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PROGRAMVE OF WORK - TRADE FACI LI TATI ON

Descri pti on:

The work programre shall allow for continuity between the existing WP.4 work
programme and that of CEFACT. This requires that it build upon the existing
work programme: elininating those el ements which are no | onger rel evant and,
where appropriate, revising existing el enents, and incorporating new ones. In
devel opi ng this work programre the Centre must consider both the rapid growth
in information technol ogy, and the conponents of E ectronic Comrerce. The
availability of resources al so needs to be consi dered.

In all areas of its work programme the Centre shall evaluate and take into
speci al consideration the needs of countries with economes in transition. It
shal | al so provide support to and coordinate with agencies working with

devel oping countries and countries in transition in the area of trade as well
as international standardization bodies (for exanple the other UN regi ona
commi ssi ons, UNCTAD, ITC WO WQ 1SO and | EQ).

(hgoi ng activities:

(1) Analyze, review and nodel the key elenents of international transactions
in commerce, transport and administration, with particular enphasis on their
i nformati on content, the communication methods used (for exanpl e, paper or
UN EDI FACT) and data transm ssion.

(2) Provide a forumfor institutional cooperation in fornulating and
i npl ementing international trade facilitation strategies and for reconciling
of ficial governmental and commercial requirenents.

(3) Devel op recomrendati ons which sinplify, harnonize or elimnate practices
and procedures used in international transactions. Then publish, pronote and
report on the use of such recomrendati ons.

(4) Ensure that UV ED FACT and related activities effectively serve and
provide the tools for electronic comerce activities, the facilitation

requi renents of international trade, admnistration, comrerce and transport.
In particular, respond to any requests for nessage devel oprment or mai ntenance
comng out of the work on the International Trade Transaction Mdel. Were
appropriate, this work nay be done through the devel opnent of nodel scenarios
and, based upon these scenarios, recommended nessage i npl enentati on

gui del i nes, nessage subsets or document |ayout keys.

(5) Identify and evaluate | egal constraints that affect: procedures and
practices in international adninistrative conmercial and transport
transactions; and the use of tools for facilitating international trade.
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(6) Propose and recommend practical solutions to these |legal constraints, when
appropriate in cooperation with organi zati ons such as the Internationa

Chanber of Commerce (1 G0 and the UN Conmission on International Trade Law
(UNC TRAL) .

(7) Pronote the devel opnment of international trade facilitation initiatives as
well as related initiatives covered by the work of the Centre

(8) Formalize the relationship between WIO, WZO and CEFACT to provide a proper
forumto give technical assistance

(9) Pronmote and support the establishnent and ongoi ng activities of nationa
trade facilitation organizations in all countries, taking advantage of the
best tools and practices currently in use in the world. This shall be done in
cooperation with the UN regi onal comm ssions, | TC and UNCTAD.

(10) Maintain close liaison with national trade facilitation organizations in
order to better understand their trade facilitation needs, encourage
cooperation in trade facilitation and i nprove the flow of trade facilitation
information to all countries.

(11) Taking into account the devel opments in the field of infornation
technol ogy, identify electronic informati on exchange needs in the areas of
admini stration, comrerce and transport. As part of this work:

(i) review, nonitor and eval uate the worl dwi de use of el ectronic
exchange of data in order to better understand the opportunities for ED
inthe world and in the multisectoral business environment. In
particular, nonitor the results of business procedures based upon ED ;

(ii) identify potential new requirenments for world and nul tisectoral ED
har noni zation activities and work for their devel opnent;

(iii) monitor devel opnments in information technol ogy which are likely to
facilitate i nformati on exchange in adninistration, comrerce and
transport, notably in an international context.

(12) Maintain and devel op the UN ED FACT standard, update the UN ED FACT
directories and rel ated deliverabl es accordingly, analyze supporting

requi renents and, based upon scenarios/ nodel s, define interchange profiles
capabl e of neeting these needs through a sequence of UN ED FACT nessages and,
to that end:

(i) identify, pronmote and, where appropriate, propose information
t echnol ogy devel opnents and initiatives which are likely to bring
practical results to the exchange of information in internationa
admini stration, comrerce and transport including in liaison with
i nternational standardization bodies;

(ii) provide an open forumfor the continued devel opnent of UN EDI FACT
and all its conponents, in a global, nmulti-sectoral and coherent manner

(iii) produce directories and related docunents/products for users of
UN EDI FACT.
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