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  Introduction 

1. The Regional Advisory Programme provides advice and technical assistance of an 

operational nature to countries with economies in transition, notably to the most 

disadvantaged of these. It complements and reinforces the regular and extrabudgetary 

programmes in energy and housing.  

2. A biennial plan outlines technical assistance and capacity building activities in line 

with mandates given by the member States of the United Nations Economic Commission 

for Europe (ECE), either from the Committee on Sustainable Energy or from a member 

State. While the programme objectives are set forth in the strategic framework, there is 

flexibility to meet the demands of member States. 

3. Operational activities vary according to the needs of the recipient countries and the 

sub-regions, but invariably they involve a combination of the following:  

(a) Preparation and implementation of specific programmes, issue-oriented and 

sub-regional in nature; 

(b) Preparation of project proposals for donor funding (international 

organizations or countries); 

(c) Development and preparation of substantive studies on policy issues and 

energy strategies;  

(d) Implementation of capacity and institutional building programmes and 

training; 

(e) Organization of workshops, seminars and other group meetings;  

(f) Consultative and advisory missions; and  
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(g) Study tours.  

4. In line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, technical assistance 

activities support sustainable development in the energy sector. In this regard, training, 

workshops and transfer of best practices are the main forms of the advisory services 

provided by the Regional Adviser, with a primary focus on the countries of Eastern and 

South-East Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia. Since October 2016, the programmes 

on energy and housing have had one Regional Adviser dedicated to them. 

5. Current projects implemented by the Regional Adviser:  

(a) Promoting renewable energy investments for climate change mitigation and 

sustainable development (United Nations Development Account (UNDA)1 project in 

cooperation with the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

(ESCWA).  

(b) Sustainable Energy for All (SEforALL) in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 

Central Asia (UNDA project (in cooperation with the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 

(c) Application of biogas technology model for rural areas in Kyrgyzstan (field 

project sponsored by the Russian Federation). 

  Key advisory services and activities (October 2016 - 
September 2017) 

 I. Capacity building activities 

6. The Regional Adviser organized a seminar on: Enabling Policies to Promote 

Financing Renewable Energy (RE) Investments (in cooperation with ESCWA, 19-20 

October 2016, Baku, Azerbaijan). National case studies on policy reforms to promote 

renewable energy (RE) investments were completed for Georgia, Kazakhstan, Serbia and 

Ukraine. Nineteen participants from 12 countries of the ECE region attended the seminar, 

which focused on policy reforms to promote financing of RE investments by strengthening 

the capacity of national and local policymakers. Participants considered the case studies 

regarding RE policies, debated lessons learned from these case studies, and explored 

potential normative and institutional framework mechanisms and incentives to promote the 

formation of RE markets in their countries.  

7. The Regional Adviser organized a workshop on Developing a Regional Renewable 

Energy Investment Pipeline (in cooperation with ESCWA, 13 June 2017, Astana, 

Kazakhstan). Thirty experts from the ECE region participated in the workshop. The event 

explored best practices to reduce project risk and secure the foreign investment required for 

RE project implementation. The invited experts presented best practices in Canada and the 

Czech Republic. Project developers described their projects and discussed risks, potentials 

and opportunities in their countries for renewable energy upscaling, regulatory and policy 

requirements for promoting RE investments at the national level. Representatives of the 

governments presented existing frameworks in their countries, as well as key regulatory and 

  

 1  UNDA (UN Development Account) is a capacity development programme of the UN Secretariat 

aimed at enhancing capacities of developing countries in the priority areas of the 2030 Agenda. 

UNDA funding assists implementing entities to put into operation their vast knowledge and know-

how and deliver capacity development assistance on the ground in project beneficiary countries. 
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policy options, effectiveness of policies, government institutions and incentive 

mechanisms.  

8. The Regional Adviser conducted two training sessions of national officials and 

experts responsible for sustainable energy data collection (in cooperation with ESCAP, 

13 June 2017, Astana, Kazakhstan). Forty-six participants from nine countries2 considered 

to be economies in transition attended the first training in Astana. Thirty-two participants 

from five targeted countries attended the second training. The training sessions focused on 

methods for collection, verification, aggregation and reporting of data, as well as statistical 

indicators relevant for monitoring of sustainable energy development. The goal of the 

training was to increase the national experts’ knowledge of relevant best practices on 

collection and monitoring of national data on sustainable energy in compliance with 

international standards. With this training, national experts strengthened their capacity to 

organize data collection in their countries in accordance with the United Nations 

Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics. Country representatives and national 

consultants presented overviews of sustainable energy statistics in Azerbaijan, Belarus, 

Georgia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. The role of energy statistics in achieving 

sustainability was presented by speakers from international organizations and the private 

sector, including the International Energy Agency (IEA), BP, United Nations Statistics 

Division (UNSD) of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

(DESA), and Services Industriels de Genève. The ECE international consultant trained 

participants on the United Nations Official Principles of Statistics, on their relation to 

sustainable energy statistics, and on sustainable energy statistics in general. 

9. The twentieth session of the Working Group (WG) on Water, Energy and 

Environment of the United Nations Special Programme for the Economies of Central Asia 

(SPECA) was held on 20-21 October 2016, Baku, Azerbaijan, in cooperation with the ECE 

Environment Division and ESCAP. Given the close links between the energy, water 

management and environmental protection sectors, improved cooperation among the 

countries of Central Asia is crucial to achieving the relevant Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). This was the main conclusion of the twentieth session of the SPECA 

Working Group on Water, Energy and Environment organized by ECE and ESCAP. 

Upstream countries’ dependence on hydropower constrains water availability for irrigation 

in the downstream countries in the sub-region. This problem was openly and frankly 

discussed against the background of SDGs 6 (water) and 7 (energy). Several options to 

improve the situation such as reconnecting the Central Asian energy grid, increasing the 

share of renewables in the energy mix and increasing the efficiency of use of both energy 

and water were discussed. It was noted that the SPECA Working Group can provide a 

platform to support progress. The further development of nexus assessments in the water-

food-energy-ecosystems was seen as an opportunity. Participants in the twentieth session 

underscored the importance of the UN’s adoption in 2015 at the highest political level of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The participants acknowledged the 

importance of SPECA both in strengthening regional cooperation and in further integrating 

the region in global economy. The participants noted the significant potential for the 

SPECA Working Group to facilitate attainment of SDGs in SPECA countries. 

10. The twenty-first session of the SPECA Working Group (WG) on Water, Energy and 

Environment was held in cooperation with the ECE Environment Division and ESCAP on 

13 June 2017, Astana, Kazakhstan. Thirty participants attended the meeting, including 

delegations from Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

  

 2  There are five beneficiary countries under the project: Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, and 

Kyrgyzstan. Participants from four other countries (Armenia, Russia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan) 

participated without financial support from ECE/ESCAP.   



ECE/ENERGY/2017/16 

4  

Representatives of ESCAP, ECE, the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia 

(CAREC), the Interstate Commission for Sustainable Development (ICSD) of the 

International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea, the International Water Assessment Centre, 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and representatives of other 

organizations also participated in the meeting. Participants at this session stressed the 

importance of SPECA both in strengthening regional cooperation and in further integrating 

the region in global economy. The participants also noted the enormous potential of the 

WG to facilitate attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals in SPECA countries, and 

that the WG efforts to support attainment of the countries’ sustainability in water, energy 

and environment issues should be intensified. The participants agreed on the future role of 

the WG and supported the proposed projects "Central Asian energy cooperation on 

transboundary issues to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 7" (ECE and ESCAP) and 

"Supporting sustainable management of energy and mineral resources of Central Asia” 

(ECE). The WG endorsed the secretariat’s proposal to apply for sponsorship by the 

Government of the Russian Federation for implementation of the first project. 

11. The Regional Adviser assisted the ECE Housing and Land Management Unit of the 

Forests, Land and Housing Division to prepare a workshop on “Towards Smart Sustainable 

Cities – Integrated Approaches” (14 June 2017, Astana, Kazakhstan), which was held in 

cooperation with Swiss universities, the ZHAW Zurich University of Applied Sciences and 

the Copenhagen Centre on Energy Efficiency. The event discussed the benefits of 

integrated approaches, the role and use of technologies to realize smarter and more 

sustainable cities worldwide; highlighted existing networks and opportunities for cities that 

want to accelerate action; identified innovative solutions, including implementation models 

and finance opportunities, to energy challenges for cities; discussed the transformation of 

socio-technical energy and transport systems at the city level; and examined the role of 

energy infrastructures. It additionally showcased city-level solutions and innovations 

relating to energy efficiency that provide inspiration and replication models for other 

aspirational cities.  

12. The Regional Adviser prepared and conducted a two-week training course in 

Almaty, Kazakhstan from 31 October - 10 November 20163 on green energy for industry 

for Ph.D. and Master’s Students of the Department of Physics and Technical Science of the 

Kazak National University. The topics of the training were: Renewable Energy Sources: 

Markets and prospects for various technologies; Best practices for improving energy 

efficiency in industry; Renewable Energy for Industrial Applications; Will we ever stop 

using fossil fuels?; Energy efficiency - "Invisible fuel" for industry; Energy efficient 

buildings - the way to the future; Technological development trends: final energy 

consumption, electric power, renewable energy, fuel energy. Thirty students attended the 

training course. 

13. Under the UNDA project “Promoting renewable energy investments for climate 

change mitigation and sustainable development” assistance to project developers in 

preparing pre-feasibility studies and support of the process of drafting business plans to be 

submitted to domestic and international investors, banks, investment funds, and other 

financial institutions has been provided. Twenty-two project developers from thirteen 

countries prepared their proposals and received consultations on further development of 

their project proposals. A project developer from Kazakhstan has completed his pre-

feasibility study and submitted the proposal to various financial institutions. 

  

 3  Travel expenses of the Regional Adviser’s trip were paid by the Kazakh National University. 
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 II. Advisory services 

14. The Regional Adviser conducted: 

 1. Advisory mission to Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 26-29 April 2017 

15. The Regional Adviser undertook a mission to discuss cooperation between the ECE 

Sustainable Energy Division and the Government of Tajikistan and provision of support to 

national sustainable energy policies to meet SDG 7. Bilateral meetings were held with the 

Ministry of Energy and Water Resources, the Ministry of Industry and New Technologies, 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Project Management Group for Energy under the 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan.  

16. The Ministry of Industry and New Technologies requested ECE to provide technical 

advisory assistance to help the Ministry to conduct an assessment of the coal utilization 

potential for Tajikistan. In particular, the Regional Adviser was requested to formulate the 

requirements necessary to prepare a coal mine and coal utilization plants development 

assessment; a list of geological data necessary to perform various analyses to identify 

appropriate coal mining methods; and to undertake the technical analysis of the coal, all of 

which are necessary to identify the appropriate coal utilization technology and mode of 

operation. Additionally, the Ministry requested a review of world best practices on Coal-to-

Liquid technologies/projects.  

17. After discussions with the Ministry of Energy and Water Resources it was 

recommended to continue to conduct policy and institutional reforms for the sector, aimed 

at:  

(a)  Developing a legal and regulatory framework to outline the segments of the 

energy sector that are not open to privatization (e.g., large hydro power plants);  

(b)  Restructuring the power engineering sector to improve transparency, 

efficiency and involvement of private sector participation in the segments that are eligible 

for privatization (for example, power distribution companies);  

(c)  Raising the level of electricity tariffs toward full cost recovery to ensure the 

development of the power sector;  

(d)  Diversifying energy resources (first of all through the development of wind 

power); and  

(e)  Encouraging private sector participation.  

 2. Advisory mission to Yerevan, Armenia and participation in Electric Power Council 

(EPC) the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) sessions of Working Groups in 

environmental protection, on energy efficiency and renewable energy, 16-18 May 2017 

18. During meetings at the Ministry of Energy Infrastructure and Natural Resources of 

Armenia there were discussions on the implementation of SDG7 in Armenia and mutual 

cooperation, the status of the development of a national action plan to meet SDG7, in 

particular on growth of renewable energy projects, rehabilitation of the substations, and 

construction of combined cycle gas turbines and development of the electricity market. It 

was recommended that the Ministry should continue to conduct policy and institutional 

reforms for the sector, aimed at SDG7: (a) developing a legal and regulatory framework to 

promote energy efficiency and renewable energy projects; (b) developing a new model for 

the electricity market to promote the involvement of private sector participants; (c) 

diversifying energy resources (first of all through the development of renewables and 

nuclear plant); and (d) encouraging transboundary electricity trade with Iran (Islamic 

Republic of ) and Georgia. 
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19. It was noted that attracting foreign direct investment to construct new renewable 

energy generation capacities requires guarantees by the Government that include 

appropriate feed-in tariffs and power purchase agreements. Current construction of small-

scale renewables is implemented mainly through grants from international institutes.  

20. The Regional Adviser participated in the EPC CIS sessions of the Working Groups 

for environmental protection, energy efficiency and renewable energy. The sessions 

brought together government officials, researchers, private companies, international 

organizations (Eurelectric and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)), and 

other experts. The sessions discussed the experiences in renewable energy, energy 

efficiency and waste materials utilization in CIS countries. Staff members made a 

presentation on “Renewable energy market experience in western countries”.  

 3. Advisory mission to Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 10-14 July 2017 

21. During meetings with the Vice Chairman of the State Committee on Industry, 

Energy and Subsoil there were discussions on SDG7 implementation in Kyrgyzstan, on 

mutual cooperation and on participation of national experts in capacity-building activities 

of the ECE Sustainable Energy Division. It was noted that the Government’s request for 

assistance in preparation of the national energy efficiency policies should be part of the 

development of a national action plan to meet SDG7. There was a discussion on the list of 

projects for foreign investments opportunities for investors and how electricity tariffs are 

still a barrier to attracting investment. The Government of Kyrgyzstan requested a review 

of existing international experience on energy efficiency legislation and information on 

electricity tariffs in other Central Asian countries. On behalf of the State Committee, the 

Vice Chairman requested a workshop on the United Nations Framework Classification for 

Resources (UNFC) in Bishkek for national experts.   

22. It was recommended that the State Committee should continue to conduct policy and 

institutional reforms for the energy sector, aimed at: (a) developing a legal and regulatory 

framework to outline the segments of energy sector which are not open to privatization 

(most probably generation capacities of large hydro power plants); (b) restructuring the 

power engineering sector to improve transparency, efficiency and involvement of private 

sector participation in segments, which are eligible for privatization (for example, power 

distribution companies); (c) raising the level of electricity tariffs toward full cost recovery 

to ensure the development of the power sector; (d) diversifying energy resources (first of all 

through the development of wind power); and (e) encouraging private sector participation. 

23. It was noted that attracting foreign direct investment for new generating capacity 

requires guarantees by the Government that include appropriate feed-in tariffs and power 

purchase agreements. Current electricity prices and tariff policies do not encourage an open 

market approach to stimulate more efficient use of existing equipment and infrastructure in 

parallel with installing new power capacity.  

24. Discussion on mutual cooperation and future work of the SPECA Working Group 

on Energy, Environment and Water was held during the meeting with the Chair of the 

Group who stressed on the role of the WG as a platform for cooperation of SPECA 

countries on water-, energy- and environment-related SDGs through extensive exchange of 

information and sharing of best practice experiences. He proposed continuing ECE efforts 

to find sponsorship for potential projects "Central Asian energy cooperation on 

transboundary issues to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 7" (ECE and ESCAP) and 

"Supporting sustainable management of energy and mineral resources of Central Asia 

(ECE)". 

25. Meetings with a Director of the Energy Research Institute were devoted to 

development of renewable energy projects in Kyrgyzstan. In particular, the Director 
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presented the Institute’s experience and facilities. There was discussion on a potential wind 

power project near the town of Balykchi. The Regional Adviser presented on-going ECE 

projects, potential topics for cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and ECE, and findings on 

“Conjunctive Wind and Hydro Energy for Water Management in Kyrgyzstan.” A project 

proposal was developed by ECE and submitted for the Government’s consideration. 

26. Meetings with UNDP procurement resolved challenges related to the tender process 

to be conducted by UNDP for selection of a national contractor for the installation of a 

biogas unit near Kant town under the ECE project “Application of biogas technology model 

for rural areas in Kyrgyzstan”.  

27. The Regional Adviser visited two sites: (1) the location near Kant town selected for 

the development of a biogas pilot project under on-going ECE project “Application of 

biogas technology model for rural areas in Kyrgyzstan”; (2) an area in Balykchi town – 

potential site for a wind power project. 

28. The Regional Adviser is preparing information on electricity tariffs in other Central 

Asian countries to be submitted to the State Committee on Industry, Energy and Subsoil. 

 4. Advisory mission to Astana, Kazakhstan, 6-9 September 2017, including participation 

in XI KAZENERGY Eurasian Forum “Securing the Future of Energy”, Astana, 7-8 

September 

29. The Regional Adviser undertook a mission to discuss cooperation between the ECE 

Sustainable Energy Division and the Government of Kazakhstan and support for national 

sustainable energy policies to meet SDG 7. During meetings with the Vice Minister of 

Energy and ministry officials there were deliberations on the future work of the SPECA 

Working Group on Energy, Environment and Water, ECE support of a common electricity 

market in Central Asia, and involvement of experts from Kazakhstan in implementation of 

the ECE project “Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and 

Central Asia”. The meetings with the Vice Minister were focused on transforming the 

national concept on “Development of national fuel-power system till 2030” into a 

comprehensive national action plan to meet SDG7. The Vice Minister requested the 

preparation of an updated overview of world best practices on coal gasification 

technologies and projects. 

30. Together with the Director of the Sustainable Energy Division and a colleague from 

ESCAP, the Regional Adviser participated in consultations with national officials and 

experts. It offered an opportunity to share best practices for the development of national 

sustainable energy policies in Kazakhstan. These consultations helped the country to assess 

the applicability best practices to the national circumstances and develop national models 

for improvement of sustainable energy policies.   

31. The Regional Adviser participated in the XI KAZENERGY Eurasian Forum 

“Securing the Future of Energy”. He had meetings with a number of event participants. The 

Forum considered various aspects of sustainable energy development, including the world's 

best projects and technologies in the fields of energy saving, well-balanced use of 

traditional and alternative energy sources. The format of the event made it possible to 

maintain a high-level open and constructive dialogue on the international aspects of energy 

of the future. Future cooperation with KAZENERGY as a follow-up to the jointly 

organized Ministerial “Meeting the Challenge of Sustainable Energy” held in Astana on 11 

June 2017 was discussed with high-level KAZENERGY officials.   
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 III. Field projects 

32. The Regional Adviser is implementing a field project “Application of biogas 

technology model for rural areas in Kyrgyzstan” (sponsored by the Russian Federation). 

The objective of the project is to introduce a cost-effective green technology biogas model 

in the rural areas of Kyrgyzstan. The project delivers concrete renewable energy solutions 

for rural application and targets the rural community near Kant town in Kyrgyzstan. The 

objective of the project will be achieved by installation of a biogas unit. A capacity-

building workshop on small scale renewable energy solutions in Central Asian countries 

will be conducted following installation of the unit. The biogas plant with a methane tank 

of 25 cubic metres will produce around 116,650 cubic metres of biogas annually for heating 

purposes. Aside from biogas, the plant will produce 200 tonnes of organic fertilizers 

annually, which is sufficient to fertilize 200 hectares of arable farmlands. The production of 

bio-fertilizers will help replace mineral fertilizers and result in US$ 14,000 savings 

annually. Moreover, the methane produced will substitute 6.4 tonnes of diesel fuel, which is 

now used to heat farms and this will save US$ 3,120 annually. 

33. The Regional Adviser prepared terms of reference for the UNDP Kyrgyzstan 

country office, which on behalf of ECE arranged a tender for а biogas unit installation. The 

tender committee (UNDP and ECE officers) selected one of the candidates – a national 

institution – which has already started installation of the biogas unit. 

 IV. Fund raising4 

34. The Regional Adviser initiated, discussed with a donor and with the government of a 

beneficiary country, and raised funds (US$ 100,000) for the project “Application of biogas 

technology model for rural areas in Kyrgyzstan”. 

35. The Regional Adviser initiated the Energy Ministerial and Eighth Forum on Energy 

for Sustainable Development, which were held against the backdrop of EXPO 2017 “Future 

Energy” in Astana, Kazakhstan, 11–14 June 2017. The Regional Adviser conducted 

negotiations with the Government of Kazakhstan and KAZENERGY on a Host Country 

Agreement, which included financial support: travel (air tickets and hotel accommodation) 

for 10 UNECE officers and 5 members of bureaux of UNECE Expert Groups; provision of 

venue (EXPO Congress Centre) interpretation for all forum events, coffee-breaks and 

lunches for participants.  

36. The Forum opened with an Energy Ministerial Conference on “Meeting the 

Challenge of Sustainable Energy,” which was followed by a high-level plenary session with 

parallel workshops. Over 1,200 delegates from more than 80 countries attended the Eighth 

Forum. 

37. The Regional Adviser prepared a project document “Integrated energy and water 

resource management in support of sustainable development in South-East Europe and 

Central Asia” for funding from the UNDA Eleventh Tranche. Funds for implementation 

(US$ 490,000) are expected in March-April 2018. 

38. The Government of Azerbaijan provided in-kind contribution in the form of the 

venue and interpretation for the policy seminar on “Enabling Policies to Promote Financing 

Renewable energy Investments” and the twentieth session of the Working Group (WG) on 

Water, Energy and Environment, which were held within the framework of the Seventh 

  

 4  The ECE Sustainable Energy Division expresses its gratitude to the Governments of Azerbaijan, 

Georgia, Kazakhstan, and the Russian Federation for their support and contribution.  
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International Forum on Energy for Sustainable Development International Conference on 

Renewable Energy, Baku, Azerbaijan, 18-21 October 2016. 

39. The Regional Adviser secured an in-kind contribution from the Government of 

Georgia for the venue and interpretation of the second “Training of national officials and 

experts responsible for sustainable energy data collection”, which was held in Tbilisi, 11-12 

September 2017.  

 V. Cooperation with other UN entities  

40. The well-developed regional and sub-regional dimensions of the secretariat’s energy 

technical assistance activities focus on the development of cross-border cooperation for 

common problems and the sharing of best practices. The secretariat has been able to meet a 

growing demand for technical assistance activities through active cooperation with key 

partners, particularly the UN Regional Commissions and UNDP.  

41. The Regional Adviser worked in close cooperation with ESCAP, ESCWA, DESA 

and UNDP, in particular, during the period 2016-2017 in the implementation of UNDA 

projects. The Regional Adviser has additionally been organizing sessions of the SPECA 

Working Group on Water, Energy and Environment jointly with ESCAP. Through 

cooperation arranged by the Regional Adviser, important administrative support has been 

provided by UNDP country offices in implementation of capacity-building activities and 

field project in the countries.   

 VI. Inter-divisional cooperation within ECE  

42. The Regional Adviser works in close cooperation with the ECE Environment 

Division, in particular in the preparation of the energy chapters for the Environmental 

Performance Reviews; in the provision of assistance on "water-food-energy-ecosystems 

nexus in the Syr Darya Basin" project; in the preparation of the workshop “Strengthening 

capacity of experts and government officials in the energy sector in transitioning to 

sustainable energy policy and practices based on the recommendations of the 

Environmental Performance Reviews”; and in jointly organizing sessions of the SPECA 

Working Group on Water, Energy and Environment. The Regional Adviser assisted the 

ECE Housing and Land Management Unit of the Forests, Land and Housing Division to 

prepare a workshop on “Towards Smart Sustainable Cities – Integrated Approaches”. The 

Regional Adviser also participates in the work of the ECE Working Group on Technical 

Cooperation.  

 VII. Immediate tasks 

43. As technical advisory assistance and in accordance with countries’ requests the 

Regional Adviser will: 

(a) Formulate the requirements necessary to prepare Coal Mine and Coal 

Utilization Plants Development Assessment such as a list of the geological data necessary 

to perform various analyses to identify appropriate coal mining methods, and coal technical 

analysis necessary to identify coal utilization technology and mode of operation (for the 

Government of Tajikistan).  

(b) Prepare a review of the world best practices on gas-to-liquid 

technologies/projects (for the Government of Tajikistan). 
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(c) Prepare recommendations of the national energy efficiency policies as a part 

of a national action plan to meet SDG7 (for the Government of Kyrgyzstan). 

(d) Provide the Government of Kyrgyzstan with information on electricity tariffs 

in other Central Asian countries.  

(e) Provide the Government of Kazakhstan with an overview of the world best 

practices on coal gasification technologies and projects. 

 VIII. The way forward 

44. Technical assistance activities in energy will focus on supporting policy dialogue, 

the exchange of best practices and facilitation of the use of energy sector performance 

indicators, which are in growing demand. The ECE Sustainable Energy Division meets this 

demand by supporting the sustainable development of energy services and infrastructure 

that promote generation and consumption of energy in an efficient, safe, secure and 

environmentally-friendly way. 

45. The focus on strengthening the capacity of the countries of Eastern and South-

Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia to implement relevant SDGs will remain the 

main task of the Regional Adviser, as demand necessitates, and subject to the availability of 

resources. 

46. Many of the technical assistance activities are planned and implemented in active 

cooperation with key international organizations and institutions, both within and outside of 

the UN system, and with business and academic communities and non-governmental 

organizations. Such partnerships maximize capacity-building outputs and bring additional 

expertise for member States. The ECE Sustainable Energy Division will continue to 

collaborate with international organizations and institutions and will actively seek partners 

in the implementation of technical assistance activities with the aim of increasing their 

effectiveness and avoiding duplication of resources. 

    


