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30 March 2013, version 7 

Outcome of the Reform of ECE of 2005 
Proposed Activities for the Expert Group on Resource Classification 

 

1. Background 
 

UNFC
1
 provides a global communications tool applicable to all extractive activities, covering solid 

mineral and fossil energy resources, including oil, natural gas, coal and uranium. As the only global 

system that allows different classifications to be unified to a single representation of the entire mineral 

or hydrocarbon system, UNFC has a significant impact on the ability to accurately understand the 

availability of non-renewable resources and hence facilitate the development of appropriate long-term 

energy policies. The work related to the further development and promotion of UNFC is undertaken 

by the UNECE Expert Group on Resource Classification, which operates with a global mandate 

provided by ECOSOC Decision 2004/233. UNFC has been developed to meet the needs of four key 

groups of stakeholders to the extent possible: those formulating international energy and mineral 

studies, governments for resource management functions, industry and the financial community. 

There is also the potential for UNFC to address renewable energy resources, which would for the first 

time allow development of a classification system for renewable and non-renewable energy projects 

so allowing for a better view of energy sustainability.  

 

2. Outcome of Informal Consultations on UNFC 
 

VI. “UN Framework Classification for Fossil Energy & Mineral Reserves & Resources  
 

Objective: Classification of energy and mineral reserves and resources  
 

Areas of Work: UN Framework Classification 
 

Concrete Activities: 
• Electronically disseminate UNFC to all major stakeholders by August 2013. 

• Finalizing the generic specifications by December 2013 to make UNFC operational. 

• Develop ideas on how UNFC could apply to and integrate renewable energy by December 2013. 

• Develop proposals on how to conduct on-going maintenance, technical advice, guidance and 

periodic updates to UNFC in order to ensure the system remains relevant, useful, and operates 

efficiently in light of on-going technological developments including in the field of carbon capture 

and storage.” 

 

3. Institutional framework and synergies with other international actors 
 

The work on UNFC is carried out by the UNECE Expert Group on Resource Classification (Expert 

Group) and its sub-groups: Specifications Task Force, Technical Advisory Group (when established), 

Communications Sub-Committee. The Expert Group currently has a five-year mandate that expires in 

December 2014. UNFC stakeholders or end-users need the assurance of continuity and long-term 

governance offered by a five-year mandate. Resource classification is a lasting, dynamic issue, as 

demonstrated by the periodic modifications and updates experienced by commodity-specific resource 

classification schemes. In particular, the development of new technologies means that any resource 

classification system cannot remain static. There is a need for on-going maintenance, technical advice, 

guidance and periodic updates in order to ensure that the UNFC remains relevant, useful, and operates 

efficiently. All stakeholders using the classification system need the assurance that technical advice 

and improvements to UNFC will be provided as necessary to adapt and refine its capabilities. 

 

Cooperation on UNFC is undertaken with the four principal stakeholders/end-users whom UNFC has 

been designed to serve: (i) Creators of international energy and mineral studies – to facilitate the 

formulation of consistent and far-sighted policies; (ii) Governments (both UNECE and non-UNECE) 
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– to manage their resources accordingly; (iii) Industry – to provide data and information necessary to 

deploy technology, management and finance in order to serve the host countries, shareholders and 

stakeholders; and (iv) Financial community – to provide information necessary to allocate capital 

appropriately, so reducing costs. Cooperation is also undertaken with relevant professional societies 

and associations, academia and individual experts.  

 

4. Proposed Activities 
 

Ongoing priority activities of the Expert Group are:  
 

(i) finalizing the generic and solid minerals and petroleum-specific specifications (to make the 

UNFC operational), and  

(ii) electronically disseminating UNFC (with the specifications) to all main stakeholders.  

 

Additional proposed activities listed in the tables below are:  
 

(i) assessing the possible extension of UNFC to renewable energy; 

(ii) creation of a technical advisory group to advise on implementation and interpretation of UNFC 

and to conduct ongoing maintenance and periodic updates;  

(iii) assessing the potential use of UNFC in classifying injection projects; 

(iv) education and outreach on UNFC; 

(v) developing documentation for the application of UNFC to nuclear fuel resources; 

(vi) compiling information on UNFC case studies and pilot projects; 

(vii) monitoring developments in financial reporting, in particular any potential development of an 

International Financial Reporting Standard for extractive activities (superseding IFRS 6).    

 

These activities were developed in cooperation with and subsequently approved by the Chair, First 

Vice Chair and fourteen Vice Chairs of the Expert Group. The Bureau members are representative of 

the full range of UNFC end-users, including UNECE member States. 

 

5. How the UNFC and the work of the Expert Group relate to the overall objectives of the 

UNECE energy subprogramme  
 

The UNECE energy sub-programme is mandated to carry out a programme of work in the field of 

sustainable energy with a view to providing access to affordable and clean energy to all, in line with 

the “Sustainable Energy for All” (SE4All) initiative of the UN Secretary-General, and to help reduce 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and the carbon footprint of the energy sector.  
 

(a) Provide access to affordable and clean energy to all: In order to improve the performance of 

the energy sector in terms of production and consumption, measurements will be needed – if you 

cannot measure something, you cannot manage it. UNFC provides a universally applicable system 

that is compatible with existing classifications and which will allow a consistent, reliable and accurate 

comparison of energy reserves and resources globally. The location of fuel for clean energy 

production and efficient production of the hydrocarbons that will needed for a sustainable energy 

future is dependent on knowing where the resources are, as well as their magnitude. The emphasis on 

projects and their social and environmental impact in addition to commercial analysis is unique to 

UNFC. By translating “quantities” from existing systems to the UNFC, the real socio-economic and 

environmental impacts of the various proposed projects can be seen and compared. The application of 

UNFC will facilitate efforts to develop global resources optimally. Efficient use and development of 

resources will both enhance their contribution to development and reduce their cost.  
 

(b) Reduce GHG emissions and the carbon footprint of the energy sector: The potential 

application of UNFC to renewable energy resources and also to injection projects, including the 

storage of carbon dioxide, will provide a better view of energy sustainability. UNFC directly 

addresses the SE4All goal to reduce gas flaring by explicitly categorizing non-sales production 

quantities; conventional classification systems do not categorize these quantities. 
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6.  Why is the work of the Expert Group on Resource Classification a priority, and why is 

UNECE the right venue for it as opposed to another venue? 
 

The work of the Expert Group and the development of UNFC is a priority because a global 

classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel 

resources, is a vital tool in encouraging sustainable resource development and use.  Since the UNFC is 

not yet complete and hence operational, its tangible impact in the energy world can neither be judged 

nor measured. However, the level of support by the key stakeholders involved in developing UNFC, 

which in many cases is over a period of more than five years and in some cases up to 20 years, clearly 

demonstrates a firm belief in the enormous value of such a system. A standardized system of 

classifying and hence comparing non-renewable and renewable reserves of energy will enable 

investors to easily compare diverse portfolios of both alternative and conventional forms of energy 

with a high degree of confidence in the underlying methodology and resulting metrics. By providing a 

common basis for comparing different energy resources, this will facilitate the most efficient 

allocation of investment capital to competing energy projects, aiding the development of the rapidly 

changing global energy complex. 

 

Classification activities are currently carried out worldwide by a number of actors including UNECE, 

the Committee for Mineral Reserves International Reporting Standards (CRIRSCO), the Society of 

Petroleum Engineers (SPE), and a range of individual countries and regulatory bodies. For example, 

within the UNECE region a range of EU countries, as well as Norway and the Russian Federation 

have their own national classification systems and securities regulators in the United States and 

Canada have systems for corporate reporting. Other than the UNFC, all these systems are specifically 

designed either for petroleum or for solid minerals and do not cover both. In addition, these systems 

often use the same terminology, but defined differently. There are so many classification systems 

worldwide that a standardized system, covering both petroleum and solid minerals, and using 

harmonized terminology is urgently needed to facilitate the reporting of reserves and resources 

nationally, at EU-level, UNECE-level and globally. No other body/organization is working on a 

global classification system such as UNFC. 

 

The UNECE is the right venue for work on UNFC because: 

 It has a positive track record in developing norms and standards and UNFC is a global standard 

for classifying reserves and resources.  

 It offers the only platform where all UNFC stakeholders – including UNECE and non-UNECE 

member countries, the private sector, international organizations and the financial community – 

are able to come together in a neutral setting to develop a globally applicable system. UNECE 

provides the catalyst for bringing together Governments, organizations and individuals with 

common interests in the area of resource classification who otherwise would not meet. 

 It is, within the UN system, the only body with relevant expertise (UNECE has worked on 

developing energy-related classification systems since the late 1940s) and it is structured to 

ensure its activities are conducted through an open and transparent process with no formal 

limitations on participation.   

 Periodic reviews are made by the Expert Group to ensure that UNECE continues to be the 

“optimal home” for this work and to ensure that the activities are not duplicated elsewhere. 

 UNECE is collaborating closely with other relevant bodies such as CRIRSCO and SPE, who 

are providing valuable inputs to the framework classification, in the form of the solid minerals 

and petroleum-specific specifications, which serves to avoid duplication and also ensure 

quality, comprehensiveness, and inclusion. 
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7. Resources 
 

Budgetary: 1 P4 

Extrabudgetary: 

In-kind contributions: the development of UNFC would not have been possible without the very 

significant and long-term in-kind contributions of the members of the Expert Group, including 

Governments, the private sector, professional societies and associations, international organizations, 

academia and individual experts. These in-kind contributions have been provided in the form of time 

(man hours for direct work and travel time to and during events), direct sponsorship of events 

(including meetings, workshops, conferences, receptions) and travel (travel encompasses flights, hotel 

and other associated costs of participating at events). It is estimated that current in-kind contributions 

to the work of the Expert Group are in the order of USD one million per annum. This level of in-kind 

contributions will need to be maintained for the work of the Expert Group to continue or alternatively 

be replaced by an equivalent level of extrabudgetary funding.   

 

8.  Expected concrete results and timelines 
 

(a) By August 2013: on the basis of input from the Expert Group, the Secretariat will compile an 

enhanced database of contacts to allow electronic dissemination of UNFC; 

(b) By end 2013: Expert Group will develop generic and commodity specific specifications for 

petroleum and solid minerals;  

(c) By end 2013: Expert Group will develop a written assessment of UNFC application to 

renewable energy;  

(d) By end 2014: Expert Group will develop a written assessment of UNFC application to injection 

projects; 

(e) By end 2014: Expert Group will develop a written assessment of UNFC application to nuclear 

fuels; 

(f) 2013-2017:  Members of the Technical Advisory Group will provide assistance and advice on 

implementation and interpretation of UNFC, and will carry out maintenance of UNFC and 

suggest periodic updates; 

(g) 2013 and ongoing (subject to annual review): Communications Sub-Committee will further 

develop the communications and education strategy for implementation by members of the 

Expert Group; 

(h) 2013 and ongoing: on the basis of input from the Expert Group the Secretariat will compile 

information on UNFC case studies and pilot projects: 

(i) 2013 and ongoing: monitoring developments in financial reporting, in particular any potential 

development of an International Financial Reporting Standard for extractive activities 

(superseding IFRS 6).    

 

9.  Concrete projects 

 

Title of Project:  United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and Mineral Reserves 

and Resources (UNFC) 

 

Priority activity 1:  Finalize generic specifications for UNFC 

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Generic specifications for UNFC 

Intergovernmental 

framework 
Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   Specifications (or basic rules of application) are critical for UNFC in 

order to ensure an appropriate level of consistency and coherence when 
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it is applied. They provide additional instructions on how the definitions 

contained in UNFC must be applied in specific circumstances 

including, where appropriate, commodity-specific rules. Generic 

specifications, together with the solid minerals and petroleum 

commodity-specific specifications are needed in order to make UNFC 

operational. This work is therefore the priority activity for the Expert 

Group. The Expert Group started work on developing the generic 

specifications in 2010 and tasked a Specifications Task Force to 

undertake the drafting. The Task Force, in close cooperation with the 

Expert Group and its Bureau, has worked intensively from 2010 to 

current on developing draft generic specifications that are acceptable to 

all UNFC end-users. Whilst consensus has not yet been achieved, 

significant progress has been made and the negotiations are in the final 

stages on a limited number of outstanding issues. A public consultation 

on the draft specifications was undertaken from 22 October to 22 

December 2012 in order to ensure a transparent and inclusive process in 

the development of this key document. The feedback is now being 

incorporated into a revised text.   

Main deliverables (i) Generic specifications and commodity-specific specifications 

appropriate to solid minerals and petroleum (based on bridging 

documents to the CRIRSCO Template (for solid minerals) and the 

Petroleum Resource Management System (PRMS
2
) respectively) for 

UNFC that are acceptable to all UNFC end-users to the extent possible. 

(ii)  An accompanying document explaining how the specifications 

have been prepared.  

These two documents will be presented to the Expert Group at its 

fourth session, 24-26 April 2013, for review and eventual approval. In 

the unlikely event that consensus is not achieved on the generic 

specifications at this meeting, negotiations will be intensified during 

the period May to October 2013 until consensus is achieved. Once the 

texts are approved the Specifications Task Force will be terminated. 

The generic specifications will be issued as a United Nations 

publication in all UN languages as soon as possible after finalization of 

the generic specifications and this will be circulated electronically to 

UNFC stakeholders.  

Impact Finalization of the generic specifications will render UNFC operational. 

Once UNFC is operational, it is anticipated that an increased number of 

requests from Governments for capacity-building and technical 

assistance (as with any classification system) will be submitted to the 

UNECE secretariat. 

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one 

that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in 

encouraging sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: By December 2013 

b. Resources 

Financial  

                                                           
2
  Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE)/World Petroleum Council (WPC)/American Association of Petroleum 

 Geologists (AAPG)/Society of Petroleum Evaluation Engineers (SPEE) Petroleum Resources Management 

 System of 2007 (PRMS) which has been endorsed by SPE, WPC, AAPG, SPEE and the Society of 

 Exploration Geophysicists (SEG). 
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UNECE staff P-4 (25%) 

In-kind Since 2010, members of the Expert Group have already provided 

significant in-kind contributions for the development of the generic 

specifications, in the form of man-hours, travel to meetings, 

sponsorship of meetings, including venue, refreshments, audio and 

videoconference facilities, and this would need to continue until the 

activity is completed.  

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requests the Expert 

Group on Resource Classification to finalize the generic specifications 

to make the UNFC operational.  

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6. 
 

Priority activity 2:  Electronic dissemination of UNFC 

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Electronic dissemination of UNFC 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   To disseminate UNFC electronically to the full audience of 

stakeholders/end-users. UNFC (notably framework or the high level 

definitions) was finalized in December 2009 and dissemination started 

early in 2010. It is important to note that specifications are, however, 

essential for UNFC to be operational (see priority activity 1 above).  

UNFC has been developed to meet the needs of four key groups of 

stakeholders to the extent possible: those formulating international 

energy and mineral studies, governments for resource management 

functions, industry and the financial community.   

Main deliverables Enhanced database of contacts: UNECE and non-UNECE Government 

agencies, industry, professional societies and associations, international 

organizations, research institutes, NGOs, independent experts and 

academia in the area of energy resource classification and management. 

Impact Enhanced awareness of UNFC worldwide. This enhanced awareness 

will also generate an increased number of requests to the UNECE 

secretariat for capacity-building and technical assistance (as with any 

classification system).   

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one 

that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in 

encouraging sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: August 2013 (every effort will be made by the Expert Group that the 

generic specifications are finalized by this date so that UNFC and the 

generic specifications can be disseminated as one package) 

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (15%) 

In-kind Experts, members of the Expert Group would provide contacts and 
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other advice. Governmental organizations, representatives from the 

energy and financial sectors and civil society, independent experts and 

academia would also be invited to assist, as envisaged by the outcome 

of the informal consultations. 

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requests the Expert 

Group on Resource Classification to electronically disseminate the 

UNFC to all major stakeholders 

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6.  

 

The following are proposed activities, a number of which will be critical, such as the Technical 

Advisory Group, once the specifications are finalized and UNFC is a complete package: 

Proposed activity 1:  Potential application of UNFC to renewable energy  

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Potential application of UNFC to renewable energy  

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   Renewable energy resources increasingly provide sustainable and much 

needed fuel and power globally, and complement other sources in the 

global energy mix. As the renewable industry becomes a fully 

commercialized sector, it is important to be able to assess and quantify 

in a common and transparent way the amount of resources that 

renewable energy contributes both at a project level and to the global 

energy system.  Renewables are increasingly viewed in the same pure 

economic terms as fossil fuels, and need to be compared with them 

using common frameworks. If UNFC could be also applied to 

renewable energy resources, this would for the first time allow 

development of a classification system for renewable and non-

renewable energy projects so allowing for a better view of the energy 

sustainability. 

Main deliverables A written assessment of whether UNFC could apply to and integrate 

renewable energy. If the Expert Group considers this application 

possible, an outline document proposing how the task might be 

accomplished with an accompanying timeline for each of the 

deliverables.  

Impact If UNFC is able to address renewable energy resources, this would for 

the first time allow development of a classification system for 

renewable and non-renewable energy projects so allowing for a better 

view of the energy sustainability. It would also generate a new 

stakeholder community within the Expert Group and hence additional 

work for the UNECE secretariat.  

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

If the scope of UNFC is broadened to encompass renewable energy 

resources this would help deliver on one of the overarching goals of the 

UNECE energy sub-programme to "help reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and the carbon footprint of the energy sector". Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 



 
 
8 

 

a. Duration/timeline: Current to December 2013 

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (15%) 

In-kind If it is considered possible to apply UNFC to renewable energy 

resources, members of the Expert Group will need to provide 

significant in-kind contributions in the form of man hours and expenses 

to travel to meetings and/or workshops.  

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert 

Group to develop ideas on how the UNFC could apply to and integrate 

renewable energy by December 2013. 

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. A classification system for renewable and non-renewable 

energy projects does not currently exist.  
 

Proposed activity 2:  Technical Advisory Group  

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Technical Advisory Group 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   A Technical Advisory Group is essential to provide assistance and advice on 

how to interpret, apply and/or map to UNFC as and when requested by end-

users, as well as to compile and analyze the results of such initiatives. The 

Technical Advisory Group should also develop proposals for consideration 

by the Expert Group on how to conduct on-going maintenance and periodic 

updates to UNFC and its specifications and bridging documents (a bridging 

document explains the relationship between UNFC and another classification 

system that has been endorsed by the Expert Group as an Aligned System) in 

order to ensure UNFC remains relevant, useful, and operates efficiently in 

light of on-going technological developments. 

Main deliverables A draft Terms of Reference and other relevant documentation, encompassing 

the  mandate for the Technical Advisory Group, methodology of operation 

and rules of procedure, list of deliverables, membership selection process and 

potential sources of extrabudgetary funding. The documentation is to be 

considered by the Expert Group at its annual meetings in April 2013 and 

2014.   

A Technical Advisory Group, with or without extrabudgetary funding, is to 

be established and be operational during 2014. Once established, annual 

reviews on the operations of the Group are to be prepared.   

Impact Long-term management and sustainability of UNFC. 

Relation to the 

overall energy 

programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one that 

incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in encouraging 

sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to paragraph 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: 2013-2017 (five year mandate, with annual review) 

b. Resources 

Financial  
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UNECE staff P-4 (25%) 

In-kind Members of the Expert Group would need to provide significant in-kind 

contributions in the form of man hours and travel. 

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert Group on 

Resource Classification to develop proposals on how to conduct on-going 

maintenance, technical advice, guidance and periodic updates to UNFC in 

order to ensure the system remains relevant, useful, and operates efficiently 

in light of on-going technological developments. 

Why is UNECE the 

right venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource classification. 

Also refer to section 6. 
 

Proposed activity 3:  Use of UNFC in classifying injection projects 

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Use of UNFC in classifying injection projects 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   To assess the potential use of UNFC in classifying injection projects 

(e.g., CO2 storage, natural gas storage or other waste disposal projects). 

This activity will continue the work started in 2009, when a Task Force 

on UNFC and Recipient Reservoirs was established to research and 

develop views on this potential use of UNFC and to identify additional 

key stakeholders who could provide critical analysis and feedback on 

the practicality of applying UNFC for these types of projects. 

Main deliverables An assessment of how companies classify and evaluate the maturity of 

their gas injection projects today. A bridging document for application 

of UNFC to injection projects, but in particular storage of carbon 

dioxide.  

Impact 2013-2014 

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

One of the overarching goals of the UNECE energy sub-programme is 

to "help reduce greenhouse gas emissions and the carbon footprint of 

the energy sector". A global classification system for reserve and 

resource estimates, one that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel 

resources, is a vital tool in encouraging sustainable resource 

development and use. Also refer to section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: 2013 to 2014 

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (5%) 

In-kind Members of the Expert Group would provide industry contacts and 

other advice, as well man hours.  

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert 

Group to develop proposals on how to conduct on-going maintenance, 

technical advice, guidance and periodic updates to UNFC in order to 

ensure the system remains relevant, useful, and operates efficiently in 

light of on-going technological developments including in the field of 
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carbon capture and storage. 

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6. 

 

Proposed activity 4:  Application of UNFC to nuclear fuel resources 

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Application of UNFC to nuclear fuel resources 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   Classification of nuclear fuel resources is currently undertaken 

according to the OECD-Nuclear Energy Agency/International Atomic 

Energy Agency (IAEA) “Red Book” classification system. The Red 

Book system will be aligned with UNFC. This is in response to the 

extensive efforts of IAEA to build technical capacity on UNFC globally 

and the ensuing requests from a number of Governments. Work on the 

this proposed activity has been underway since 2010, a number of 

workshops and consultancy meetings have been organized, and 

considerable progress has been made thanks to the significant in-kind 

contributions of IAEA,  

Main deliverables Documentation for the application of UNFC to nuclear fuel resources, 

such as a bridging document or nuclear-fuel specific specifications to 

explain the relationship between UNFC and the “Red Book” system.  

Appropriate instructions and guidelines will be incorporated to ensure 

consistent application of UNFC for nuclear fuels reporting. UNFC 

offers greater granularity than is available in “Red Book” system and 

the application of nuclear fuel specifications shall not limit in any way 

the use of the additional granularity of UNFC. 

Impact Governments will benefit by a higher level of quality being assigned to 

uranium and thorium resource estimates. This will help in bringing in 

elements of modern developments in mineral resource classification to 

nuclear fuel resource estimates and make the long-term supply and 

demand studies more reliable. 

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one 

that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in 

encouraging sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: 2013 to 2014 

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (15%) 

In-kind Significant in-kind contributions by members of the Expert Group, in 

particular the International Atomic Energy Agency.  

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert 

Group to develop proposals inter alia on how to ensure the UNFC 

remains relevant and useful – applying the UNFC to nuclear fuel 

resources would help deliver on this challenge.  
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Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6. 

 

Proposed activity 5:  Education and Outreach  

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Education and outreach programme on UNFC 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   UNFC is a global initiative encompassing a wide-range of end-users, 

hence a comprehensive communications and education strategy is 

essential to ensure that opportunities to promote UNFC in the UNECE 

region and beyond and to deliver a consistent message are maximized, 

including through conferences, workshops, articles and technical 

papers. The strategy also encompasses identification of experts in 

countries and organizations not already represented in the Expert Group 

to ensure that UNFC meets the needs of its end-users and remains 

current.  In April 2010, the Expert Group established a 

Communications Sub-Committee to develop and implement the 

communications and education strategy. The Sub-Committee is also 

responsible for ensuring that the activities of the Expert Group do not 

duplicate the work of other organizations.  

Main deliverables Annual review of activities related to communications and outreach. 

The value added and effectiveness of the Communications Sub-

Committee will continue to be reviewed annually by the Expert Group 

Impact Increased visibility and understanding of the benefits of the UNFC. 

Increased application of the system and therefore enhanced global 

communications. Increased cooperation with all UN regional 

commissions as requested by ECOSOC Decision 2004/233. 

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one 

that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in 

encouraging sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: 2013 to ongoing (to be reviewed annually) 

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (25%) 

In-kind Members of the Expert Group would provide significant in-kind 

contributions in form of man hours, travel and hosting of workshops, 

conferences and meetings.  

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert 

Group to electronically disseminate UNFC to all major stakeholders 

and to develop proposals on how to conduct on-going maintenance, 

technical advice, guidance and periodic updates to UNFC in order to 

ensure the system remains relevant, useful, and operates efficiently in 

light of on-going technological developments including in the field of 

carbon capture and storage. The activity on education and outreach will 
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be essential to deliver on this request/challenge.  

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6. 

 
Proposed activity 6:  Testing of UNFC  

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Testing of UNFC 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 

Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   Widespread testing of UNFC is essential to ensure it meets the needs of 

its stakeholders and also to ensure it remains current. The Committee 

on Sustainable Energy has previously directed the Expert Group to 

reinforce its efforts to encourage testing and application of UNFC as 

widely as possible and that feedback on this continue to be monitored 

and reviewed at least every two years. 

Main deliverables UNFC case studies and pilot projects to be compiled into an online 

database for the benefit of all UNFC end-users. 

Impact Testing of UNFC will ensure it meets needs of its users and that any 

need for updating/modification will be identified. Testing will also 

facilitate a greater global understanding on the benefits of UNFC.  

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one 

that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in 

encouraging sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: Mid-2013 to on-going  

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (10%) 

In-kind Significant man hours of members of the Expert Group. 

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert 

Group on Resource Classification to electronically disseminate the 

UNFC to all major stakeholders and to develop proposals on how to 

conduct on-going maintenance, technical advice, guidance and periodic 

updates to UNFC in order to ensure the system remains relevant, useful. 

Testing of the UNFC will be a key activity to ensure that the system is 

relevant and useful and will assist to identify when an update is needed.  

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6. 
 

Proposed activity 7:  Financial Reporting  

I. Title and framework 

Proposed name Financial reporting 

Intergovernmental 

framework 

Expert Group on Resource Classification 
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Budget Regular  ☒                Extrabudgetary  ☐                       Other  ☐ 

II. Project rationale 

Main purpose   UNFC has been designed to meet, to the extent possible, the needs of 

all applications pertaining to financial reporting standards, particularly 

those promulgated by the US Securities and Exchange Commission 

(SEC) and the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB). The 

Expert Group cooperates closely with the IASB, which has undertaken 

an extractive activities research project to analyse the unique financial 

reporting issues applicable to extractive activities and to identify a basis 

on which a financial reporting model might be developed to address 

these issues. If the IASB decides in the future to add an International 

Financial Reporting Standard (IFRS) for extractive activities to its 

active agenda, the objective would be to develop an IFRS on accounting 

for extractive activities that would supersede IFRS 6: Exploration for 

and Evaluation of Mineral Resources.  

Main deliverables Status report on any changes or developments in the financial reporting 

sector with implications for UNFC. 

Impact Mining and petroleum capital markets of different UNECE countries 

aligned with the major international markets. 

Relation to the overall 

energy programme 

A global classification system for reserve and resource estimates, one 

that incorporates across fuel and non-fuel resources, is a vital tool in 

encouraging sustainable resource development and use. Also refer to 

section 5.   

III. Operational details 

a. Duration/timeline: 2013 to ongoing  

b. Resources 

Financial  

UNECE staff P-4 (5%) 

In-kind  

IV. Project relevance 

Why is the project a 

priority? 

The informal consultations outcome document requested the Expert 

Group Develop proposals on how to conduct on-going maintenance, 

technical advice, guidance and periodic updates to UNFC in order to 

ensure the system remains relevant, useful, and operates efficiently in 

light of on-going technological developments including in the field of 

carbon capture and storage. 

Why is UNECE the right 

venue? 

UNECE is the UN-wide centre of excellence on energy resource 

classification. No other UN entity or agency covers resource 

classification. Also refer to section 6. 

 

**** 

 


