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Head of ENCA attended the 16th CAREC Energy Sector  Coordinating Committee (ESCC) Meeting

(11 September 2013, Almaty, Kazakhstan) 
Dr. Nikolay Pomoshchnikov, Head of ENCA 

attended the 16th CAREC Energy Sector Coordinating 
Committee (ESCC) meeting. 

Energy sector focal points of CAREC, officials 
from energy ministries and agencies, from 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, and 
representatives of multilateral development partners 
attended the meeting to discuss an updates on action 
points from the 15th Energy Sector Coordinating 

Committee meeting and the Energy Work Plan (EWP) 2013-2015, including the list of medium-term priority 
projects; capacity building and knowledge activities for 2013-2014; and deliverables for the CAREC Senior 
Officials Meeting and Ministerial Conference to be held on 24-25 October 2013.

Participants discussed areas for further focus concerning improving regional electricity trade and specific 
system operation aspects, reviewed energy sector vulnerability to climate change and endorsed the proposed 
technical assistance from ADB on CAREC Power Sector Financing Roadmap. They also reviewed the draft 
medium-term priority projects to be submitted to the CAREC Senior Officials Meeting and Ministerial 
Conference and approved the proposed energy sector capacity building workshop and knowledge framework for 
2013-2015 under the CAREC Institute. 

Fourth International Forum: 
Energy for Sustainable Development
(17-19 September 2013, Tbilisi, Georgia)

Green Bridge Partnership Program
(30 September 2013, Astana, Kazakhstan)

Dr. Nikolay Pomoshchnikov, Head of ENCA 
attended the Fourth International Forum: Energy for 
Sustainable Development held on 17-19 September 
2013 in Tbilisi, Georgia. 

The Forum was jointly organized by the 
Government of Georgia, the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE), the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP), and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). This Forum was a follow-up to 
the International Sustainable Energy Forums held in 
2010-2012 in Central Asian countries. It supported the 
objectives of the UN Secretary General’s Sustainable 
Energy for All Initiative. Over 200 delegates from 
more than 25 countries have participated in the Forum.

The Forum explored policies and (cont p.2)   

International conference on “Green Bridge” 
Partnership Program and on international specialized 
exhibition “Astana EXPO-2017” was held in Astana 
on the 30th of September 2013. The conference was 
organized by the Ministry of Environment Protection 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan in partnership with 
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).

The Conference was opened by SerikAkhmetov, 
the Prime-Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Also, welcoming speech was delivered by Mariano 
Rajoy, the Prime-Minister of the Kingdom of Spain.

The Conference was attended by the Heads of 
environment protection agencies of countries of the 
European Union, Central Asia and other neighboring 
countries, representatives of international 
organizations, private companies, (cont p.3)
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Fourth International Forum: Energy for Sustainable Development
(17-19 September 2013, Tbilisi, Georgia)

(continued from p.1) legislation needed to support 
energy efficiency improvements, access to cleaner 
energy, financing energy efficiency, and energy 
efficiency in buildings and infrastructure. Forum 
participants discussed the necessary conditions for 
enabling and encouraging investments in energy 
efficiency and sustainable use of energy. Presentations 
on relevant experiences and good practices from 
Europe, Asia and other regions of the world enriched 
these discussions. Participants also looked at the 
environmental benefits of wider application of energy 
efficiency and cleaner energy.

The Forum attracted policy makers and experts in 
the field of energy efficiency and sustainable use of 
energy, as well as in the fields of economic and social 
development, environmental protection, governance, 
financing, and energy and utility infrastructure 
development. It included a High-level round table 
with participation of ministers and officials of the 
government bodies responsible for energy and 
building sector in the countries of the Caucasus, 
South-Eastern and Eastern Europe, Central, 
Northern, and South-Eastern Asia. Participants 
of the round table discussed main challenges and 
emerging issues in promoting sustainable energy in 
Caucasus, Central Asia and neighboring regions and 
discussed the role of Governments and public sector 
in formulating and implementing policy reforms and 
promoting international cooperation for enhanced 
energy security and the sustainable use of energy.

In his statement at the Fourth International 
Forum: Energy for Sustainable Development Dr. 
Pomoshchnikov emphasised: “Saving energy means 
saving money and protecting our environment. 
Energy efficiency cannot be implemented by public 
sector only, but the governments have to develop 
the enabling environment including policies and 

incentives for business sector to invest into energy 
efficiency.”

The plenary session “Energy efficiency in the 
housing sector” informed the participants about 
international programmes and frameworks for 
energy efficiency in the residential sector and 
discussed how they support governments’ efforts 
to promote energy efficiency. The UNECE – UN-
Habitat – City of Vienna joint report “Good practices 
for energy-efficient housing in the UNECE region” 
was presented. Participants of the plenary session 
“Investments in energy efficiency and cleaner energy 
projects in the context of climate change mitigation 
and sustainable development” discussed financing 
options for energy efficiency projects and cleaner 
energy technologies and the role of Governments and 
private sector in market formation for cleaner energy 
development.

Four thematic workshops were organized in the 
framework of the Forum:

1) Policies and Legislation to Promote Energy 
Efficiency and Clean Energy Technologies in the 
Caucasus region;

2) A Road Map to Energy Efficient Residential 
Sector;

3) Case Studies on Policy Reforms to Promote 
Financing Energy Efficiency Investments and 
Advanced Energy Efficiency Technologies;

4) Sustainable Energy Challenges and 
Opportunities in Countries in Transition.

For more information about the Fourth International 
Forum: Energy for Sustainable Development please 
visit: http://www.unece.org/index.php?id=32843.
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Green Bridge Partnership Program
(30 September 2013, Astana, Kazakhstan)

(continued from p.1) government agencies of   
Kazakhstan and international experts on clean 
energy and “green” growth.

The main goal of the Green Bridge Partnership 
Program is international cooperation for ensuring 
green economic growth by technologies transfer, 
exchange of knowledge and ensuring financial 
support for the implementation of investment projects 
in Central Asian region.

The program will act as the regional coordinator 
and international investor in development and 
introduction of clean technologies, as well as will 
promote development of innovative investment 
solutions for bankable projects in a number of key 
sectors of economy.

Being the practical mechanism of transition 
to green economy, the Green Bridge Partnership 

Program assumes association of efforts of states, 
international organizations, public and business 
sectors in the regions of Europe, Asia and the Pacific.

Holding the Conference becomes a key stage of 
introduction and recognition of the Astana Initiative 
as a dialogue platform and instrument of integration 
of Asia and Europe on green growth issues.

Participants discussed issues of transition to green 
modernization: sustainable management of water and 
other natural resources, development of renewable 
energy, agriculture and climate change.

One of the Conference’s sessions was devoted to 
the Green Economy Concept Paper of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan – the most important instrument of 
providing sustainable development of the country. 
In this context, international specialized exhibition 
“Astana EXPO-2017” will create additional 
incentives for transition to green economy. It will 
allow Kazakhstan to achieve its strategic goal – enter 
the list of 30 most developed countries.

Following the results of the Conference, the 
Green Bridge Partnership Charter was signed by 8 
countries.

Press-service of the Ministry of Environment 
Protectionof the Republic of Kazakhstan

http://www.eco.gov.kz/new2012/en/2013/09/3126-
196/
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BUSINESSES NEED GREATER REGIONAL SUPPORT TO INTEGRATE INTO GLOBAL 
SUPPLY CHAINS, RECOMMENDS ASIA PACIFIC FORUM ON FACILITATING TRADE

(10-11 September 2013, Beijing, China)

CONTRIBUTING TO THE UN DEVELOPMENT AGENDA BEYOND 2015

Small-to-medium-sized businesses in Asia and the 
Pacific need regional arrangements that facilitate their 
entire supply chain, according to recommendations 
from the Asia-Pacific Trade Facilitation Forum which 
closed in Beijing.

The two day Forum included Asia-Pacific 
policymakers, government officials, trade facilitation 
service providers, international organizations and 
development agencies from more than 40 countries; 
with discussions on more efficient and inclusive supply 
chains from public and private sector perspectives.

By the end of the discussions, there was wide ranging 
consensus that reforms to help small-to- medium-sized 
businesses (SMEs) cannot be limited only to border-
related procedures, but need to extend well behind the 
border. This is to ensure that the business environment 
is conducive to their direct or indirect participation in 
international trade, both in terms of the availability of 
competitive logistics and of financing.

The Forum also recommended that regional 
arrangements for SME trade finance and cross-border 
paperless trade should be actively pursued. A draft 
of a regional arrangement on this is currently being 
discussed by the member States of the United Nations’ 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP).

Mr. Ravi Ratnayake, Director, Trade and Investment 
Division, ESCAP explained: “What is needed is to look 
at the entire set of import and export related procedures 
and identify measures that can increase efficiency 
and inclusiveness. Trade facilitation is not only about 
making customs or other regulatory procedures more 
efficient, but finding ways to make the whole supply 

chain more efficient, including in terms of commercial 
procedures, transport and logistics, financing and 
payment processes.”

Mr. Jiang Zengwei, Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Commerce, China, emphasized that “with the rapid 
development of global e-commerce in particular, 
traditional ways for government to facilitate trade 
processes may fast become obsolete and there is a 
pressing need for government to establish a more 
effective institutional mechanism for trade facilitation.”

Mr. Edy Putra Irawady, Deputy Minister, 
Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs, 
Indonesia, said that a regional arrangement on enabling 
paperless trade and the cross-border recognition of 
electronic data and documents would greatly help 
integrate SMEs in Indonesia into global supply chains. 
Such arrangements would also help in reducing trade 
costs in LDCs and LLDCs.

Limited access to financing was also recognized 
in the Forum as a key barrier, with initiatives such as 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) Trade Finance 
Programme, (which provides guarantees and loans 
through banks to support trade in developing countries 
of the region), highlighted as essential. Participants 
recommended that complementary regional 
arrangements such as an Asian trade finance fund or a 
regional Export Credit Agency be considered as a way 
to further reduce the costs of trade finance, and spread 
risk among countries of the region.

This year’s Forum included a high level panel 
discussion and four thematic sessions on trade logistics, 
trade finance, paperless trade and single window, 
respectively. In parallel with the Forum, an exhibition 
on Trade Facilitation was held to maximize information 
sharing on practices, case studies and findings of trade 
facilitation.

The Forum was organized by the United Nations’ 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) and Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
in partnership with the Ministry of Commerce of China 
and the China International Electronic Commerce 
Center (CIECC).
http://www.unescap.org/news/businesses-need-greater-regional-

support-integrate-global-supply-chains-recommends-asia-pacific
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ASIAN AND PACIFIC COUNTRIES ADOPT GROUND BREAKING AGENDA 
ON POPULATION, DEVELOPMENT AND RIGHTS

(16-20 September, 2013, Bangkok, Thailand)

A regional ministerial conference of Asian and 
Pacific governments has issued a strong reaffirmation 
that gender equality and sexual and reproductive health 
and rights are indispensable to sustainable development, 
and must be a key part of the post-2015 development 
framework.

Ministers and senior officials from 47 countries 
were among nearly 500 country delegates and civil 
society representatives attending the Sixth Asian and 
Pacific Population Conference (APPC) in Bangkok 
from 16-20 September. They reviewed progress and 
gaps, and identified priority actions in addressing a 
broad set of population-related challenges, with a view 
to advancing people’s rights and well-being through 
inclusive and equitable development.

After days of intense discussions, they adopted 
a comprehensive Asian and Pacific Ministerial 
Declaration on Population and Development. The 
document will be the region’s input to next year’s UN 
General Assembly review of the 1994 International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD), 
which in turn will inform global consultations on 
development priorities succeeding the Millennium 
Development Goals.

The United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) 
organized the Conference in cooperation with the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

At the closing, Noeleen Heyzer, UN Under-
Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of ESCAP, 
commended governments for their forward-looking 
agreement: “The Declaration is a new milestone and 
a blueprint for continued Asia-Pacific leadership, on 
issues of population in the next phase of development, 
with sustainability at its core, benefitting both our 
people and our planet.”

“Addressing one of the most important parts of 
our unfinished business, it affirms the importance of 

non-discrimination, of ending violence against women 
and girls, and of universal sexual and reproductive 
health, services, and rights. It affirms the importance 
of national laws and policies which respect and protect 
the reproductive rights of every person, and enable all 
people to exercise them without discrimination on any 
grounds.”

The Declaration reasserts key principles of the ICPD 
Programme of Action, stressing States’ responsibility 
to protect human rights for all without distinction and to 
address the root causes of poverty. It calls for universal 
and equitable access to sexual and reproductive health 
services, to further reduce maternal deaths, ensure 
access to family planning and prevent the spread of 
HIV.

There is a strong emphasis on promoting gender 
equality, including calls to end violence against women 
and girls and early and forced marriage. Reflecting 
the findings of a survey on countries’ implementation 
of the Programme of Action, the agreement also 
highlights actions essential to further progress. A 
central focus is on the rights of young people and their 
needs, including comprehensive sexuality education, 
access to contraception including for the unmarried, 
education and employment opportunities.

The Asia-Pacific’s changing demographics are 
addressed with recommendations on countries’ need 
for rights-based policies that effectively respond to 
population ageing, urbanization and migration. In the 
region with the most rapid pace of population ageing 
worldwide, the Declaration calls for strengthening 
health and social protection systems that address the 
vulnerability to poverty and social isolation of older 
persons.

Governments adopted the Declaration by an 
overwhelming 38-3 vote with one abstention. Some 
governments recorded reservations on references in the 
agreement to “sexual rights” and “sexual orientation 
and gender identity”.

Remarking on the Conference, UNFPA Deputy 
Executive Director Kate Gilmore said, “This meeting 
has once again affirmed the ICPD consensus as a 
document for our time, pointing the way to the future 
we want: one in which human rights are upheld for all 
of us, with the exception of none of us.”

http://www.unescap.org/news/asian-and-pacific-countries-
adopt-ground-breaking-agenda-population-development-and-
rights
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ESCAP, UNFPA AND PLAN INTERNATIONAL CALL FOR IMPROVED CIVIL 
REGISTRATION TO ADVANCE RIGHTS AND GOVERNANCE IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

(20 September 2013)

Asia-Pacific countries must prioritize the 
improvement of civil registration to allow their people 
to achieve equal access to education, healthcare and 
social protection, and to effectively monitor and plan 
development, said UN agencies and Plan International 
at a high-level panel held during a ministerial 
conference on population and development.

It is estimated that about half the children under-
five in Asia and the Pacific are not registered. Some 
countries in Asia and the Pacific register fewer than 
one in 10 children. Globally, three-quarters of deaths 
are either not registered or incorrectly certified.

“When vital events in people’s lives – such as birth, 
marriage and death - are not officially registered, 
people are deprived of their rights, denied access 
to social supports and inequality is exacerbated,” 
said Kate Gilmore, Assistant-Secretary-General and 
Deputy Executive Director of UNFPA, the United 
Nations Population Fund. “Failure to establish fair 
and inclusive processes for civil registration is leaving 
millions without an official identity.”

“Civil registration is essential to protect human 
rights and plays a key role in sustainable development,” 
she added. “By enabling high-quality vital statistics, 
civil registration promotes understanding of people’s 
needs, enhances development planning and supports 
evidence-based monitoring of inclusive social and 
economic progress.”

“People who do not have their life events 
registered, from birth to death, are often among the 
poorest and most marginalized in society. Without 

a legal identity, those people are less likely to 
overcome social, economic and political barriers. 
Civil registration is about protection, empowerment 
and participation,” said Ms. Haishan Fu, Director 
of the Statistics Division of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP).

Participants at the high-level panel urged for a 
collective effort by governments and the development 
community to achieve universal and effective civil 
registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems. Two 
Ministers – representing Fiji and Indonesia – shared 
their national experiences, and the panellists also 
heard the story of how having a birth certificate 
improved the life of Mohammad Ridwan, a 15 year-
old Indonesian boy whose birth was registered in his 
teen years.

“With such significance for good governance, the 
eradication of poverty, and inclusive development, it 
is time for the world to put the attention on this issue 
that it deserves,” Ms. Fu added. “There is no better 
way than to have a CRVS target in the post-2015 
development agenda.”

Plan International, the leading international 
non-government organization on birth registration 
globally, concluded the session by reinforcing that 
the time to act on CRVS is now.

“The time has come and passed to stop talking 
and start acting. CRVS has long been the ‘orphan’ 
that nobody wants to bring up. It is about securing 
some of the most fundamental rights and should be 
top of everyone’s priority list. We need to know our 
population so that we can build the right number of 
schools, buy the right number of vaccines and at the 
very least be able to celebrate every child’s birthday. 
Let’s open the doors to our people. Let’s count every 
child,” said HaiderYaqub, Asia Deputy Regional 
Director at Plan International.
ht tp://www.unescap.org /news/escap-unfpa-and-plan-
international-call-improved-civil-registration-advance-rights-
and
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WHAT NEXT FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC? REDUCING POVERTY IS NO LONGER ENOUGH - 
NEW UN REPORT OUTLINES ASPIRATIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE REGION

(20 September 2013, Bangkok, Thailand)
NEW UN REPORT OUTLINES ASPIRATIONS 
FOR THE FUTURE OF THE REGION

Zero poverty, better quality education and 
accountable government top the agenda for Asia 
and the Pacific as countries look to the future and 
their “unfinished business” with the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). While the Asia-Pacific 
region has made progress in pulling millions out of 
poverty, it remains off track in such basic areas as 
hunger, health and sanitation, according to a new UN 
report.

The latest assessment of regional progress towards 
the MDGs, ‘Asia-Pacific Aspirations: Perspectives for 
a Post-2015 Development Agenda’ is a clear picture 
of how far the region has come, and serves as a stark 
wake-up call for what lies ahead.

The report, jointly published by the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP), the UN Development Programme 
(UNDP) and the Asian Development Bank, comes at a 
critical point when one final push is needed to achieve 
the MDGs in less than 1,000 days. The report identifies 
the areas needing accelerated actions and draws 
attention to emerging challenges.

“Despite remarkable improvements in the lives of 
millions, progress has been uneven, and we need to 
accelerate MDGs achievement until we live in a world 
free of extreme poverty and discrimination,” said 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and ESCAP 
Executive Secretary Dr. Noeleen Heyzer. “Inclusive 
growth and greater access to social services for the 
poor and the most disadvantaged will be necessary to 
overcome rising regional inequalities in income and 
in access to services. Countries in the region need to 
create more decent and productive jobs and expand 
social protection.”

“Moving forward, the next phase of the development 
agenda needs to drive transformative change – enabling 
global and national institutions to pursue people-
centred development based on economic prosperity, 
social equity and environmental responsibility,” she 
added.

“Basic inequities still persist in the Asia-Pacific 
region despite its remarkable record of pulling people 
out of poverty. The time is now for the region to tackle 
some of its serious areas of inequality: in education, 
health, food consumption, housing and safe drinking 
water,” said Nicholas Rosellini, Deputy Director, 
UNDP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific.

MDG PROGRESS
Despite remarkable regional growth overall, most 

of the world’s poor reside in Asia and the Pacific, and 
over 740 million people across the region – including 
middle-income countries – live in extreme poverty.

Moreover, more than 60 percent of the world’s 
people suffering from hunger and undernourishment – 
some 543 million – live in the region, particularly in 
South Asia.

In terms of health targets, the Asia-Pacific region 
has not performed well compared to other MDG 
targets. In 2011, there were around 3 million deaths of 
children under five. South Asia still accounts for the 
second-highest number of maternal deaths worldwide 
(26.8 per cent) followed by South-East Asia.

Some of the region’s greatest emerging health 
concerns lie in the area of non-communicable diseases 
such as heart disease, cancer, malnutrition, diabetes, 
alcoholism and drug abuse, all of which are rising amid 
poor dietary habits and the stresses of modern living.

The region has performed better on communicable 
diseases: the spread of tuberculosis has been reversed, 
and in the majority of countries efforts to control 
HIV are also bearing fruit. This however, needs to be 
sustained.

While 18 million children in the region remain out 
of primary school, the quality of education is becoming 
an even bigger concern.

MOVING FORWARD
Countries in the region will need to bring together 

the three broad pillars of sustainable development – 
economic prosperity, social equity and environmental 
sensitivity. The MDGS are still relevant for the region 
and the post-2015 agenda should build on them, the 
report finds.

The top three priorities for Asia and the Pacific in 
the post-2015 agenda are good quality education for all, 
zero poverty and effective, accountable and responsive 
government, according to the report.

The MDGs have served a valuable purpose of 
rallying global support around common objectives 
which can now be harvested to serve as the basis for an 
even more ambitious and vigorous effort in the decades 
ahead. By ramping up action now, momentum will be 
generated in going forward, into 2015 and beyond.

For the full report, please find from this url: http://www.unescap.
org/pdd/calendar/CSN-MDGs-Launch-BKK-Sep2013/
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ARMENIA’S AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT IN JAN-MAY SURGED BY 1.3% 
Armenia’s agricultural output in January-May 2013 surged by 1.3%. The combined agricultural and fish production 
climbed by 2.9%  in January-May 2013 from the same period the year before. 
http://arka.am/en/news/society/armenia_s_agricultural_output_in_jan_may_surged_by_1_3_to_144_2_bln_
drams_/

ARMENIA’S BUDGET REVENUES INCREASED BY 67 BILLION DRAMS
The state budget revenues of the Republic of Armenia have increased by 19, 6% or about 67, 1 billion drams during 
the months of January-May of 2013 in comparison with the same period of 2012. 
http://armenpress.am/eng/news/725017/armenia%E2%80%99s-budget-revenues-increased-by-67-billion-amd.html

APRICOT EXPORTS FROM ARMENIA DOUBLE THIS YEAR
12,700 tons of apricots have been exported from Armenia this year, as compared with 6,500 tons in the same 
period of last year. 
http://www.aysor.am/en/news/2013/07/05/robert-makaryan/

AZERBAIJAN’S GAS EXPORT FOR JANUARY-JUNE 2013 EXCEEDED 48% OF 2012 INDEX 
Over January-June gas export (customs processing) in Azerbaijan totaled 48.05% of the 2012 indicator.
The State Customs Committee (SCC) informs that according to control-measuring devices for Jan-Jun 2013 
country’s gas export totaled 3.358 bn cu m, including 485.87 million cu m in June, 527.78 million cu m in May, 
327.46 million cu m in April, 655.5 million cu m in March, 626.038 million cu m in February and 736.065 million 
cu m in January.
http://abc.az/eng/news_15_07_2013_74883.html

KAZAKHSTAN’S GDP GROWTH HIT 5.1%  IN FIRST HALF OF 2013
The GDP hit 105.1% in the first six months of the year and the industrial production volume index reached 101.8 %. 
Kazakhstan’s inflation rate in the reporting period hit 2.7 %.
http://en.trend.az/regions/casia/kazakhstan/2169157.html

WORLD BANK TO ALLOCATE KYRGYZSTAN $25 MILLION FOR BUDGET SUPPORT
The World Bank will allocate Kyrgyzstan $25 million for support of the budget. The finances will be transferred 
under the program of the International Development Association (IDA). 
http://eng.24.kg/politic/2013/06/24/27377.html

ROAD MAP ON KYRGYZSTAN’S ACCESSION TO
 CUSTOMS UNION TO BE COMPLETED IN AUGUST

The development of the road map on the accession of Kyrgyzstan to the Customs Union which unites Belarus, 
Kazakhstan and Russia will be completed in August 2013 and then the document will be sent for study and 
adoption of the member – states. 
http://www.azernews.az/region/56423.html

DONORS, LENDERS PLEDGE $1.7 BILLION IN AID FOR KYRGYZSTAN
International donors and lenders promised over $1.7 billion in grants and loans to support reforms in Central Asian 
state Kyrgyzstan over the next five years as it struggles to alleviate poverty after a period of political upheaval. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/07/10/kyrgyzstan-donors-idUSL6N0FG2DM20130710

GDP INCREASES BY 9.4% IN TURKMENISTAN SINCE EARLY 2013
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth was estimated at 9.42% in Turkmenistan for six months of 2013. All 
branches of the country’s economy have been rapidly developed in this period. The growth in the industry is 6.6 %, 
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in construction- 17.7 %, in service sector- 11.3 %, in agriculture -7 %.
http://en.trend.az/regions/casia/turkmenistan/2170882.html

UZBEKISTAN’S GDP INCREASES BY 8% EARLY 2013
Uzbekistan’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) increased by 8 percent from January to June 2013 compared to the 
same period of 2012. 
http://en.trend.az/regions/casia/uzbekistan/2171381.html

THE WORLD BANK HELPS AZERBAIJAN TO
 UPGRADE RAILWAY TRANSPORT AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

The World Bank has approved additional financing - $220 million loan for the Rail Trade and Transport Facilitation 
Project, which is aimed to improve railway services, as well as the competitiveness, financial sustainability, 
operating and cost efficiency, and capacity of Azerbaijan Railways, in particular, along the transport corridor 
toward Georgia (east-west corridor).
http://www.azernews.az/business/56027.html

AZERBAIJAN, TURKEY AND KAZAKHSTAN SIGN PAPER ON TRANSPORT COOPERATION
The transport ministries of Azerbaijan, Turkey and Kazakhstan have signed a protocol on cooperation in transport 
development in the Turkic-speaking states. The signing ceremony was held on July 3 in the Azerbaijani capital 
Baku within a meeting of the transport ministers of the Cooperation Council of Turkic-Speaking States. 
http://www.azernews.az/business/56286.html

AZERBAIJAN READY TO SIGN AGREEMENT ON TRACECA’S SILK WIND PROJECT
Azerbaijan is prepared to sign an intergovernmental agreement on the Silk Wind project within the framework of 
the TRACECA (Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia).  Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Georgia and Turkey signed 
a memorandum on the Silk Wind transport project in November 2012.The project targets improving the transit 
conditions and launching container block-trains from China to the center of Western Europe.
http://www.azernews.az/business/56823.html

AZERBAIJAN TO PARTIALLY COMPLETE CONSTRUCTION OF LARGEST CASPIAN PORT IN 2014
The construction of a dry-cargo terminal at the international seaport in Alat, which was launched in November 
2010 south of Baku, will be completed in 2015. The ferry terminal and the road is planned to be put into operation 
in 2014.
http://en.trend.az/capital/business/2172266.html

KAZAKHSTAN TO PRODUCE OWN LOCOMOTIVES
Temir Zholy (Kazakhstan), Transmashdizel (Russia) and General Electric (US) have started construction of a factory 
to manufacture 300 GEVO engines for locomotives annually. The factory will be launched in December 2014. 
http://www.steelguru.com/russian_news/Kazakhstan_to_produce_own_locomotives/317656.html

UZBEKISTAN TO ALLOCATE $48 MILLION FOR PROJECTS IN DZIZAK
The Uzbek government will allocate $48 million for the implementation of 17 projects in the transport, industrial, 
engineering and communication sectors in the Dzizak special industrial zone in 2013-2018, including around $28.9 
million in 2013-2015.
http://www.azernews.az/region/56628.html

FRANCE LOANS ARMENIA FUNDS FOR WATER SYSTEM UPGRADES
France is loaning Armenia 26 million euros ($34 million) for water-supply and sewage-treatment improvements.
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-06-24/france-loans-armenia-funds-for-water-system-upgrades-arka-says.html
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AZERBAIJAN OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCES SELECTION OF 
TAP FOR DELIVERY OF GAS TO EUROPE

The Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) for natural gas deliveries to Europe is 520km long, which enables the transport 
of gas from the Caspian Sea through Greece, Albania, the Adriatic Sea and Italian region of Puglia into the 
Western Europe. Total cost of the project makes approximately $2.2 bln. Annual capacity of the pipeline would 
make 10 bcm, in the future-20 bcm.
http://en.apa.az/xeber_azerbaijan_officially_announces_selectio_195469.html

KAZAKHSTAN’S STAKE PURCHASE IN KASHAGAN OILFIELD TO BLOCK OVL
Kazakhstan will buy ConocoPhillips out of the Kashagan oilfield for about $5 billion in a possible prelude to 
inviting China to join development of the world’s biggest oil discovery in half a century. 
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/07/02/kashagan-conocophillip-ovl-idINDEE9610ED20130702

TURKMENISTAN, AFGHANISTAN SIGN AGREEMENT
 GAS PURCHASE AND SALE USING TAPI PIPELINE

The national gas companies of Turkmenistan and Afghanistan signed an agreement for the sale of natural gas 
which will be supplied from Turkmenistan to Afghanistan through the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
India (TAPI) pipeline. A meeting of the TAPI steering committee which includes the oil and gas ministers of the 
four countries participating in the project was held. The work of the steering committee was also attended by 
representatives of the Asian Development Bank (ADB).
http://en.trend.az/capital/energy/2169455.html

RUSSIA’S PM APPROVES DEAL FOR GAZPROM TO BUY KYRGYZ GAS OPERATOR FOR $1
Russia’s Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev has approved an intergovernmental agreement that will see Russian gas 
giant Gazprom acquire 100% of Kyrgyzstan’s debt-ridden national gas operator, Kyrgyzgas, for $1. Under the draft 
agreement between Moscow and Bishkek, Gazprom will obtain full control over Kyrgyzstan’s gas pipeline system, 
pumping stations, underground storage facilities as well as gas wells currently held by Kyrgyzgas. 
http://www.platts.com/latest-news/natural-gas/moscow/russias-pm-approves-deal-for-gazprom-to-buy-
kyrgyz-26095711

WB delivers loan worth $82 million to improve water supply in Uzbekistan
The WB Board of Directors approved the allocation of a loan in December 2012. The project is aimed at improving 
the quality and efficiency of water supply in Alat and Karakul districts, where about 80 percent of the population 
lives in rural areas. According to the World Bank, as a result of the project implementation, about 220,000 people 
will receive better water services.
http://en.trend.az/regions/casia/uzbekistan/2172517.html 

AZERBAIJAN AND CHINA SIGN PROTOCOL ON TRADE-ECONOMIC COOPERATION
Second meeting of working group on trade-economic cooperation between Azerbaijan and Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region of China was held in Urumqi. The sides have discussed the issues on industry, energy, 
transport, agriculture, culture tourism, exchange of information on investment opportunities. After discussions, a 
protocol of second meeting of Working Group on economic cooperation was signed. 
http://en.apa.az/xeber_azerbaijan_and_china_sign_protocol_on_tr_196211.html

ARMENIA AND IRAN SIGNED INK TRADE COOPERATION AGREEMENT
Iran and Armenia have signed an agreement to expand bilateral trade ties. Iranian businessmen discussed with 
their Armenian counterparts the perspectives for further development of bilateral commercial and economic ties at 
business forum in Yerevan. 
http://tehrantimes.com/economy-and-business/109372-iran-armenia-ink-trade-cooperation-agreement 

KAZAKHSTAN AND U.S. AGREE TO COOPERATE IN REDUCTION OF EMISSIONS
The memorandum of understanding on cooperation in expansion of capacities for development of an emissions 
reduction strategy has been signed between Kazakhstan Ministry of Environmental protection and the U.S. 



11North and Central Asian Observer September 2013 (Issue No 6)

Government during the first meeting of Kazakhstan-American Commission on Scientific-Technical Cooperation. 
The memorandum is aimed at interaction in promotion of low-carbon development. 
http://en.tengrinews.kz/politics_sub/Kazakhstan-and-US-agree-to-cooperate-in-reduction-of-emissions-20572/

KAZAKHSTAN, RUSSIA AND UKRAINE SIGN PROTOCOL 
ON COOPERATION IN BAITEREK SPACE ROCKET COMPLEX

Heads of Kazakh, Russian and Ukrainian Space Agencies discussed cooperation issues and prospects of the 
Baiterek project implementation at the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on the basis of Ukrainian carrier 
rocket Zenith. Within the meeting the parties signed a protocol on joint operation of Zenith space rocket complex 
within creating Baiterek space rocket complex at the Baikonur Cosmodrome.
http://en.trend.az/regions/casia/kazakhstan/2169661.html 

Armenia on track to finalize Association Agreement
Full held meetings with top Armenian officials, including President Serzh Sargsyan, Prime Minister Tigran 
Sargsyan and Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian to discuss issues pertaining to the Eastern Partnership program 
as part of which Armenia is hoping to get Association and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area agreements 
with the 28-nation union soon.
http://armenianow.com/news/47572/armenia_eu_commissioner_stefan_fule_progress

Azerbaijan’s trade with Russia grows by over 38.4% in January-May
Azerbaijan’s trade with Russia reached 1.167 billion U.S. dollars in January-May 2013, or was up by 38.4 percent 
as compared with the same period last year. Azerbaijan’s imports from Russia stood at 623.4 million U.S. dollars, 
while exports were estimated at 543.4 million U.S. dollars.
http://indrus.in/news/2013/07/22/azerbaijans_trade_with_russia_grows_by_over_34_in_january-may_27415.html 

Kazakhstan to step up grain exports to Iran up to 2.5 million tons
This will be possible after Uzen-Gorgan railway line is commissioned. Central Asia, Caucasus and Western China 
are the perspectives areas for Kazakhstani grain exports. Currently, grain export to China amounts to 200 thousand 
tons, compared to only 15 tons exported in 2009.
http://www.blackseagrain.net/about-ukragroconsult/news-bsg/kazakhstan-to-step-up-grain-exports-to-iran-up-to-
2.5-mln-tons

Uzbekistan, Chinese Sign US$100 Million Investment Projects
Agreements on the implementation of 21 investment projects worth over US$100 million were signed during the 
Uzbek-Chinese Investment Forum on Special Industrial Zone Jizzak. The agreed investment projects include 
implementing solar water heating system (collector) production, establishing a joint venture for the production of 
energy-efficient LED lighting products, telecommunications equipment production, and building a textile complex 
for the dyed yarn and garment production.
http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/v7/wn/newsworld.php?id=961259
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Disclaimer: ESCAP does not guarantee the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of any of the news items 
obtained from the external sources linked to in the above message. All news items are provided for 
informational purposes only and all copyrights remain those of the respective copyright holders. The 
views represented therein reflect those of the authors and not that of ESCAP or any of its member states.

Your valuable feedback is welcome and greatly appreciated. Please send your comments or suggestions to: 
escap-sonca@un.org.

You are receiving this email because you are in our contact database. If you wish to be removed from the 
list please contact us.
Our mailing address is:
ESCAP Subregional Office for North and Central Asia
68A, Amangeldy Street
Almaty 050012
Kazakhstan
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September
17-19 September 2013
Fourth International Forum: Energy for Sustainable Development 
Location: Tbilisi, Georgia
Organizer(s): Government of Georgia, UNECE, ESCAP and UNDP

30 September to 1 October 2013
International Conference on Green Bridge Partnership Programme
Location: Astana, Kazakhstan
Organizer(s): Government of Kazakhstan

October
8-9 October 2013
Aid for Trade, PWG on Trade
Location: Dushanbe, Tajikistan

8-10 October 2013
Training on monitoring and fostering extreme weather events with special focus on water related 
events (ARM Gidrologa)
Location: Dushanbe, Tajikistan
Organizer(s): ESCAP

16-18 October 2013
Regional Ministerial Conference: “Regional Cooperation in the Area of Disaster Risk Reduction in 
Central Asia” 
Location: Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
Organizer(s): Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Kyrgyz Republic, Center for Disaster Response and 
Risk Reduction (CDRRR), United Nations Development Programme in Kyrgyzstan (UNDP), Embassy of 
Japan, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA),  German Agency for International Cooperation 
(GIZ), Central Asia Regional Risk Assessment (CARRA), Secretariat of the National Platform of the 
Kyrgyz Republic for Disaster Risk Reduction.

23-25 October 2013
Joint National Seminar - Building the capacity of SPECA countries to adopt and apply innovative 
green technologies for climate change adaptation
 Location: Astana, Kazakhstan
Organizer(s): ECE UNDA - ESCAP

22-23 October 2013
Expert Group Training on Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM): Sharing Subregional 
Best Practices and Experience (for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan)  
Location: Kyzyl-Orda, Kazakhstan
Organizer(s): ESCAP
 


