
 

GE.12- 

Economic Commission for Europe 

Committee on Sustainable Energy 

Twenty-first session 
Geneva, 28-30 November 2012 

Item 8 of the provisional agenda 

Programme of work, biennial evaluation, strategic framework 

  Draft Strategic Framework for 2014-2015 of the 
subprogramme on Sustainable Energy 

  Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

The note provides the Strategic Framework for the biennium 2014–2015 of the United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe Sustainable Energy subprogramme. It defines 

the objective of the subprogramme, expected accomplishments, performance measures, a 

strategy and external factors as well as the legislative mandates for its work. The Strategic 

Framework of the Sustainable Energy subprogramme has three main areas of work linked 

to the expected accomplishments: 

 Improved international dialogue among governments, industry and other 

stakeholders on sustainable energy issues, in particular, energy security, energy 

affordability and energy-related environmental impacts 

 Improved overall energy efficiency, including energy efficiency market 

formation across the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe  

(UNECE) region 

 Strengthened formulation and implementation of UNECE recommendations/ 

guidelines, best practices and other normative instruments for sustainable 

energy development 

At its forty-eighth meeting on 11 January 2012, the EXCOM took note of the revised draft 

of the ECE Strategic Framework 2014-2015 as contained in Informal document 2012/1, on 

the understanding that the secretariat would send this version to UN Headquarters at this 

stage and that the EXCOM reserved the right to introduce changes to it after the completion 

of the review process. 

This document, which is an extract of the Strategic Framework, contains the 

Subprogramme 5 on Sustainable Energy. The document is presented for information to the 

21st session of the Committee on Sustainable Energy 
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Objective of the Organization: To move towards a more sustainable development path 

for the production and use of energy and the fuller integration of the energy 

infrastructure and energy markets of the countries in the region 

Expected accomplishments of the secretariat Indicators of achievement 

(a) Improved international 

dialogue among governments, 

industry and other stakeholders on 

sustainable energy issues, in 

particular, energy security, energy 

affordability and energy-related 

environmental impacts 

 

(a) (i) Increased percentage of participants 

who contribute to policy discussions on securing 

affordable and sustainable energy  

 Performance measures 

 2010–2011: 70 per cent 

  Estimate 2012-2013: 72 per cent 

 Target 2014–2015: 74 per cent 

 (ii) Increased percentage of respondents to 

a web-based survey on sustainable energy issues 

who find participation in policy dialogue useful 

 Performance measures 

 2010–2011: 65 per cent 

 Estimate 2012–2013: 70 per cent 

 Target 2014–2015: 75 per cent 

(b) Improved overall energy 

efficiency, including energy efficiency 

market formation across the UNECE 

region 

 

 

(b) (i) Increased number of energy efficiency 

investment projects developed under the ECE 

energy efficiency 21 programmes that have been 

approved for financing in economies in transition 

 Performance measures 

 2010–2011: 16 projects 

 Estimate 2012–2013: 18 projects 

  Target 2014–2015: 20 projects 

 (ii) Increased number of national 

representatives and experts able to identify, develop 

and submit project proposals for energy efficiency 

investments 

 Performance measures 

 2010–2011: 180 

 Estimate 2012–2013: 200 

 Target 2014–2015: 220 

(c) Strengthened formulation and 

implementation of UNECE 

recommendations/guidelines, best 

practices and other normative 

instruments for sustainable energy 

development 

 

(c) (i) Increased number of countries that 

apply the United Nations Framework Classification 

for Fossil Energy and Mineral Resources in their 

fossil energy and uranium resources management 

 Performance measures 

 2010–2011: 10 countries 

 Estimate 2012–2013: 11 countries 

 Target 2014–2015: 14 countries 

 (ii) Increased number of capacity-building 

events to disseminate coal mine methane best 

practices globally 

 Performance measures 

 2010–2011: 3 

 Estimate 2012–2013: 4 

 Target 2014–2015: 6 
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 I. Strategy 

1. Responsibility for the subprogramme is vested in the Sustainable Energy Division. 

The subprogramme will promote cooperation and policy dialogue among governments, 

energy industries and other stakeholders to foster sustainable energy development in 

member States. The focus of the subprogramme will be on securing an affordable and 

sustainable energy supply and enhancing progress towards a sustainable energy future in 

the region. The subprogramme will engage with all members of the United Nations energy 

community across the range of its activities, with special attention to global processes and 

mechanisms. UNECE will also engage with other regional commissions to accelerate the 

uptake of economic energy efficient technology, to support cost-effective programmes and 

policies for new and renewable energy sources, to improve the economic productivity of 

the full energy value chain, and to disseminate knowledge and approaches with global 

application.  

2. The subprogramme will work to improve the overall efficiency of the energy 

system, from source to use, in order to ensure full and fair access to energy services, 

improve the energy intensity of UNECE economies and reduce progressively the carbon 

intensity of the sector, including, among other things, the cost-effective introduction of new 

and renewable energy sources. The subprogramme will work to provide, as needed, policy 

support, capacity-building and performance benchmarking on energy productivity on behalf 

of member States. It will promote effective energy network systems across the region 

tailored to optimize operating efficiencies, improve overall regional cooperation and 

achieve sustained improvements in energy efficiency. UNECE will continue to coordinate 

its activities with other international organizations to ensure the efficient use of resources 

and avoid duplication. The subprogramme will support projects to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and will promote projects for gas infrastructure and transportation networks. In 

order to promote energy efficiency improvements and progress with new and renewable 

energy sources at the global level, UNECE will develop a more systematic exchange of 

experiences on capacity-building, policy reforms, performance benchmarking and 

investment project finance among countries of other regions, in cooperation with other 

United Nations regional commissions. The subprogramme will assist member States in 

integrating their energy economies and infrastructure more fully into the region and the 

global economy, increasing energy security, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting 

the cost-effective use of new and renewable energy sources, enhancing the performance of 

energy industries and contributing to the long-term supply of fossil fuels through the 

adoption of normative instruments. 

3. The subprogramme will contribute to the development, extension and 

implementation of UNECE policy recommendations and normative instruments and assist 

Member States through training programmes, technical assistance, preparation of 

investment projects, and monitoring and reporting on progress and performance.  

 II. External factors 

4. The subprogramme is expected to achieve its objectives and expected 

accomplishments on the assumption that at the national, regional and local levels, there is 

(a) political will and sufficient capacity to integrate environmental concerns in policy 

formulation and to implement national legislation transposing UNECE environmental legal 

agreements, and (b) sufficient awareness and participation of the public to promote the 

implementation of national and regional policies. 
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 III. Legislative mandates  

 A. General Assembly resolutions 

     

64/206 Promotion of new and renewable sources of energy  

65/125 Cooperation between the United Nations and the Eurasian 

Economic Community 

 B. Economic and Social Council resolutions 

 

2003/61 Future programme, organization and methods of work of the 

Commission on Sustainable Development 

 C. Economic and Social Council decisions 

 

1997/226 United Nations International Framework Classification for Energy 

Reserves/Resources: Solid Fuels and Mineral Commodities  

2004/233 United Nations Framework Classification for Fossil Energy and 

Mineral Resources 

    

 


