Dear All, 

At the kick-off meeting in Geneva in January I took on the task of analyzing the present state of implementation and use of Recommendation 6 in Norway. As a result I have had discussions with traders, transporters and Customs about their experience with the commercial invoice, and whether there is a need for changes in to make it more "up-to-date", especially for the purpose of electronic invoicing. 

Below you will find some points of view from the users on the present state of the commercial invoice as described in Rec. 6.

The general opinion is that the commercial invoice serves the needs of the trading community (i.e. importers / exporters, transportation, Customs) well. However, some proposals for improvements, which might also make it easier to accommodate the commercial invoice for electronic invoicing, was suggested: 

The importance of the commercial invoice for other target groups, such as banks and insurance companies, should be better underlined. For instance, the commercial invoice plays an important role in connection with documentary credid procedures. Steps should be taken to make sure the ongoing revision of documentary credid rules are not in conflict with UN Layout Key. 

There should be a better "linkage" between the commercial invoice and other trade documents, underlining the role as multi-function document. Ideally, the commercial invoice might replace documents like the Certificate of origin and (to a certain extent) also product certificates, and in many cases also the packing list. 

It should be considered to introduce a new field containing the customs product code, based on the HS nomenclature (6 digits), which is used for customs clearance. It should also be considered to introduce a code (ISO) for country of origin at line item level. Both these changes would make the paper based invoice more informative for users. The information would also be easy to implement electronically. Introduction of the HS code on the commercial invoice has been discussed with Norwegian Customs, who is positive to such a proposal (although it need not be made obligatory) - also for security reasons. 

The field "Amount" should be considered specified as "Amount and currency", according to ISO standard. 

I look forward to discuss the above and other aspects of electronic invoicing with you at the meeting in Brussels 4 April. 

Best regards

Bjørn 

