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INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY 
CENTRE (IETC)

• The centre was inaugurated in October 1992 in Japan (on EXPO base) and 
officially opened in 1994, it focuses on identifying and showcasing 
environmentally sound technologies (ESTs)

• The mandate of IETC, as agreed in Decision 16/34 of UNEP Governing 
Council, is the transfer of environmentally sound technologies (EST) to 
developing countries and countries with economies in transition. This was 
reinforced by the GC’s adoption of the Bali Strategic Plan for Technology 
Support and Capacity-building in its 23rd Session in February 2005.



• IETC's efforts are 
projected towards 4 
directions:

• Demonstration / Pilot 
projects

• Technology support
• Capacity building
• Secretariat of the Global 

Partnership for Waste 
Management (GPWM)

HISTORY OF IETC
1991: UNEP Governing Council decision 
16/34 calls for the establishment of an 
International Environmental Technology 
Centre (IETC) in Japan.
1992: The Government of Japan and 
UNEP sign an agreement to set up IETC 
followed by an inauguration in Osaka.
1992: To support IETC, the Global 
Environment Centre (GEC) Foundation 
was established.
1994: IETC offices in Osaka and Shiga 
officially open.
2005: Launch of the waste management 
portfolio.
2007: Iraqi Marshlands project team 
receives the 2007 UN 21 Award 
commendation.
2011: IETC is restructured and offices are 
consolidated in Osaka.
2012: IETC celebrates its 20th anniversary



IETC INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD
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CTCN: Responding to Developing 
Country technology needs

• UNFCCC Technology Mechanism 
created in 2009 alongside Financial 
Mechanism (GCF+GEF) as part of 
Copenhagen Agreement

• Technology Mechanism consists of a 
Technology Executive Committee 
(policy guidance) and Climate 
Technology Centre and Network 
(operations)

• CTCN is donor-driven (EC, Denmark, 
Norway, Finland, Canada, US, 
Switzerland, Germany etc.), co-
hosted by UNEP & UNIDO 

• Work with Financial Mechanism + 
country focal points + partner 
organizations to leverage private 
sector expertise in service of 
Developing Country needs



CTCN has 3 core service offerings:
• Technical Assistance 

• 132 country-driven response plans in 63 countries 
• 12% monthly growth since summer 2015
• Expect 200 by end 2016, ±400 total by end 2017

• Knowledge Sharing + Capacity Building
• Regional Forums linking country focal points, private sector 

experts & GCF representatives
• Incubator Programme: Supporting LDC, expanding to SIDS

• Knowledge Management + Networking
• ±210 Network + Consortium implementing partners
• Webinars, information portal, sharing best practice
• Technology Library: focus on Convention technology resources, 

source of trusted/reliable information

The Climate Technology Centre and 
the Green Climate Fund embark on 
new collaboration to support green 
technology deployment in developing 
countries



• The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) hosts the CTCN in 
collaboration with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO) and the support of a consortium of partners that are engaged in some 
1,500 activities related to climate technologies in over 150 countries.

• The CTCN consists of two parts: a centre—a coordinating entity located in UN 
City Copenhagen—and a worldwide network of organizations that delivers CTCN 
services—both virtually and actually. In short, the centre operates the network, 
and together they constitute the CTCN.

• The CTCN is guided by an advisory board, which meets at least twice each year.
• Consortium of partners – for example, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Asian Institute of Technology , Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) in South Africa and many others.

• The CTCN operates within its terms of reference and is accountable to and under 
the guidance of the COP through an advisory board. 

Some of the founding documents
Terms of reference of the CTCN (page 47)
Modalities and procedures of the CTCN (page 28)
Memorandum of Understanding between the COP and UNEP (page 10)
Constitution of the CTCN Advisory Board

CTCN – how it works 

http://un.dk/en/node/17
https://www.ctc-n.org/about-ctcn/advisory-board
https://www.ctc-n.org/file/110
https://www.ctc-n.org/file/109
https://www.ctc-n.org/file/111
https://www.ctc-n.org/file/111


Financing 



Green Technologies and Investments
Green finance may provide growth 
opportunities in addition to delivering 
environmental benefits. 
Enhancing green finance could facilitate 
the growth of high-potential green 
industries, promote technological 
innovation and create business 
opportunities for the financial industry. 
Providing adequate financing to such 
green sectors with high market potential 
could therefore be growth enhancing. 
Clean technology, energy saving and 
environmental remediation sectors tend 
to be high-tech and associated with high 
R&D spending that spur technological 
progress. 



UNEP’s work on Green Investments and Financing 

Inquiry program (Inquiry: Design of a 
Sustainable Financial System) aiming to 
mobilizing the world’s capital for the 
transition to a sustainable, low-carbon 
economy. 
Currently the Inquiry program has 
undertaken advanced work with national 
institutions and partners in several countries 
(ranging from the USA to Bangladesh) to 
move from design to delivery and support 
the scale-up, broadening, and exchange of 
policy options, advance new critical research 
areas, and continue its national, regional, and 
international engagements to embed 
sustainability into financial architecture. 
http://web.unep.org/inquiry

United Nations Environment Programme 
– Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) is a 
partnership between UNEP and the global 
financial sector created in the context of 
the 1992 Earth Summit with a mission to 
promote sustainable finance. 

Over 200 financial institutions, including 
banks, insurers and investors, work with 
UNEP to understand today’s 
environmental challenges, why they 
matter to finance, and how to actively 
participate in addressing them. UNEP FI’s 
work also includes a strong focus on 
policy – by fomenting country-level 
dialogues between finance practitioners, 
supervisors, regulators and policy-makers, 
and, at the international level, by 
promoting financial sector involvement in 
processes such as the global climate 
negotiations. Additional information is 
here  http://www.unepfi.org/

http://web.unep.org/inquiry
http://www.unepfi.org/


Vision forward 
• There are global frameworks and initiatives working on 

green technologies and investments, therefore their 
reflection on the regional and national level is important, as 
well as experience transfer and knowledge sharing;

• Broader engagement and partnership is crucial to reach 
higher efficiency and effectiveness, as well as to ensure 
intensified cooperation;

• Function and funding elements should be clear and 
transparent to allow additional investments and diversified 
sources of incomes;

UNEP stand ready to be involved into the 

process and bring in existing experience 

and international partners to support the Center. 



THANK YOU
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