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 I. Attendance 

1. Representatives of 16 member countries of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE) attended the session: Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Romania, 
Kazakhstan, Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation, Turkey, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, and Ukraine. 

2. Representatives of Syrian Arab Republic and Thailand participated under Article 11 
of the Commission’s Terms of Reference. 

3. Representatives of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP), the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UNESCO Regional Office for Sciences for 
Arab States, UN-HABITAT, the African Biofuel & Renewable Energy Fund (ABREF), the 
Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), the Eurasian Economic 
Community (EurAsEC), the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC), 
Pool Energetique de l’Afrique Centrale (PEAC), the United Nations Foundation (UNF), 
World Trade Institute (WTI), International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), International 
Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD), Econoler International, and Investment 
Agency International (IAI) participated in the meeting. 

 II. Opening of the session 

4. The meeting was opened by the Director of the UNECE Sustainable Energy 
Division. He noted that GEE21 was designed to serve as a global forum, to transfer the 
valuable experience of UNECE in capacity building, policy reform and investment project 
financing to other regions of the world through the UN Regional Commissions (RCs). He 
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also noted that the Group is supposed to adopt its work programme and map out future 
activities, including further development of Global Strategy that will guide the work of 
UNECE and the other GEE21 implementing agencies. A reference was made to 
achievements of the GEE21 project to date and upcoming activities, including 
implementation of the UN Development Account project on energy.  

5. The Director thanked the Government of the Russian Federation for its financial 
support of the GEE21 Project.  

 III. Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 1) 

6. The agenda was adopted as contained in the document 
ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/GE.2/2011/1 with amendments. The order of items has been changed 
as reflected in this report. The new agenda item 2 “”Election of officers” and item 9 
“Conclusions and recommendations” were added to the agenda. 

 IV. Election of officers (agenda item 2) 

7. The Group of Experts noted the statement of Mr. Dominique Le Masne (France) that 
in future he would not be able to perform his duties as the Chair of the Group of Experts 
due to his new position in the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, France. Also the 
participants noted the necessity to elect new Vice Chair from the ECLAC region and from 
the Russian Federation that until now is the only supporting institution. It was decided to 
consider this issue and elect new officers during the 3rd session. 

 V. Recent developments in the Global Energy Efficiency 21 
project (GEE21) (agenda item 3) 

8. The Chair emphasized that the aim of the Group of Experts was to enhance energy 
efficiency worldwide, starting with conveying existing experience to all world regions 
through other Regional Commissions. 

9. The secretariat reported on the GEE21 activities undertaken since the first session: 
conducting of the Extended Bureau Meeting (Geneva, 18–19 October, 2010); presentation 
of GEE21 in Cancun (Mexico) at the Conference of the Parties of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP–16); development of a draft Global 
Strategy for Energy Efficiency Market Formation; preparation of the proposal for the 
United Nations Development Account project “Promoting Energy Efficiency Investments 
for Climate Change Mitigation and Sustainable Development.” 

 VI. Global Strategy for Energy Efficiency Market Formation 
(agenda item 4) 

10. A representative of Econoler International, a company working under the contract 
with UNECE for the GEE21 project, presented a draft Global Strategy for Energy 
Efficiency Market Formation. The Strategy is aimed at developing instruments to scale up 
investments in energy efficient technologies in the regions and recommends collaborative 
efforts that UNECE and other RCs can undertake to support capacity building, policy 
reforms and investment project financing through the UN Regional Commissions. The 
purpose is to promote self-financing energy efficiency improvements that will lead to 
higher productivity, reduced fuel dependency, and reduced environmental pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
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11. The discussion emphasized the importance and timeliness of the draft Strategy. The 
delegates thanked the representative of Econoler International for the preparation draft 
Strategy and provided their comments and suggestions for improving the draft. There were 
concerns that important issues such as use of renewable energy and technology transfer 
have not been addressed in the document.  It was suggested that after reviewing the 
proposed draft Strategy and introducing certain revisions, the activities should focus on 
developing regional strategies through other UN RCs. 

12. The consultant noted that it was impossible to address all issues due to limited task 
and timeframe. That is why such important issues as technology transfer, tariffs, etc. were 
not covered. The analysis of the renewable energy projects was not included, because it was 
not part of the terms of reference due to different approaches of the renewable energy 
projects financing. The consultant also emphasized the importance of the UN RCs as there 
are large differences between regions, countries of one region, and even provinces of one 
country. 

 VII. Presentations by the Government representatives, experts 
and focal points of the Regional Commissions (agenda item 5) 

13. Presentations were made by representatives of the UN Regional Commissions, 
Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations as follows: 
Ministry of Energy of Thailand, African Biofuel and Renewable Energy Fund, Ministry of 
Electricity of the Syrian Arab Republic, UN Foundation, ESCAP, ECLAC, ESCWA, 
Russian Federation, International Institute for Sustainable Development.    

14. A representative of Thailand presented current energy efficiency work programmes 
in Asia and the Pacific Region. He described regional energy situation and the diversity of 
the region. The regional economic development and growth, rapid urbanization, investment 
in energy infrastructure, fear of nuclear energy, geopolitical risks, and resource availability 
have been pointed out as main challenges for the region. He also described energy 
efficiency efforts in the region and appealed to UN to consolidate and strengthen the efforts 
for energy efficiency market formation around the world. 

15. A representative of the African Biofuel and Renewable Energy Fund described 
energy efficiency policies in Tunisia, including national strategies, institutional and 
regulatory frameworks, energy efficiency in industrial, construction, and transport sectors, 
provided policies analysis and recommendations.  

16. A representative of the Syrian Arab Republic presented the latest developments in 
energy efficiency and renewable energy in Syria. He described current energy efficiency 
projects and capacity building measures implemented by the government. He pointed out 
that the country can achieve 15 Megatons of oil equivalent savings from energy efficiency 
measures by 2030.  

17. A representative of the UN Foundation presented the Clean Energy Ministerial 
Initiative. He described major international activities in the field, such as UN Energy, the 
Renewable Energy & Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP), International Energy 
Agency (IEA), Climate Works, the International Partnership for Energy Efficiency 
Cooperation (IPEEC), the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), the 
Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st Century (REN21). He stressed the necessity 
to incorporate key energy efficiency policies in the National Development Plans.  

18. A representative of ESCAP secretariat made an overview of the energy situation in 
the region and underlined the development, energy and environmental nexus and the 
importance of energy efficiency in the context of energy security for sustainable 
development. He outlined challenges and opportunities and related ESCAP efforts. The 



4  

development of a common methodology, National Studies, Workshops (national / regional), 
implementation of the outcomes of the national studies have been proposed as GEE21 
activities.  

19. Energy Efficiency in Latin America and Caribbean was presented by the ECLAC 
secretariat. There are certain obstacles to the implementation of energy efficiency projects 
in the region, both in private and public sectors. A representative described energy 
efficiency programmes in the region, the ECLAC’s proposal for more effective energy 
efficiency public policies. He pointed out that the ECLAC’s EE Policy Dialogues and 
UNECE’s GEE21 should consolidate their synergy on energy efficiency issues.  

20. A representative of ESCWA presented information on recent ESCWA’s energy 
efficiency activities, including projects, meetings, publications as well as cooperation with 
potential partners such as League of Arab States and UN Regional Commissions. It was 
stressed that Regional Commissions are to play a major role in promoting and enhancing 
cooperation between their member states, especially as regards experience sharing, 
implementing best practices, and transferring technology. 

21. A representative of the Energy Agency under the Ministry of Energy of the Russian 
Federation pointed out that his Government initiated and has financed GEE21 project for 3 
years. It was noted that while GEE21 is an important project from a global perspective, the 
Russian Federation’s intentions in this project are focused on the Central Asian region. The 
representative described energy efficiency programmes in Russia and the role of a newly 
established Russian Energy Agency. He informed that the Government of the Russian 
Federation will continue finance UNECE energy activities including those targeted at 
SPECA countries.  

22. The presentation on energy subsidies and sustainable development was done by the 
representative of the International Institute for Sustainable Development. She presented 
analysis of fossil fuels, bio fuels, renewable energy, nuclear energy and their economic, 
social and environmental impacts. It was suggested to pay more attention in the Global 
Strategy to subsidies as policy instruments. 

 VIII. Outcome of the Astana International Energy Efficiency 
Forum (agenda item 6) 

23. The secretariat proposed not to open a discussion on this agenda item and review it 
during the seventeenth session of the Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments 
for Climate Change Mitigation on 19–20 April 2011. It was necessary to allow more time 
for the discussion of the Agenda item 7 Draft work programme for 2011–2012. It was also 
taken into account that the International Energy Efficiency Forum was a joint activity of 
several UNECE Projects in the framework of the Energy Efficiency 21 Programme, and in 
particular of the Financing Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation 
(FEEI) Project. 

 IX. Programme of work for 2011-2012 (agenda item 7) 

24. The secretariat introduced the draft work programme for 2011–2012 as contained in 
the document ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/GE.2/2010/4. It was noted that this programme was 
agreed and approved during the first session and has not undergone any substantial changes 
since then. The programme will be changing with time incorporating all proposals made 
during the second session.   

25. The Director of the Sustainable Energy Division noted that there is an opportunity to 
improve exchange of RCs’ experience to meet the objectives listed in the programme. He 
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mentioned that in order to be legitimate the Global Strategy for Energy Efficiency Market 
Formation must be supported by the relevant strategic documents at the regional level.  

26. The Chairman proposed to adopt the programme of work. The Group of Experts 
approved the programme of work. 

 X. Other business (agenda item 8)  

27. No other business was discussed.  

 XI. Conclusions and recommendations (agenda item 9) 

28. After discussion, the Group of Experts: 

(a) Approved its programme of work as reproduced in the document 
ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/GE.2/2011/4; 

(b) Expressed appreciation to the Government of the Russian Federation for the 
financial support it provides to the GEE21 Project;  

(c) Invited other Governments and other UN Regional Commissions (RCs) to 
consider providing support to the GEE21 project, which is a key activity under UN Energy 
and an instrumental component of the UN-wide approach to climate change mitigation 
through energy efficiency;    

(d) Noted that the work of the Group of Experts and the GEE21 Project 
contribute to the UN system-wide approach to climate change mitigation through its 
activities in energy efficiency on a global scale;   

(e) Requested the secretariat to continue cooperating with other RCs on 
implementation of the United Nations Development Account (UNDA) projects;  

(f) Expressed appreciation with the progress made in developing a draft Global 
Strategy for energy efficiency market formation and thanked the Econoler International for 
the preparation of the draft and members of the Task Force for their contributions to the 
preparation of the draft Strategy;   

(g) Requested the secretariat to revise and issue the final draft of the Global 
Strategy for energy efficiency market formation, by incorporating comments made during 
the session; 

(h) Invited all RCs to present the final draft of the Global Strategy at the next 
sessions of the appropriate intergovernmental bodies dealing with the energy issues for 
their review and comments and undertake further steps in preparation of regional energy 
efficiency market formation strategies;  

(i) Requested the secretariat to explore with the other RCs a possibility of 
translating the final draft of the Global Strategy for energy efficiency market formation into 
other official languages of the United Nations; 

(j) Invited UN RCs to work in close cooperation to create synergies and build 
partnership among all RCs in order to transfer positive experiences with due adaptation to 
local conditions; 

(k) Welcomed the organization of the Second Energy Efficiency Forum in 
Tajikistan in September 2011 and indicated its intention to promote participation in this 
event through its global network; and 
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(l) Agreed to hold its Bureau meeting on 17–18 October 2011 in order to further 
progress toward the elaboration of the Global Strategy including the development of 
regional concepts on energy efficiency and renewable energies.  

 XII. Dates of next meeting (agenda item 10) 

29. The third session of the Group of Experts is scheduled to be held on 17 April 2012 
in Geneva.    

 XIII. Adoption of the report (agenda item 11) 

30. The Group of Experts decided that the Chairperson and the secretariat would finalize 
the conclusions and recommendations of the session as approved with amendments 
resulting from the discussion. The report on the session will be circulated after the meeting. 

    


