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Programme on its twenty-second session 

 I. Attendance 

1. The meeting was attended by the following member countries of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE): Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Italy, Kazakhstan, Republic of 
Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, and Ukraine. 

2. Pakistan and Syrian Arab Republic participated under Article 11 of the 
Commission’s Terms of Reference. 

3. Representatives of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP), the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), UN-HABITAT, the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), 
the Energy Charter Secretariat, the Eurasian Economic Community (EurAsEC), the United 
Nations Foundation (UNF), and the World Trade Institute (WTI) participated in the 
meeting.  

4. The meeting was also attended by representatives of the Conning Asset Management 
Limited (United Kingdom), CPV Conseil (France), Econoler International, EnEffect 
(Bulgaria), and the International Investment Agency (Ukraine). 

 II.  Opening of the session 

5. The session was opened by the Chief of the UNECE Sustainable Energy Section/ 
Sustainable Energy Division. 
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 III. Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 1) 

6. The agenda was adopted as contained in the document 
ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2011/1. 

 IV. Election of officers (agenda item 2) 

7. The meeting elected officers of the Steering Committee: Chair – Mark Hopkins 
(United Nations Foundation); Vice-Chairs – Zdravko Genchev (Bulgaria), Timur Ivanov 
(Russian Federation), and Milena Presutto (Italy).  

 V. Recent developments in implementation of the Energy 
Efficiency 21 (EE21) Programme (agenda item 3) 

8. The secretariat made a presentation on the recent developments in the Energy 
Efficiency 21 Programme. The main objectives, work methods, participation, procedures, 
and budget for the seventh 3-year phase of the Energy Efficiency 21 (EE21) Programme 
(2009–2012) were presented. A brief overview of developments in the sub-regional, 
country-oriented, and interregional projects and interdivisional cooperation activities of the 
EE21 Programme since the twenty-first session of the Steering Committee was given. 

 VI. Global Energy Efficiency 21 (GEE21) (agenda item 4) 

9. The secretariat made a presentation on the recent developments of the Project and 
the outcomes of the second session of the Group of Experts on Global Energy Efficiency 21 
(GEE21) held on 18 April 2011 where this interregional project was reviewed in-depth. A 
particular emphasis was on the preparation of the UN Development Account project 
proposal on regional aspects of the GEE21 Project and on a draft Global Strategy for 
Energy Efficiency Market Formation. The delegates invited all the UN Regional 
Commissions to undertake further steps in preparation of regional energy efficiency market 
formation strategies. The delegates welcomed the results of the second session of the Group 
of Experts on GEE21.  

 VII. Financing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Investments for Climate Change Mitigation (FEEI)   
(agenda item 5) 

10. The secretariat proposed not to open discussion on this agenda item because the 
members of the Steering Committee were present at the seventeenth session of the Group of 
Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation held on 19–20 
April 2011 where this sub-regional project was reviewed in-depth. The delegates supported 
this proposal and welcomed the results of the seventeenth session of the Group of Experts 
on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation. The Background Paper 
on the Preparations for the second International Energy Efficiency Forum and Workshop on 
Investments in Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects was issued as a session 
document (ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2011/3−ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/GE.1/2011/5). 
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 VIII. Development of the renewable energy sector in the Russian 
Federation and in countries of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS): prospects for interregional 
cooperation (agenda item 6)  

11. The Regional Advisor at the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division made a 
presentation on the current status and recent developments of the project 
(ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2011/5). He outlined the activities undertaken in the framework of 
implementation of the project, which included analysing energy policy, regulatory, 
institutional and financial barriers; identifying measures to overcome barriers in 
participating countries; and developing a strategy to promote enhanced investment climate 
for renewable energy sector.  

12. A representative of the International Sustainable Energy Development Centre 
(ISEDC), Russian Federation made a presentation on the Renewable Energy Strategy 
Report prepared by ISEDC based on the national reports. The expected accomplishments of 
the implementation of the strategy include increased national capacity to identify and adopt 
measures to overcome barriers to renewable energy and enhanced investment climate for 
the development of renewable energy sources in the participating countries. The next steps 
in the project implementation include publication of the Renewable Energy Strategy Report 
and the dissemination of the Report to national and regional authorities.   

 IX. Increasing Energy Efficiency for Secure Energy Supplies 
(agenda item 7)  

13. The secretariat made a presentation on the current status and recent developments of 
the project (ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2011/4). In the process of project implementation, a 
network of CIS energy experts was created; preparatory meetings were held; and ISEDC 
prepared a draft study “Improving Energy Efficiency for Secure Energy Supplies in CIS 
Countries”.  International Workshop was held in Moscow in February 2011 where the 
conclusions and recommendations of the draft study were discussed. Based on the 
comments provided, the study was finalized and published in Russian and English. A 
representative of ISEDC made a presentation on the structure of the study, its main findings 
and recommendations.  

 X. The regional network for efficient use of energy and water 
resources in South-Eastern Europe (RENEUER)  
(agenda item 8) 

14.  The Vice-Chair of the Steering Committee representing Bulgaria presented 
information on the current status of the project. He emphasized that since its establishment 
in 1999, RENEUER served as an effective instrument for cooperation in South-Eastern 
Europe and a number of initiatives and projects were implemented by this regional 
network. At that time, regional projects/programmes supported by international donors 
were much more likely than nowadays when such programmes are mostly bilateral and 
oriented to a specific country. Nevertheless, several attempts were made to initiate a new 
regional project under the auspices of the UNECE. The latest outcome of these efforts was 
the proposal “Energy Efficiency Market Formation in South-Eastern Europe” but so far it 
has not received support from donors. RENEUER is an asset, which UNECE should 
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continue keeping on board. However for it to become again a practical tool for regional 
cooperation, an involvement at a higher political rather than only expert level is necessary. 

 XI. Energy Efficiency Market Formation in South-Eastern 
Europe (agenda item 9) 

15. The Regional Advisor at the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division presented 
information on the current status of the project, which is closely linked to RENEUER. It 
was stressed that the secretariat needs to undertake further actions in cooperation with 
Governments of countries of South-Eastern Europe to strengthen fundraising efforts for this 
project. 

 XII. Removing barriers to energy efficiency improvements in the 
state sector in Belarus (agenda item 10)  

16. A delegate from Belarus, representative of the International Energy Centre, made a 
presentation on the work of the International Energy Centre, which was established in the 
framework of the project and officially opened in October 2010. The progress in 
implementation of the project was reported by. He outlined the main directions for the 
activities of the Centre. They include: conversion of boiler houses to mini-CHPs using gas 
piston and gas turbine technologies; construction of cogeneration and tri-generation 
systems; modernization of pumping and compressor equipment using up-to-date technical 
solutions and new technologies; utilization of secondary heat energy resources; and 
provision of consultative services and energy audits.  

17. The Regional Advisor at the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division made a 
presentation on the in-kind contribution of the UNECE to the project and on the overall 
progress in its implementation (ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2011/7).  

 XIII. Buy smart – green procurement for smart purchasing 
(agenda item 11) 

18. The Vice-Chair of the Steering Committee of the Energy Efficiency 21 (EE21) 
Programme representing ENEA – Italian National Agency for New Technologies, Energy 
and Sustainable Economic Development made a presentation on the current status and 
progress in implementation of the project. It was focused on energy labelling as a 
successful tool for market transformation and green procurement. A number of results have 
been achieved. A set of standardized supporting tools are now available for download from 
the project website, to help public and private institution in developing green procurement 
actions: guidelines; performance sheets; calculation tools; and free consulting. One of the 
outputs of the project is dissemination of information about EU energy labels and in 
particular the new energy labelling scheme.   

19. The Vice-Chair also shared information on ATLETE: Appliance Testing for Energy 
Label Evaluation project. Its objective is to increase the European Union (EU)-wide 
implementation and control of energy labelling and eco-design implementing measures. 
The first pan-EU testing results on a large number of household appliances: 80 models of 
refrigerators and freezers selected among the “best sellers” models in the EU in February 
2010 were presented. 
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20. During the discussion, a representative of UNEP stated that it implements a global 
project on efficient lighting. Delegates proposed that UNEP make a presentation at the next 
session of the Steering Committee on the results of this project. 

 XIV. Energy efficiency in housing: the Action Plan for Energy-
efficient Housing in the UNECE Region (agenda item 12) 

21. A representative of the secretariat from the UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land 
Management Division made a presentation on the outcome of the interdivisional 
cooperation activity on Energy Efficiency in Housing. The project has been successfully 
implemented. The Action Plan was adopted by the 71st session of the UNECE Committee 
on Housing and Land Management (CHLM) in September 2010. The Action Plan provides 
a framework programme of work for UNECE Member Governments to improve energy 
efficiency of their housing sectors. The main objective of the Action Plan is to establish the 
necessary conditions to improve housing energy efficiency through institutional, 
technological and behavioural change. The Action Plan publication in English and Russian 
was made available to the delegates. The Action Plan is being promoted through various 
activities. Delegates supported continuing cooperation with the CHLM on the promotion of 
the Action Plan for Energy-efficient Housing in the UNECE Region and on other relevant 
topics of the Committee’s programme of work.   

22. A representative of UN-HABITAT reported that UN-HABITAT is working on 
developing a casebook of best practices on energy efficiency in housing in CIS countries. 
Delegates welcomed this initiative. 

 XV. Wood energy: modern and sustainable heat and power from 
woody biomass in South-Eastern Europe (agenda item 13) 

 23. A representative of the UNECE Trade and Sustainable Land Management Division 
made a presentation on UNECE/ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) activities in 
wood energy. They include Joint Wood Energy Enquiry and Analysis of Wood/Biomass 
Energy Policies. It was acknowledged that currently the work on the sub-regional project 
Modern and sustainable heat and power from woody biomass in South-Eastern Europe is 
not a priority and not part of the Programme of Work of the UNECE/FAO Forestry and 
Timber Section, therefore fundraising for its implementation remains a challenge. 
Delegates from countries of South-Eastern Europe expressed a significant interest in the 
project and suggested that efforts should be undertaken for this project to become viable.  

24. A delegate from the Russian Federation asked the secretariat to provide information on 
the project Development of sustainable biomass trade and export opportunities for selected 
regions of the Russian Federation supported by the Government of the Russian Federation, 
which is being implemented by the UNECE Economic Cooperation and Integration 
Division, and to have a presentation on this project at the next session of the Steering 
Committee. 

 XVI. Cooperative project on methane capture and use: best 
practice guidance on effective methane drainage and use in 
coal mines (agenda item 14) 

25.  The secretariat made a presentation on the Cooperative Project on Methane Capture 
and Use: Best Practice Guidance for Effective Methane Drainage and Use in Coal Mines 
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(ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2011/6). The Best Practice Guidance for Effective Methane 
Drainage and Use in Coal Mines publication intended for managers, mine operators, 
regulators, and government officials was launched and printed in 2010. The work on 
promoting the publication is undertaken by UNECE jointly with the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). After the first workshop in China in 2010, 
two more are planned in Kazakhstan and Ukraine in 2011. Future activities include 
initiating a case study database; encouraging coal industry to take a more active role in this 
work; and securing additional funding to promote best practices in mine safety and 
environmental protection.  

 XVII. Other business (agenda item 15) 

26. No other business was discussed. 

 XVIII. Conclusions and recommendations  
(agenda item 16) 

27. After discussions, the Steering Committee: 

(a) Expressed satisfaction with the results of the second year of the seventh 
three-year phase of the EE21 Programme (2009–2012);  

(b) Expressed appreciation for presentations on the recent developments of the 
EE21 Programme and on the current status of sub-regional, country-oriented and inter-
regional projects and interdivisional activities under the umbrella of the EE21 Programme; 

(c) Took note of the current status and the progress achieved in implementation 
of the EE21 Programme and of the sub-regional, country-oriented and inter-regional 
projects and interdivisional activities under the umbrella of the EE21 Programme; 

(d) Welcomed the results of the second session of the Group of Experts on 
Global Energy Efficiency 21 (GEE21) on 18 April 2011;  

(e) Expressed appreciation with the progress made in developing a draft Global 
Strategy for energy efficiency market formation; 

(f) Noted that the work of the Group of Experts and the GEE21 Project 
contribute to the UN system-wide approach to climate change mitigation through its 
activities in energy efficiency on a global scale; 

(g) Requested the secretariat to continue cooperating with other UN Regional 
Commissions on implementation of the United Nations Development Account (UNDA) 
projects; 

(h) Invited Governments to consider providing financial support to the GEE21 
project, which is a key activity of the UN-Energy and an instrumental component of the 
UN-wide approach to climate change mitigation through energy efficiency; 

(i) Welcomed the results of the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions of the Group 
of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation on 20-22 
October 2010 and 19-20 April 2011, respectively; 

(j) Acknowledged the importance of the Financing Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Investments for Climate Change Mitigation (FEEI) Project for the participating 
countries and requested the donor institutions of the FEEI Project to take this into account 
when making the decision on further disbursements of funds for the Project; 
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(k) Approved decisions of the second session of the Group of Experts on GEE21 
and the sixteenth and seventeenth sessions of the Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency 
Investments for Climate Change Mitigation; 

(l) Welcomed the outcome of implementation of the Development of the 
Renewable Energy Sector in the Russian Federation and in CIS Countries: Prospects for 
Interregional Cooperation project and the Increasing Energy Efficiency for Secure Energy 
Supply project; 

(m) Expressed appreciation to the International Sustainable Energy Development 
Centre (ISEDC) for developing and publishing the final report of the Increasing Energy 
Efficiency for Secure Energy Supply project; 

(n) Acknowledged the current status of the Regional Network for Efficient Use of 
Energy and Water Resources in Southeast Europe (RENEUER) project and Energy 
efficiency market formation in South-Eastern Europe project, also noting that RENEUER is 
a valuable instrument for promoting energy efficiency in the region;  

(o) Requested the Regional Advisor at the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division 
to undertake actions in cooperation with Governments of countries of South-Eastern Europe 
to strengthen fundraising efforts for the project Energy efficiency market formation in 
South-Eastern Europe initiated within the framework of RENEUER; 

(p) Welcomed the progress in implementation of the project Removing barriers to 
energy efficiency improvements in the state sector in Belarus and launch of the 
International Energy Centre in Minsk in the framework of the project; 

(q) Welcomed the progress in implementation of the Buy Smart – Green 
Procurement for Smart Purchasing project; 

(r) Invited the project partners of the Buy Smart – Green Procurement for Smart 
Purchasing project to enhance the capacity building activities and to support the 
implementation of the green procurement in other countries of the UNECE, in particular in 
the countries of South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia; 

(s) Invited the United Nations Environment Programme to make a presentation 
at the next session of the Steering Committee on the results of its global project on efficient 
lighting; 

(t) Requested the secretariat to continue cooperation with the Committee on 
Housing and Land Management on the promotion of the Action Plan for Energy-efficient 
Housing in the UNECE Region and on other relevant topics of the Committee’s programme 
of work; 

(u) Welcomed the initiative of UN-HABITAT to develop a casebook of best 
practices on energy efficiency in housing in CIS countries; 

(v) Took note of the valuable work of the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber 
Section on wood energy;  

(w) Acknowledged that currently the work on the sub-regional project Modern 
and sustainable heat and power from woody biomass in South-Eastern Europe is not a 
priority and not part of the Programme of Work of the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber 
Section; 

(x) Acknowledged a significant interest from countries of South-Eastern Europe 
in the project Modern and sustainable heat and power from woody biomass in South-
Eastern Europe; 
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(y) Welcomed the progress in implementation of the Cooperative Project on 
Methane Capture and Use: Best Practice Guidance on Effective Methane Drainage and Use 
in Coal Mines; 

(z) Requested the secretariat to prepare a Draft Work Programme for the next 3-
year phase of the EE21 Programme (2012-2015) for the next session of the Steering 
Committee; 

(aa) Requested the secretariat to provide information on the project Development 
of sustainable biomass trade and export opportunities for selected regions of the Russian 
Federation supported by the Government of the Russian Federation, which is being 
implemented by the UNECE Economic Cooperation and Integration Division, and to have a 
presentation on this project at the next session of the Steering Committee; 

(bb) Invited interested member States, international organizations and private 
companies to provide further support to the Energy Efficiency 21 Programme as a whole 
and its sub-regional, country-oriented and inter-regional projects and interdivisional 
activities as outlined in the Project Plan for 2009–2012 by following means: 

(i) direct financial contributions to the projects’ trust funds; 

(ii) providing experts and consultants to the project secretariat; 

(iii) supporting the project activities of the national participating  
   institutions; 

(iv) organizing and hosting meetings; and 

(v) preparing technical reports and providing statistical and other  
   information related to project activities. 

(cc) Noted with appreciation that the participation of representatives from 
governments, non-governmental organizations, international institutions, including energy 
efficiency and climate change mitigation national and international programmes, the 
business community and the financial sector provided the diversity of views needed to 
undertake planned activities and achieve the results of the Energy Efficiency 21 
Programme; 

(dd) Expressed appreciation for the financial support to the EE21 Programme and 
its sub-projects provided by the United Nations Foundation and United Nations Fund for 
International Partnerships; Fonds Français pour l’Environnement Mondial (French Global 
Environment Facility); United Nations Environment Programme/Global Environment 
Facility; European Business Congress; the Government of the Russian Federation; 
European Commission; the Government of Austria; the Government of Italy; and the M2M 
Partnership and the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 

 XIX. Dates of the next meeting (agenda item 17) 

28. The twenty-third session of the Steering Committee of the Energy Efficiency 21 
Programme will be held on 20 April 2012. 

    
 

 


