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REPORT OF THE FOURTH SESSION

1. The Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and Practices in

Adm ni stration, Commerce and Transport (CEFACT) held its fourth session in
Geneva from 14 to 15 Septenber 1998, under the chairmanship of M. Henri
Martre (France).

2. Participants in the neeting included representatives fromthe follow ng
countries:

Australia, Austria, Belgium Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic,
Denmar k, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, lran (lslamc Republic of),
Ireland, ltaly, Japan, Luxenmbourg, the Netherlands, N geria, Poland, Republic
of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden

Tuni sia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland and
United States of America. The European Union (EUywas al so represented.

The follow ng inter-governnmental organizations partici pated:

Bank for International Settlements (BIS) and the Wirld Trade Organi zation
(Wro .

The following United Nations bodies were al so represented:

GE. 98-
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The United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) and the
I nternational Tel ecomuni cations Union (ITU)

The foll owi ng non-governmental organizations partici pated:

Eur opean El ectroni c Messagi ng Associ ation (EEMA), International Article
Nunbering Associ ation (EAN) International Association of Ports and Harbours
(IAPH), International Organization for Standardi zation (1SO), Society for
Wor | dwi de | nt er bank Financial Tel ecomruni cations (S.WI.F.T.) and the United
Towns Agency for North-South Cooperation

3. Qobservers present at the invitation of the secretariat included
representatives fromthe Association of Committees on Sinplified Procedures
for International Trade within the European Comrunity and t he European Free
Trade Associ ati on (EUROPRO), El ectronic Comrerce Europe Association (ECEA),
Eur opean Board for EDI/EC Standardi zati on (EBES), International Federation of
I nspection Agencies (IFIA), Taipei ED FACT Committee (TEC)

Note to this report: In accordance with the procedure adopted under agenda
item 3, the texts for the decisions nade during this neeting were approved
prior to the close of the session. These agreed decisions are shown in
bol df ace type in the follow ng report.

ltem 1 - Adoption of the agenda

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 11 Report of the third CEFACT session

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 12/ Rev. 1 Provi si onal agenda for the fourth CEFACT
sessi on

4, The provisional agenda (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/12/Rev.1) was adopted.

ltem?2 - Election of Oficers

5. The delegation of Bulgaria nominated Mr. Henri Martre (France) as
Chairman of CEFACT. This nomination was seconded by the delegation of Korea
and Mr. Martre was unanimously elected.

6. One Vice-chair position for non-UN ECE nenber states was now enpty
following the retirement of M. Harvey Bates (Australia). The Pl enary
expressed its gratitude for the outstanding contribution M. Bates had made to
the formati on of UN CEFACT as well as to the work of its predecessor, WP.4 and
its meeting of experts, GE.1. He had been tw ce previously, the UN ED FACT
Rapporteur for Australial/ New Zeal and, a Vice-chair of GE.1 and its last Chair
He had al so made an essential contribution to the mgration of GE.1 activities
to UN CEFACT and the UN EDI FACT Worki ng G oup.
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7. The delegation of Australia nominated Mr. Raul Colcher (Brazil) as
Vice-Chair of CEFACT for non-UN/ECE member states. This nomination was
seconded by the delegation of Japan and Mr. Colcher was unanimously elected.

8. In recognition of the need to maintain geographical balance between
the two UN/ECE Vice Chairs, the importance of North America’s support for the
work of UN/CEFACT, and short term organizational issues in North America, the
Plenary decided to delay the election for the empty Vice-Chair for UN/ECE
member states until the March 1999 Plenary. However, if no North American
nomination for this position were to be forthcoming prior to 15 December 1998,
the secretariat was instructed to issue a general request to all delegations
for nominations.

9. Based on the procedure approved at the September 1997 Plenary for the
replacement of CEFACT Steering Group members who resign during their terms of
office, which gives the original nominating delegation the first option for
nominating a replacement to finish the term of the resigning member; Mr.
Pierre Georget (France) was confirmed by the Plenary to replace Mr

Claude Chiaramonti (France) and Ms. Adriana Sirzea (Romania) was confirmed by
the Plenary to replace Mr. Dimitrache Dima (Romania).

10. The Plenary then al so recogni zed the | ong-standi ng comm tmment and
significant contributions of M. Dima and M. Chiaranonti to UN CEFACT s work.
M. Dima was the head of the Romanian del egation for many years, a vice-chair
of GE.2, a vice-chair of WP.4 and a CSG nmenber. M. Chiaranonti, was a vice-
chair of GE. 1, a CSG member and Chair of EBES.

11. The remai ni ng vacancy had originally been filled by a nonminee fromthe
Asi a EDI FACT Board. Following it July 1998 re-structuring, its successor

organi zati on had not yet been able to find a suitable candidate for the CEFACT
Steering G oup. They were sure, however, that they would be able to nom nate a
candi date, by 15 January 1999, for the CSG positions that would be up for

el ection in March 1999.

12. The delegation of Germany then nominated Mr. Peter Guldentops
(S.W.I1.F.T.) to be a member of the CEFACT Steering Group. This nomination was
seconded by the United Kingdom and Mr. Guldentops was unanimously elected.
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Agenda item3 - _CEFACT Steering Group (CSG Reports

Document s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1998/ 10 [Final] Report fromthe March 1998 session of
the Meeting of Experts on Data El ements and
Automatic Data Processing (GE. 1)

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 14 Report of the CSG Meetings of January and March
1998

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 22 Report of the CSG Meeting of June 1998

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 13 Report of the CSG Chair to the CEFACT Pl enary

13. The Plenary approved the final, March 1998, Report of the Meeting of
Experts on Data Elements and Automatic Data Processing (GE.1) as found in
document TRADE/CEFACT/GE.1/1998/10 and, in adopting this report, brought to a
close the work of this body.

14. The Plenary noted the Reports from the January and March 1998 and June
1998 CEFACT Steering Group meetings (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/14 and
TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.22).

15. The Chair of the CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG, M. R Walker (United

Ki ngdom) introduced document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ 13, Report of the CEFACT
Steering Goup Chair to the CEFACT Plenary. In opening his statenents he noted
that the CSG had al ready nmet during the norning of 14 Septenber and, at that
nmeeti ng, had approved publication by the secretariat of the D.98B UN EDI FACT
directory based on a clean audit statenent fromthe Directory Audit Team ( DAT)
and the recomrendation of the Chair of the UN EDI FACT Worki ng G oup

16. The Plenary noted the Report of the CSG Chair to the CEFACT Plenary
document (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/13), after having nmade the foll ow ng decisions
based on the contents of that report.

17. The following procedure for approval of the CEFACT Plenary report was

approved on a trial basis for this session in order to eliminate the need for
delegations to remain in Geneva for an additional day in order to approve the
report. The use of this procedure will be reviewed at the March 1999 session.

. In order to ensure that decisions are approved before the close of the
session, the concept of a summary decision list will be iIntroduced. This
will work as follows:

- At the beginning of the second, and any subsequent days, the
summary text of decisions taken the day before will be approved.

- On the last day, at the end of the final session, the summary text
of decisions for that day will be approved.

- These approved texts will then be incorporated into the draft
report.
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Paper copies of the draft report will still be available at the end of
the day following the close of the meeting for those delegations who
remain in Geneva and wish to have it.

Between 48 and 72 hours after the close of the meeting, an electronic
copy will be circulated by e-mail and, where requested, by fax.

With the exception of the approved decisions, which cannot be modified,
delegations will have 30 days to comment on the contents of the draft
report.

- Changes to the report which refer to a delegation”s own position,
statements or comments will be accepted verbatim by the
secretariat.

- Changes that relate to other matters will be approved by a team
consisting of the CEFACT Chair, or officer(s) of the Plenary

nominated by the Chair, and the secretariat.

The resulting, final report will be published both electronically on the
World Wide Web (Www) and officially by the UN.

At the beginning of the next Plenary meeting, acceptance of the report
will be confirmed.

The Plenary approved the following rules for the submission of documents

to the CEFACT Plenary:

19.

Documents for the Plenary will be accepted from:

- UN/CEFACT delegations;

- The CSG and its Chair;

- UN/CEFACT Rapporteurs;

- Chairs of working groups, provided the document in question has
been approved by their working group;

- The secretariat, after joint review by the head of the secretariat
and the Chair of the CSG.

Personal submissions will not be allowed.

Input documents will not be accepted if they carry any copyright.
CEFACT also approved the following procedure in order to ensure that

requests and communications between working groups and between working groups
and the CSG take place on a timely basis as well as to establish a central
record of such requests.
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. All formal communications between working groups, or between the CSG and
working groups, are to be by resolutions (i.e. approved by the working
group that is generating the request/communication).

. Resolutions must be copied to the UN/ECE secretariat.

. The UN/ECE secretariat will establish a central record containing all
resolutions.

. The UN/ECE will regularly circulate this central record via a list

server to the chairs of all the working groups and the CSG members.

Agenda item 4 - Reports from Mandated Groups and other, related papers
Docunent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 7/ Rev. 1 Draft Recommendation No. 16 - UN LOCODE -
Code for Ports and Ot her Locations

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 23 Report fromthe Chair of the | TPWG

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 24 Report from the Business Anal ysis Wrking
G oup (BAVWG)

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 33 Busi ness Anal ysis Wrking G oup neeting
Report

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 23 Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es Wor ki ng
Goup (TMAG) - Chairman’s report

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 26 Report fromthe EWG G oup

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 28 Busi ness Anal ysis and Model |i ng Gui del i nes
for BPAWG

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 19988/ CRP. 29 Expl anati on of TMAG deci sion to use UM
for Business Process and Information
Model | i ng

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 25 Report fromthe SIMAC

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 25/ Add. 1 Report fromthe SIMAC - Add.1

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 25 Proposal for a UN Repository for XM. Tags

20. The secretariat introduced a revision of Recomrendation 16 — UN LOCODE —

Code for Ports and Ot her Locations. A previous draft had been di scussed at the
March 1998 pl enary.

21. The Plenary approved the revised Recommendation 16 as found in document
TRADE/CEFACT/1998/7/Rev.1, subject to the secretariat undertaking a final
verification as to whether or not the words “such as place of receipt and
delivery” should be deleted in the third paragraph of the Recommendation.

22. The following reports from the UN/CEFACT working groups were noted by
the Plenary, as well as oral presentations from the Codes Working Group
(CDWG), and the Legal Working Group (LWG):
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- International Trade Procedures Working Group, ITPWG
(TRADE/CEFACT/1998/23)

- Business Analysis Working Group, BAWG (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/24 and
TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.33)

- Techniques and Methodologies Working Group, TMWG
(TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP .23

- UN/EDIFACT Working Group, EWG (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.26)

- Ad hoc group on SIMPL-EDI and Forms and Web-based EDI, SIMAC
(TRADE/CEFACT/1998/25 and TRADE/CEFACT/1998/25/Add.1)

23. Hi ghlights fromthe above reports and subsequent di scussions are given
bel ow. Further information on all of these groups can be found at the
UN/ CEFACT Internet site at http://ww. unece. org/ cefact.

ITPWG

24, There are currently two proposed new Reconmendati ons under devel opnent
on System Audit Based Controls (SABC) and Pre-Shipnment |nspection (PSI). It is
pl anned to present pro-form Recomendations to the March '99 Plenary with
adoption planned for the March 2000 Pl enary. The new Reconmendati on on pre

shi pment inspection (PSI) was seen as essential and conplinentary to that on
system audit based controls.

25. A major ITPWG priority was the devel opnent of a revised Reconmendation 4
(National Facilitation Commttees) follow ng requests froma | arge nunber of
countries. The latest draft had been produced jointly by the UN ECE and UNCTAD
secretariats and woul d be sent to Heads of del egation by the end of the year
with the objective of having it adopted at the March 1999 Pl enary.

26. A potential Reconmendation on Aligned Docunents and their Electronic
Equi val ents is being consi dered, but devel opnent is on hold until the ad hoc
group on SIMPL-EDI, fornms and Web-based EDI subnits its report, and the

out come of the SITPRO El ecTra (previously ADEEP) project trials are known.

27. By 31 October 1998, at the latest, there will be a conplete, revised,
basi ¢ nmodel of the International Trade Transaction (ITT) available on the UN s
website (www. unece.org/cefact). As well as the basic nodel, and the avail able
nati onal nodels, the group intends to develop ‘framework nodel s’ of border-
crossing activities in support of the border crossing project of the Southeast
Eur opean Cooperation Initiative (SECl).

28. The del egation fromthe Netherlands, speaking on the part of the Wrld
Custons Organi zation (WO, reported that, in respect of the new
recommendation on PSI, it was inmportant to publish a recomrendation with a
bal anced trade facilitation point of view and they wel comed the announcenent
that a draft reconmendati on woul d be avail able for the March 1999 Pl enary.
Concerni ng system audit based controls, the Kyoto revision will address this
in the Custons area and will provide guidelines in related areas such as risk
assessnment. WCO is of the opinion that audit based controls are crucial for
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the customs function. However, their use nay be limted to areas such as the
collection of customs duties and taxes and the oversee of other financia

regul ations. Their relevance is |less evident in areas such as the enforcenent
of prohibitions and restrictions where illegal activities, by their very
nature, do not |eave an audit trail and immedi ate intervention on the frontier
may be necessary. He requested that the working group take these elenents into
account .

BAWG (now BPAWG)

29. The group had net the previous week in Brussels. At this neeting they
di scussed their original plans to devel op an exanple based on el ectronic
tendering within public procurenent, deciding that this particul ar exanple
woul d take to long to conplete. They, therefore, decided to, instead, to
devel op an exanpl e based on the International Trade Transaction (ITT) nodel.
The choice of the ITT nodel was based on its being a major conponent of

UN/ CEFACT’ s wor k progranme.

30. Successful completion of an exanple based on the ITT nodel would confirm
whet her the tenpl ate proposed for this work by the TMAG was adequate for other
groups to use in identifying their specific business problenms. An exanple
based on the ITT nodel could al so serve as input to the business process

anal ysis work at the highest trade facilitation |level as well as for the basis
of a possible subm ssion to the WIO. Wthin UV CEFACT, it would conplete the
first stage in the new process for defining data needs based on the object-

ori ented approach.

31. A request from the Business Analysis Working Group (BAWG) to change
their name to the Business Process Analysis Working Group (BPAWG) was approved
by the Plenary.

TMWG

32. Four ad hoc task groups had been established: Education and Awareness,
OF- Edi, Liaison to Business Analysis and Trade Facilitation Wrk, and
Model ling for EWG as prerequisite for UNM's.

33. The TMAG had sel ected the Unified Mdelling Language (UML) as the
nmodel | i ng techni que for use by UN CEFACT. It was noted that UM was a

nodel | i ng "notation"” or technique that would have to be applied wthin

met hodol ogy that had yet to be fornulated by the TMAG

34. At the last neeting, earlier in the nmonth in Belgium two ngjor
docunent s had been devel oped: TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 29 whi ch expl ai ns the TMAG
decision to use the UML nodel ling techni que for Business Process and

I nformati on Mddel ling and TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 28 wi t h Busi ness Anal ysis and
Model |'i ng Gui delines for the BPAWG

EWG
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35. The EWG had held its first nmeeting in Mam, USAin April 1998 and its
second meeting, in Brussels, imediately prior to this session of UN CEFACT.

Bot h neetings had been very successful and attended by well over 200 experts
from 27 and 32 countries, respectively. At the first session M. Barry Keogh
(Australia) had been elected Chair and M. Pierre Georget (France) Vice-Chair

36. At the Brussels meeting the EWG had processed successfully processed 20%
nor e mai nt enance requests (over 1000) than at any prior meeting of the EWs or
its successor, the JRT. This reflects a successful mgration to the new
structure as well as the group’s responsiveness to user requirenents.

37. During this nmeeting two significant decisions had been the approval of
new message design rules in support of version 4 of the EDI FACT syntax, with
an inplenmentation plan as well as the establishnent of a single Internationa
Techni cal Assessnent G oup/Process.

38. The del egati ons from EAN and France conpl enmented the Chair and Vice
Chair of EWG for the very effective and professional mgration to the new
structure.

39. The del egation from France, however, also commented that, given the
nunber of experts in the EW5 they believed that the decision process could
not be the sane as for other groups and woul d need nore strengthening in order
to ensure that a consensus of all participants could be secured and well

recor ded.

40. The CSG Chair confirmed that while it is up to each UN CEFACT group to
devel op their own procedures, they are reviewed and registered by the CSG He
further indicated that he would consult with the concerned parties on this
issue in order to determ ne, and encourage , any appropriate action
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CDWG

41. The Chair reported that there had been two CDW5 neetings. One result of
those neetings had been the establishnent of a sub-group responsible for the
UN Locati on Code (Recomendation 16). The next CDWG neeting woul d be the 21-
23 Septenber 1998 where inmportant topics would be the maintenance process, how
to secure quality assurance, proposals for new recommendati ons and the
processi ng of change requests which had been subnmitted agai nst Reconmendati ons
20, 21 and 24.

LWG

42. The convenor of the LWG reported that at the | ast neeting which had
taken place the previous week Ms. Anne Troye (Comm ssion of the European
Comunity) had been el ected chair and David Marsh (United Kingdom and XXXXX
(Sri Lanka) had been elected vice chairs. He also noted that the group hoped
to have an el ectronic commerce interchange agreenent avail able for
consideration at the March 1999 Pl enary.

43. The del egati on of France noted that the purpose of this electronic
comer ce interchange agreenent work was to adapt the existing EDI interchange
agreenent to EDI requirenents in an open environment.

44, The Chair of the Plenary also noted the very interesting proposal nmade by
the LWG for the devel opnment of a | egal convention in support of cross border
el ectronic comerce and invited the group to cone back to UN CEFACT with nore
details at a future neeting.

SIMAC

45, The Chair rem nded the Plenary that SIMAC s nmandate was to identify

potential areas of work for UN CEFACT and to recomrend which groups should be
charged with that work. The group had held its first neeting in Geneva on 19-
20 June 1998. Sone inportant information com ng out of that neeting was that:

- conpanies willing to review and sinplify their processes woul d be
able to use SIMPL-EDI for processing 80% of their transactions
automatically.

- some work had al ready been done on using the UN Layout Key
(Reconmmendation 1) as the basis for devel oping specifications for
har moni sed el ectronic forms (E-fornm), especially in relation to
the UNTDED (see al so TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 16) .

46. The group had al so been infornmed about XM./EDI devel opnents (XM being a
mechani smfor transmtting information). The areas related to XM./EDI of
concern to SIMAC were strategic issues such as the need for gl obal repository
of XML data definitions in line with sinplified business processes. It was
deci ded that a clear problem statenment should be drafted and that the group
woul d recommend to UN CEFACT to nmake a statenent -in a certain tine frane-
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regarding the need for further global alignnment of data reducing the danger of
a proliferation of proprietary repositories. If it were decided to undertake
such a project, the existing UN ED FACT directories and data definitions were
seen as being the foundation of this work (see further discussion on this
topi c bel ow) .

47. It had al so been agreed that while XM./ED was one of a number of
technol ogi es available for use with SIMPL-EDI, the work of the SIMAC group
shoul d focus primarily on ratifying the concept of SIMPL-EDI, naking the
necessary recomendati ons and, only then, exam ning how to inplenment the
concept using existing applications and future technol ogi es such as XM/ EDI

48. A list of definitions can be found in Annex Il to the current report in
order to clarify the concepts addressed by the group. In this context, they
were requesting that the Electronic comrerce ad hoc group insert the word
"standardi sation” in their definition of EC and add ‘' automated data capture
usi ng bar-code net hodol ogy’ in the parentheses. The addenda to the report

( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 25/ Add. 1) contains the first draft of the SI MAC work
programme. The final report from SIMAC will be available for the March 1999
sessi on.

49. The CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG Chair rem nded the Plenary that the key
i ssue was sinpler processes and that this was the major issue to be addressed.

50. The del egati on of France comrented since business processes cannot

al ways be sinplified, the sinplification of processes was only one issue.

Anot her was how to use technol ogy as an enabler, providing SMES with access to
even conplicated business processes.

51. The CSG Chair concluded by enmphasi zing that this technol ogy needed to be
in the formof final products to conply with the needs of SMES as they were
not necessarily interested in the technol ogical aspects of the work of the
Centre.

XML/EDI1 (Extensible Mark-up Language/Electronic Data Interchange)

52. The Plenary |listened to a presentation and di scussion by several experts
in the roomon XM./EDI, during which a nunber of inportant points were made.
Among t hese were the:

- potential for using XM./EDI as a transfer nechanism
for data over the Internet Wrld Wde Wb;

- ability of XM./EDI, with appropriate software, to
al l ow both humans and conputers to see/process the
same data

- exi stence of three different ways to use XML and the
need to sel ect one;

- exi stence of competing technol ogi es;
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- need for a consistent, generic foundation in the form
of a global repository of data el enent descriptions in
order for XM. to becone nore wi dely used;

- i nportance of consensus buil ding and managenent in any
gl obal repository, an area where UN EDI FACT has
consi derabl e experience as well as an existing
“cat al ogue” of work;

53. The TMAG Chair introduced his group’s view on this topic as found in
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 27, noting that TMAG was addressing the technol ogi ca
aspects of XM., i.e. howand if it mght be used as a future syntax for data
exchange and noted that the TMAG had identified three different possibilities
for the use of XM.. He pointed out any work on a repository needed to ensure
that it was expandable to fulfil the requirenments as needed as part of the
“next generation” work on EDI, which would include the capability to store UML
di agr ams.

54, The Plenary requested that the CEFACT Steering Group (CSG) review all
of the information on XML/EDI which had been provided to the Plenary and
authorized the CSG to decide whether a “proof of concept” project in this area
should be undertaken. The documents containing information related to this
topic were: TRADE/CEFACT/1998/25 (Report from the SIMAC),
TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP .25 (Proposal for a UN Repository for XML Tags based on
UN/EDIFACT) and TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.27 (Review of the Report from SIMAC).
The Plenary then noted the last two documents, the first one having been noted
as a report from an ad hoc working group.

Miscel laneous
55. The following conference room papers containing information of iInterest
were noted by the Plenary: TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.28 (Business Analysis and

Modelling Guidelines for BPAWG) and TRADE/CEFACT/19988/CRP.29 (Explanation of
TMWG decision to use UML for Business Process and Information Modelling).

Agenda item5 - UN CEFACT Rapporteurs

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 16 Report of the CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 17 Draft Terns of Reference for a CEFACT

St andar ds Li ai son Rapporteur

56. The UN CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia, M. Kenji Itoh (Japan) inforned the
Plenary that, at its last neeting in Tehran, which had 140 participants, the
Asi a EDI FACT Board had re-organi zed to better work in coordination with

UN CEFACT and was now the Asia Council for the Facilitation of Procedures and
Practices for Adm nistration, Commerce and Transport (AFACT). Details on this
new organi zati on were contained in his report.
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57. The del egation fromthe Republic of Korea reported that the next AFACT
meeti ng woul d take place in Seoul on 6-8 Septenmber 1999 and woul d be foll owed
by the EDI COM 1999 conference.

58. The del egation fromthe Islamc Republic of Iran indicated that AFACT
woul d be placing nore enphasis on pronoti onal work to encourage even nore
participation fromcountries in the region

59. The CSG Chair then thanked the del egation fromthe Islamc Republic of
Iran for their excellent support of the July 1998 neeting as well as the
foll owi ng conference and indicated that he would be working with the head of
del egation to hel p make the papers fromthat conference available to al

UN/ CEFACT del egat es.

60. After having heard, with great interest, this summary of recent
developments in Asia from the UN/CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia, the Plenary noted
his report as found in document TRADE/CEFACT/1998/16.

61. Terms of reference for a UN/CEFACT Standards Liaison Rapporteur, as
found in document TRADE/CEFACT/1998/17, were approved with the addition of the
words “and the CEFACT Steering Group” after the word, “Plenary” on the Ffirst
line. The final terns of reference can be found in annex to this report.

62. The delegation of Japan nominated Mr. Klaus-Dieter Naujok (Canada) to be
the UN/CEFACT Standards Liaison Rapporteur. This nomination was seconded by
Germany and Mr. Naujok was unanimously elected.

Agenda item 6 - Pronotion of CEFACT bjectives

Docunent :

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 24 CEFACT Pronotion Advisory Ad hoc Wbrking
G oup Report

63. The Vice-chair responsible for promotion introduced the report fromthe
Pronmoti on Advi sory Ad hoc Working Group. He enphasi zed that the principle task
of their group was to devel op a conmuni cati ons/ pronotion plan for UN CEFACT
and to develop related itens in support of pronotion of UN CEFACT as a whol e
(i.e. at the Plenary level). Nonetheless, it was essential that individua
wor ki ng groups contribute to this work in order to be sure that it supported
their own pronotion work and net their needs, particularly since the vast
majority of UN CEFACT' s outputs were the direct result of working groups. He

i ndi cated that further communications in this regard woul d be addressed to the
chairs of working groups during the next two to three nonths.

64. The Plenary noted the report of the CEFACT Promotion Advisory Ad hoc
Working Group as found in document TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.24.
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65. The Plenary approved and recommended the use of the name UN/CEFACT
rather than just CEFACT to designate itself. It then further approved the
UN/CEFACT logos found in Annex C of TRADE/CEFACT/1998/13.

66. The Plenary recommended that a promotion document outlining UN/CEFACT’s
vision be developed based on the contents of TRADE/CEFACT/1998/19 (see agenda
item 7).

Agenda item7 - Strategy and Programme of Wbrk

Document s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 19 Strategic view of CEFACT s work

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 20 Consol i dat ed CEFACT Wbr k Programre

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 20/ Add. 1 Consol i dated work programre - Activity
pl anni ng wor ksheets - BAWY CDWG

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 20/ Add. 2 Consol i dated work programre - Activity
pl anni ng wor ksheets - EWG

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 20/ Add. 3 Consol i dated work programre - Activity
wor ksheets - | TPWG LW TMAG

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 21 CEFACT Priorities, Summary submtted to
t he CTI ED

67. The Plenary adopted, as the vision and general strategy of UN/CEFACT,
document TRADE/CEFACT/1998/19 (UN/CEFACT - A vision and strategy for the new
millennium).

68. The CSG Chair indicated that the CSG woul d conme back to the March 1999
session with a revision to TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 19 whi ch woul d i nclude a
statenment on Small and Medium Si zed Enterprises.

69. The Plenary approved the UN/CEFACT work programme as found in document
TRADE/CEFACT/1998/20 and its three addenda with the understanding that this
was a living document that would change at each session in response to the
advancement of the work, the decisions of the Plenary and external
developments.

70. Foll owing an inquiry fromthe del egation fromlIrel and, del egates were

i nformed that coments regarding the work programres of individual UN CEFACT
wor ki ng groups should be submitted to either the Chairs or managenent teans of
the groups in question

71. The del egation fromthe EAN noted that they had undertaken a study which
i ndicated a | arge nunber of obstacles, many of themlegal, even within the

Eur opean Union, to the el ectronic exchange of information across borders.
Exanpl es given were: the | egal acceptance by one country of only electronic

i nvoice originating fromenterprises physically located within the country and
the widely varying invoice information requirenments across countries. He,
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therefore, believed that this was an area of work where UN CEFACT coul d do
nore than it currently was.

72. The del egation fromlreland supported this statenent and suggested that,
in addition to nore detailed work in support of cross-border trading,

UN/ CEFACT shoul d, as soon as possible, issue a docunent with a policy
statement in support of cross-border trading.

73. It was agreed that a summary document on activities in support of
coordination between UN/CEFACT working groups and prioritization would be
prepared by the CSG for the March 1999 session.

74. Document TRADE/CEFACT/1998/21 (CEFACT Priorities, Summary submitted to
the CTIED) was noted by the Plenary, who were informed that an updated
priority list would need to be submitted every year to the CTIED. Therefore,
delegations also were requested to send comments they might have on the
priorities given in this document to the secretariat prior to 31 December 1998
in order that these might be taken into consideration for the next update.

Agenda item 8 - Reports from Regi onal Comm ssions and Regi onal Advisors

Docunent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 31 Reports from Gt her UN Regi onal Conm ssions

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 31/ Add. 1 ESCAP Case Study from Sri Lanka

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 31/ Add. 2 ESCAP Case Study from Macau

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 31/ Add. 3 ESCAP Case Study from I ndia

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 32 Report from the UN ECE Regi onal Advisor on
Trade Facilitation

75. The secretariat introduced the Reports from ot her Regi onal Commi ssions
( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 31), noting that there was now a UN CEFACT focal point
wi thin the Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa (ECA), that contact information for
all UN Regi onal Comm ssion focal points was included in the report, and the

i nteresting national case studies which had been subnmitted by ESCAP and

i ncluded in the addendumto this document.

76. The secretariat also introduced the Report fromthe UN ECE Regi ona
Advi sor on Trade Facilitation (TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 32), highlighting the:

- proposal for UN CEFACT to develop a global trade facilitation index;

- the creation of six new national facilitation comrmttees under the
auspi ces of the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI);

- The formal |aunching in |ate March 1998 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, of
the joint UNECE and ESCAP Speci al Progranme for the Econom es of
Central Asia (SPECA) and the enphasis in the progranmre on transport
infrastructure and trade facilitation

- contribution of the Czech Republic to the UNVECE trade facilitation
trust fund which had all owed the Regi onal Advisor to cooperate with
FI TPRO (the Czech national facilitation conmttee) on the



TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 27

page 16
devel opnent of workshops for transition econony countries which had
not previously participated in trade facilitation work.

77 . The Plenary noted all of the above documents which had been submitted,

for information, under this agenda item.

Agenda item 9 - Inplenentation of CEFACT s work

78. The secretariat reported that no work had been done on this item as
very few responses had been received to the questionnaire on inplenentation of
UN/ CEFACT’ s wor k whi ch had been distributed by the secretariat to Heads of

Del egati on.

79. The Plenary recommended that UN/CEFACT delegations who had not yet
submitted their responses to the trade facilitation questionnaire make an
effort to do so prior to the next session.

Agenda item 10 - Cooperation with other International O ganizations
Docunent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 22 MoU bet ween UN ECE, 1SO and | EC
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 34 Conf erence Room Paper from | SO
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 30 Cooperation with other internationa

or gani zati ons
1SO

80. The CSG Chair reported that after negotiations with the SO and I EC, a
new Memor andum of Understandi ng (MoU) had been forwarded for signature to the
Chi ef Executives of the three organi zations. The scope of the MU had been
expanded to cover el ectronic business within and between enterprises and to

i nclude participation fromuser organizations with defined standardi zati on
requi renents, the first of these being CALS International and the NATO CALS
Or gani sati on.

81. The inclusion of participation by user organi zati ons had been a response
to the report of the ISO High-Level Steering G oup on CALS (HLSGC)
Participating International User Goups nust satisfy the criteria defined in
the MbU, and their participation be nmutually agreed upon between the

st andardi zati on organi zati ons.

82. UN/ CEFACT understood that the | EC was prepared to sign the nenorandum
and expected it to be submtted for signature by all Chief Executives after
the next meeting of the MoU Coordinating Committee on 18 Septenber 1998.

83. The Plenary took special note of the revised Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the 1SO, the IEC and the UN/ECE (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/22), which
had been approved, in accordance with procedures, by the CEFACT Steering Group
in June 1998.
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84. The Plenary further recommended that UN/CEFACT members take contact with
the relevant authorities within their countries to encourage them to support
the adoption of the MoU by the International Standardization Organization
(1S0).

85. The Plenary than approved the nomination of a new MoU management

committee (which will become the MoU management group under the revised MoU)
consisting of Ray Walker (United Kingdom), David Dobbing (Australia), Pierre
Georget (France), Klaus-Dieter Naujok (Canada), Kenji Itoh (Japan), Francois
Vuilleumier (EUROPRO), Rory Power (lreland) and a member of the secretariat.

86. The Standards Liai son Rapporteur gave an update on the status of the
nine parts to version 4 of the EDI FACT syntax which had been submtted during
1996 and 1997 to 1SO for fast-track approval by UN CEFACT and its predecessor
organi zati on, WP. 4.

87. Having been informed of 1S0”s approval of the parts of version 4 of the
EDIFACT Syntax (ISO 9735) listed below, the Plenary approved an implementation
date for these parts of the syntax on 1 April 1999.

Part 1 & Tech. Syntax rules common to all parts, together with

Corrigendum syntax service directories for each of the parts.

Part 2: Syntax rules specific to batch EDI

Part 3: Syntax rules specific to interactive EDI

Part 4: Syntax and service report message for batch EDI
(message type - CONTRL)

Part 8: Associated data in EDI

88. The Chair of the UN EDI FACT working group (EWG indicated the support of
that group for the above decision on inplenmentation of version 4 of the
synt ax.

WTO

89. A nenber of the delegation from WO made a presentation on WIOs role in
trade facilitation. He enphasi zed the inportance WO attaches to trade
facilitation and expl ai ned that WIO currently is undertaking exploratory and
anal ytical work to assess the potential scope of WIO work in this area
Further, he inforned the Plenary that a series of informal neetings were to be
hel d focusi ng on custonms procedures, novenent of goods and el ectronic transfer
of information and that he hoped UN CEFACT woul d contribute to these
activities. After these informal neetings, the Council for Trade in Goods
woul d report to the General Council who would then decide on any future steps
to be taken.

90. The secretariat confirned the UVECE s wish to cooperate with WO in
this area and that the UNECE woul d participate in the informl neetings.
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91. The del egation fromthe European Conmunity reported that the European
Uni on favoured negotiating an agreenent in WIO on sinplification of trade
procedures and that UN CEFACT had a clear role to play in this field. Further
he said that the European Union would be naking a proposal for a binding
conventi on under which WIO nenbers woul d agree to use and accept UN ECE

st andards, codes and recomrendati ons as the basis for their regulatory and
adm ni strative procedures for inport and export. He noted that this proposa
woul d gi ve added value to UN CEFACT' s work and enphasi zed the i nportance of
UN/ CEFACT del egations giving their support to this proposal and coordinating
this support with their country delegations to the WIOin order to ensure
support for UNV CEFACT' s interests within the WO envi ronnent .

EUROPRO

The del egati on from EUROPRO gave an overview over its activities and
enphasi zed the need to supply traders with practical trade facilitation
sol uti ons.
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OECD

92. The secretariat introduced TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 30 Cooperation with

ot her international organizations. He noted that the docunent covered recent
activities, but did not cover all of the organizations which cooperate with
the Centre. He then infornmed the Plenary that the OECD is enphasi zing the

i nportance of Electronic Commerce and has taken an initiative for an action
pl an for gl obal cooperation in electronic conmerce. A mnisterial nmeeting wll
be held in October this year on the thene of realising the potential of globa
el ectronic commerce. The UN ECE has nmade a contribution to developing this
action plan and will participate as an official observer at the Otawa neeting

UNCTAD and ITC

93. The UN ECE continues to cooperate closely with UNCTAD and I TC. Joi nt
projects and m ssions are coordi nated through an Intersecretariat Task Force.
Current cooperation includes the UNVECE s participation in the UNCTAD “ Train
for Trade project and the UNCTAD Partnership for Devel opment conference which
will take place later this year in Lyon. UNCTAD al so participates actively in
the I TPWG and has nade a val uabl e contribution towards the revision of
Recommendati on 4 on establishing national trade facilitation bodies.

94. The Plenary noted the report of the secretariat on recent cooperation
activities with other international organizations (TRADE/CEFACT/1998/CRP.30).

1TU

95. At the invitation of the secretariat, the delegation fromITU nmade a
presentation and informed the Plenary about a major forum and exhibition
organi zed by I TU, “TELECOM 1999" which will be held in Geneva from 10-17
COct ober 1999.

Agenda item 11 - O her Business

Document :

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 26 Pol and: Recent Progress on Trade Procedures
Facilitation and on the UN EDI FACT Nati ona
| mpl ement ation Pl an

96. The del egation of Austria requested the identification of a party or

group responsi bl e for providing clear, unambi guous definitions of UN ED FACT
rel ated i nformation, capable of interpretation into nultiple |anguages. The
CSG Chair acknow edged this issue and suggested that the UN EDI FACT ( EWG)
group address it and that the valuable work in this area of the Austrian

del egati on be channelled into that group. The EWG Vice Chair inforned the
meeting that the Technical Assessment G oup had just established a support
teamto provide better term nology and definitions and that this work would be
taken on board by that group.
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97. The del egati on of Pol and reported on the work of their electronic
comerce and el ectronic data interchange (EC/EDI) comunity during the |ast
two years under the new econom c and technol ogi cal environnent. In particular
Pol and continued to work on national adoption of Recomrendati on 25 on the use
of UN/ EDI FACT so that it becomes the universal standard for electronic data

i nterchange in admni stration, comerce and transport also in Pol and.

98. EDI Centre - Poland (CEDIP), the organization for the devel opnent,
pronoti on and i nplenentation EC/ EDI in all aspects, re-organised their work to
be nore effective. The nost inmportant part of the CEDIP programe for the near
future is to develop an EC/EDI and UN EDI FACT National Inplenmentation Plan
for Pol and .

99. I nformati on about the inplenentation of EC/EDI systens in Poland can be
found at Internet WAV address: “http://ww. ow sinp. home. pl”. The address of
the Polish National Body for EC/ED is as follows: POLPRO, c/o CENTRE ED -
POLAND (CEDIP), OMSIM Warszawa , 3/5 Czackiego Str. 00-240 Pol and
tel./fax. + 48 22 8270-244, e-mail : ow sinmp@one. pl

100. The Plenary noted with interest document TRADE/CEFACT/1998/26 (Poland:
Recent Progress on Trade Procedures Facilitation and on the UN/EDIFACT
National Implementation Plan).

101. A menber of the delegation fromthe Czech Republic informed the neeting
of a conference on “European Standardi zation” that will be held in Berlin, 15-
16 March, 1999.

102. The del egations fromthe ECEA and | APH al so i nfornmed the neeting of
events focusing on “El ectronic Business” (29 COctober 1998, Brussels) and
“Ports in the new el ectronic conmerce environment” (6 Novenber 1998,

Bar cel ona, Spain) respectively.

103. The secretariat then inforned del egates of the foll owi ng neeting dates
and deadlines for docunent subm ssion

Deadl i nes
CEFACT neeting Transl ation | ssuance as an Repr oducti on
beqgi nni ng. "R'" Docunment as a CRP
Monday, 15 March 1999 4 January 16 Jan. 1999 26 Feb. 1999
1999
104. CEFACT noted the followi ng meeting dates:
CEFACT Pl enary Session - 1999 March 15-17, Geneva
CEFACT Steering G oup - 1999 Jan. 25-27, Frankfurt

- 1999 June 21-25, Geneva
- 1999 November 22-26, to be
confirmed



Ad hoc Group on SI MPL-EDI and Forns
and Web based EDI ( SI MAC)

UN/ EDI FACT Wor ki ng Group (EWG)

Busi ness Process Anal ysis Wrking
G oup (BPAWG)

Codes Working G oup (CDWG)

I nternational Trade Procedures
Wor ki ng Group (I TPWG)

Legal Working Goup (LWG

Promoti on Advisory Ad hoc Wbrki ng
G oup (PROVO)

Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es Wor ki ng
G oup (TMAG)
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1999 January 6, London
1999 February 15, London

1999 March 22-26, Atlanta
1999 Septemnber, Australia

No neeting planned to-date

1999 March 10-12, Geneva
1999 Novenber 17-19, Geneva
(To be confirned)

1999 January 13-15, Ceneva
1999 April 14-16, Geneva

1999 January 20-22, Ceneva
No neeting planned to-date
1998 Novenber 30-Decenber 4, Nice

1999 February 22-26, Boul der
1999 July 19-23, Vienna

105. Contact information for subm ssion of comments, as requested in the
above m nutes can be found below. In all cases, submission of comments via e-

mail is preferred.

106. For comments to be considered by the Wrking G oups, please contact:

Ad Hoc Group on SIMPL-EDI and Forms and Web based EDI (SIMAC)

Chai r man:

M. Alex de Lijster
Manager, Senior Adviser
P. O. Nedl oyd

Emmal aan 23, 2405 G A
Al phen Aan den Rijn

Net her | ands

Tel : +31 10 400 6947/0172 491 821
Fax: +31 10 400 6187/0172 499 648
e-mail: lijster@ip.nl

Business Process Analysis Working Group (BPAWG)

(Chairman to be confirnmed)
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Codes Working Group (CDWG)

Co- Chai r nen:

M . David Dobbi ng
Consul t ant

Data Logistics Pty Ltd.

505 Darling Street, Bal main
Sydney NSW 2041

Australia
Tel : + 612 9555 9914
Fax: + 612 9555 1589

e-mai | : ddobbi ng@ttmil.com

M. Alex de Lijster
Manager, Senior Adviser
P. O. Nedl oyd

Emrmal aan 23, 2405 G A
Al phen Aan den Rijn

Net her | ands

Tel : +31 10 400 6947/0172 491 821
Fax: +31 10 400 6187/0172 499 648
e-mail: lijster@ip.nl

Electronic Commerce Ad hoc Working Group (ECAWG)

Chai r man:
M. Ray Wl ker
Speci al adviser to the DTI
on International EDH Standardization
P. 0. Box 9839
LONDON SE3 0ZH
United Ki ngdom

tel: +44 181 297 1836(London)
tel/fax: +32 2 660 2039 (Brussels)
e-mai |l : raywal ker @ bm net

EDIFACT Working Group (EWG)

Chai r man:

M. Barry Keogh

El ectroni ¢ Conmerce Busi ness Advi sor
Tradegat e ECA

2nd floor, the Tea House

28 Cl arendon Street

Sout h Mel bourne VI C 3205

Tel : +61 3 9645 9566
Fax: +61 3 9645 9599
e-mail: talbar@mil.att. net

International Trade Procedures Working Group (ITPWG)

Chairman to be nom nat ed
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Legal Working Group

Chai r per son:

Ms. Anne Troye-Wal ker

Rapporteur pour |es questions juridiques
Admi ni strateur principal

Commi ssi on des Comunaut és Eur opéennes
DG I'I11/F6 (N1O5/5/48)

200, rue de la Lo

B- 1049 Brussels

Bel gi um

Tel : +32 2 299 0280

Fax: +32 2 296 8387
e-mai |l : anne.troye@lg3. cec. be

Vi ce- Chai r man

M. David Marsh

Par t ner

Needham & Grant Solicitors
14, Lincoln’s Inn Fields
LONDON WC2A 3BP

Uni ted Ki ngdom

Tel : +44 171 242 5866
Fax: +44 171 831 8254
e-mai |l : dj mar sh@et conuk. co. uk

Promotion Advisory Ad hoc Working Group (PROMO)

Chai r man:

M. Santiago M|l a

Secret ary- Ceneral

Trade Facilitation Comrittee (TFC)

I nternational Association of Ports
and Harbours (I APH)

Port of Barcelona Authority

Portal de la Pau 6

08039 Barcel ona

Spai n

Tel : +34 3 306 8800
Fax: +34 3 306 8814
e-mai |l : iaphtfc@pb. es

Techniques and Methodologies Working Group (TMWG)

Chai r man:

M. Kl aus-Di et er Nauj ok

Director, Standards & Technol ogi es
Har bi nger

4410 Deer neadow Wy

Antioch, CA 94509

United States

Tel : +1 925 602 2000, Ext. 2791
Fax: + 925 825 9184
e-mail: klaus@ enpl ar. net
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107. For comments to be considered by the CEFACT Steering G oup (CSG,
Pl enary officers or other matters related to UN CEFACT, please contact:

M. Hans A. Hansel

Trade Facilitation Section

UN/ ECE Trade Di vi sion

Pal ai s des Nati ons, Room 442
CH 1211 Geneva 10

Switzerl and

Fax: +41 22 917 0037

E- Mai | : hans. hansel | @Qinece. org

Other information
108. For constantly updated informati on on Trade Facilitation and
UN/ EDI FACT work, as well as docunentation for the next neeting, delegates can
refer to the
UN/ CEFACT Internet World Wde Web hone page
ADDRESS: http://ww. unece. or g/ cef act

Item 12 - Adoption of the report

109. Under the new procedures for adoption of the report approved under
agenda item 3, UN/CEFACT adopted the decisions made during its fourth session
on the basis of draft texts prepared by the secretariat.
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Annex A

UN/CEFACT STANDARDS LIAISON RAPPORTEUR MANDATE

The UN CEFACT St andards Liai son Rapporteur shall

- provide strategic advice and guidance to the Plenary and the CEFACT Steering
Group on matters relating to formal or de facto standards, or Publicly
Avai |l abl e Specifications, in the area of electronic commerce, electronic

busi ness or EDI, that are part of, or related, to the CEFACT work
programme(the area of interest);

- coordinate the representation, of UV CEFACT's interests and views in any
rel evant work being carried out internationally, especially in the SO |EC
and I TU ;

- identify and recommend formal or informal |iaisons for the Plenary, the
CSG or Enpowered Working Groups, that are relevant to UNCEFACT's area
of interest and where |iaison has been established a)devel op the process
necessary to nmanage and maintain them b) in conjunction with the rel evant
CEFACT Group, nonitor and maintain, any required conmunications and c)
periodically review established |iaisons;

The Rapporteur shall ex-officio be a nenber of the |1SQO | EC/ ECE MU
Management Conmittee and the Leader of the CSG team for MOU matters.

Reporting Relationships

The Rapporteur shall serve as the UN CEFACT focal point for informtion
about these liaisons to the Plenary, CSG and the Enpowered Worki ng G oups
and shall provide to the CSG regul ar reports regarding rel evant externa
devel opnents. The Rapporteur, if not a CSG nenber, shall be entitled to
attend the CSG as an observer.

In addition, the Rapporteur shall subnmit a sunmary report of their
activities to each Plenary session of UN CEFACT.

Duration of Appointment

Initially for three years, thereafter renewable every two years.



