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| NTRODUCTCRY NOTE

1. To encourage the greatest possible openness in the process and input into
its decisions and recomrendations, the CSG encourages a wide circulation of its
reports.

REVI EW OF MANDATES FOR APPROVAL

2. It was agreed not to nake final decisions on the two mandates for pernanent
wor ki ng groups considered during this nmeeting (Legal and I TT/ITPP), as nore
fully described below, until the August 1997 CSG neeting. These are then expected
to have approval by CEFACT in Septenber 1997, based on a docunent to be

circul ated approxi nately three weeks in advance, with the terns of reference of

t he enpowered groups being available to the March 1998 neeting of CEFACT. It was
deci ded to delay any decisions until the August CSG neeting because of the need
to establish, as far as it is possible, standardized wording for the various
sections of the Mandates and the need to be sure that adequate |inkages have been
est abl i shed between Pernmanent Wrki ng G oups.

3. In addition, because it was difficult to adequately eval uate avail abl e
resources and their appropriate allocation across groups prior to all CEFACT
per manent and ad hoc worki ng groups being established, the CSG agreed to review
the resource requirements for all mandated groups 12 nonths after their

est abl i shnent .

4, The CSGthen re-iterated what is stated in the agreed CEFACT mgration plan
(TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 122/ Rev. 1), i.e. that all existing work would continue until the
Plenary had either (1) allocated it to a Pernmanent Wrking Goup, (2) had nade a
decision to stop that particular work item or (3) it had been conpl et ed.

UN/ LOCODE AD HOC WORKI NG GROUP

5. After mnor revision, it was agreed to approve the rmandate proposed by the
ICS for an Ad hoc working group on UV LOCCDE (See Annex A). A decision as to
whet her to establish a Pernmanent Wrking Goup for only the UNLOCCDE shal |l be
considered later, after considering the report by the CSG ad hoc group on codes
establ i shed furhter bel ow as well as the March 1998 report fromthis ad hoc

gr oup.

Legal Pernanent Worki ng G oup

6. The nmandat e proposed was reviewed in detail and changes were reflected in a
revi sed docurment which will be reviewed by the Legal Rapporteurs prior to the
August 1997 CSG rreet i ng.

Internati onal Trade Transaction » International Trade Process and Procedures
G oup

7. A di scussion was held regarding the distinction between the concept of a
"model " and a graphi cal representation of processes. It was felt by sone nenbers
of the CSGthat the focus of the International Trade Transacti on G oup was not
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nodel ling only, but also developing trade facilitation neasures at various
levels. As aresult, and in order to ensure a "rigorous, interlinked and coherent
approach to I TT nodel | i ng, procedures and processes," various nodifications were
nmade to the proposed Mandate for the ITT group and alternative titles for the
group were discussed. Agreed upon nodifications were reflected in a revised
docurent. However, no final agreement was reached on a name for the group
therefore, intheinterim it was agreed to replace the name "Internationa
Trade Transaction Goup" with "International Trade Process and Procedures G oup."

TIM NG OF M GRATI ON

8. After discussion of proposals for the creation of four groups to cover the
work of GE 2, it was agreed to develop, for the August 1997 CSG neeting, a plan
for the last session of GE.2 indicating the mgration of all activities that are
to be continued. The follow ng CSG nenbers shall be responsible for this plan: R
Battersby, DD Dma, C WlIf, and E Peeters.

9. The Chair of the JRT Mandate, O ganization and Procedures G oup (MOP)
reported that during the April 1997 JRT, the two nandates proposed in order to
cover the work of the JRT groups had been conbined into one draft nandate. It was
expected that a final nandate for these activities could be approved at the

Sept enber 1997 JRT for consideration by the CSG before the end of the year

10. In order to cover all existing GE.1 activities, it would al so be necessary
to finalize the proposed nandates for a Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es for
Facilitation Goup (TM-)and a group covering the activities outlined in the
proposed Process Anal ysis and Design Goup (PAD). It was, therefore, believed
that the earliest possible "retirement date" that could be foreseen for GE 1 was
March 1998.

CEFACT WORK PROGRAMME NATRI X

11. The approach as to how t he work programre shoul d be presented was broadly
agreed upon, based on a draft docurent. It was further agreed to review a
revised work programre matrix at the August 1997 CSG neeting in order to present
the result as a CRP at the Septenber CEFACT neeti ng.

CSG_PROCEDURES

12. A draft set of procedures was reviewed and a revision will be submtted to
the CSG neeting in August 1997, with the intention of being able to nake a draft
avail able as a CRP to the Septenber 1997 CEFACT neeti ng.

13. The secretariat was requested to rem nd heads of del egati on that subm ssions
to the CSG had to be nade 3 weeks in advance if in nmachine readable fornat, or 4
weeks in advance if only available on paper, in order to ensure that CSG nenbers
coul d receive themat |east two weeks before the neeting.
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| SO AND REPORT FROM ECE/ 1 SO | EC MoU MANAGEMENT CGROUP

14. The nenbers of the CEFACT ECEH | SO | EC MoU Managenent Group reported that the
their March 1997 neeting with the SO Central Secretariat was very positive. It

had been agreed with the 1 SO Central Secretariat to hold, at |least tw ce a year,

simlar ad hoc managenent neetings in addition to the MU Coordinating Committee

nmeet | ngs.

15. During that neeting they al so discussed the possibility of 1SOs fast track
procedures being nmodified in order for UN ED FACT nessages, with their supporting
directories, to be recogni zed as | SO standards wi thout any changes (down to the
period) being allowed, i.e. the process being nodified so that |1SO nenbers coul d
only accept or reject, with any requests for changes bei ng handl ed through the
normal UN EDI FACT DVR process rather than an | SO TC. This di scussion had been
concl uded by a request fromthe | SO Central Secretariat for a letter fromthe

UN ECE secretariat formally requesting this change in procedures so that the
request coul d be presented to the June 1997 neeting of the | SO Techni cal
Managenent Boar d.

16. In naking this request, with its potentially positive inplications, it was
recogni zed that the user conmmunity would need to be thoroughly consulted on the
exact nature of any inplenmentation of this procedure.

RELATI ONS W TH OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS ( OTHER THAN | SO)

17. The Chair enphasi zed the inportance of intersecretariat cooperation between
CEFACT and WIO on the issue of trade facilitation taking into consideration, in
particular, the conpilation of international inter-governnental organizations
dealing with trade facilitation by the WIO secretariat for subnission to the
Counci|l for Trade in CGoods. The CSG was al so infornmed that the ECE al ready had
observer status on two WO Commi ttees, including the Coomittee on Non-Tariff
Barriers to Trade, and that an application had been submtted to the Council for
Trade in Goods whi ch woul d be deci ded upon during 1997.

18. It was agreed to address the issue of participation of the Regi onal
Commi ssi ons in CEFACT at the August 1997 CSG neeting.

19. The nenbers of the CEFACT ECE | SO | EC MoU Managenent Group reported that the
their March 1997 neeting with the SO Central Secretariat was very positive. It

had been agreed with the 1 SO Central Secretariat to hold, at |least tw ce a year,

simlar ad hoc managenent neetings in addition to the MU Coordinating Committee

nmeet | ngs.

PROVOTI ON_ AND MARKETI NG OF CEFACT AND | TS WORK

20. The need to stress the international scope of CEFACT in the nedia was
enphasi zed as well as the need to find/identify every possible opportunity to
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wite or tell people about what CEFACT is doing. This being particularly
inportant with respect to other organizations who could "multiply" this
information out to their menbers.

21. Based on the request fromB. Qurry (CEFACT Vice-Chair responsible for
pronotion) for nomnations for co-ordination points in each of the regions, it
was deci ded that a Permanent Wrking Goup for Pronmotion (Chaired by the CEFACT
Vi ce-Chair) should be fornmed. In order to acconplish this as quickly as possible,
B. Qurry would be asked to submt a nandate to the August 1997 CSG neeti ng.

22. The Secretariat reported on the project it had established with Federal
Express to develop an outline/list of needed pronotional materials and, in
particular, for the creation of a four col our brochure on CEFACT (to be conpl eted
inthe first half of 1998).

23. It was agreed that CEFACT will register (via the secretariat) as a
participant in the G/, "A dobal Market Place for SMES project."”

| SSUES RELATED TO ECE/ TRADE/ R 650

24. Based on issues raised during the discussion of Mandates and the CSG
procedures, it was decided that a review of ECE TRADE/ R 650 need to take pl ace
and D. Marsh was asked to | ead a group consisting of hinself, I. Navarro, and C
WIlf to prepare a report on possible revisions for the August 1997 CSG neeti ng.
Some of the issues to be addressed by this group include: interimelection of
officers in the case of resignations, an appeal procedure for Wrking Goups with
regard to decisions made by the CSG and a clarification as to the ability of

G oups to issue recommendations (i.e. they cannot issue UN CEFACT Reconmendati ons
wi thout those having been approved by the Pl enary).

CALS

25. The Chair called attention to the significant value in closer cooperation
with CALS and the potentially strategic role that CEFACT could play in further
CALS activities. He reported on the input provided by the ED FACT Steering
Goup to 1SO Hgh Level CALS Steering Goup (HLCSG and to their report Those CSG
and ESG nenbers who attended the HLCSG Paper editing neeting on the 21 NMay 1997
reported that the large majority of the changes recommended by the ESG had been
agreed to would nake this a positive report for CEFACT.

26. The CSG was further informed that M. M Conroy woul d nake a presentati on on
UN EDI FACT and binary data at the International CALS Congress from 23-24 June
1997 and R \al ker woul d make a presentati on on CEFACT during the same Congress.

27. The CSG decided to appoint M Conroy and T. Weel as special advisors to the
CSG on issues related to CALS.
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MAI NTENANCE OF CLASS 3 (UN, BUT NOT UN EDI FACT) CODE LI STS

28. In response to a request fromthe JRT and the ED FACT Steering Goup, it was
agreed to set up a code teamunder the CSGto nmake proposals for long term

mai nt enance and proper dissemnination of dass 3 codes (UN ECE codes not

mai nt ai ned under UN EDI FACT) to the August 1997 CSG neeting. The Chair of this
group is M. D. Dobbing, and its menbers are M. A de Lijster,

M. C Chiaranonti, and M. J. Kubler.

MEETI NG DATES FOR THE NEXT 18 MONTHS:

29. The follow ng nmeeting schedul e was agreed upon for the next 18 months with
the places of neetings being subject to further arrangenents.

1997  Decenber 1-4

1998  January 26-29 (30)
1997  June 15-18

1997 Cctober 26-29

1999 January 25-28




