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First expert meeting on the UNECE Study on “Development of Efficient 
Mechanisms of the Natural Gas Market Regulation in the UNECE Region” 
 
Moscow, 30 March 2010 

 
REPORT OF THE MEETING 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
 
1. The third meeting of the UNECE group of experts on the study on “Development 
of Efficient Mechanisms of the Natural Gas Market Regulation in the UNECE 
Region” took place 30 March 2010 in the «President-hotel», Moscow, Russia. 
 
2. The Meeting was attended by 46 representatives from the following UNECE 
member-states: Bulgaria, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Netherlands, Norway, 
Russian Federation, Turkey, and Ukraine.  
 
3. The representatives of Egypt participated under Article 11 of the UNECE Term of 
Reference. 
 
4. The following inter-governmental, non-governmental and other international 
institutes, companies and organizations took part in the Meeting: Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), European Business Congress, National 
Energy Security Fund, Russian Gas Society, Vernadsky Foundation and Energy 
Charter Secretariat. 
 
5. Mr. Alexander Karasevich (Russian Federation) was elected the Chairman of the 
meeting. Mr. Adam Sek, the UNECE Regional Advised on Energy, Ms. Carlotta 
Segre, UNECE secretariat and Ms Valerie Ducroit, the UNECE Gas Centre, were in 
attendance. 
 
 
II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  
 
6. The provisional agenda was adopted. 
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III. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE TWENTIETH SESSION OF THE 

WORKING PARTY ON GAS RELATED TO ACTIVITIES RELATED 
TO DEVELOPMENT OF EFFICIENT MECHANISMS OF THE 
NATURAL GAS MARKET REGULATION IN THE UNECE REGION 

(Agenda item 3) 
 

7. The UNECE secretariat reported on the outcome of the twentieth session of the 
Working Party on Gas, which was held on 19 and 20 January 2010 and attended by 
111 representatives from 27 UNECE member-states as well as representatives of 
Egypt, Iran and Japan who participated under Article 11 of the Commission’s Terms 
of Reference, who took the following decision, among others, regarding the agenda 
item 11 – Other business:  
   

“(b) At the proposal of the Russian Federation, the delegates requested the 
Working Party on Gas to undertake a study on Development of Efficient 
Mechanisms of the Natural Gas Market Regulation in the UNECE Region.” 

 
 
IV. PRESENTATION OF THE FINAL DRAFT VERSION OF THE STUDY 
“THE IMPACT OF THE LIBERALIZATION OF THE NATURAL GAS 
MARKETS ON GAS DEMAND AND PRICES IN THE UNECE REGION” 
 
8. The Chairman of the Study Mr. Alexey Zorya (Russian Federation) presented the 
final draft version of the Study and reported on the results of the experts' work.  Mr. 
Zorya requested that the study, once finalized, be included in the UNECE Energy 
Series publications. The meeting participants agreed that the study would contribute 
to a better understanding and possibly the development of the gas markets 
liberalization within the ECE region. 
 
9. The successful completion of the Study have paved the way for carrying out the 
UNECE study on regulatory mechanisms of the natural gas markets in the UNECE 
region, which was approved at the 20th annual session of the Working Party on Gas 
Session in January 2010. 
 
10. The delegates requested that the final draft of the UNECE liberalization study be 
sent to the UNECE secretariat for the final review and editing. 
 
 
V. TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE LAUNCH OF THE UNECE STUDY 
ON “DEVELOPMENT OF EFFICIENT MECHANISMS OF THE NATURAL 
GAS MARKET REGULATION IN THE UNECE REGION” (Agenda item 5) 
 
11. Mr. A. Zorya presented an introduction to the study including why the Study is 
topical, its main goals, possible participants, methods or work and provisional 
timetable. 
 
12. Several delegates offered their views on the key issues related to carrying out the 
new UNECE Study on Development of Efficient Mechanisms of the Natural Gas 
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Market Regulation in the UNECE Region, which led to a lively debate on the most 
effective ways of launching it.  
 
13. The issues concerning the depth of the study, required level of details, methods of 
gathering data, possible production of maps, treatment of financial, technical and 
confidential data and availability of final results were addressed. It was decided that 
the draft proposal of the structure of the study will be presented at the next meeting. 
 
14. During the discussion, it was revealed that the perception of the efficient 
mechanism of the natural gas markets regulation was, to some extent, different 
between gas supplying and consuming countries, especially in terms of business 
environment and the scope of consumer’s rights. In this respect, two approaches were 
analyzed by the participants: the first one which would use two different definitions of 
efficient mechanisms, one for consuming and one for supplying countries; and the 
second one which would rely on the single definition of the efficient mechanism of 
the natural gas markets regulation. 

 
15. Taking into account those differences and a strong interest in carrying out the 
study, the meeting underlined the importance of energy security dialogue between the 
parties involved in the study. In this context, the representative of the Energy Charter 
(EC) expressed interest in bringing Russia back to the EC work. ECE secretariat 
confirmed its availability to eventually assist and support this process as before and 
offering its neutral forum for discussion in Geneva.  
 
16. It was agreed that the UNECE Secretariat together with OJSC Gazprom-Promgaz 
(Russian Federation) will take the leading role in coordinating the work on the Study.  
 
17. The UNECE secretariat requested the participants to submit written proposal 
regarding all aspects of the new study to the UNECE secretariat and OAO Gazprom-
Promgaz by the 30 April 2010. It was also decided that OJSC Gazprom-Promgaz 
would coordinate the development of the Terms of Reference in close cooperation 
with the UNECE secretariat before the next Meeting on the study. 
 
 
VI.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE STUDY (Agenda item 6) 
 
18. Decisions on the bureau of the study including its Chairman and heads of 
chapters, structure of the study, timetable, method of work and resources required 
were delayed for the next meeting on the UNECE gas market regulation study. 
 
 
VII.  ADOPTION OF CALENDAR (Agenda item 7) 
 
19. Participants agreed to hold the next meeting on the UNECE gas market regulation 
study either in Geneva or Moscow in the summer or the autumn of 2010 where its 
timetable will addressed as well. 
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VIII. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Agenda item 8) 
 
19.  The expert group on the study adopted the report of its first meeting session on 30 
March 2010. 
 
 

IX. OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda item 9) 
 
20. There was no other business to consider. 
 

***** 


