
 

 

 

 

The Sustainability Credentials of Coal 
and its Role in the UN Sustainable Development Goal 7 

Salle IX, Palais des Nations, Geneva, Wednesday, 26 October 2016 
 

Coal typically is viewed as the least sustainable fuel source for electricity generation and industrial use. The 
negative health and environmental impacts of coal production and consumption are severe and must be 
addressed. However, detractors often fail to acknowledge the important role coal has played in lifting entire 
populations from poverty or the scale to which coal is integrated into society through the provision of jobs to 
large communities in a number of countries. It is in this context that the Workshop will discuss barriers to 
improving the sustainability credentials of coal and a pathway whereby they can be considered as part of the 
overall clean energy mix while delivering on the social, economic and environmental pillars of sustainability 

 

Session A: The Regional Outlooks for Coal – Production and Use  
This session will highlight the scale of coal use in different regions, including recent trends and future outlooks. 
The sessionwill also highlight the role that coal power generation can play in providing access to electricity. This 
will set the context for discussions on solutions to improve the sustainability of coal. 
9:00 – 10:00 Reception and Coffee  

10:00 – 10:45 Welcome Remarks and Introduction to the 
Workshop 

Scott FOSTER, Director Sustainable Energy 
Division, UNECE, Barry WORTHINGTON, Chair 
of CEP, US Energy Association 

10:45 – 11:15 Sustainable Use of Coal? Benjamin SPORTON, World Coal Association  

11:15 – 11:30 Q&A and Discussion  
  

Session B: Challenges to HELE Coal Technology: Cost, Capacity and Clean? 
This session will discuss specific barriers to the deployment of HELE technologies (including the comparison to gas 
technologies) such as limitations for GHG emission reductions, air quality, operational capacity & flexibility, and 
cost.  Both regional and global perspectives will be given.  
11:30 - 11:50 Flexibility Options and challenges Dr Colin HENDERSON, IEA Clean Coal Centre 
11:50 – 12:10 Key Drivers of Turkish Coal Policy Ms Mücella ERSOY, Turkish Coal Enterprises 
12:10 – 12:30 HELE Deployment Opportunities and Strategies Judd Swift, Synfuels Americas 
12:30 – 13:00 Q&A and Discussion  
  

13:00-15:00 Lunch Break; Coffee served from 14:30 
  

Session C: CCS: Pathways from HELE to CCS 
This session will discuss recent updates for CCS deployment and technology development. A significant discussion 
will be on CCSR and how it can provide a pathway to transition from HELE technology to CCS. 
15:00 – 15:20 Why CCSR and what does it look like? Jon GIBBONS, UK 
15:20 – 15:40 Storage assessments and gaps John SCOWCROFT, GCCSI 

15:40 – 16:00 ZEP Update on CCS Charles SOOTHILL, Technology Council, Chief 
Technology Office at General Electric  

16:00 – 16:30 Q&A and Discussion  
  

Session D: Policy pathways for Clean Coal: HELE, CCS and Biomass 
The session will highlight the policies needed to support the use of coal in regional and global energy systems in a 
climate constrained context and towards improved air quality. The session will highlight policy parity for CCS 
technologies, biomass use, as well as regional policies to support advanced coal power generation. 

16:30 – 17:00 Policy Pathways for a responsible continuation 
of fossil fuels Jonas HELSETH, Bellona 

17:00 – 17:30 Policy Parity Barry WORTHINGTON, USEA 
17:30 - 18:00 Discussion and Next Steps  

 

http://www.worldcoal.org/

