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1. In 1997, Ukraine was the first among the European Community countries to implement 
the UNFC at the national level.  The UNFC being recommended for practical use by UN 
member countries through UN ECOSOC Resolution 227/1997. Alongside this, the Ukraine 
has developed a universal classification adapted to all types of minerals (coal, petroleum, 
non-metallic commodities, solid minerals + underground water).   

 

Ukrainian classification scheme applied to all types of mineral commodities, including 
oil, gas, uranium, and coal 
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2. Since 1997, while using UNFC at mining operations, for calculation of mineral 
reserves, their geological and economic assessment, and public examination, a whole number 
of instructions on the practical use of classification for various types of minerals have also 
been developed. The Classification, as well as instructions, have been registered by the 
Ukraine Department of Justice as elements for the methodological and juridical basis for the 
utilization of natural (mineral) resources and these are now part of the legislation. 
 
The methodological and practical implementation of UNFC into statistical reporting on 
mineral reserves and resources, planning of mining operations and reporting on their 
outcomes and record keeping in public balance of minerals has been committed. 
 
The 2008 Government Decree makes provision for the use of mining enterprise efficiency 
coefficient and other technical and economic values defined according to the Classification in 
geological and economic estimation of mineral areas, not only providing mineral resource 
users with these areas, but also for current taxation of mining enterprises. 
 
In connection with the conditions above, the substantial amendments proposed by the UNFC 
Revision Project leave no opportunity for Ukraine to adapt to them.   It is imagined that other 
countries that have adapted their classifications to the UNFC will experience the same 
difficulties. 
 
The underlying thesis for UNFC was and is always the fact, that it must be able to integrate 
existing approaches and ensure their combinability and comparability without introducing 
amendments to acting classifications. In other words, the initial task of the UNFC was to 
ensure an “umbrella effect”, but in the proposed revised draft of the Classification, the 
examples of classes shown in Figure 1 characterize only the oil and gas sector of the 
Classification. Classes of minerals – 121, 122, 211, 331, 332, and 333, which are widely used 
for solids as well as for fluids, are not provided. 
 
3.   It is imagined that this circumstance can be easily enough removed and then Figure 1 
could serve as a general graphical model of 3D Classification. In total with the definitions of 
categories agreed with the AHGE earlier, this Figure could serve as a sufficient basis for the 
whole Framework (umbrella) Classification. All acting Classifications could find their places 
in such a Framework Classification. 
 
4. The simplified version of the UNFC called by the authors two-dimensional on Figure 2 
dramatically narrows the abilities to adapt to it other classifications.  It does not have a place 
for classes such as 121, 122, 211, 331, 332, 333. Out of 10 classes declared by UNFC in 1997 
only 4 of them could be added to the model proposed on Figure 2. It is obvious, that such a 
model could not be adopted and implemented into practice without the destruction of acting 
classification systems. 
 
In addition, definitions of classes proposed in the simplified UNFC version (Figure 2) can not 
be applied directly to mineral quantities in the deposit or in its part. Besides, proposed 
definitions of mineral classes to a large extent repeat or reflect definitions of categories on the 
F axis and then they are odd.  Perhaps, it is better to avoid definitions of classes, but to use 
only numerical codes. 
 
Paragraph 6 of the Classification project does not contain the substantiation of the aim of the 
simplified version of UNFC-2008, showed on Figure 2. It indicates only that it is “for more 
important classes and sub-classes”. Then it should be explained why 222 class is considered 
to be more important than 121 or 122.  If this table is provided for explanation, then it should 
be included into the Annex, outside the main text. 



Figure 1. UNFC categories and examples of classes 
 

 
 

5. Given in the classification scheme (Figure 2) all possible components of total quantities 
of commodity initially in-place could be shortened. In paragraph 8 the indication on material 
balance, that is retained providing the full application of the Classification, is not 
substantiated. 
 
 “Total quantities associated with known deposits” present a real interest for the industry, 
including those that “could be extracted” as well as “total quantities of commodity associated 
with possible deposit” including those that “could be extracted”. 
 
It is imagined that it is possible to be constrained by inclusion into the Classification only 
these components of initial quantities of commodity leaving outside the Classification 
“produced quantities” sold or unsold and “additional quantities which can not be extracted”. 
The latter can be simply defined as subtraction between total and extractable quantities.   
 
6. Unnecessary details with singling out of sub-categories and sub-classes on Figure 3 is 
imagined incompatible with the document of such level of generalization as a Global 
Classification. Singling out of sub-classes and sub-categories is viable at a national or 
corporate level if it is clearly required. It is possible that item 13 in the proposed 
Classification provides for this possibility. 

7.   Following the fundamental principle of a global classification – ensuring its "umbrella 
effect" or its ability to unite national classifications without making any amendments, we 
introduce a number of propositions which, in our view, will simplify the classification and 
increase its comparability and combinability with the national classifications as follows: 

(i) To designate building blocks of classes in Figure l as: 121, 122, 211, 331, 332 and 
333, which are widely used for solids as well as for fluids. To exclude 
characteristics of projects from the legend. 

(ii) To exclude Figure 2 and associated with this Figure explanations. 
(iii)  To exclude Figure 3 and associated with this Figure explanations. 
(iv) To leave definitions of categories in all Annexes, but to exclude definitions of 

sub-categories and comments. 



       
8.  If the aforementioned proposals are accepted, Figure 1 will be able to serve as a general 
graphical model of the 3D Classification. In total with the definitions of categories agreed 
with the AHGE earlier, this Figure could serve as a sufficient basis for the whole Framework 
(umbrella) Classification. All acting Classifications could find their place in such a 
Framework Classification. 
 
9.  The Delegation of Ukraine expresses its readiness in the event it is necessary to provide 
methodological and practical consultations on display objects concerning the application of 
the UNFC application for the deposits of petroleum, ore and non-metallic minerals, and 
underground water.   
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