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(d)
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for Ports and ot her | ocations"
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(e) Recommendation No. 18 "Facilitation
neasures related to international
trade procedures"”

(f) Recommendat i on No. 21 "Codes for Types ECE/ TRADE 211
of Cargo, Packages and Packagi ng
Material s"
5. Revi si on of the Kyoto Convention TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 129
6. Trade docunents nanes and functions
7. Aligned fornms and the Trade Data H enents TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 130
D rectory (UNTDED)
8. Legal / commerci al aspects of trade TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1272
facilitation
9. Any ot her busi ness
10. Adoption of the Report of the TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 131

fifty-fifth session

EXPLANATCRY NOTES TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

I nt roducti on

1. The provisional agenda for the fifty-fifth session of the Meeting of
Experts on Procedures and Docunentation (CE 2) has been established in
accordance with decisions taken by the Wrking Party on Facilitation of
International Trade Procedures (WP.4) at its forty-fourth session in Septenber
1996.

2. The provisional tinetable presented bel ow has been agreed upon by the
Bureau of the Wrking Party on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures
for the sessions of WP.4 Meetings of Experts and, if approved by the ECE, for
the first session of the Centre for Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for
Adm ni stration, Conmerce and Transport (CEFACT). Because of the special nature
of this first session, this timetable is only indicative. The Report of the
CEFACT first session will be approved during the first half of the afternoon
sessi on on Wednesday, 19 March 1997. It is expected that the experts of GE 1 and
CGE.2 will have a joint session on |legal issues in the afternoon of Thursday, 20
March 1997. The Reports of the sessions of GE 1 and GE. 2, as well of their joint
session will be approved during the first half of the afternoon session on
Friday, 21 March 1997.

a.m p. m
Monday 17 March 1997 CEFACT CEFACT
Tuesday 18 March 1997 CEFACT CGE 2
Wednesday 19 March 1997 CGE 2 GE. 1/ CEFACT
Thur sday 20 March 1997 GE 1 CGE 1/CGE 2
Fri day 21 March 1997 CEFACT Steering CGE /G2

G oup
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3. If approved by the ECE, the first CEFACT neeting will begin at 10: 00 on
Monday, 17 March 1997 to noninate of ficers and discuss the migration to CEFACT
as well as outstanding WP.4 work itens. During the neeting on 17 March 1997, the
WP. 4 Bureau will report on the CDT and ECE decisions with regard to CEFACT and
the plans for migration of existing work. In the context of trade facilitation
work, the word "del egations" refers not only to countries but also to

i nternational organizations regularly represented at neetings.

Item1 - Adoption of the agenda

4, In accordance with the Commssion's Rules of Procedures, the first itemon
t he provisional agenda (docurent TRADE/ WP. 4/ GE. 2/ 106/ Rev. 1) is the adoption of
t he agenda.

5. In accordance with the Conmission's Rul es of Procedures and established
practice, the Meeting is expected to el ect a Chairnan and a Vi ce-Chairman for
the year 1997. However, at the March 1996 session, because of the proposed
transition to CEFACT, it was agreed on an exceptional basis (and reported in
TRADE/ WP. 4/ 103) that the officers elected at that session would remain in office
t hrough the March 1997 session. In 1996, M. E Goffin (Belgiun) was el ected as
Chairman, Ms. C Wil len-Rahlen (Sweden) and M. A Filippov (Russian
Federation) were el ected as Vice-Chairpersons of the Meeting of Experts.

ltem2 - Mgration to CEFACT

6. The Meeting of Experts will discuss the nigration of those work itens under
its responsibility to the new CEFACT structures.

7. Docunent TRADE/ R 650 contains the consolidated final proposal fromthe
Wrking Party on the establishment of CEFACT.

Iltem3 - Analysis of the International Trade Transaction (ITT)

8. Docunent TRADE/ WP.4/R 1271 is the report by the Steering group of the

Mai nt enance Agency for the International Trade Transaction (ITT) nodelling
activities since the 54th session of GE 2, with a proposal for the creation of
a Permanent CEFACT Wirking Goup on International Trade Transaction (ITT)
containing a mandate, the terns of reference and the draft programme of work of
the group, which is for discussion and approval in line with the mgration of
this work itemto the new CEFACT structure.

9. Docunent TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 127, Concordance between commerci al docunents and
UN EDI FACT nessages, is an input for discussion by the del egati on of Romani a.

Iltem4 - Inplenmentation of ECE/ FAL Reconmendat i ons

10. The Meeting of Experts considers during its sessions the questions of the
i npl enentation of specific measures falling under the respective programre itens
of work.

(a) Reconmendation No. 4 "National Trade Facilitation Organizations"

11. To encourage a discussion on the devel opnent of national and regional
committees on facilitation of international trade procedures and the revision
of Recommendation No. 4, the secretariat has anended the |ist of existing
commttees and focal points (docurment TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 898/ Rev. 8).
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(b) Reconmendati on No. 10 "Shi ps' codes"

12. Docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1274, prepared by the secretariat, on the basis of
the proposal made by ICS, contains the revision of Recomrendation No.10 which
was approved at the fifty-fourth session of CE 2.

(c) Reconmendation No.12 "Measures to facilitate transport docunents
pr ocedur es”

13. At the previous session, the Meeting had no witten contributions on the
subj ect, but recognized that the topic was extrenely inportant in respect of the
i npl ement ati on of non-negoti abl e docunentation in the area of maritime transport
and decided to keep this itemon the agenda.

(d) Reconmendation No. 16 "UN LOOODE - Code for Ports and other |ocations

14. Docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1275 is a proposal by ICS for the creation of an ad
hoc CEFACT Wirking Group on the mai ntenance of this Reconmendation in line with
the nigration of this work itemto the new CEFACT structures.

15. Docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 128 is an additional input by the CEFACT Consultant
on UN LOOCODE to the subject.

(e) Reconmendation No.18 "Facilitation neasures related to international
trade procedures"

16. Delegations will report on the activities in respect of Reconmendation
No. 18.

(f) Reconmendation No.?21 "Codes for Types of Cargo, Packages and Packagi ng
Mat eri al s"

17. Docunent ECE TRADE 211 contains the third edition of anmended WP. 4
Recommendati on No. 21 in accordance with the proposal made by the del egati on of
Germany (docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1263).

Item5 - Revision of the Kyoto Convention

18. Docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 129 is a position paper on the subject, prepared by
the secretariat, defining the role of WP.4 in the revision of this Convention.

Iltem6 - Trade docunents nanes and functions

19. At the previous session, it was agreed to revert to this subject after the
finalization of the WP.4 re-engi neering process.

Item7 - Aligned forms and the Trade Data E enents Directory (UNTDED)

20. Docurent TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 130, an inproved formof the Single Adnmnistrative
Docunent for Custons Declaration, is an input by the del egati on of Romani a.

Item8 - Legal and commerci al aspects of trade facilitation

21. Docunent TRADE Wp. 4/ R 1272 contains the report fromthe Legal Rapporteurs.
This docunent is for infornation and di scussi on.
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Iltem9 - Oher business

22. Docunent TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 131 contains the report fromthe Conité
International des Transports Ferroviaires on the use of the Miltinodal Dangerous
Goods Declaration in accordance with WP. 4 Reconmendati on No. 11 "Docunentary
Aspects of the International Transport of Dangerous Coods".

Item 10 - Adoption of the Report of the fifty-fifth session

23. In accordance with established practice, the Meeting of Experts will adopt
the Report of its fifty-fifth sessionin the formof a summary, prepared by the
secretariat, of decisions taken during the session, to be presented to the
Wr ki ng Party/ CEFACT for approval .




