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Member Country Delegates, 
Distinguished Guests, 
 
I would like to welcome you all to the OPEC 
Secretariat for this Seminar on the Application of the 
United Nations Framework Classification for Energy 
Reserves/Resources in OPEC Member Countries.  
As we have organized an informative – and rather 
intensive – programme on this issue, I promise to 
limit myself to two specific tasks. 
 
Fortunately, I have already somewhat accomplished 
the first, which is to welcome both the presenters and 
the participants to our seminar today.  I would like 
to give a special welcome to Mr. Slav Slavov, Special 
Advisor to the Director of the Division of Sustainable 
Development at the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (UNECE).  I would also like 
to welcome all of the experts participating here today 
from organizations, companies and government 
agencies cooperating with the UNECE, who will be 
given presentations on different aspects of this issue.  
Of course, I would also like to welcome the delegates 



here today, who have come to learn more about a 
topic potentially of great interest to our Member 
Countries. 
 
My second task is to thank the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe for the initiative to hold this 
seminar at the Secretariat.  This is the second such 
seminar by the UNECE to enhance awareness of the 
new classification framework and to gather a broad 
range of inputs, especially from the producer 
nations, before the finalization of the system.  
Today’s seminar is another example of continuing 
efforts by the Secretariat to work with other 
international organizations in furthering the 
interests and views of its Member Countries.  We are 
pleased, in particular, to work with yet another UN 
agency in our efforts to enhance cooperation. 
 
Now, with my two tasks completed, I would like to 
turn the floor over to Dr. Al-Tayyeb, Head of the 
Data Services Department, who will provide an 
overview of the day’s programme. 
 
May I wish you all an informative and interesting 
seminar. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


