
On 25 September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly 

adopted a set of Global Goals for sustainable development.  

The Global Goals aim to end poverty, protect the planet,  

and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable  

development agenda.  

Goal 7 "Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable  

and modern energy for all": 

· By 2030, ensure universal access to affordable, reliable  

and modern energy services  

· By 2030, increase substantially the share of renewable  

energy in the global energy mix  

· By 2030, double the global rate of improvement  

in energy efficiency  

· By 2030, enhance international cooperation to facilitate  

access to clean energy research and technology, including  

renewable energy, energy efficiency and advanced  

and cleaner fossil-fuel technology, and promote investment  

in energy infrastructure and clean energy technology  

· By 2030, expand infrastructure and upgrade technology  

for supplying modern and sustainable energy services for all  

in developing countries, in particular least developed countries, 

small island developing States, and land-locked developing 

countries, in accordance with their respective programmes  

of support .  

For more information please visit:  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org ADDRESSES 
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Date 14 June 2017 

Time 16:00 - 17:30 

Type Panel Discussion  

Organizers International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

Description Policies have been instrumental in encouraging  

investments and in stimulating the rapid growth of the  

renewable energy sector over the past decade. To  

inform policy making, IRENA provides state-of-the-art 

analysis of enabling policy frameworks, spanning the 

entire renewable energy development cycle.  

In this session, IRENA will showcase its growing body of 
work on renewable energy policy design and provide the 
basis for sharing best practices and lessons learnt 

among different sector stakeholders.  

Realising Renewable Energy Targets 

and Commitments through Policies 
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Date 14 June 2017 

Time 14:00 - 15:30 

Type Session  

Organizers United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE), United Nations Institute for Training and  

Research (UNITAR), United Nations High Commission 

for Refugee (UNHCR), The Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 

Description Off-grid, rural, refugee and crisis settings are among the 

situations where diesel generators produce most of the 

electricity. Massive money is spent on purchasing,  

maintaining, and securing the diesel generators. Coupled 

with innovative business models that allow for the  

purchase of electricity, the readily deployable and cost 

competitive renewable energy technology options can 

provide a potential solution to the situation.  

This session will provide an overview of such situation 

and present cases from Tanzania, Djibouti and South 

Sudan.  

From Diesel Generators to Renewable 

Energy in the Context of Crisis 

12  

 12 June Page 

14:00 - 

15:30  

Findings of REN21 UNECE Renewable Energy Status 

Report 2017 

2 

16:00 -

17:30 

The Socio-Economic Benefits of Renewable Energies 3 

16:00 - 

17:30 

Aligning Renewable Energy and Energy  

Efficiency Policies (Track II) 
(
*

) 

4 

 13 June Page 

09:00 -

12:30  

Developing a Regional Renewable Energy  

Investment Project Pipeline in the ESCWA Region
 

5 

09:00 -

10:30  

Regional Cooperation on Renewable Energy in Central 

Asia (Track IV) 
(
*

)
  

6 

11:00 -

12:30  

System Integration of Renewable  

Energy from a Regional Perspective Energy (Track IV) 
(
*

) 

7 

14:00 -

17:30  

Developing a Regional Renewable Energy  

Investment Project Pipeline in the UNECE Region 

8 

16.00 -

17:30 

From Renewable Energy Pipeline Projects to  

Matchmaking  

9 

 14 June Page 

09:00 - 

10:30  

Matchmaking for Renewable Energy Investment 10 

11:00 -  

12:30  

Renewable Energy Finance 11 

14:00 -

15:30  

From Diesel Generators to Renewable Energy in the 

Context of Crisis 

12 

16.00 -

17:30 

Realising Renewable Energy Targets and Commitments 

through Policies 

13 

PROGRAMME 

(
*

)
: Sessions related to renewable energy that will be done in parallel in different tracks. 



 

 

Date 12 June 2017 

Time 14:00 - 15:30 

Type Session 

Organizers United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE), Renewable Energy Policy Network for the 21st 

Century (REN21) 

Description Reliable, timely and regularly updated data are essential for 

establishing energy plans, defining targets, designing and 

continuously adapting policy measures, and monitoring. 

REN21’s latest regional report, which is covering 17  

selected countries, including UNECE regions from South 

East and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia and 

the Russian Federation, highlights the enormous, yet often 

untapped renewable energy possibilities.  

This session will introduce key findings of the REN21 

UNECE Renewable Energy Status Report 2017, and  

provide further insights on the status and future of  

renewable energy in covered regions. 

Findings of UNECE Renewable  

Energy Status Report 2017 

2 

 

 

 

Date 14 June 2017 

Time 11:00 - 12:30 

Type Session  

Organizers International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA),  
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development  
(EBRD) 

Description According to IRENA’s publication on renewable energy 

investment in 2016, enabling national development banks 

and local financial institutions with effective financing  

vehicles, and facilitating the use of risk mitigation  

instruments are keys to attracting more private sector 

players and investment in renewable energy.  

With shared interests and experience, EBRD and IRENA 

are jointly hosting a panel session, to explore the  

renewable energy financing landscape and discuss  

various financial instruments and support schemes that 

could help improve access to finance at local level and 

mitigate risks.  

Renewable Energy Finance 
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Date 14 June 2017 

Time 09:00-10:30  

Type Session  

Organizers United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE), European Commission Technical Assistance 

Facility (EU-TAF) 

Description Building upon the sessions on 13 June, the event  

continues with a second set of country presentations to 

provide insights on the opportunities for increasing  

investments in renewable energy in the Central Asia, the 

Caucasus and Eastern Europe. 

The country presentations on Renewable Energy  

Investment Show  Cases and Prospects will then be  

followed by a round table discussion with panelists from 

different stakeholder groups, including investors, project 

developers and governments.  

A B2B room will be available from 10:30 for bilateral 

meetings 

Matchmaking for Renewable Energy 

Investment 

10 
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Date 12 June 2017 

Time 16:00 - 17:30 

Type Panel Discussion 

Organizers International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)  

Description Increasingly, governments see immense opportunities in 

the development of a renewable energy sector, with a 

potential to fuel economic growth, create employment 

opportunities and enhance welfare. Among the  

co-benefits of renewable energy deployment, job creation 

has received particular attention. IRENA’s latest report 

estimates that a total of 9.8 million people worldwide  

currently work in renewable energy. 

This session will explore the socio-economic benefits of 

transitioning to a sustainable energy future, and how 

these findings can apply to specific countries or regions. 

The Socio-Economic Benefits of  

Renewable Energies 



 

 

Date 12 June 2017 

Time 16:00 -  17:30 

Type Session 

Organizers International Energy Agency (IEA) 

Description According to IEA analysis, renewable energy and energy 

efficiency together will have to deliver three quarters of 

the emission reductions needed to reach global 2050  

climate targets. In addition, pursuing energy efficiency 

improvement and deploying renewables has many other 

economic, social and environmental benefits. This  

session will identify the opportunities for better integration 

and alignment of energy efficiency and renewable energy 

policies in the context of existing infrastructure,  

accommodating current technologies and avoiding 

stranding assets. 

 

Aligning Renewable Energy and Energy 

Efficiency Policies 

4 

 

 

 

Date 13 June 2017 

Time 16:00 - 17:30  

Type Session  

Organizers United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE), European Commission Technical Assistance 

Facility (EU-TAF), United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Western Asia (UN ESCWA) 

Description Contributing to the development of a regional renewable 

energy investment project pipeline, this event will facilitate 

a process that leads to the identification, financing and 

implementation of viable renewable energy investment 

projects in selected UNECE regions. It will bring together 

key decision makers, renewable energy project  

developers and owners, as well as financial institutions. 

The session will include country presentations on  

renewable energy projects, panel discussions and B2B 

meetings to promote investment projects. 

From Renewable Energy Pipeline  

Projects to Matchmaking 
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Date 13 June 2017 

Time 14:00 - 15:30 and 16:00 - 17:30 

Type Session  

Organizers United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Western Asia (UN ESCWA), United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

Description These sessions will discuss the renewable energy  

proposals and renewable energy issues in UNECE  

region. Main topics include: PPP on “Adopting  

international best practices to reduce project risk and  

secure the foreign investment5 required to achieve the 

transition to the Green Economy in Kazakhstan”,  

presentation of UNECE Project Development Portfolio, 

PPP on “Developing renewable energy investments in the  

absence/lack of adequate policy and regulatory  

environments”. 

The second part of the afternoon will bridge “From  

Renewable Energy Project Pipeline to Matchmaking”. 

Developing a Regional Renewable 

Energy Investment Project Pipeline in 

the UNECE Region 

8 

 

 

Date 13 June 2017 

Time 9:00 - 10:30 and 11:00 - 12:30 

Type Session 

Organizers United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Western Asia (UN ESCWA), United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

Description These sessions will discuss the renewable energy project 

proposals and renewable energy issues in the UN 

ESCWA region. Main topics include: presentations of UN 

ESCWA Project Development Portfolio, regulatory and 

policy requirements for promoting RE investments, panel 

discussion regarding key regulatory and policy options in 

UN ESCWA region. 

Developing a Regional Renewable  

Energy Investment Project Pipeline in 

the ESCWA Region 
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Date 13 June 2017 

Time 09:00 - 10:30 

Type Panel Discussion 

Organizers International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), United 

Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)  

Description Regional collaboration is instrumental in facing  

challenges and addressing barriers hindering accelerated 

uptake of renewables in Central Asia. Therefore, IRENA, 

in cooperation with other actors including UNECE, has 

initiated a regional consultative process to discuss the 

challenges and opportunities in this regard.  This  

consultative process will lead to the elaboration of a  

regional Action Plan for guiding future international 

support to the region in the upcoming years.  

This session will provide the opportunity to exchange 

views on how to implement the Action Plan, and identify 

the priorities for more accelerated development of renew-

ables in Central Asia.  

Regional Cooperation on Renewable 

Energy in Central Asia 

6 

 

 

 

Date 13 June 2017 

Time 11:00 - 12:30 

Type Session 

Organizers International Energy Agency (IEA) 

Description Since variable renewable energy technologies have  

certain unique properties, integrating them into power 

systems means understanding how they relate to other 

parts of the grid. 

In this session, the IEA will present examples of  

international best practice, based on its new manual for 

getting wind and sun onto the grid. Regional, country  

experts and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development (EBRD) will give their perspective on the 

challenges and opportunities for system integration in the 

region. 

System Integration of Renewable  

Energy from a Regional Perspective 

7 


