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Task Force on Application of UNFC-2009 to Renewable Energy Resources1  
Terms of Reference 

Date of Issue: 18 October 2013 
 

I. Background 
 
1. An industry-led working group (Renewable Reserves Working Group) took the 
initiative in 2012 to develop a transparent and consistent estimation and classification 
methodology for renewable energy resources.  The Renewable Reserves Working Group has 
laid out the basic principles for this methodology in a number of draft documents and white 
papers. 
 
2. At the fourth session of the UNECE Expert Group on Resource Classification (EGRC) 
held in Geneva, April 2013, there was further discussion on the application of the UNFC-
2009 to Renewable Energy resources.  The Expert Group agreed that a Task Force should be 
established to continue the initiative of the Renewable Reserves Working Group and to 
propose specifications for the application of the UNFC-2009 to Renewable Energy 
Resources.  With reference to paragraph 89(G) from the EGRC April 2013 Meeting report: 
 
[Quote]  
(G)        Application of UNFC-2009 to renewable energy projects  
Description: Renewable energy resources increasingly provide sustainable and much needed 
fuel and power globally. As the renewable industry becomes a fully commercialized sector, it 
is important to quantify in a common and transparent way the amount of resources 
contributed both at a project level and to the regional and global energy systems. This must 
be undertaken in a way that allows a comparison with other energy resources using common 
frameworks. If UNFC-2009 could also be applied to renewable energy resources, this would 
for the first time allow development of a classification system for renewable and non-
renewable projects and improve the view of energy sustainability. A general classification 
system for renewable energy does not currently exist worldwide.  
Work to be undertaken: Produce a written assessment of how UNFC-2009 can be applied 
to renewable energy resources with an accompanying timeline for each of the deliverables. 
The Bureau will establish a Task Force on Renewable Resources with a number of renewable 
technology specific sub-task forces.  
Deliverables: Establishment of a Task Force on Renewable Resources and sub-task forces as 
appropriate. A written outline of how the application of UNFC-2009 to renewable energy 
resources will be accomplished with a timeline for each deliverable will be circulated to the 
Expert Group and outputs made available on the ECE website prior to submission to the 
Committee on Sustainable Energy.  
Timeline: By 1 November 2013 for submission to the twenty-second session of the 
Committee on Sustainable Energy. 
[Unquote] 
  

                                                           
1 The Task Force is a subgroup of the Expert Group on Resource Classification 
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II. Mandate 
 
3. The Phase One objectives of the Task Force on Application of UNFC-2009 to 
Renewable Energy Resources (the “Task Force”) are: 
 

(a) To formulate a proposal for the application of the UNFC-2009 to Renewables. 
This fulfils the role of “... written outline of how the application of UNFC-2009 to renewable 
energy resources will be accomplished...” as referenced in the EGRC Programme of Work. 
Timeline: submission to the Committee on Sustainable Energy by 1 November 2013 
following approval by the Bureau of the Expert Group.  Outputs will be made available on 
the UNECE website prior to submission. 

 
(b) In parallel with 1 above, to develop a set of specifications for the application 

of the UNFC-2009 to Renewables.  It is envisaged that this will consist of an overarching 
Renewable Specification document, together with commodity-specific specifications and a 
conversion document that will outline the conversion principles across energy metrics to 
support a consistent comparison and reporting of various energy resources. 
Timeline: by 29 January 2014 to make available in English/French/Russian2 for the Expert 
Group on Resource Classification fifth session, 29 April - 2 May 2014. 
 
4. The Task Force will develop a suitable programme of work for the development of the 
commodity-specific specifications, including identifying the initial priority documents, with 
the provisional aim of presenting these at the fifth session of the Expert Group, following 
which it is envisaged an appropriate public consultation period of two months minimum 
would be undertaken.   The schedule for subsequent specifications will be developed. 
 
5. The specification documents will leverage the work done previously by the Renewable 
Reserves Working Group.  In its work programme, the Task Force will list the technologies 
for which, in this first phase, commodity-specific specifications will be developed. The work 
programme will also include the timeline towards public consultation and will be submitted 
to the Bureau of the Expert Group for approval. 
 

 
 
6.  The Task Force may develop a pilot programme to assist with the development of the 
methodology and to ensure that it is fit for purpose in real world situations. Communication 
and promotion of the proposed methodology is not part of its current scope. 

                                                           
2 Back-up is 1 April 2014 for English only 
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7. The Task Force will not work on disclosure requirements as these are outside the 
Expert Group mandate and covered by financial and regulatory groups. 
 
8. A possible revision of the draft specifications based on public comments will be part 
of Phase Two and subject to an updated Terms of Reference and work programme, to be 
approved by the Bureau and subsequently the Expert Group. 
 

III. Membership 
 
9. The Phase One Task Force consists of the following members: 
 
• Leesa Carson 
• Raffaella Cristanetti 
• Frank Denelle (Task Force Chair) 
• Gioia Falcone 
• James Primrose 
• Bernard Seiller 
• Danny Trotman 
 
Observers: Expert Group Chair and UNECE secretariat 
 
10. The Task Force has the authority to appoint additional members as needed to ensure 
stakeholder management and to complete its work, particularly for the work groups that will 
be responsible for the commodity specific specifications. 
 

IV. Meetings 
 
11. The Task Force will have at least one annual face-to-face meeting and will meet 
virtually on a monthly basis (or more frequently if required) to discuss progress and agree 
next steps.  Concise Minutes of Meeting will document decisions and actions taken during 
the meeting, and will be shared with the Bureau of the Expert Group. 
 
12. Separate meetings will be required for the work groups that will be responsible for the 
commodity specific specifications.  Each of these work groups will be chaired by one of the 
Task Force members. 
 
13. The Task Force Chair is responsible to inform the Bureau of the Expert Group when 
appropriate or required. 
 

V. Reporting 
 
14. The Task Force reports to the Bureau of the Expert Group between annual meetings.  
All outputs of the Task Force are to be reviewed and approved by the Bureau prior to 
submission to the Expert Group for review and approval.  The Task Force will report 
annually on its work to the Expert Group.  
 
 
 

************ 
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