/circular-economy

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/circular-economy












Source: Andreas Mayer

et al., (forthcoming): 
Monitoring the circular 
economy in the EU28 -
A mass-balanced 
assessment of economy 
wide material flows, 
waste and emissions 
from official statistics. 
In: Journal of Industrial 
Ecology

Material 
Flows 
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Thank you!

• Questions?


