UNITED
NATIONS

Economic and Distr.
. GENERAL
Social

TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ 1
2 May 1997

Oiginal : ENGISH

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
COW TTEE FOR TRADE, | NDUSTRY AND ENTERPRI SE DEVELOPMENT
Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and

Practices in Admnistration, Commerce and Transport
(First session, 17-18 March 1997)

REPORT OF THE FI RST SESSI ON OF
THE CENTRE FOR THE FACI LI TATI ON OF PROCEDURES AND
PRACTI CES | N ADM NI STRATI ON, COMVERCE AND TRANSPCRT ( CEFACT)

1. The Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and Practices in

Adm ni stration, Comrerce and Transport (CEFACT) held its first session in
Ceneva from 17 to 18 March 1997 under the chairmanship of M. Henri Martre
(France).

2. Participants in the neeting included representatives from

The follow ng countri es:

Austria, Australia, Belgium Bulgaria, Brazil, Canada, Czech Republic,

Denmar k, Finland, France, Gabon, Germany, Hungary, |celand, Islamc Republic
of lran, Ireland, Israel, Japan, Korea, Luxenbourg, the Netherlands, Poland,
Romani a, Russi an Federation, Senegal, Sl ovak Republic, Slovenia, South Africa,
Spai n, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdomof Geat Britain
and Northern Ireland and the United States of America.

The European Union (EU)

The follow ng inter-governnmental organizations:
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Eur opean Free Trade Association (EFTA), Wrld Qustons Organi zation (WO and
the World Trade Organi zation (WO .

GE. 97-

The foll owi ng UN bodi es:

United Nations Comm ssion on International Trade Law (UNCI TRAL), Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD), Econonic and Soci al Commi ssion for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP), and the Econom c and Social Conm ssion for Wstern Asia
(ESCW) .

And the follow ng non-governmnental organizations

Comté International des Transports Ferroviaires (ClT), European El ectronic
Messagi ng Associ ati on (EEMA), International Air Transport Association (IATA),
International Article Nunbering Association (EAN), International Association
of Ports and Harbours (I APH), International Chanber of Conmerce (1CO),

I nternational Chanber of Shipping (1CS), International O ganization for
Standardi zation (1SO, Society for Wrldw de Interbank Financia

Tel ecommuni cation (S.WI.F.T.) and the United Towns Agency for North-South
Cooper at i on.

3. Chservers to the neeting, present at the invitation of the secretariat,
i ncl uded representatives from The European Board for EDI/EC Standardi zation
the Internati onal Federation of |nspection Agencies (IFlAand the North
Anerican Trade Procedures O gani zation (NATPRO).

Item1 - Adoption of the agenda

4, The provi sional agenda ( TRADE/ WP. 4/ 198) was adopted w t hout nodification.

Statenment by the Executive Secretary of the ECE

5. I'n inaugurating the Centre, the Executive Secretary highlighted
opportunities and challenges in the areas of global inpact, partnerships and
the future

6. The opportunity for global inpact had expanded, due to an increasing
realization that, in a world of growing liberalization, trade facilitation had
beconme a critical factor in increasing trade performance. He called del egates’
attention to the excellent platformthat the Centre coul d provide for

i nproving even further the gl obal relevance of trade facilitation neasures,
bui | di ng upon the foundation of 30 years work by the ECE in this area.

I nportant innovations within the Centre that he noted were increased
participation fromnon-ECE countries and the private sector; the devel opnent
of informal structures with detailed mandates and terns of reference for
acconpl i shing work; and a cl ear separati on between policy and technica

i ssues.
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7. He also informed the Centre of the secretariat's efforts to devel op an
expanded and i nproved support structure based on the establishrment of foca

poi nts within the other Regi onal Economc Comm ssions in addition to the ECE s
on- goi ng cooperation with UNCTAD and the | TC

8. d obal inpact was essential he believed, because it was only by expandi ng
the benefits of what the ECE had learned in trade facilitation to the world
that ECE menbers, thenselves, would be able to reap the full benefits of the
tool s they had devel oped.

9. A obal inpact, in turn, depended very much on partnerships. Partnerships
were necessary with nany other international organizations, of which he naned
only a few the WO WO 1SO EAN, UNOITRAL and S.WI.F. T. Many of these
partnershi ps had al ready been established. There was, however, a significant
chall enge to CEFACT at the national |evel, where national trade facilitation
organi zations are the nost effective nmeans for |ocal capacity building, but
where not all countries had such organi zations in place. He thus believed that
the creation and support of national foruns where relevant private sector and
public adm nistration could discuss their trading environnment, cone to
agreenents on national input into the international trade facilitation process
and find solutions to |ocal inplementations was essential to the
acconpl i shent of CEFACT' s obj ecti ves.

10. Looki ng toward the future, the Executive Secretary noted the
opportunities offered by new technol ogi es and the need of "virtua
enterprises” to base their invisible web of comunications and rel ati onshi ps
on internationally recognized norns in business infornation and practi ces.
This also inplied challenges for the Centre: that of establishing |inks

bet ween establ i shed work and these new devel opnents; and that of building
bridges to allow participation in the "global virtual econony” by snall and
nmedi um si zed enterprises as well as conpanies located in countries with | ess-
devel oped i nfrastructures.

11. In concluding, he noted the inportance of the Centre's flexibility in
coping with an ever-changi ng environment, expressed his confidence inits
future and encouraged del egations to pursue their vision of a world where

i nformati on and products coul d be exchanged free of needl ess procedures and
i nconpati bl e systens.

Item 2 - Establishnment of CEFACT and di ssol ution of the Wrking Party on
Facilitation of International Trade Procedures (WP.4)

Docurnrent s:
- TRADE/ R 650 Recommendati ons for the Establishnment of CEFACT.

Statenent by the Chair of WP.4

12. The Chair of the Wrking Party on Facilitation of International Trade
Procedures (WP.4), M. T. Blonfeldt (Finland), opened the neeting and wel coned
the del egates with the observation that, "Today we are turning a new page in
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the history of Trade Facilitation with the establishnent of the Centre for
Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for Admnistration, Conmerce and
Transport (CEFACT) and the dissolution of WP.4." He then expressed his
confidence in the UN ECE and CEFACT whi ch he believed to have all the

experi ence and expertise necessary to renain the "centre of excellence" for
Trade Facilitation within the UN system-- while al so noting the inportance of
cooperation with other organizations in order to avoid a duplication of
CEFACT' s efforts. He then encouraged CEFACT to | eave the re-engineering
process behind it, to focus on its work programme and to capitalize, inits
wor k programme, on the opportunities offered by el ectronic comrerce.

13. As this was his last session, he closed by thanking the del egates for
their support and cooperation in the work of WP.4, and by re-affirmng his
confidence in the future of CEFACT and the inportance of its work for the

i nternational community.

14, The Centre noted docunment TRADE/ R 650 (Recommendations for the

Est abl i shment of CEFACT), which established CEFACT and whi ch had been approved
by the forty-fifth session of the Commttee on the Devel opnent of Trade and
adopt ed by the Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe on 7 February 1997. The contents
of TRADE/ R 650 had been previously approved during WP.4's Septenber 1996
session as TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234 and Draft TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234/ Corr. 1.

15. The Centre then expressed its gratitude to the outgoing WP.4 Chair, who
was also retiring, for his personal contributions during two and a hal f
decades to trade facilitation and, in particular, for his contributions as
WP. 4 chair during the last 4 years as well as his support of the re-

engi neering process that had resulted in the establishnent of CEFACT.

Item 3 - Election of CEFACT Plenary and Steering Goup Oficers

16. In accordance with the mgration plan, approved during the Septenber 1996
WP. 4 session, detailing the transformation fromWP. 4 to CEFACT

(TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 122/ Rev. 1), a Nonminating committee had been established to
prepare a list of candidates for CEFACT officers. The Chairman of the

Nom nating committee, M. T. Blonfeldt (Finland), explained the criteria used
by the nominating conmmittee and presented their nom nations as foll ows:

Chair: M. Henri Martre (France)

Vi ce- Chai rs: Ray Wl ker (UWK),
Bernadette Curry (US)
Santiago Mla (IAPH)
Harvey Bates (Australia)
Kenji 1toh (Japan)

STEERI NG GROUP:
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- M Siti Amnah Abdul |l ah (Ml aysi a)
- Ray Battersby (WK

- Qaude Chiaranonti (France)

- Ernst Deeg (Cermany)

- Aex de Lijster (Netherl ands)

- Dunmitrache Dima (Romania)

- David Dobbing (Australia)

- Borislav Ceorgiev (Bulgaria)

- Alan Kent (USA)

- David Marsh (WK

- K aus Nauj ok (Canada)

- Emle Peeters (EEMH

- Rob Van Kui k (WO

- Christina Wallen-Rahl en (Sweden)
- Christoph Wl f, (Cermany)

17. Sone del egati ons expressed concern about the |ack of representation from
Latin Amrerica. The Chair of the Nomnating conmttee shared that concern but
noted that the commttee had received no nomnations fromthat region. He
suggested that efforts be taken to increase participation fromlLatin Arerica
so that this situation could be corrected in future el ections.

18. The Centre then unani nously approved the nom nated CEFACT officers.

19. The Chair elect, M. H Martre, thanked the neeting for the confidence

shown in him Noting that he had already consulted with the other nom nated
officers, as well as selected national del egations, he nomi nated, in his
capacity as Chair, M. R Wl ker (United Kingdon) as Chairman of the Steering
G oup. The Centre al so unani nously approved this proposal.

Statenent by the Chair of CEFACT

20. The Chair began by thanking the nom nating commttee nmenbers, the
outgoing chair of WP.4 and the del egati ons for having el ected himas Chair and
for having given himsuch a highly qualified and representative group of Vice-
Chairs, formng a teamof which he was honoured to be a part.

21. He saw the chal | enges before CEFACT as being great, both because it was
following in the footsteps of the outstandi ng work acconplished by WP. 4 and
because of the need to keep pace with the speed at whi ch energi ng econom es’
mar ket s were openi ng and technol ogy was changi ng.

22. He then outlined the follow ng key areas that he believed the Centre
shoul d concentrate upon:

m The sinplification and harnoni zati on of procedures and practices where
the internationalization of the world s econony had | ed to increasing

| ayers of conplexity. In this context, he believed that scenarios and
nodel s coul d serve an inportant role as guides for procedures and
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practices, rather than as standards, the latter being undoubtedly too
rigid.

m The requirement to address two needs bei ng expressed by users of

UN EDI FACT. The first of these being the need to reconcile the desire of
many users for greater stability in the standard with the necessity for
regularly updating it. The second being the practical need for users to
be able to inplement without having an in-depth know edge of UN ED FACT
and, consequently, their increasing dependence upon inplenentation
manual s.

m The positioning of CEFACT in relation to its basic objectives, two
specific issues comng particularly to mind. The first being that of
defini ng what shoul d be included under the term "el ectroni c comrerce" and
how CEFACT shoul d position itself in relation to this concept, withinits
avai |l abl e resources. The second bei ng to know where the Centre was goi ng
with ED whose use had expanded widely into areas far beyond conmerce in
its strict sense, in particular in the areas of adm nistration and
heal t hcar e.

m The special needs of snall and nedi um sized enterprises who,

inevitably, would need to insert thenselves into electronic supply
networks. In this context, it would be particularly useful to study
sinplified ways for themto participate in these networks that woul d al so
nmeet the needs of their |arge custoners.

m And, finally, one of the fundanental concepts underlying CEFACT, that
of ensuring a close correlation between facilitation and the
conputerization of informati on exchange. This association being natura
given that, in order to inplenent EDI, a conpany must al so inpl enent
organi zational changes if it is to obtain the full benefits of
noder ni zat i on

23. To concl ude, the Chair of CEFACT insisted on two of the points

hi ghlighted in the opening speech by the Executive Secretary: The first being
the Centre's responsibility to maintain close relations with all organi zations
working in this field, and particularly with the SO and WIQ in order to
avoi d duplication or a waste of resources. The second being the need to carry
out CEFACT's work with diligence and efficiency given the stakes at hand and
the rapid changes in today' s environnent. He then called upon del egati ons and
the Steering Goup to take into account the key areas he had outlined, the
docunents avail able, and the orientati ons provi ded by the Executive Secretary
in order to develop a realistic programre of work

O her Interventions

24. The representative from ESCAP noted the already existing, in-depth
cooperation between the ECE and ESCAP in the area of trade facilitation. ESCAP
fully supported CEFACT, as well as the proposal fromthe ECE to the other

Regi onal Conm ssions to establish focal points within each Comm ssion for the
pur poses of cooperation and coordination. She further encouraged CEFACT to
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consi der the appoi ntnent of individual |iaison officers or "rapporteurs”
wi thin each Regi onal Conmi ssi on.

25. The del egation fromWO informed the Centre that, follow ng the

mni sterial declaration made the 13 Decenber 1996 in Singapore, the WO s
Counci|l for Trade in Goods had been nmandated wi th undertaki ng an expl oratory
anal ysis of the scope for WIiOrules in the area of trade facilitation, based
on the work of other, relevant international organizations. This report was
for conpletion in May 1997, noting that the direction and | evel of any further
work on the part of WO woul d depend upon its nenbers. The WO al so stressed
the need and inportance of continued col | aborati on and cooperation in order to
avoid a duplication of effort.

26. The del egate from Bel gi an encour aged this cooperation and enphasi zed t he
need to naintai n ongoi ng two-way commruni cati ons between the ECE and WO The
del egate fromthe European Union al so gave its full support, noting the

i mportance of the WO not becoming a substitute for existing trade
facilitation organi zations, but rather a source of val ue-added and notivation.
He al so nmentioned the need for the WIOto consult not only with international
organi zations, but also with sector-specific groups in the elaboration of any
future trade facilitation "rules.™

27. The del egate from South Africa expressed his country's support for CEFACT
as well as its need to inplenment CEFACT's work in order to make the best

possi bl e use of resources in its efforts to provide and i nprove basi c services
to all of the country's popul ation. He thanked the del egations for their
support in the past and nade several recomrendations, including closer contact
with Internet software providers, to ensure that existing work i s not
duplicated in that environment. Further, he called upon the countries in

Africa to join in an effort to re-establish the African ED FACT Board.

28. QG her del egations expressing their support for CEFACT included the United
Kingdom the United States and the Islamc Republic of Iran which stressed the
need for |ooking at the different requirenments in different parts of the world
as well as the need to encourage further joint governnent and private sector
partici pation.

Item4 - Adoption of interim CEFACT procedures
Docunent s:
- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1280 Interi mprocedures based on the current UN ECE
Rul es of Procedures.

29. The Centre adopted interim procedures as found in TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1280 with
t he exclusion of the word "norrmally” in rule 39. These interimprocedures are
based on the current UN ECE Rul es of Procedures.

Item5 - Programme of work
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30. The Steering Goup Chair introduced docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1281 (an
outline of the CEFACT Wirk Programme). He conmitted the CEFACT Steering G oup
to devel op proposals for a full and transparent work programe wth

del i verabl es and resource requirements. He then requested comrents fromthe
del egations to assist themin this task.

31. The del egate from Bel gi umrequested that docunment TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 75,

i ssued in 1995 and containing an outline of a work programme, be taken into
consideration. He called del egates’ attention to the inportance of the
Internati onal Trade Transaction and UN LOCCDE work itens. He then requested
that the interaction between nodelling and EDI be addressed.

32. In reference to TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 75, the del egate from Switzerl and i nforned
CEFACT that the docunent tried to denonstrate those trade facilitation work
items which had to be done, independent of the organizational environnent. He
then noted that the Steering G oup should be identifying not only new tasks to
be undertaken, but al so those tasks which should be elininated, therefore
allowing the Centre and nati onal organi zations to better focus their

r esour ces.

33. The del egate fromthe United Ki ngdom enphasi zed his del egation's wi sh to
sinplify processes. Up until this tine, ED had been devel oped to support all
the different processes used internationally. Now there was an opportunity to
facilitate and streaniine by devel oping nore cost effective processes and

supporting sinplified EDI nessages. H s del egati on woul d shortly publish work
undertaken in the UK that was very relevant to these goals and to nanagi ng the
virtual enterprise. The Centre mght then wish to consider this work as a
basis for sinpler ED nessages.

34. The del egate from Romani a i nformed CEFACT of two programmes (Trade Point
and Train-for-Trade) being undertaken in his country by UNCTAD. He encouraged
CEFACT to develop its ability to hel p devel opi ng countries and transition
econoni es |l ocate the necessary resources to carry out trade facilitation
projects. He believed that taking this approach at the programre |evel, and
within the secretariat, would be helpful in nore quickly and effectively
promoting and i npl ementing, at the national |evel, the work of CEFACT.

35. The representative from ESOM expressed their great interest in pronoting
EDl and El ectronic Conmerce within the Wst Asian region as well as ESCWA s
desire to coordinate their work with CEFACT and rely upon CEFACT' s experience
and al ready devel oped trade facilitation tools.

36. The del egate fromthe Netherlands noted how crucial the work of the ITT
group would be in identifying key processes for sinplification. However, he
enphasi zed the need to not only analyze these processes, but also to devel op
solutions to the identified problens. He then suggested that CEFACT, inits
wor k programme, address "solutions” within the context of the revision of
Recomrendat i on 18.
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37. The del egate fromthe United Ki ngdomrequested that the Steering G oup

| ook carefully at allocated resources and the division of work between the
secretariat, CEFACT officers and del egations. Their del egati on al so asked t hat
the work programme address the issues of: process integration, better

el ectroni c comrerce standards in support of supply and val ue chai n managenent
and the standardi zati on of key processes as well as pronoting the application
of WP.4's work to the area of electronic forns.

38. The del egation from France stressed the inportance of prioritizing work
items and the need to identify the expertise required, such as the need to
provi de a wider range of experts with nodelling expertise to the ITT group.

39. The del egate fromlreland called upon delegations to try to influence
their own governnents in order to be increase the inpact of CEFACT s work. He
bel i eved that inplenentation by governments would deternine, in large part,
the real influence of CEFACT in the nediumto long term In addition, he noted
that while WP.4 had produced very good work in the past, it had not pronoted
it well and that this was an inportant area for CEFACT to consider. In
particul ar, he recommended the appoi ntment of a vice-chair, wth supporting
resources, to be responsible for pronotion.

40. The del egate fromthe United States of Anmerica noted that the progranme
of work woul d evol ve over the years as it is a continual process and that her
del egation | ooked forward to working with the Steering G oup.

41. The representative of WXO wel comed the proposals in the work progranmre
and was | ooking for a nmore dynam c and pro-active approach. This should
include a prioritization of work with set objectives, goals and perfornmance
nmeasures to be defined by the Steering Goup. In particular, he suggested that
the I TT group indicate those areas where the nost val ue-added coul d be

obtai ned. He al so believed that nore attention should be given to nonitoring
the adoption and inpl ementati on of the work, which the W3O woul d be pleased to
assist with, inits area of experti se.

42. The Steering Goup Chair then infornmed CEFACT that TRADE/ Wp. 4/ CRP. 135,
paragraph 12, nade a specific recomrendation for a work itemon el ectronic
commerce. In addition, TRADE/ Wp.4/CRP. 123 nade sone radical proposals for the
next phase of UN EDI FACT and addressed the comments nmade by the WK del egati on.
The Steering Goup woul d devel op the programmre of work and nake
recommrendations for the next session of CEFACT. However, it was the
responsibility of the Plenary to define work priorities as these were |inked
to the resources the participants wi shed to provide. Gven the secretariat's
restricted resources, work could only be progressed if additional resources
were available. Also, the Centre would need to nake full use of effective
cooperation with other organizations such as the WO, UNCTAD and t he ot her
Regi onal Conm ssions and build on existing relationships. He also noted it

m ght be useful for CEFACT to develop a mechanismto identify areas of work
whi ch coul d be addressed by "calls for tender” to do that work.

43. The Chair then requested the Steering Goup to take into account, when
devel oping its reconmendati ons, the contents of TRADE WP.4/R 1281,
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TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 75, TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 135 and TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 123 as wel | as the

i ssues identified by the del egati ons and those brought forward by hinself and
the Executive Secretary in their opening remarks. The work programre is an
iterative process devel oped agai nst the resources avail able. Its devel oprment
and managenent is the Steering Goup' s mission and hence woul d establish the
coherence of CEFACT's work. The Centre's working et hodol ogi es al so needed to
be addressed with the objective of increasing the speed wi th which decisions
coul d be taken by nethods such as a fast track procedures and the tenporary
est abl i shnent wor ki ng groups to address new devel opnents, pendi ng approval by
t he CEFACT pl enary.

44, Under the Chair's mandate to assign specific tasks to the Vice-Chairs,
and to address the issue of pronotion and awareness, the Chair then nom nated
Ms. B. Qurry (United States) as the Vice Chair responsible for pronotion and
awar eness and requested her to develop terns of reference for the next

sessi on.

45. The del egation from | ATA enphasi zed the i nportance of pronotion and
awar eness i n expanding participation in CEFACT' s worKk.

46. The del egate fromthe United Ki ngdom noted that governnents and
adm nistrations are not natural facilitators and suggested devel oping a trade
facilitation convention, linked to the WO as a potentially very influential

way to pronote and inpl enent CEFACT work at the governnmental |evel. The
secretariat offered to contribute to any such work based on the ECE s previous
experience in the devel opnent of conventions as well as its famliarity with
ot her work, such as the WO s Kyoto conventi on.

47. The Chair noted that a trade facilitation convention would need to be
consi dered by the Steering Goup in its devel opnent of the work programre. To
address the issue of measuring the current inplenmentation of WP.4's work by
participating countries, he requested that the Vice-Chairs, K Itoh (Japan)
and S. Mla (IAPH be jointly responsible for assessing current inplenentation
and report to the Centre at its next plenary.

48. The del egate fromthe European Union noted that the work done by CEFACT
could be the base for mandatory instrunments pronmoted by WIQ The del egate from
Bel gi um further suggested that a nunber of countries were still not aware of
CEFACT' s work and that CEFACT shoul d make the best possible use of

organi zations at the national or regional |evel which could pronote its work.

49. The del egate from Switzerl and requested informati on fromthe secretari at
on the provision of adequate resources for UV ED FACT directory production and
assurances that adequate resources woul d be nmade avail able. In response, the
secretariat infornmed CEFACT of the existing recruitment freeze within the UN
and the problens this had posed with regard to satisfactorily supporting the

work programme. It also indicated that the question of filling allocated posts
was largely out of the ECE s domain, given that these decisions were being
made at UN headquarters in New York. CEFACT then made a request to the ECE

Executive Secretary that he do his very best to fill the posts allocated to
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the trade facilitation section in order to ensure that essential work could be
conti nued.

50. The del egation fromEEVA informed the Centre of the establishnent, |ast

week, of Electronic Conmerce Europe, with whomthe Centre mght wish to
establ i sh contact.

Iltem6 - Mgration to CEFACT structures

Item 6.1 - Matters relating to the Meeting of Experts on Data El enments and
Automatic Data | nterchange (GE. 1)

51. The Chair of CGE. 1 reported on progress nade in the mgration of GE 1's
activities to new CEFACT structures. Draft nmandates for UN ED FACT rel at ed
activities had been created by the ED FACT Steering Goup (ESG as well as a
matri x showi ng where current activities would potentially be |ocated under
CEFACT. These mandates and matrix could be found in TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 135,
annexes A and C. These draft nandates woul d be di scussed at the April 1997
Joi nt Rapporteurs Team neeting and, dependi ng upon the outcone of these

di scussions, it was possible that final nandates m ght be submtted for the
Sept enber 1997 neeting of CEFACT.

52. The GE.1 Chair further noted that while the nandates m ght appear rather
general in nature they inplied a nunber of significant changes. Sone of these
were outlined in the appendi xes to the ESGs report to the March 1997 session
of GE.1 (TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 123). These appendi xes were al so for di scussion during
the Singapore JRT. However, he called the del egates’ particular attention to
the proposal for CEFACT Rapporteurs to pronote CEFACT' s work and participation
in that work within specific regions and/or countries. He believed that this
m ght provide an effective solution to the problem of increasing awareness and
participation in regions such as Latin America.

53. In conclusion, he noted that the ESG fully supported the approved
mgrati on plan (TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 122/ Rev. 1) and, in particular, the need to
mai ntain existing structures until the mgration of an activity has been
agreed upon and migration has taken place.

Iltem6.2 - Matters relating to the Meeting of Experts on Procedures and
Docunent ati on (CGE. 2

54. The Chair of CGE. 2 informed the meeting that he expected the migration to
the new CEFACT structure would be carried out by the establishnent of two work
groups, one conprising the activities of the International Trade Transaction

(1TT) and the other UN LOCCDE. He then referred del egati ons to two docunents

containing further details: Trade/ WP.4/R 1271 (Report fromthe Steering G oup
for the International Trade Transaction Mddel) and Trade/ WP. 4/ R 1275 ( Proposal
to Establish an Ad Hoc Wrking G oup on Reconmendati on No. 16 "UN LOCCDE - Code
for Ports and other Locations"). These two docunents woul d be di scussed during
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the forthcom ng CE 2 session and formthe basis for GE 2's recomrendations to
t he CEFACT Steering G oup.

Iltem 6.3 - Matters relating to the joint session on |legal matters of the
Meeting of Experts on Data El ements and Automatic Data I nterchange and the

Meeting of Experts on Procedures and Docunentation

55. M. R Battersby (United Kingdon), reporting on behalf of the Legal
Rapporteurs, informed the Centre that a draft mandate and terns of reference
for the legal work had been created and woul d be di scussed during the | egal
session later in the week.

ltem7 - O her business

56. The del egati on from EAN reported that the UV ED FACT user community
within EAN had grown to 12000 conpani es and was expected to reach 20000 by the
end of 1997. He further wished it to be clearly noted that EANCOM consi sted of
i npl enentation manual s for 42 UN ED FACT sub-sets, containing no divergences
what soever fromthe UN ED FACT standard and was, in no way, a separate, or

di fferent standard.

57. The del egati on from Sl ovaki a announced t he establishnent of SLOVAKPRO for
the pronotion of Trade Facilitation neasures within their country.

58. The del egati on of Bel gian informed del egati ons of the official

i ncorporation of EUROPRO, consisting of an associ ation of European Union and
EFTA trade facilitation organi zations, which had previously existed only as an
informal grouping. He further noted that the current chair was Luxenbourg, but
that the permanent secretariat was assured by the OBCE (Ofice Bel ge de
Commerce Extérieur) in Belgium

59. The secretariat then inforned del egates of the foll owi ng neeting dates
and deadl i nes for document submni ssion:

Deadl i nes
CEFACT neeti ng begi nni ng Transl ation I ssuance as "R' Docunent
Monday, 15 Septenber 1997 27 June 1997 18 July 1997
Monday, 16 March 1998 19 Decenber 1997 17 January 1998
60. CEFACT noted the foll owi ng neeting dates:
CEFACT Steering G oup - 21-23 May 1997, Ceneva

CEFACT Steering G oup - 18-21 August 1997, Geneva
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ITT Steering G oup - 2-4 July 1997, Ceneva
EDI FACT Steering G oup - 19-20 May 1997, Ceneva
Joi nt Rapporteurs Team Meeting - 21-25 April 1997, Singapore

- 29 Septenber - 3 Cctober 1997,
Anaheim California (close to

Los Angel es)

AC. 1 (Research & Devel opnent) - 28 July - 1 August, Ann Arbor

- 10- 15 Novenber, Brussel s/Paris
Ad hoc Goup 1 - 23-24 April 1997, Singapore
St andards Li ai son Team - April 1997 JRT

- Sept./Cct. 1997 JRT
MR G oup - April 1997 JRT, Singapore
Synt ax Devel oprment G oup - 12-16 May 1997, Herrenberg
Legal Rapporteurs Team G oup - April 1997 JRT

- Sept./Cct. 1997 JRT
Directory Production Team - 30 June -4 July 1997, GCeneva

- 1-5 Decenber 1997, Ceneva
Directory Audit Team - 21-25 July 1997, Ceneva

61. Contact information for natters rel ated to CEFACT:

M. Hans A Hansell

Trade Facilitation Section

UN ECE Trade D vision

Pal ai s des Nations, Room 442
1211 CGeneva 10

Swi t zerl and

Fax: 41 22 917 0036

E- Mai | : hans. hansel | @inece. org

Item 8 - Adoption of the report of the first session

62. The Centre adopted this report of its first session.




