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  Report of the Steering Committee of the Energy Efficiency 21 
project on its twenty-first session 

 I. Attendance 

1. The meeting was attended by the following member countries of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE): Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, France, Germany, Italy, Kazakhstan, Republic of Moldova, Russian 
Federation, Serbia, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, and Ukraine. 

2. Equatorial Guinea, Jamaica, Syrian Arab Republic and Thailand participated under 
Article 11 of the Commission’s Terms of Reference. 

3. Representatives of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the United Nations Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (DESA), the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), UN-HABITAT, the 
African Biofuel & Renewable Energy Fund (ABREF), the Economic Community of 
Central African States (ECCAS), the Eurasian Economic Community (EurAsEC), the 
International Energy Agency (IEA), the Pool Energetique de l’Afrique Centrale (PEAC), 
and the United Nations Foundation (UNF) participated in the meeting.  

 II.  Opening of the session 

4. The session was opened by the Chair of the Steering Committee, Mr. Sergey 
Koblov. The Director of the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division (SED) made opening 
remarks.    
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 III.  Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 1) 

5. The agenda was adopted as contained in the document ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2010/1 
with amendments. The order of items has been changed as reflected in this report. New 
agenda item 3 “Recent Developments in the Energy Efficiency 21 Programme” was added 
to the agenda. 

 IV. Election of officers (agenda item 2) 

6. The meeting elected officers of the Steering Committee: Chair – Mr. Sergey Koblov 
(Russian Federation), Vice-Chairs – Mr. Zdravko Genchev (Bulgaria), Mr. Mark Hopkins 
(United Nations Foundation) and Ms. Milena Presutto (Italy).  

 V. Recent developments in the Energy Efficiency 21 programme 
(agenda item 3) 

7. The secretariat made a presentation on the recent developments in the Energy 
Efficiency 21 Programme. The main objectives, work methods, participation, procedures, 
and budget for the seventh 3-year phase of the Energy Efficiency 21 (EE21) Programme 
(2009–2012) were presented. A brief overview of developments in the sub-regional, 
country-oriented, and interregional projects and interdivisional cooperation activities of the 
EE21 Programme since the twentieth session of the Steering Committee was given. 

 VI.  Global Energy Efficiency 21 (GEE21)  
(agenda item 4) 

8. The secretariat proposed not to open discussion on this agenda item because the 
members of the Steering Committee were present at the first session of the Group of 
Experts on Global Energy Efficiency 21 (GEE21) held on 10 June 2010 where this 
interregional project was reviewed in-depth. The delegates supported this proposal and 
welcomed the results of the first session of the Group of Experts on GEE21. A delegate 
from the Russian Federation expressed the intent of the Government of the Russian 
Federation to continue support and extend funding of the GEE21 project beyond 2010. He 
also pointed out that in the future the Russian Federation intends to consolidate its financial 
resources provided for the purposes of technical assistance in the energy field within the 
framework of the GEE21 project. 

 VII.  Financing Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
investments for climate change mitigation (agenda item 5) 

9. The secretariat proposed not to open discussion on this agenda item because the 
members of the Steering Committee were present at the fifteenth session of the Ad Hoc 
Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation held on 
9 June 2010 where this sub-regional project was reviewed in-depth. The delegates 
supported this proposal and welcomed the results of the fifteenth session of the Ad Hoc 
Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation. The 
Background Paper on the Regional Analysis of Policy Reforms to Promote Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy Investments was issued as a session document 
(ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2010/3). 
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 VIII. Removing barriers to energy efficiency improvements in the 
state sector in Belarus (agenda item 6) 

10. The progress in implementation of the project was reported by a delegate from 
Belarus, representative of the State Committee on Standardization, Department for Energy 
Efficiency. She outlined the goal and objectives of the project and the current status of 
achieving each of the objectives. In particular, she presented information on the investment 
projects accomplished, including construction of three small combined heat and power 
plants (mini–CHP), and those under development, as well as on the training sessions 
“Methodology of energy audit and business planning of energy efficiency projects” held in 
Belarus in 2009.   

11. The Regional Advisor at the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division presented 
information on in-kind contribution of the UNECE to implementation of this project. 
Particular emphasis was put on the establishment of an Energy Centre, which would allow 
the best practices developed in the framework of the project to be sustained and replicated. 
In addition, workshops in Minsk, Kiev, Sofia and Warsaw are planned. 

 IX. Development of the renewable energy sector in the Russian 
Federation and in countries of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS): prospects for interregional 
cooperation (agenda item 7) 

12. The Regional Advisor at the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division made a 
presentation on the current status and recent developments of the project 
(ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2010/6). He emphasized that the project facilitates the promotion of 
interregional cooperation to overcome political, regulatory, institutional and financial 
barriers to the development of renewable energy resources in participating countries 
through its activities. He reported on the status of preparation of national reports by national 
experts in participating countries, on the selection of an energy research institution to 
prepare a regional study, on preparations for the first national workshop to be held in Minsk 
in July 2010 and on the next steps in the project implementation.  

 X. Increasing Energy Efficiency for secure energy supplies 
(agenda item 8) 

13. The secretariat made a presentation on the recent developments of the project. The 
long-term objective of the project is to promote development of energy efficiency 
investments projects designed to reduce the domestic consumption of hydrocarbons in 
energy exporting countries in order to release additional energy resources for domestic 
consumption or for exports. 

14. Two contractors will be engaged to prepare reports on Cooperation of the CIS 
Countries in Enhancing Energy Savings and Improving Energy Efficiency for Secure 
Energy Supplies and on Prospects for Energy Efficiency Improvements in the Production 
and Transportation of Natural Gas and Petroleum in the CIS Energy Exporting and 
Importing Countries. The reports are expected to be presented at the nineteenth session of 
the Committee on Sustainable Energy in November 2010. 
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 XI. The regional network for efficient use of energy and water 
resources in South-Eastern Europe (RENEUER)  
(agenda item 9) 

15. The Vice-Chair of the Steering Committee representing Bulgaria proposed not to 
open discussion on this agenda item and review the progress of the project at the next 
session of the Steering Committee. The delegates agreed with the proposal. 

 XII. Energy Efficiency market formation in South-Eastern 
Europe (agenda item 10) 

16. The Vice-Chair of the Steering Committee representing Bulgaria proposed not to 
open discussion on this agenda item and review the progress of the project at the next 
session of the Steering Committee. The delegates agreed with the proposal. 

 XIII. Buy smart – green procurement for smart purchasing 
(agenda item 11) 

17. This agenda item was reported at the fifteenth session of the Ad Hoc Group of 
Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation held on 9 June 
2010 by the Vice-Chair of the Steering Committee representing Italy. The outcome of the 
presentation and discussion is reflected in the Report of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on 
Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation on its fifteenth session 
(ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/GE.1/2010/2, para. 21).  

 XIV. Energy Efficiency in housing: the action plan for energy 
efficient housing in the UNECE Region (agenda item 12) 

18. A representative of the secretariat from the UNECE Environment, Housing and 
Land Management (EHLM) Division presented the interdivisional cooperation activity on 
Energy Efficiency in Housing. With the objective to assist governments in improving 
energy efficiency in the housing sector and enhancing energy performance of buildings this 
initiative aims at identifying and addressing political, institutional, financial, technological 
and institutional gaps in energy efficiency in housing in the UNECE region. In the 
framework of the project, a Workshop in Sofia and a Forum in Vienna were organized in 
April and November 2009 respectively. The publication Green Homes and the Action Plan 
for Energy-efficient Housing in the UNECE Region have been prepared. The Executive 
Summary of the Action Plan was issued as a session document 
(ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2010/8). A productive cooperation in implementation of this activity 
between the UNECE EHLM division and SED was emphasized. The Action Plan is 
expected to be approved by the session of the UNECE Committee on Housing and Land 
Management in September 2010. 
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 XV. Wood energy: modern and sustainable heat and power from 
woody biomass in South-Eastern Europe (agenda item 13) 

 19. A representative of the UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section presented 
information of the Section’s work on analysing opportunities of energy policy for the forest 
sector. The data collection activities on wood energy and capacity building for sound policy 
decision making was presented. Cooperation with the UNECE SED was emphasized. The 
current status of the project proposal on Modern and Sustainable Heat and Power from 
Woody Biomass in South-Eastern Europe was reported. The project is aimed at 
demonstrating feasibility of converting municipal heat and power systems in the Western 
Balkans to woody biomass, which would allow using the abundant domestic forest  
resources in the most efficient and sustainable way. Under this initiative it is proposed to 
develop detailed project proposals for one or two municipalities in each of the participating 
countries. The proposal has been supported by the Steering Committee of the EE21 
Programme and by the Timber Committee, with strong interest from the countries in the 
region. Identification of funding sources for the project implementation to start is 
necessary. 

 XVI. Cooperative project on methane capture and use: best 
practice guidance on effective methane drainage and use in 
coal (agenda item 14) 

20.  The secretariat presented the Cooperative Project on Methane Capture and Use: 
Best Practice Guidance for Effective Methane Drainage and Use in Coal Mines. The Best 
Practice Guidance for Effective Methane Drainage and Use in Coal Mines publication 
(UNECE/ENERGY/73) is intended for managers, mine operators, regulators, and 
government officials. It presents a set of recommended principles and standards for 
methane recovery and utilisation that can be adapted to various mining conditions. The lead 
organizations for the project are the UNECE, the Methane to Markets Partnership (M2M 
Partnership) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA). The 
publication has been launched in March 2010 at the M2M Expo in India. The workshop and 
seminars are planned and have started to disseminate the findings to mining professionals, 
in particular in China, Kazakhstan and Ukraine. This project is a direct follow-up to the 
Development of Coal Mine Methane (CMM) Projects in Central and Eastern Europe and 
CIS project, which was completed under the 2006–2009 EE21 Project Plan. 

21.  The delegates supported the inclusion of the Cooperative Project on Methane 
Capture and Use: Best Practice Guidance for Effective Methane Drainage and Use in Coal 
Mines into the EE21 Programme (2009–2012) as a continuation of the CMM activities in 
the framework of the EE21 Programme. 

 XVII. Other business (agenda item 15) 

 22. No other business was discussed. 
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 XVIII. Conclusions and recommendations  
(agenda item 16) 

 23. After discussions, the Steering Committee:  

(a) Expressed satisfaction with the results of the first year of the seventh three-
year phase of the EE21 Programme (2009–2012);  

(b) Took note of the current status and the progress achieved in implementation 
of the EE21 Programme and of the sub-regional, country-oriented and inter-regional 
projects and interdivisional activities under the umbrella of the EE21 Programme; 

(c) Welcomed the results of the first session of the Group of Experts on Global 
Energy Efficiency 21 (GEE21) on 10 June 2010;  

(d) Noted that the GEE21 Project can play an instrumental role in the 
development of a UN system-wide approach to climate change mitigation through its 
activities in energy efficiency; 

(e) Requested the secretariat to explore ways of enhancing the role of the GEE21 
Project in coordinating work on energy efficiency carried out within the United Nations, 
inter alia through coordinating its work programme with the activities of the UN-Energy 
Energy Efficiency Cluster;   

(f) Supported the decision of the Group of Experts on GEE21 inviting the 
Government of the Russian Federation and other Governments to consider additional 
funding to extend the GEE21 project beyond 2010 in light of the importance of the project 
as a key activity of the UN-Energy and an instrumental component in the UN approach to 
climate change mitigation and sustainable energy; 

(g) Welcomed the results of the fifteenth session of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts 
(AHGE) on Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation on 9 June 2010; 

(h) Requested Conning Asset Management Limited to conduct all the necessary 
preparatory work for the launch of an energy efficiency and renewable energy investment 
fund for the 12 countries of the FEEI project by October 2010 and proceed with the 
establishment of an investment fund by the end of 2010, taking advantage of the current 
improving market conditions; 

(i) Endorsed the decision of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency 
Investments for Climate Change Mitigation to rename it into the Group of Experts on 
Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation; 

(j) Approved decisions of the first session of the Group of Experts on GEE21 
and the fifteenth session of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency Investments 
for Climate Change Mitigation; 

(k) Requested the secretariat to speed up the work on implementation of the 
Increasing Energy Efficiency for Secure Energy Supply project and the Development of the 
Renewable Energy Sector in the Russian Federation and in CIS Countries: Prospects for 
Interregional Cooperation project; 

(l) Invited the project partners of the Buy Smart – Green Procurement for Smart 
Purchasing project to enhance the capacity building activities and to support the 
implementation of the green procurement in other countries of the UNECE, in particular in 
the countries of South-Eastern Europe, Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia.  
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(m) Requested the secretariat to continue cooperation with the UNECE 
Environment, Housing and Land Management Division on the Action Plan for Energy-
efficient Housing in the UNECE Region and on other relevant topics of the programme of 
work of the UNECE Committee on Housing and Land Management, such as climate 
neutrality in cities; 

(n) Requested the secretariat to continue cooperation with the UNECE/FAO 
Forestry and Timber Section related to cooperation on wood energy and on attracting 
financing for the sub-regional project Modern and sustainable heat and power from woody 
biomass in South-Eastern Europe; 

(o) Endorsed inclusion of the “Cooperative Project on Methane Capture and Use: 
Best Practice Guidance on Effective Methane Drainage and Use in Coal Mines” into the 
Project Plan 2009–2012 for the EE21 Programme and further cooperation on joint project 
with the AHGE on Coal Mine Methane; 

(p) Invited interested member States, international organizations and private 
companies to provide further support to the Energy Efficiency 21 Programme as a whole 
and its sub-regional, country-oriented and inter-regional projects and interdivisional 
activities as outlined in the Project Plan for 2009–2012 by following means: 

 (i) direct financial contributions to the projects’ trust funds; 

 (ii) providing experts and consultants to the project secretariat; 

 (iii) supporting the project activities of the national participating  
  institutions; 

 (iv) organizing and hosting meetings; and 

 (vi) preparing technical reports and providing statistical and other  
  information related to project activities. 

(q) Noted with appreciation that the participation of representatives from 
governments, non-governmental organizations, international institutions, including energy 
efficiency and climate change mitigation national and international programmes, the 
business community and the financial sector provided the project with the diversity of 
views needed to undertake planned activities and achieve the results of the Energy 
Efficiency 21 Programme; 

(r) Expressed appreciation for the financial support to the Project and its sub-
projects provided by the United Nations Foundation and the United Nations Fund for 
International Partnerships; the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of France; French 
Global Environment Facility (Fonds Français pour l’Environnement Mondial (FFEM)); 
United Nations Environment Programme/Global Environment Facility; European Business 
Congress; the Government of the Russian Federation; European Commission; the 
Government of Austria; the Government of Italy; and the M2M Partnership and the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency. 

 XIX. Dates of the next meeting (agenda item 16) 

 24. The twenty-second session of the Steering Committee of the Energy 
Efficiency 21 Project will be held on 21 April 2011. 

    
 

 


