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Open-ended Consultations on  
UNECE Work on Sustainable Energy:  

Addressing the real challenges 
 

Geneva, Palais des Nations, Salle XXVI, 27-28 May 2015, 10:00-18:00 
 

The second Geneva Energy Conversation precedes the meeting.  
You are invited to participate in a discussion about Scenarios for Sustainable Energy,  

26 May 2015, 18.30-20.00, Graduate Institute Geneva, Chemin Eugene-Rigot 2, Geneva. 
 

The UNECE region 
Ensuring sufficient, reliable and environmentally responsible supplies of energy for sustainable 
development is a key challenge for the countries of the UNECE region. The region produces 40% 
of the world's energy while consuming 45%, is home to important energy industries, produces 
nearly 50% of global economic output, and is dominant in the world’s financial infrastructure. 
Fossil fuels comprise 60% of primary fuel, making the UNECE region one of the largest emitters 
of greenhouse gases, accounting for about half of global emissions. There is no plausible 
scenario in which that share drops below 50% by 2050. The region nevertheless is striving to 
manifest itself as a leader in efforts to improve the environment while delivering on quality of life 
imperatives.  
 
The region is very diverse, comprising high and low income countries, countries that are energy 
rich and energy poor, and countries that are in the midst of economic transition. This transition is 
not “neutral”: a massive reversal of recent trends is required. How countries choose to develop 
and deploy technologies and place them along the energy value chain will make the difference for 
sustainable energy. All of these features contribute to an expanding international dialogue in order 
to develop efficient pathways towards a new, sustainable energy system. 
 

The Committee on Sustainable Energy 
In this context, the Committee on Sustainable Energy’s activities are conceived with a view to 
ensuring access to affordable and clean energy to all and to helping reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and the carbon footprint of the energy sector. Work is needed in three critical areas:  
 

 reconciling the reality of fossil fuels’ enduring share of the energy mix with the need to 
address climate change,  

 enhancing integration of the region’s energy markets, and 

 facilitating the transition to a sustainable energy system. 
 
Because the world is changing rapidly, governments cannot afford to gamble on specific 
technologies. The focus must be on the holistic, complementary energy system of the future and 
efficient pathways to get there. Due to its diversity, the region has an advantage and is able to 
contribute constructively to the current dialogues about energy for sustainable development. 
UNECE’s activities must be focused on the three critical areas in ways that are impactful, being 
both transformative and efficient in the transition. 
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What lies ahead 
2015 is an important year for the Committee and its six subsidiary bodies. The twenty-fourth 
session of the Committee, to be held on 18-20 November 2015 in Geneva, will seek the renewal 
of the Programme of Work for 2016-2017 for the Committee. Five groups of experts also need to 
prepare their work plans for 2016-2017. 2015 is also important on the international stage given 
the sustainable development goals and a post-2015 agreement to address climate change. 
Irreversible changes to the global energy architecture are coming and UNECE has a role to play 
as a platform for international dialogue. 
 

Open-ended Consultations on UNECE Work on Sustainable Energy: Addressing 
the real challenges 
The Open-ended Consultations on UNECE Work on Sustainable Energy offer the possibility for 
member States to review progress of the implementation of the programme of work 2014-2015 in 
preparation of the twenty-fourth session of the Committee. The informal Open-ended 
Consultations are addressed to dedicated experts from capitals with an appetite to shape future 
work that addresses in practical, concrete ways the challenges faced by member States. A 
strategic vision might include – but is not limited to – elements for systems thinking that can 
enable cross-sectoral integration, cost-effective development of integrated electricity systems, 
smart integration of variable renewable resources into the energy mix, deployment of carbon 
capture and storage to mitigate the unrelenting rise in coal use, guidelines for methane 
management, and implementation of the Hammamet Declaration.  
 
The meeting is an opportunity to examine the interconnections between capitals and the work of 
the Committee and to reinforce what remains fundamentally important in any undertaking: a solid 
strategy based on a vetted approach built on good data and indicators and well-chosen strategic 
alliances and partnerships between organizations and public–private engagement. In the end it is 
about successful examples that can be replicated and scaled up and about building long-lasting 
and impactful, sustainable systems. 
 
Member States are invited to explore their impressions of the work of the Committee and its 
subsidiary bodies, and to provide honest and constructive feedback about the value added of the 
subprogramme, what works and what does not, and why, so that relevant actors can deliver 
according to expectations.  
 
The results from a workshop on “Reaching sustainable energy in the UNECE region – Common 
understanding and critical uncertainties”, to be held on 26 May 2015, will inform the discussions of 
the Open-ended Consultations. The workshop will target twenty to thirty international energy 
experts interested in exploring a common understanding of energy in the region.  
Key questions are:  

 What do existing scenarios and studies tell us for the UNECE region?  

 How can the region attain its sustainable energy objectives.  
 
Please contact the secretariat if you would like to participate. 
 

Geneva Energy Conversation: Scenarios for Sustainable Energy 
The world is at a critical juncture to achieve a sustainable energy system. This evening event is 
the second of a series of energy conversations, that seeks to bring together Geneva based and 
international energy experts to discuss persistent questions related to sustainable energy and 
climate change from another angle. The aim is to propose innovative approaches or introduce 
elements for practical solutions with a view to share ideas that are inspirational, can change 
attitudes and contribute to a real energy revolution. 
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Tuesday, 26 May 2015 
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nd
 GENEVA ENERGY CONVERSATION 

 
 

18:30-20:00 
 
SCENARIOS FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY  
The Graduate Institute Geneva, Chemin Eugene-Rigot 2, Geneva 
7 min walk from the Palais des Nations, alternative: Tram line 15, one stop. 
 
The second in a series of energy conversations involving Geneva based and 
international energy experts, and organized jointly with The Graduate Institute Geneva, 
will focus on scenarios for sustainable energy.  
 
It offers the possibility to explore elements for solid scenario building, what scenarios 
can and cannot do and how to develop stories about possible energy futures. Reference 
will be made to existing models, instruments and results and panelists will be invited to 
share views about global energy challenges and stories on where the world is headed. 
 
The event is open to the public. Please register at cies@iheid.ch 

 
18:30-18:45 
 
 
 

Welcome 

 Michael Møller, Acting Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva  
         (tbc) 

 Philippe Burrin, Director of the Graduate Institute (tbc) 
 

18:45-19:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19:15-20:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
20:00 

Introductory presentation 
What do current scenarios tell us in energy? Have they been useful? 

 Cedric Dupont, Professor of Political Science and Director of Executive Education 
at the Graduate Institute 

 
   Keynote 

Where is the world headed in energy? Which disruptive factors exist? Which 
uncertainties? Which possibilities? 

 Dr. Bartosz Wojszczyk, President and CEO, Decision Point Global  
 
Moderated and interactive discussion with the panel and the audience 
The presentations will be followed by a panel debate, asking: 

 Is there a common understanding of sustainable energy? 

 What are the key drivers shaping the future? 

 What remains unknown? 

 How might the world respond to potential risks and uncertainties? 

 What are the limits of scenarios? 
 
Panel 

 Dr. Bartosz Wojszczyk  

 Sigurd Heiberg, chair, Petronavit a.s., Norway 

 Neil Hirst, Senior Policy Fellow for Energy and Mitigation at the Grantham  
          Institute, Imperial College London 

 
Moderator 

 Scott Foster, Director, Sustainable Energy Division, UNECE 
 
Close of event. 
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Wednesday, 27 May 2015 
 
Time Agenda item 

 
10:00-10:30 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

 Jürgen Keinhorst, Acting-Chair, Committee on Sustainable Energy 

 Scott Foster, Director, UNECE Sustainable Energy Division 
 

 
TAKING STOCK 
 
 This session is moderated by Jürgen Keinhorst, Acting-Chair, Committee on Sustainable Energy. 
 
10:30-11:30 

 
PROGRESS REPORTING I: the Committee and its six subsidiary bodies 
Panel discussion by the Acting Chair of the Committee and the chairs of the six subsidiary 
bodies (room documents): 

 How have activities contributed to attaining the sustainable energy goals in the UNECE 
region? 

 Key achievements over the period and impacts perceived 

 Outstanding deliverables and potential challenges ahead 

 Consequences for the work of the Expert Group and elements for work plans for 2016-2017 
(if applicable) 

 Recommendations for the Committee. 
 

11:30-12:00 Coffee break 
 

12:00-13:00 PROGRESS REPORTING II: cross-cutting issues 
Dialogue with member States 

 Impressions and feedback 

 Proposals to strengthen the deliverables and their output 

 Proposals to strengthen the involvement from capitals. 
 

13.00-15:00 
 

Lunch break 
 

 
13.30-14.30 

 
ENERGY TECHNOLOGY PERSPECTIVES 2015 
Recent publication by the International Energy Agency 
Lunch time presentation (room document) 

 David Elzinga, Programme Officer, UNECE Sustainable Energy Division (and lead author of 
the report before joining UNECE) 

English only. 
 

 
FUTURE UNECE SUSTAINABLE ENERGY STRATEGY 
 
 
 
 
15:00-18:00 

This interactive session is moderated by Scott Foster, Director, UNECE Sustainable Energy 
Division and contains a coffee break. 
 
ENERGY POLICY REALITIES IN EASTERN EUROPE, CAUCASUS, AND CENTRAL ASIA 
Presentation  and discussion (room document) 

 Thea Khitarishvili,  Senior Manager, Caspian and Black Sea Programme, Office of Global 
Energy Policy, International Energy Agency 

 
WHERE IS THE REGION HEADED IN ENERGY? 
Report back from the expert workshop “Reaching sustainable energy in the UNECE region – 
common understanding and critical uncertainties”, held on 26 May 2015 

 Neil Hirst, Senior Policy Fellow for Energy and Mitigation at the Grantham Institute, Imperial 
College London 
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DIALOGUE WITH MEMBER STATES 

 Short presentations by selected member States about national energy policies, gaps and  
challenges 

 Which common themes and critical differences exist in the region? 
  
 INNOVATIVE THINKING IN ENERGY 

 Presentation by Bartosz Wojszczyk, President and CEO, Decision Point Global  
 
HIGH-IMPACT AREAS 
Defining the niche for UNECE and suggestions for further work. Moderated discussion and 
brainstorming: 
 
Questions: 

 What are the right questions? 

 What would you like to know now that you do not know? 

 What are the major drivers shaping the future? 

 Which elements should the future strategic vision contain (room document)?  

 How can UNECE constructively build on its diversity? 

 Considerations for mandate renewal and work plans 

 Addressing the real challenges and defining high impact areas. 
 

18.00 Close of the day. 
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Thursday, 28 May 2015 
 
Time Agenda item 

 
 
PRIORITIES AND KEY PROJECTS 
 
 
 
10:00-11:30 

This session is moderated by a Bureau member of the Committee. 
 
CONSULTATION ON SELECTED ACTIVITIES I 
Update on selected activities and discussion:  

 Umbrella project concept note (room document). Secretariat 

 Proposal for exploring pathways for the UNECE region to attain sustainable energy 
for all. Jürgen Keinhorst, Acting-Chair, Committee on Sustainable Energy 

 Carbon capture and storage. Barry Worthington, Executive Director, The United 
States Energy Association, Chair of the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity 

Production from Fossil Fuels. 
 

11.30-12:00 Coffee break 
 

12:00-13:00 CONSULTATION ON SELECTED ACTIVITIES II 

 Methane management. Ray Pilcher, President, Raven Ridge Resources, Inc., Chair 
of the Group of Experts on Coal Mine Methane 

 Standards in energy efficiency. Tim Farrell, Copenhagen Centre on Energy 
Efficiency, Chair of the Group of Experts on Energy Efficiency 

 Implementing the Hammamet Declaration, progress scorecard. Secretariat 

 Twenty-first UNFCCC Conference of Parties in Paris (COP21). Secretariat. 
 

13:00-15:00 Lunch break 
 

 
13.30-14.30 

 
INTEGRATED ELECTRICITY SYSTEMS 
Lunch time discussion 

 Barry Worthington, Executive Director, The United States Energy Association, Chair of 
the Group of Experts on Cleaner Electricity Production from Fossil Fuels 

 Secretariat 
English only. 
 

 
OPEN-ENDED CONSULTATIONS ON SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 

 
 
 
 
15:00-18:00 

This session is moderated by Jürgen Keinhorst, Acting-Chair, Committee on Sustainable 
Energy. 
 
OPEN-ENDED CONSULTATIONS ON SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
Dialogue with member States. Drawing conclusions, including: 

 How can outreach and visibility of the work of the experts groups and the Committee 
be strengthened? 

 Confirming the vision for the Committee beyond 2015 

 Agenda points for the twenty-fourth session of the Committee  

 Draft Programme of work 2016-2017 and considerations for mandate renewals 

 Impressions and feedback from the member States 

 Summary and next steps. 
 

18:00 Close of the Open-ended Consultations. 
 


