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PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE FI RST CEFACT SESSI ON

to be held in the Palais des Nations, Geneva, starting
at 10 a.m on Mnday, 17 March 1997

1. Adoption of the agenda TRADE WP. 4/ 198
2. Establ i shment of CEFACT and TRADE R 650

di ssolution of the Wrking Party on

Facilitation of International Trade

Procedures (Wn. 4)

3. El ecti on of CEFACT Oficers

3.1 HEection of CEFACT Plenary Oficers

3.1 HEection of CEFACT Steering Goup Oficers

4. Adoption of interim CEFACT procedures TRADE WP. 4/ R 1280
4.1 Procedures for the CEFACT Pl enary

4.2 Procedures for the CEFACT Steering G oup
5. Programre of work TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1281
6. Mgration to CEFACT structures
6.1 Matters relating to the Meeting of
Experts on Data El ements and Autonatic

Data | nterchange (CGE 1)
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6.2 Matters relating to the Meeting of Experts on
Procedures and Docunentation (GE 2)

6.3 Mtters relating to the joint session
on | egal natters of the Meeting of
Experts on Data El ements and Autonatic
Data I nterchange and the Meeting of
Experts on Procedures and Docunent ation
7. Q her busi ness
8. Adoption of the Report of the first session
* * %

EXPLANATCRY NOTES TO THE PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA

I nt roducti on

1. The provisional agenda for the first session of the Centre for Facilitation
of Procedures and Practices for Admnistration, Comrerce and Transport (CEFACT)
has been established in accordance with decisions taken by the Bureau of the
Wrking Party on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures.

2. The provisional tinetable presented bel ow has been agreed upon by the
Bureau of the Wrking Party on Facilitation of International Trade Procedures for
the sessions of WP.4 Meetings of Experts and, if approved by the ECE, for the
first session of the Centre for Facilitation of Procedures and Practices for
Adm ni stration, Conmerce and Transport (CEFACT). Because of the special nature
of this first session, this timetable is only indicative. The Report of the
first CEFACT session will be approved during the first half of the afternoon
sessi on on Wednesday, 19 March 1997. It is expected that the experts of GE 1 and
CGE.2 will have a joint session on |legal issues in the afternoon of Thursday,

20 March 1997. The Reports of the sessions of GE.1 and GE. 2, as well of their
joint session will be approved during the afternoon session on Friday, 21 March
1997.

a.m p. m
Monday 17 March 1997 CEFACT CEFACT
Tuesday 18 March 1997 CEFACT CGE 2
Wednesday 19 March 1997 CGE 2 CEFACT/ GE. 1
Thur sday 20 March 1997 GE 1 CGE 1/CGE 2
Fri day 21 March 1997 CEFACT Steering CGE 1/ G2
G oup
3. I f approved by the ECE, the first CEFACT neeting will begin at 10: 00 on

Monday, 17 March 1997 to noninate of ficers and discuss the migration to CEFACT as
wel | as outstanding WP.4 work itens. During the nmeeting on 17 March, the Wp. 4
Bureau will report on the CDT and ECE decisions with regard to CEFACT and the
plans for nmigration of existing work. In the context of trade facilitation work,
the word "del egations" refers not only to countries but also to international
organi zations regul arly represented at meetings.
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Item1 - Adoption of the agenda

4, In accordance with the Comm ssion's Rul es of Procedures, the first
itemon the provisional agenda is the adoption of the agenda (docunent
TRADE/ WP. 4/ 198) .

Iltem?2 - Establishrment of CEFACT and dissolution of the Wrking Party on
Facilitation of International Trade Procedures (Wr.4)

5. Document TRADE/ R 650 contains the final proposal fromthe WP. 4
Bureau for the establishment of the Centre for Facilitation of Procedures
and Practices for Admnistration, Commerce and Transport, unani rmously
approved during the Septenber 1996 session of WP.4 as TRADE W,. 4/ R 1234.

6. At its forty-fifth session in Decenber 1996, the Committee on the
Devel oprment of Trade unani mously supported the establishment of CEFACT and
recommended its earliest possible establishnent to the ECE

Iltem3 - Hection of CEFACT Oficers

3.1 El ecti on of CEFACT Plenary Oficers

7. In accordance with the Comm ssion's Rul es of procedures and the
recommendati ons for the establishment of CEFACT (contai ned in TRADE/ R 650,
Recommendat i ons for the Establishnent of CEFACT) the nmeeting is expected to
elect a Chair and 5 Vice Chairs.

8. The nominating commttee established by WP.4 will present its
proposal for the nom nation of CEFACT Plenary Cficers. Del egations will be
infornmed of the commttee's procedures and criteria for candi date

sel ecti on.

3.2 El ecti on of CEFACT Steering Qoup Oficers

9. This agenda itemwill be chaired by the newy el ected CEFACT
Chai rman. He wi |l announce the nom nees, informthe del egates of the
nom nating conmittee's procedures and criteria for candi date sel ection.

Item4 - Adoption of interim CEFACT procedures

10. It is proposed that the Plenary will adopt interimprocedures based
on the current UN ECE Rul es of Procedures ( TRADE WpP. 4/ R 1280)

11. The Steering Goup's interimprocedures are outlined in TRADE/ R 650
(paragraphs 28-31). It is proposed that these will be used until the
Steering Goup establishes its formal procedures.

Iltem5 - Programme of work

12. The work programre (docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1281) will concentrate on
work items for 1997 and future areas of devel opnent based on user
requi renents.
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Iltem6 - Mgration to CEFACT structures

6.1 Matters relating to the Meeting of Experts on Data E enments and
Automatic Data Interchange (CE 1)

13. The Chairnman of the Meeting of Experts will present a list of
mgration i ssues faced by the Meeting for comments by del egati ons.

6.2 Matters relating to the Meeting of Experts on Procedures and
Docunent ati on (CE 2)

14. The Chairman of the Meeting of Experts will present a list of
mgration i ssues faced by the Meeting for comments by del egati ons.

6.3 Matters relating to the joint session on | egal matters of the
Meeting of Experts on Data Henents and Automati ¢ Data | nterchange
and the Meeting of Experts on Procedures and Docunentation

15. The Chairman of the joint session on legal natters of the Meetings of
Experts will present a list of mgration issues faced by the joint session
for comments by del egati ons.

Iltem7 - Qher business

16. At the time of witing, the secretariat has no points to propose
under this item

Item8 - Adoption of the Report of the first session

17. The Report of the first CEFACT session will be approved during the
first half of the afternoon session on Wdnesday, 19 March 1997.




