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REPORT ON THE NINETEENTH SESSION 
 

I.  ATTENDANCE 
 
1. Representatives from 35 member countries attended the session: Armenia, Austria, 
Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
France, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Moldova, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and United States of America. Representatives of the 
European Commission also participated. 

2. Representatives of Algeria, Australia, China, Guatemala, India, Japan, Nepal, Nigeria, 
Somalia and United Arab Emirates participated under Article 11 of the Commission’s Terms of 
Reference. 

3. Representatives of the following international organizations attended the session: United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)/Global Environment 
Facility (GEF), United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Energy 
Charter Secretariat, European Investment Fund (EIF), Central European Initiative (CEI), 
International Energy Agency (IEA), Organization for the Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), World Trade Organization (WTO).  
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4. The following governmental and non-governmental organizations attended: International 
Environmental Law Research Centre (IELRC), International Emissions Trading Association 
(IETA), World Economic Forum, World Trade Institute (WTI). 

II.  OPENING SESSION 

5. The session was open by the Director of the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division. He 
recalled, that as energy security had risen to the top of the economic agenda again during the last 
few years, the Committee on Sustainable Energy had responded by launching an 
intergovernmental dialogue between producers and consumers on energy security with practical 
work through its expert groups and technical assistance projects. One of the key measure to 
mitigate energy security risks and diminish environmental pollution was energy efficiency, 
which could contribute to energy security in two ways: by reducing energy import dependency 
for consuming countries and by increasing exports for energy suppliers. Stressing that such 
mutuality of interest was fundamental for the UNECE work in the sustainable energy field, he 
invited the Steering Committee to consider endorsing a new dimension to producer-consumer 
dialogue oriented to energy efficiency and energy security which could help to address global 
climate change. 

6. The Director of the UNECE Sustainable Energy Division also noted that one of the major 
goals of the Efficiency 21 Project was to promote the formation of an energy efficiency market 
in Eastern Europe so that cost-effective investments could provide a self-financing method of 
reducing global greenhouse gas emissions. The Steering Committee has been working on it 
during the last ten years. In turn, these activities involve capacity building to develop investment 
projects, assistance on government policy reforms and opportunities for project finance through 
externally managed public-private partnership investment funds. Under a mandate of the Energy 
Efficiency 21 Project one investment fund has already been established - the European Clean 
Energy Fund raised by SwissRe and Conning Asset Management. A new investment fund to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions in twelve countries in Eastern Europe, Central Asia and South-
Eastern Europe is being developed now, through the Financing Energy Efficiency Investments 
for Climate Change Mitigation project.   

7. Turning to the Agenda of the annual session of the Steering Committee, the Director noted 
that this year one of the two days of the session was entirely devoted to the Conference on 
International Cooperation on Energy Efficiency, organized jointly by the Energy Charter 
Secretariat, UNECE and the International Energy Agency. This was in line with the 2005 
Workplan on UNECE Reform, which specifically called for the Committee on Sustainable 
Energy to work on energy security and to cooperate more closely with the Energy Charter and 
the International Energy Agency.  

III.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
(Agenda item 1) 

8. The agenda was adopted as contained in document ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2008/1. 



ECE/ENERGY/WP.4/2008/3 
page 3 

 
IV.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

(Agenda item 2) 

9. Mr. Zdravko Genchev (Bulgaria) was elected Chairman; Mr. Thierry Méraud (France) 
Ms. Milena Presutto (Italy), Mr. Trond Dahlsveen (Norway) and Mr. Sergey Koblov (Russian 
Federation) were elected Vice-Chairpersons.   

10.   After devoted service as Chairman of the Steering Committee during the last six years, 
Mr. Laponche (France) has retired from this position..  The delegates expressed their sincere 
appreciation for his most valuable contribution to the success of the EE21 Project and wished 
him all success in his future activities.  

V.   INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY: 
WORKING TOGETHER FOR A LOW-CARBON ECONOMY – AN 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ORGANIZED BY THE ENERGY 
CHARTER SECRETARIAT IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH UNECE 

AND INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY 
(Agenda item 3) 

11.   The International Conference was opened by the UNECE Executive Secretary, who 
welcomed all participants and, in particular, Ambassador André Mernier, Secretary General of 
the Energy Charter, Mr. Walter Steinmann, State Secretary for Energy of Switzerland, Mr. 
Didier Houssin, Director, Oil Markets and Emergency Preparedness of the International Energy 
Agency, and Mr. Brice Lalonde, Special Ambassador for Climate Change (France). 

12.   The Executive Secretary noted that energy efficiency was an essential feature of energy 
policy for both importers and energy exporting countries, but it was also needed to ensure the 
energy security of the European region. In fact, enhancing the efficiency of hydrocarbons use in 
the Russian Federation and Central Asia would mitigate energy security risks in importing 
countries. It would also improve the state of the economies of exporting countries, as well as 
their competitiveness.  

13.  In this regard, the Executive Secretary invited the Conference participants to open a new 
dialogue on energy efficiency and energy security, which could help address global climate 
change and lead to specific concrete actions – in particular new, large investments in energy 
efficiency. The East European market for energy efficiency projects with a payback period of 
less than five years is estimated to be between 5 and 10 billion Euros. Western importing 
countries have the technology, management practices and experience in financing efficiency 
improvements.  Revenues from increased oil and gas exports could be used to repay investments. 
This should be the objective of a new producer consumer dialogue on energy efficiency to 
increase energy exports and reduce carbon emissions. 

14.  Twenty-three speakers made presentations during four sessions devoted to the role of 
energy efficiency in a low-carbon economy and role of governments, industry and international 
organizations in enhancing energy efficiency for sustainable development. The Conference 
adopted Recommendations, contained in the Annex to this Report. Selected presentations are 
available at http://www.encharter.org/index.php?id=285&L=0. 
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VI.  RECENT DEVELOPMENTS OF THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY 21 PROJECT 
(Agenda item 4) 

15.  The review of Steering Committee activities was divided into two sessions: a Special 
Working Session on Energy Efficiency Market Formation in Eastern Europe followed by a 
review of the subregional projects of the EE21. 

16.  Ten presentations were made during the special session on market formation. After an 
introduction by the secretariat, the representatives of Belarus (Mr. Leonid Shenets, State 
Committee on Standardization), Bulgaria (Mr. Zdravko Genchev, Centre for Energy Efficiency) 
and the Russian Federation (Mr. Mikhail Soloviev, Ministry of Energy) made presentations on 
their experience in networking, capacity building and reduction of institutional barriers to 
financing energy efficiency in their countries. Mr. Jean-Christoph Fueg, Chairman of the 
Committee on Sustainable Energy, presented the UNECE Guidelines and Recommendations 
with regard to reforming energy prices and subsidies in UNECE member States.  

17.  Mrs. Milena Presutto (Italy), Messrs. Trond Dahlsveen (Norway), Deltcho Vitchev (United 
Kingdom), Bernard Jamet (UNEP/GEF) and Dimitar Dukov (Bulgaria) made presentations based 
on their companies’ experience related to the development of the energy efficiency market in 
Eastern Europe through various mechanisms and vehicles and the lessons learned. Mr. Lazaros 
Panourgias (European Investment Fund, Luxembourg) and Mr. Markus van der Burg (SwissRe / 
Conning) shared the experience of financial institutions in energy efficiency market formation. It 
was stressed that market formation requires the development of credible financial structures to be 
in place, involving the project promoter, suppliers, financial lenders, off takers, legal and 
accounting advisors to identify specific measures needed. Various financial players could make 
it credible by using a coordinated project finance approach with externally managed investment 
funds in a public-private partnership. 

18.  Following a secretariat presentation of the Financing Energy Efficiency Investments for 
Climate Change Mitigation project, delegations were briefed on the current state and prospects 
of other subregional projects of the Energy Efficiency 21 project. In particular,  Mr. Zdravko 
Genchev (EnEffect, Bulgaria) described the Regional Network for Efficient Use of Energy and 
Water Resources in Southeast Europe (RENEUER) project of the EU and the role EE21 might play 
in it, through the future East European Energy Efficiency Fund. Mr. Leonid Shenets (State 
Committee on Standardization of Belarus) updated participants on the status of the Biomass 
Energy for Heating and Hot Water Supply in Belarus project and also presented the improvements of 
energy efficiency in the state sector and increased inflow of domestic investments in the energy 
efficiency projects in the public sector of Belarus. Ms. Milena Presutto (ENEA C. R. Ispra, Italy) 
reported on the worldwide development of the energy efficient appliances’ market through 
labelling and eco-design.  

19.  As part of the intersectoral and inter-divisional cooperation, the Sustainable Energy 
Division made an update of the project on Promoting Financing of Coal Mine Methane Projects 
in the Central and Eastern Europe/Commonwealth of independent States (CEE/CIS) region. The 
four-year project is designed to analyse and address financing issues specific to CMM projects in 
CEE/CIS region. The technical assistance foresees to develop early stage investment-grade 
documentation, its introduction to potential investors and linkage with UNECE EE21 project and 
others. The project is to be concluded in September 2008 and efforts are being made to deliver 
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one or two projects in the Kuzbass region of the Russian Federation to EE21 for further 
consideration. 

20.  The  Environment, Housing and Land Management Division invited the Steering 
Committee and the Sustainable Energy Division to take part in the work of the recently set up 
Task Force on Energy Efficiency in Housing. It was noted that 30–40 per cent of all primary 
energy is used in buildings. In Europe buildings account for 40–40 per cent of energy 
consumption, contributing to significant amounts of CO2. The Task Force is expected to deliver 
its results and recommendations in early 2010.  

21.  The UNECE/FAO Timber Section of the Trade and Timber Division presented the  
UNECE/FAO project on Better Information on Wood Energy for Better Policies, and invited the 
Sustainable Energy Division to take part in the development  of a subregional project addressing 
wood energy and other bio-fuels with a geographic focus on the western Balkans. Selected 
presentations are available at  http://www.unece.org/ie/se/pp/ee21_sc19_may08.html. 

VII. PRESENTATIONS OF NATIONAL PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS 
AND NATIONAL COORDINATORS 

(Agenda item 5) 

22.  National coordinators and representatives of national participating institutions took part in 
discussions reflecting on how their institutions could best assist in the implementation of the 
EE21 and Financing Energy Efficiency Investments for Climate Change Mitigation projects.  

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
(Agenda item 6) 

1. The next session of the Steering Committee of the Energy Efficiency 21 Project will be 
held from 28 to 30 May 2009. 

IX. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Agenda item 7) 

24. The Steering Committee: 

 (a) Expressed satisfaction with the proceedings of the Conference on International 
Cooperation on Energy Efficiency: Working Together for a Low-Carbon Economy, held on 
28 May; 

 
(b) Expressed appreciation for the close cooperation of the Energy Charter Secretariat 

and the International Energy Agency with the UNECE secretariat in the organization of the 
conference; 
 

(c) Welcomed the proposal to launch a new producer consumer dialogue on energy 
efficiency and energy security which could help address global climate change; 
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(d) Welcomed further the conference conclusion requesting that the Energy Charter, 
International Energy Agency and UNECE work together and with relevant industry and non-
governmental organization  counterparts on energy efficiency. 
 

(e) Accepted with appreciation the proposals of the Russian Federation to support the 
following project activities: 

 
(i) Increasing energy efficiency for secure energy supplies, 
(ii) Study on the possible broadening of interaction among the United Nations regional 

commissions in the field of energy efficiency and mitigation of climate change, 
(iii) Development of the renewable energy sector in the Russian Federation and CIS 

countries. 
 

(f) Requested the secretariat to prepare descriptions of the three project activities with 
the objectives, expected accomplishments, activities, budget and work plan; 
 

(g) Expressed  satisfaction with the implementation of the Energy Efficiency 21 Project 
in accordance with the Project Plan 2006-2009; 
  

(h) Delegated the Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Financing Energy Efficiency 
Investments to serve as the executive decision-making body for the Financing Energy Efficiency 
Investments for Climate Change Mitigation Project, a subregional project of Energy 
Efficiency 21; 
 

(i) Requested the secretariat, in cooperation with the UNECE/FAO Timber Section, to 
develop a subregional project of Energy Efficiency 21 addressing wood energy and other bio-
fuels with a geographic focus on the western Balkans; 
 

(j) Requested the secretariat to cooperate with the Committee on Housing and Land 
Management on the future work of its Task Force on Energy Efficiency in Housing; 
 

(k) Requested the secretariat to work on methods and modalities for cooperation with the 
Energy Charter and International Energy Agency; 
 

(l) Requested the secretariat to prepare a draft Project Plan 2009-2012 for the sixth 
three-year phase of the Energy Efficiency 21 Project, including subregional projects and the 
work methods and modalities for cooperation with the Energy Charter and International Energy 
Agency, for consideration at the next session of the Steering Committee; 
 

(m) Welcomed the organization of a side event on energy efficiency and climate change 
mitigation with the other United Nations regional commissions during the high level segment of 
the UNFCCC Conference of Parties COP-14 to be held in Poznan, Poland; 
 

(n) Noted with appreciation that the participation of representatives from governments, 
non-governmental institutions, international institutions, the business community and the 
financial sector provided the project with the diversity of views needed to accomplish the agreed 
results; 
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(o) Welcomed the participation of representatives of relevant energy efficiency and 
climate change mitigation national and international programmes in the network and activities of 
the Energy Efficiency 21 Project; 
 

(p) Expressed appreciation for the financial support to the project provided by the 
United Nations Foundation and United Nations Fund for International Partnerships; Ministry of 
Foreign and European Affairs of France; French Global Environment Facility; United Nations 
Environment Programme/Global Environment Facility; European Business Congress; and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 
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ANNEX 
 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON ENERGY EFFICIENCY:  
WORKING TOGETHER FOR A LOW CARBON ECONOMY 

 
28 May 2008, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

 
Conference Recommendations 

1. Conference participants reiterated that energy efficiency is a top priority for energy, 
environmental and social policy. It can deliver parallel benefits for: 
 (a) Low-cost greenhouse gas abatement; 

(b) Enhanced productivity and competitiveness; 
(c) Improved energy security; 
(d) Social benefits through reallocation of investments from energy to other social needs. 
 

2. Despite recognition of these benefits, and  the considerable efforts of many governments, 
companies, regional organizations and other bodies to improve energy efficiency, progress has 
generally not been as could have been achieved, based on estimates of potential.  Moreover, 
improvements in energy intensity have been greatly exceeded by increases in the magnitude of 
energy services demanded.  Much greater investment in energy efficiency, in all countries, will 
be required for decades to come. 

3. In order to progress further with improving energy efficiency: 
(a) Governments should adopt and implement national energy efficiency strategies with 
ambitious short and long-term policies and measures and transparent assessment of 
progress; 
(b) Industry should ensure that energy efficiency is a key consideration in business 
decision-making; at a minimum, investments should be on the basis of whole-of-life costs; 
(c) International organizations working on energy efficiency must ensure they act 
effectively in promoting energy efficiency, while avoiding unnecessary overlap and 
duplication. 

4. International cooperation has an important role to play through sharing of information on 
policies, activities and good practices. International organizations should ensure this work is well 
coordinated to maximize synergies.  Where appropriate, attention should be given to more 
consistent regulatory and market regimes, the need for global-scale R&D, competitiveness 
concerns in international markets, effective government/industry partnerships, supportive  
national and international investment frameworks, insufficient international finance, capacity 
building, awareness raising, and interactions through interconnected energy and climate systems. 
Through discussions, the conference identified a number of barriers to energy efficiency that can 
only be resolved though effective international cooperation. Addressing these barriers could lead 
to significant improvements in energy efficiency globally.  
 
5. Participants agreed to submit these Conference Recommendations to their respective 
organizations and bodies as appropriate with a view to addressing these priority issues.  

------ 
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