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Another Way of Looking at It
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UN Regional Commissions
• 5 Regional Commissions
• Role (ECOSOC Resolution 1998/46)

– Regional representative of UN ECOSOC
– Leadership role in promoting UN development agenda in 

respective region
– Promote regional cooperation with member states and other UN 

and non-UN organizations
– Only bodies which have convening authority of the UN to organize

regional intergovernmental meetings on development issues
– Combine analytic with normative work at regional level

• Commissions and implementing committees consists of 
member states

• Staffing and day-day operations carried out through the 
Secretariat (Secretary General)
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UNECE by Sectoral Committee

ECE Committee on Sustainable Energy

Gas Centre

Ad Hoc Group of
Experts on Supply
and Use of Gas

Steering Committee of the Energy
Efficiency 21 Project

Ad Hoc Group of Experts on
Cleaner Electricity Production
from Coal and Other Fossil Fuels

Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Coal
Mine Methane (CMM)

Ad Hoc Group of Experts on
Harmonization of Fossil Energy
and Minerals Resources
Terminology*

Task Force on the Economic Benefits
of Improving Mine Safety through
Extraction and Use of Coal Mine
Methane

Task Force on Implementation of EU
Gas Directives

Task Force on Gas Transportation
and Tariffs (Gate 2010)

Task Force on Gas Transportation
Pipelines

Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Energy
Efficiency Investments for Climate
Change Mitigation

Working Party on Gas

Committee on Sustainable Energy

Energy Security Forum*

Database Technical Committee

• Committee is the principle 
intergovernmental body

• Sustainable Energy 
Division supports the work 
of CSE

• AHGE on CMM created in 
2004 because ECE region:
– Accounts for 38% of global 

coal production
– Generates 40% of global 

CMM emissions
– Many coal industries in the 

region face significant work-
related and public safety risks 
due to methane
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Relevant ECE Working Bodies
below Committee Level

Working Parties (e.g., Working Party on Gas)
• Intergovernmental bodies - government representation
• Report to Committee, ECE, or ECOSOC
• Greater permanence 
• 5 yr mandates

Expert bodies (AHGEs, Forums,etc; e.g. AHGE on CMM
• Government & Non-government technical/policy experts
• Report to Working Party or Committee
• Can address specific issues or provide general expertise
• Flexibility to focus on regional or global issues 
• 2 yr mandates

Task Forces (e.g., Mine Safety)
• Government & Non-government technical/policy experts
• Report to Working Party, Group of Experts or Centre
• Address very specific issues 
• Mandate set by appropriate governing body

Centres (e.g., Gas Centre)
• Quasi-independent with membership specified
• Membership can be government and non-government
• Relies on extra-budgetary funding
• Reports to Committee or Working Party
• More flexibility for private sector/NGO participation
• Mandate generally dependent on funding

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEES


