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 I. Introduction 

1. The eleventh session of the Group of Experts on Coal Mine Methane was held on  

24 and 25 October 20161. 

 II. Attendance 

2. The meeting was attended by experts from the following United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (ECE) member States: Germany, Kazakhstan, Poland, Romania, 

Russian Federation, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and United States 

of America.  

3. Experts from Australia, China, Colombia and India participated under Article 11 

of the Commission’s Terms of Reference.  

4. Representatives of the International Labour Office (ILO), the International 

Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the Global Methane Initiative were present. 

5. The private sector, academia and non-Governmental organizations were also 

represented.  

  

 1 Official documents of the session are available at http://documents.un.org/. Unofficial room 

documents and presentations delivered at the meeting are available on the ECE website at: 

http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41968#/ 
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 III. Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 1) 

Documentation:  ECE/ENERGY/GE.4/2016/1 

6. The provisional agenda as contained in ECE/ENERGY/GE.4/2016/1 was adopted 

without amendment.   

 IV. Election of Officers (agenda item 2) 

7. The Group of Experts noted that at its tenth session, held in October 2015, a 

Bureau was elected to serve until the end of 2017. No new Bureau member nominations 

were received. The Bureau comprises Mr Raymond  Pilcher (United States of America) 

as Chair, and Mr Sergazy Baimukhametov (Kazakhstan), Mr Jacek Skiba (Poland), Mr 

Sergey Shumkov (Russian Federation), Mr Milanko Savic (Serbia), Mr Yuriy Bobrov 

(Ukraine), Mr Igor Yashchenko (Ukraine), Mr David Creedy (United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland), Mr Ozgen Karacan (United States of America), Ms Felicia 

Ruiz (United States of America), Mr Clark Talkington (United States of America), and 

Mr Martin Hahn (International Labour Organization) as Vice-Chairs. 

 V. Opening remarks (agenda item 3) 

8. In his opening remarks, the Chair urged the Group of Experts to study carefully the 

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since they provide the context for 

the entire work of the Group. The Chair advised that he participated in the twenty-fifth 

session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy (Geneva, 28–30 September 2016). On 

this occasion he informed the Committee that the Group of Experts was delivering on its 

mandate and was making progress in meeting the goals and deliverables as set out in its 

work plan for 2016–2017. During the Committee meeting, the Chair outlined a concept 

for the Group of Experts to work more effectively towards attaining the SDGs through 

collaboration with the other subsidiary bodies of the Committee, in particular with the 

Expert Group on Resource Classification and the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity 

Production from Fossil Fuels.  

9. The Chair reviewed the status of implementation of the 2016–2017 work plan and 

noted the following activities that have been implement or are currently underway: 

(a) Revision of the Best Practice Guidance on Effective Methane Drainage and 

Use in Coal Mines (BPG), which was published on 18 October 2016; 

(b) The work on case studies that is critical for future work and dissemination 

of best practices; 

(c) Dissemination of best practices that started in 2016 with the first workshop 

held in Karaganda, Kazakhstan, on 4 October 2016; 

(d) The collaboration with the first of the International Centres of Excellence 

that is scheduled to open in Poland in early 2017, with the generous support of the Polish 

Oil and Gas Company (PGNiG), the Polish Geological Institute (PIG) and the Polish Oil 

and Gas Institute (INiG). The Centre will be hosted by the Central Mining Institute (GIG) 

in Katowice; 

(e) Work on recommendations on the ways for the Group of Experts to expand 

its work to cover integrated methane management in the context of the SDGs; 
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(f) Continued provision of advice on methane related standards to the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the International 

Organization for Standardization (ISO).  

10. The full text of the Chair's opening remarks is available on the session's website2 

under agenda item 3 - Opening remarks. 

11.  The representative of the ILO drew attention to the social aspects of coal mining - 

safety and health - for which both the ILO and the Group of Experts share concerns. In 

line with the ILO’s Guidelines for a just transition towards environmentally sustainable 

economies and societies, it is necessary to look at coal mining and coal mine methane in 

the context of sustainable development. 

12. Following the Chair’s remarks on synergies between various groups of experts, the 

secretariat highlighted the usefulness of the United Nations Framework Classification for 

Fossil Energy and Mineral Reserves and Resources 2009 (UNFC) as a management tool 

that could not only bridge across various classification systems, but could also help 

incorporate social and environmental issues into energy-related activities, including in coal 

mine methane. In this regard, the secretariat invited coal mine experts to take an active part 

in the work of the Expert Group on Resource Classification noting that its next meeting will 

be held in Geneva, 25–28 April 2017.  

 VI. Sixth joint meeting of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe Group of Experts on Coal Mine 
Methane and the Coal Subcommittee of the Global Methane 
Initiative (agenda item 4) 

13. The Group of Experts thanked the Global Methane Initiative (GMI) and its 

members for their continued support and collaboration. Noting the synergies between the 

Group of Experts and GMI, the Group of Experts requested the Bureau and the secretariat 

to explore a possible strategic alliance between GMI and ECE. 

 VII. The role of coal mine methane management in 
implementing the Sustainable Development Goals and 
combatting climate change (agenda item 5) 

14. The Group of Experts noted that not only is coal mine methane a strong 

greenhouse gas but it also causes accidents in mines, which adversely affect entire 

communities. Proper methane management may thus have beneficial effects in attaining 

several of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

15. The Group also noted potential benefits from closer cooperation with the European 

Commission. The Group of Experts requested the ECE secretariat to continue to maintain 

contact with the European Commission and to develop specific suggestions on how to 

pursue cooperation, also linking with the GMI Subcommittee on Coal.  

  

 2  http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=41968#/ 
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 VIII. Activities and priorities of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe and its Committee on Sustainable 
Energy (agenda item 6) 

16. The Director of the Sustainable Energy Division of ECE provided an update on the 

outcomes of the recent sessions of the Committee on Sustainable Energy: the twenty-

fourth session held in November 2015 and the first part of the twenty-fifth session held in 

September 2016. He also updated the Group of Experts on the preparations for the second 

part of the twenty-fifth session that will be held on 19 January 2017. 

17. The Director informed the Group of Experts on the Energy Ministerial that will be 

held at the opening of the EXPO-2017 “Future Energy” and under the auspices of the 

Eighth International Forum on Sustainable Development in Astana, Kazakhstan on 11 

June 2017. The Ministerial is hosted by Kazakhstan and is supported by the UN Regional 

Commissions, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) and Sustainable Energy 

for All (SE4All). A Ministerial outcome document is available for consultation. The 

Director invited the Group of Experts to comment on the outcome document and to 

participate in the Eighth International Forum and seize this opportunity to bring the 

importance and benefits of methane management to the attention of the United Nations 

Member States.  

 IX. Report on implementation of the work plan for 2016–2017 
(agenda item 7)  

18. The Group of Experts reviewed its work plan for 2016–2017. The Group of 

Experts noted that it had delivered on its activities planned for 2016 and is on track to 

achieve all the remaining objectives in 2017, as reported by the Chair at the twenty-fifth 

session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy. 

19. In particular, the Group of Experts noted with appreciation the second edition of 

the Best Practice Guidance for Effective Methane Drainage and Recovery in Coal Mines, 

published in October 2016, and recommended its continued worldwide dissemination. 

 X. Report on the implementation of the extrabudgetary project: 
“Dissemination of best practices in the abatement, recovery, 
and use of methane” (agenda item 8) 

20. The Group of Experts noted with appreciation that the first capacity-building 

workshop on disseminating best practices in the abatement, recovery, and use of methane 

was held on 4 October 2016 in Karaganda, Kazakhstan. The event was interactive and 

productive and well-attended by representatives of coal mines in Karaganda. 

21.  The Group of Experts recommended that the secretariat and the Bureau continue 

preparations for the next workshop, tentatively planned for early 2017 in India in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Coal, Government of India, and Coal India/Central 

Mine Planning and Design Institute (CMPDI). The Group of Experts invited all those 

interested to participate in the workshop. 
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 XI. Trends, developments and good practices in coal mine 
methane management (agenda item 9) 

22. A number of good practices in methane management in coal mines were presented, 

including on the method of methane drainage using cased long boreholes.  

 XII. Mandate, Terms of Reference and work plan for 2018–2019 
(agenda item 10) 

23. After a preliminary discussion of possible topics for its work plan in 2018–2019, 

the Group of Experts concluded that the following core activities continue to be relevant: 

(a) Dissemination of best practices in methane drainage and recovery through 

targeted workshops and seminars; 

(b) Collection of case studies on the application of best practice guidance in coal 

mines in different regions of the world; 

(c) Collaboration with the International Centres of Excellence on Coal Mine 

Methane in implementing all mandated activities; 

(d) Contribution to the Committee on Sustainable Energy’s report on methane 

management in extractive industries; 

(e) Work on recommendations on the enabling role of methane projects in 

restructuring coal mining industry. 

24. The Group of Experts also concluded that a number of emerging issues may 

deserve attention, including: 

(a) Facilitation of member States to recognize the imperative of climate change 

action including through capacity building activities which demonstrate that the coal 

mining industry should adopt a near zero methane emissions target using methane where 

viable to reduce mitigation costs; 

(b) Investigation of the social aspects of coal mining in the context of gas 

production and utilization opportunities; 

(c) Testing the application of UNFC to coal and other co-located energy 

resources, and assess the implications through various scenarios or case studies; 

(d) Promoting public awareness on the role of coal mine methane in climate 

change action; 

(e) Development of best practices for mine closures; 

(f) Inclusion of coal mine methane projects as way of achieving Nationally 

Determined Contribution targets for climate change action. 

25. The Group of Experts agreed to work by written procedure during inter-sessional 

periods for topics that are time sensitive.  

26. In such a written procedure, approval of documents, including work plans and 

documents that require endorsement by the Committee on Sustainable Energy, should 

conform to the following procedure: 

(a) A “task force”, supported by the secretariat, should prepare a draft 

document. During the preparation, the Bureau should be involved in periodic review and 

consultation; 
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(b) The draft will be subject to a minimum 21-day comment period by the 

Group of Experts. Not submitting comments during this period is considered as tacit 

approval. Comments submitted to the secretariat should be considered for possible 

inclusion and the draft modified as appropriate. Reasons for not acting on specific 

comments should be documented; 

(c) Once comments have been considered, the Bureau should review the 

revised draft for approval. Any significant changes in the revised draft should be 

highlighted to the Group of Experts for consideration as per step 11(b); 

(d) The final draft should be submitted to the Committee on Sustainable 

Energy for endorsement. 

27. Noting that its two-year mandate expires in December 2017, the Group of Experts 

recommended that a request for the renewal of its mandate be submitted to the twenty-

sixth session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy in 2017. The Group of Experts 

tasked the Bureau to draft a revised terms of reference as may be needed and a work plan 

for 2018–2019 following the above procedure. The Group of Experts noted that the draft 

documents should be submitted to the Committee on Sustainable Energy at its twenty-

sixth session in 2017. 

 XIII. Preparations for the twelfth session of the Group of Experts 
(agenda item 11) 

28. The twelfth session of the Group of Experts will be held in October 2017 in 

Geneva. 

 XIV. Other business (agenda item 12) 

29. The Group of Experts recommended to the Committee on Sustainable Energy that 

its annual sessions be supported by parliamentary documents and reports as needed in 

relation to the implementation of the work plan 2016–2017. The Group of Experts 

recommended to the Committee on Sustainable Energy that the secretariat be invited to 

continue supporting its work by, inter alia, the following: organizing planned work plan 

activities, preparing formal documentation required for the development, approval, 

implementation and reporting of work plan activities, including the translation of official 

documents into the three official ECE languages (English, French, Russian) to service the 

Group of Experts’ meetings. 

 XV. Adoption of conclusions and recommendations  
(agenda item 13) 

30. The conclusions and recommendations were adopted and are included under the 

relevant agenda items.  

 XVI. Adoption of the report and close of the meeting  
(agenda item 14) 

31. The report of the meeting was adopted, including the conclusions and 

recommendations, subject to any necessary editing and formatting. 

    


