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Distinguished Colleagues, 
 
The UNECE Committee on Sustainable Energy decided to establish the Ad Hoc 
Group in November 2001 after considering the successful work of the UN Task 
Force on the International Framework Classification for Solid Fuels and Mineral 
Commodities (UNFC). You will recall that the purpose was to translate existing 
commodity classifications and definitions to the UNFC and thereby achieve a 
harmonization between the energy commodities coal, petroleum (oil and gas) 
and uranium, and between these commodities and other mineral commodities. 
 
I would like to recognize the members of the Task Force, and in particular its 
Chairperson, Dietmar Kelter of Germany. The work they have done, with 
generous support from BGR, the Federal institute of Geosciences and Natural 
Resources in Hanover, Germany have provided the Ad Hoc Group with an 
excellent platform for its work.  
 
The Ad Hoc Group was formed at its first session on the 12th and 13th of June 
last year. Its bureau consisted of: 
 
Chairperson: Sigurd Heiberg, Norway 
Vice Chairpersons: Thomas Ahlbrandt, USA; Andreij Subelj, Slovenia and Oleg 
V. Zaborin, The Russian Federation. 
Secretary: Slav Slavov, ECE 
 
Most unfortunately, Dr. Zaborin died earlier this year. This was a loss to us all.  
 
Subgroups were formed for coal, petroleum and uranium. Their chairmen were: 
Coal: Andrej Subelj, Slovenia 
Petroleum: Per Blystad, Norway 
Uranium: Jean René Blaise, IAEA. 
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The Petroleum Group was charged with harmonizing the petroleum 
classification issued jointly by the Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE), World 
Petroleum Congresses (WPC) and The American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (AAPG) with other classifications by use of the UNFC. 
 
A workshop was arranged in Tyumen, Siberia on the 9th and 10th of September 
to examine issues related to a possible reformation of the Russian petroleum 
classification. Members of the Ad Hoc Group assisted. This was a rewarding 
exercise. Thanks are due to Tatiana Krasilnikova and our host, the  Ministry of 
Natural Resources, for arranging this event. 
 
The Petroleum Group met in Stavanger, Norway on the 23rd and 24th of 
September immediately preceding an open meeting of the SPE in the same 
premises. A report on the UNFC was given in public and the relevant issues 
discussed. Thanks are due to members of the Petroleum Group, its Chairperson, 
Per Blystad and the Norwegian Petroleum Directorate for their support. 
 
The Uranium Group met in Beijing, China on the 24th and 25th of September 
with representatives of all major uranium producing countries (with very few 
exceptions). Again I would like to thank the group, its chairperson Jean René 
Blaise, and the IAEA for their excellent contributions. 
 
The report of both groups has been made available by the ECE.  
 
The Task Force had completed the work of the coal group prior to the 
establishment of the Ad Hoc Group. The role of the coal group has been to 
monitor the activities in the other groups. In the process, the Ad Hoc Group has 
received invaluable advise from the chairperson, Adrej Subelj of IRGO, 
Ljubljana, and from the chairperson of the Task Force, Dietmar Kelter.  
 
The Ad Hoc Group reviewed, at its meeting in November last year, the efforts 
made and reported them to the Committee on Sustainable Energy Development. 
The Committee adopted the report, strengthened the conclusions and requested 
the Ad Hoc Group to proceed actively.  
 
Consequently, the following has been prepared: 

• UNECE submitted a proposal to the WEC secretariat on the 3rd of April 
2003, developed in consultation with the Bureau of the Ad Hoc Group. 
This is currently under review by the WEC secretariat. 

• A first important regional seminars was hosted by the Minister for Natural 
Resources of the Russian Federation on the 24th and 25th of April.  

• We are thankful to the OPEC Secretariat for hosting this second regional 
seminar.  
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• The UNFC will be presented at the EAGE conference in Stavanger, 
Norway in June by Mr. Blystad, the AAPG conference in Barcelona in 
September by Mr. Ahlbrandt, and at the SPE Annual Technical 
Conference and Exhibition in Denver in October. 

• A third session of the Ad Hoc Group will take place in Geneva on the 30th 
and 31st of October to consider the case studies and comments on the 
suitability of the UNFC. Develop recommendations to this committee on 
Sustainable Energy with respect to further actions on that basis. 

1 Conclusion 

From the generous support we have from the ECE, the Committee on 
Sustainable Energy Development and our host, we have every reason to devote 
ourselves to two days essential presentations and discussions, on the background 
of the achievements of the ECE under the able management of Mr. Slav Slavov 
over a sustained period of time.  
 
I will be listening with attention, hoping to hear the development of a strong 
consensus on very sound views by the time we meet in October.  
 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
                                                                 


