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1. CGE. 1 held its fifty-fourth session in Geneva from 16-17 Septenber 1996 under
the chai rmanship of M. R WALKER (United Ki ngdomn.

2. The session was attended by representatives from Austria, Belgium

Bul gari a, Canada, Czech Republic, Dennark, Finland, France, Cermany, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxenbourg, Milta, the Netherlands, Norway, Pol and,
Ronmani a, Russian Federation, Sl ovak Republic, Sl ovenia, Sweden, Switzerland,
Turkey, Wkraine, United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United States of America.

3. The session was attended by representatives of the European Union (EU).

4, Representatives fromAustralia, Brazil, Gabon, Japan and Korea partici pated
under Article 11 of the Commission's terns of reference.

5. The session was al so attended by representatives of the secretariat of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) and the United

Nati ons Comm ssion on International Trade Law (UNCI TRAL), as well as by
representatives of the follow ng intergovernnental organizations: European Free
Trade Association (EFTA) and the Wrld Qustoms Organi zation (WO . The follow ng

CE. 96-
non- gover nrent al organi zati ons were represented: International Air Transport
Associ ation (I ATA), International Association of Ports and Harbours (1APH),
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I nternati onal Chanber of Commerce (1 CC), International Chanber of Shipping
(1CS), International Express Carriers Conference (1 ECC, International

QO gani zation for Standardization (1SO, Society for Wrl dw de | nterbank Fi nanci al
Tel ecommuni cation (S.WI.F.T.), and the United Towns Agency for North-South
Cooperation. Also present at the invitation of the secretariat were a
representative of the International Federation of I|nspection Agencies (IFl A and
a representative of the North Anerican Trade Procedures O ganization (NATPRO.

Item 1 - Adoption of the agenda

6. Provi si onal agenda ( TRADE/ Wp. 4/ GE. 1/ 104/ Rev. 1) was adopted with the

agreenent to consider the pronmotion of UV ECE Recommendation 25 under agenda item
3 and to consider agenda item 11 "Legal / comrerci al aspects of trade facilitation"
at a joint session of GE.1 and GE 2. The report of the joint session shall be
annexed to the reports of the fifty-fourth sessions of GE. 1 and CE 2.

7. The Chair opened the session by noting its inmportance and, in particular,
the inportance of finalizing the re-engineering process by approving

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234 (Recommendati ons for the Establishment of CEFACT). He noted
that the time spent on devel opi ng and finalizing TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234 had del ayed
work on a nunber of other urgent issues such as developing a future strategy for
UN EDI FACT and putting the work of GE. 1 in context with regard to electronic
commerce, the Internet, and other infornation technol ogy devel opments. Sone of

t hese subjects had been discussed at the JRT in Helsinki the previous week which
was attended by over 250 participants from28 countries. Those di scussions, at
the JRT, had made clear that there was a need to address these inportant subjects
in a cohesive nmanner.

Item 2 - Technical issues and reports from UN EDI FACT standi ng techni cal groups

Docurnent s:

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1223 Response to the French Position Contained i n Annex
to TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 80

- TRADE WP. 4/ R 1237 Interacti ve Message Design Quidelines

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1238 I ssues Arising fromthe 17th Meeting of the SDG at
Concord, 22-26 April 1996

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1240 Synt ax Devel opnent Group (SDG, Executive Summary,
Meeting 17, Concord, 22-26 April 1996

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1241 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 1, Syntax Rules Common to
Al Parts of this Standard plus the Drectories

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1242 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 2 - Syntax Rules Specific
to Batch ED

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1243 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 3 - Syntax Rules Specific
to Interactive ED

- TRADE WP. 4/ R 1245 UN ED FACT Syntax, Part 5 - Security Rules for

Batch EDI (Authenticity, Integrity and Non-
Repudi ation of Cigin)

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1246 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 6 - Secure Authentication
and Acknow edgenent Message (Message Type = AUTACK)
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- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1248 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 8 - Associated Data in
UN EDI FACT Data Exchange
- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1250 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 4 - Syntax and Service
Report Message for Batch ED (Message Type =

CONTRL)

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1250/ Corr. 1 UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 4 - Syntax and Service
Report Message for Batch ED (Message Type =
CONTRL), Corrigendum

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1251 Draft UV ED FACT Syntax, Part 7 - Security Rul es
for Batch ED (Confidentiality)

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1252 Draft UNV ED FACT Syntax, Part 9 - Security Key and
Certificate Managenent Message (Message Type =
KEYMAN)

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 96 UN EDI FACT Rul es for Presentation of Standardized
Message and Directories Docunentation

- TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 97 Ad Hoc Goup 1 - UNVED FACT - Research, Strategy
and | npl enentation Pl anni ng

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 104 Revi sed UN EDI FACT Directory Version/ Rel ease
Pr ocedur es

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 105 German position on TRADE WP. 4/ R 1245 and

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1246, (Syntax Version 4 - Parts 5 and
6 for Security)

- TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 110 Report to GE. 1 fromthe Message Design Rul es G oup
- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 111 Pan Anerican EDI FACT Board Resol utions
- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 117 Proposed corrigenda to TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1243, Synt ax

Rul es 1 SO 9735-3, Interactive ED

SYNTAX DEVELOPMENT GROUP ( SDG)

8. The SDG Chair introduced TRADE WP. 4/ R 1240 ( Syntax Devel oprment G oup (SDG,
Executive Summary), outlining the status of each of part of version 4 of the

UN EDI FACT syntax. Rel ated documents are discussed in nore detail below He then
expl ai ned that TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1223 (Response to the French Position Contained in
Annex to TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 80) was a specific response to the very val uabl e
editorial comrents rmade by the EBES TAG which had resulted in inproved versions
of Parts 1, 2, 3 and 8 being submtted to | SO

9. He then introduced TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1238 (lssues Arising fromthe 17th Meeting
of the SDG. This docunent outlines the substantive issues that remain unresol ved
in version 4 of the UV ED FACT syntax and divides theminto two groups: those
that should be resolved within the I SO fast track process and those for

subm ssion to the Message Design Rul es Group. Conments on the issues contained in
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1238 shoul d be sent, as applicable, directly to 1SO TC 154 or
directly to the Message Design Rules Goup (MORG. Contact information is
provided at the end of this report.

REVI SION 4 OF THE UN EDI FACT SYNTAX

UN EDI FACT Syntax, Parts 1, 2, 3 and 8
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10. As approved during the March 1996 session, the followi ng parts of version 4
of the UN ED FACT syntax had been delivered to | SO Central Secretariat for fast-
track processing after final editorial changes by the SDG

- UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 1, Syntax Rules Common to Al Parts of this
Standard plus the Drectories (TRADE WP. 4/ R 1241)

- UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 2 - Syntax Rules Specific to Batch ED
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1242)

- UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 3 - Syntax Rules Specific to Interactive ED
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1243)

- UN ED FACT Syntax, Part 8 - Associated Data in UN ED FACT Data
Exchange ( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1248)

GE. 1 noted these docunents.

11. Foll owi ng concerns expressed by the Del egati on of Gernmany about printing
errors identified in parts 1 and 3 of the syntax (TRADE/ WP.4/R 1241 and

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1243), GE. 1 agreed that corrigenda be produced and forwarded to the
| SO Central Secretariat. The corrigendumfor Part 3 was al ready avail able as
TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 117.

UN EDI FACT Syntax, Parts 5 and 6

12. The Chair of the Security Goup introduced TRADE WP. 4/ R 1245 ( UN EDI FACT
Syntax, Part 5 - Security Rules for Batch ED: Authenticity, Integrity and Non-
Repudi ation of Oigin) and TRADE/ WpP. 4/ R 1246 ( UN EDI FACT Syntax, Part 6 - Secure
Aut henti cation and Acknow edgenent Message: Message Type = AUTACK). He noted that
bot h docunents had been aligned with other parts of the syntax and that a nunber
of inplenentations al ready exi sted.

13. The del egation from Gerrmany confirmed its support for approval of parts 5 &
6. However, it also asked that the two requests found i n TRADE W,. 4/ CRP. 105
(German position on TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1245 and TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1246) be considered. The
first of request was for a matrix of valid code conbinations to be placed in
annex to part 6 and the second was for the devel opnent of inplenentation guides.

14. GE. 1 approved both of these requests, noting that inplenentation guidelines
coul d be devel oped at a later date. The SDG chair al so requested advice froml| SO
as to whether the inplenentation guidelines could be referenced in the text of
the 1 SO standard so that peopl e woul d be aware of their existence.

15. The follow ng resolution was then adopted by GE.1 for reconmendation to
WP. 4:

CE. 1 resolves to progress the adoption of parts 5 and 6 of version 4 of the
syntax as foll ows:
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- The Syntax Devel opnment Group (SDG is instructed at its next neeting
(16- 20 Decenber 1996), to review any editorial comrents received on
parts 5 and 6 of the syntax (as found in TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1245 and

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1246) and to add a matrix of valid code combinations in
annex as reconmmended i n TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 105;

- The docunent produced by SDG shall then be transmitted by the WP. 4
secretariat to 1SO as an existing standard, to be processed by 1SO for
fast track procedure;

- Any substantive comments outstanding will be input to the |ISO
process.

16. The CGE. 1 chair concluded by noting the inportance of this work for secure
data transfer over networks.
UN/ EDI FACT Syntax, Parts 4, 7 and 9

17. The follow ng docunents were presented for review and comrent:

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1250 UN ED FACT Syntax, Part 4 - Syntax
and and Service Report Message for Batch ED
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1250/ Corr. 1 (Message Type = CONTRL)
- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1251 Draft UV ED FACT Syntax, Part 7 - Security Rul es
for Batch ED (Confidentiality)
- TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1252 Draft UV ED FACT Syntax, Part 9 - Security Key and
Certificate Managenent Message (Message Type =
KEYMAN)

18. After discussion, GE 1 recomrended that the SDG do a final review of these
docunents at its next neeting in Decenber 1996 taking into account any comments
they receive. The final docurments nust be submtted to the UN ECE secretariat no
later than 27 January 1997 for publication as "R' docunents for approval at the
March 1997 session. After approval they will be inmmediately submtted into the

| SO Fast track process. Comments on these documents should be send to the SDG no
later than 1 Decenber 1996.

Concl usi on: UN EDI FACT synt ax

19. The GE.1 Chair warmly thanked the SDG for their work. The | SO Central
Secretariat inforned the group that they would initiate the fast track process
for all parts of version 4 of the UV ED FACT Syntax that had been approved as
exi sting standards.

| NTERACTI VE MESSAGE DESI GN GUI DELI NES
20. Because the Chair of the I-ED group was unable to attend the neeting, the

Interactive Message Design Quidelines (TRADE WP. 4/ R 1237) was presented by the
SDG chair. He noted that the only difference fromthe previous version presented



TRADE/ WP. 4/ GE. 1/ 105
page 6

to GE 1 was a small editorial change where the first character in the fornat of
the conposite data el enent tags had been changed froman "I" to an "E".

21. GE. 1 approved the Interactive Message Design Cuidelines (TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1237)
for recomrendation to WP. 4,

AD HOC GROUP 1 (AC. 1) REPORT

22. The AC. 1 chair reported on the outcorme of their July 1996 neeting held in
Muni ch.

23. The Chair renminded GE. 1 that AC 1 was |ooking forward to greater
participation in their work. Follow ng a request by the del egate of Ireland, the
Chair confirmed that any del egation, including international organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, could nom nate nenbers to the group and
encouraged themto do so.

24.  Numerous del egations including the European Comm ssion, France and the
United States supported the work of AC. 1, and noted the inportance of putting

AC. 1's activities in the correct context, properly explained in easily

under st andabl e term nol ogy. Specific suggestions were nade including the creation
of an explanation for |aypersons of the relationship between ED and obj ect
technol ogy and the creation of exanples, based on the UNTDID, to show the
application of this work.

25. The GE. 1 Vice-Chair suggested that GE 1 al so address the issue of securing
the integration of existing and future UN ED FACT work into new technol ogi es such
as tools for the exchange of electronic forns.

26. The Chair noted that the ESG had been | ooking at these issues and was novi ng
to a consensus on howto present this work in order to further the debate on
strat egy.

27. In conclusion, GE.1 noted a commtnment fromthe ESG in cooperation with the
AC.1 Chair, to produce a strategy paper for the March 1997 session putting into
context with existing work the research and devel opnent done by AC. 1.

28. It then approved, for recomendation to WP.4, that:

- AC. 1 be the deciding party for distribution of its docunents,

- AC. 1 hold informative neetings with JRT participants at upcom ng
JRTs,

- the new name of AC.1 read "AC. 1 - Research, Strategic Advice and
I mpl ement ati on Pl anni ng. "

29. CGE 1 also accepted the issue identified in recomrendation 4 of the AC 1
report ( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 97):

"That in the event of the approval of the Re-engineering effort and the
est abl i shnent of CEFACT, that CEFACT establish, support and coordinate a
formal qual ity managenent program"
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and shall informWp,. 4 that it deserves serious consideration froma nmanagenent
point of view GE 1 thus considers the issue of quality managenment as being
closed for AC 1.

UN EDI FACT RULES FOR PRESENTATI ON OF STANDARDI ZED MESSAGE AND DI RECTORI ES
DOCUMENTATI ON AND REVI SED UN/ EDI FACT DI RECTORY VERSI OV RELEASE PROCEDURES

30. TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 96 (UN EDI FACT Rules for Presentation of Standardized Message
and Directories Docunentation) had been reviewed by the Directory Audit and

D rectory Production Teams with the secretariat during the Helsinki JRT neeting
and a nunber of changes had been agreed upon. Therefore, GE. 1 noted

TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 96 as work in progress and asked that the comments be incorporated
in a revised version. GE. 1 further thanked EDI FRANCE for maki ng an editor
available for this highly detailed and technical docunent.

31. TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 104 (Revi sed UN EDI FACT Directory Version/ Rel ease Procedures)
had al so been di scussed during the Hel sinki JRT, but no consensus had been
reached. Therefore, GE. 1 noted TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 104. It al so requested the
Rapporteurs to revi ew TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 104 in their regions and to work for a
consensus so that an agreed paper could be put to the March 1997 session.

MESSAGE DESI GN RULES

32. The Chair of the Message Design Quidelines Goup (M)XGE5 presented the
group's report to GE 1 (TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 110). The group will neet in Cctober 1996
to review final comments and to prepare the final version of

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 840/ Rev. 3. Various presentations of the draft version had been nade
and the conments received as a result had been supportive.

33. GE.1 approved, for recomendation to WP.4, to change the nane of this group
from"Message Design Guidelines Goup” to “Message Design Rules G oup”.

34. The GE. 1 Chair thanked the group for its significant contribution to the
work of UN EDI FACT; appeal ed to del egations to continue supporting the group in
the conpl etion of TRADE WP. 4/ R 840/ Rev. 3 which was a critical docunent; and noted
that GE 1 was |looking forward to reviewing the final results at the March 1997
sessi on.

PAN AMERI CAN EDI FACT BOARD RESOLUTI ONS

35. The Pan Anerican Rapporteur informed GE 1 that all issues covered in
TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 111 (Pan Anerican ED FACT Board Resol utions) were handl ed at the
Hel sinki JRT. The GE. 1 chair drew attention to paragraph 4 and noted the

i nportance of encouragi ng the el ectroni c exchange of information between
secretariats. He further reported that a trial for DVRDEF and DVRSTAT nessages
woul d be hel d between interested regions during the next 6 nonths.

36. The GE. 1 chair also informed GE. 1 that the Rapporteurs had agreed, due to
the inportance of expedited processing of the work on these nessages, that they
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woul d be presented as a conpl ete package for the automati on of the DVR process
after the trial period.

37. CGE 1 was also inforned that the JRT in Helsinki had passed a resol ution

requesting the ESGto instruct the SDGto devel op a syntactical solution to
segnent col lision and that the ESG shortly woul d be review ng this request.

Item 3 - UN EDI FACT policy and pronotion

UN ECE RECOMVENDATI ON NUMBER 25

38. The Austrian del egation introduced this topic by reporting on di scussi ons by
the JRT Pronotion and Advi sory Team (PAT) on how Recommendation 25 (Use of UN

El ectronic Data | nterchange for Adm nistration, Commerce and Transport) coul d be
nore effectively used. In particular they believed it would be useful for GE 1 to
consider sending a letter to appropriate national governnent officials asking how
they intended to act upon this Recomrendation. The PAT further recommended t hat
CGE. 1 consider sending this Recomrendation to ECOSOC for approval as a UN
Recommendati on (as had been done previously with Recomrendation 1 on the UN
Layout Key).

39. After discussion, GE.1 agreed to consider sending such a letter to officials
nom nat ed by national del egations, but only after the establishnment of CEFACT, as
it was believed that this would be a nore powerful pronotional tool. In doing
this, GE.1 also noted the inmportance of recognition by national governnents of
UN/ EDI FACT as this was believed to be one of the nost effective ways to pronote
its use.

40. GE. 1 further decided to Recommend to WP. 4 that Reconmendati on 25 be
submtted to ECOSOC for approval as a UN Recommendati on. The secretari at
undertook to investigate the necessary steps for doing so and to report back to
t he next session.

Iltem4 - Reports from UN EDI FACT Steering Group and UN EDI FACT Rapporteurs

Docurnent s:

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 98 The Chair's Report on the Activities of the ESG

- TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 94 Recent Devel oprments in UN ED FACT: Regi onal Reports

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 114 Recent Regi onal Devel opnents: Col onbi a

- TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 118 Recent Progress of Trade Facilitation and UN ED FACT in
the Central and Eastern European Countries

REG ONAL EDI FACT RAPPORTEURS REPORTS

41. The Chair introduced the ED FACT Rapporteurs' Regional Reports on Recent
Devel opnents in UN EDI FACT ( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 94) as wel | as Reports on Recent
Devel opnents in Colonbia, in the Central and Eastern European Countries and in
Hungary ( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 114, TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 118 and TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 121). Al of
t hese docunents were for information. The ED FACT Rapporteurs and del egati ons
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then highlighted various aspects of these report as well as additional
devel opnent s.

42. The Rapporteur for Asia called attention to the approval of the Islamc
Republic of Iran as a menber of the Asia EDI FACT Board in June 1996 and

I ndonesia's plans to submt a fornmal application for menbership at the Cctober
1996 ASEB neeting in New Del hi. He also noted that with rapidly increasing trade
volumes in the region trade procedures, whether el ectronic or paper based, had
becorme an increasingly inportant issue.

43. The del egation fromKorea reported that in their country, ED use first
began in 1994 and they were now nore than 6000 traders using ED, a nunber
expected to increase to 20,000 by the end of 1996. A significant proportion of
Korean Trade was now based on EDI and an overwhelmng majority of ED in Korea
was UN EDI FACT. In addition, a nunber of inportant new systens based on

UN EDI FACT were under devel oprment, for exanple in governnent procurerent and in
banki ng.

44. The Rapporteur for Western Europe reported that their new structure, the
"European Board for EDI Standardi zation" (EBES) had been in place for just over a
year now. The role of EBES was to coordinate all ED activities in 18 countries,
a consi derabl e task invol ving work with many standards organi zati ons i n Europe
(i.e., CEN CENELAC, ETSI and EWXS). He further reported that during the |ast
year he had been both the ED FACT Rapporteur for \Western Europe and the Chair of
EBES but that he had recently offered his resignation as Chair of EBES in order
to be abler to give nore tine to UN ED FACT.

45. The Rapporteur for Wstern Europe continued, reporting that during a recent
Eur opean Uni on coordi nating neeting unani nous support had been given to
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234 and to the UN EDI FACT ED st andard.

46. The Rapporteur for Australia/ New Zeal and noted that their Board had been
reconstituted as explained in TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 94 and cal | ed del egations attention
to inportant devel opnents in the trade and transport sectors highlighted in that
sanme document. He also informed GE. 1 that the Australian government recently

i ssued a policy paper re-stating its endorsenent of UN ED FACT and he undert ook
to nmake this policy paper available to the March 1997 session.

47. The delegation of the United States reported that Federal Information
Processing Standard (FIPS) 161-2 strongly encouragi ng the use of UV ED FACT in
gover nnent procurenent had recently been approved.

48. | ATA informed GE. 1 that it had an Internet VWrld Wde Wb page reporting on
| ATA'S UN EDI FACT use at the followi ng address: http//www iata.org/ia/edi home. ht m

49. CE. 1 noted document TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 94 (Recent devel opnents in UN EDI FACT:
regi onal reports), TRADE/ WP.4/CRP. 114 (Recent Regi onal Devel opnents: Col onbi a),
TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 118 (Recent Progress of Trade Facilitation and UN EDI FACT in the
Central and Eastern European Countries) and TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 121 ( EDI FACT Report
from Hungary) which the Regi onal EDI FACT Rapporteurs had submitted for

i nformati on.



TRADE/ WP. 4/ GE. 1/ 105
page 10

REPORT FROM THE CHAI RVAN OF THE EDI FACT STEERI NG GROUP ( ESG

50. The Chair of the ED FACT Steering Goup (ESG introduced his report to CGE 1
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 98), noting that the section on the D 96B UN EDI FACT directory
woul d be covered under agenda item5 and the section on the | SO MU woul d be
covered under agenda item 6.

51. The ESG group on Duplicate Functionality had made its final report on the
NAD- PNA/ ADR i ssue during the Hel sinki JRT and their recomrendati on was that no
restrictions be placed on the use of these three segments. This reconmmrendation
had been accepted by the JRT and its Steering Conmittee, thus closing this issue.
However, the JRT Steering Conmittee felt that the nore general issues related to
duplicate or overlapping functionality required consideration and that gui dance
to users was needed. In response to these concerns the G-oup on Duplicate
Functionality had been asked by the ESGto continue its work and report on this

i ssue at the next JRT.

52. The Rapporteur for Wstern Europe noted that in the Report, the word
"gui del i nes" were used, when what was really meant was "gui dance" and the ESG
Chair agreed with this assessnent.

53. The ESG Chair al so noted that they were continuing work on the 10th
anni versary of UN EDI FACT under the | eadership of M. C Chiaranonti (France).

54, GE. 1 noted TRADE/WP. 4/ CRP. 98 (The Report fromthe Chair of the ESGto GE 1).

RETI REMENT OF THE PAEB RAPPORTEUR
55. GE.1 noted that this would be the last session for M. R Colcher (Brazil) as

t he PAEB Rapporteur and thanked himfor his contributions as a Rapporteur to the
ESG and the work on UN ED FACT.

Iltem5 - UN EDI FACT Directories and nessage types subnmtted as Status O

Docurnent s:

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1184/ Corr. 2 Message Type Submitted as Status O For
I nformati on, Specification Message (QSPEC)

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1228 UN EDI FACT Draft Drectory D 96B

TRADE WP. 4/ R 1230 I ssues Arising fromthe D . 96B Directory Audit

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1239 Status O Message Summary for Messages Noted as
Status O During the March 1996 Session of GE 1

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1239/ Corr. 1 Status O Message Summary for Messages Noted as
Status O During the March 1996 Session of GE 1,
Corri gendum

TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 115 Status 0 Message Sunmary for Messages Noted to

be Noted as Status 0 at the Septenber 1996
Session of CGE 1
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D. 96B UN EDI FACT DI RECTORY

56. The Directory Audit Team (DAT) Chair referred to the audit statenent in the
UN ED FACT Directory D 96B ( TRADE/ Wp. 4/ R 1228) and recommended that the directory
be approved.

57. The Chair of GE. 1 reported that follow ng issues raised in the DAT report
and concerns expressed by some users regarding the process followed in the
finalization of the draft directory, the ESG had reviewed the situation in
respect to the D.96B directory. After consultation with the DAT, the co-chairs of
JTAG and affected users, the ESG was satisfied with the actions taken to
finalize the directory for subnission and approval. Further, having noted that
the changes in question satisfied the i medi ate needs of the user base, the ESG
was recomrendi ng that the D.96B directory be approved.

58. The ESG had, however, noted the point about possible anbiguity and had
accepted an offer by the Australia/New Zealand region to wite a paper on this
issue for regional review prior to the next JRT. In addition, they had taken the
actions described under agenda item4, requesting that the ESG G oup on Duplicate
Functional ity review the nmore general issues related to duplicate or overl appi ng
functionality in order to provide gui dance to users.

59. GE.1 approved, for recomendation to WP.4, the D.96B directory.

60. The delegate fromltaly asked for clarification on the inplenmentation of the
March 1996 decision to abolish Status 1 and 2 messages in the directory, given
that TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 96 (the draft of TRADE/ WP.4/R 1023/ Rev. 3, UN ED FACT Rul es
for Presentation of Standardi zed Message and Directories Docunentation) only had
been noted by CE 1.

61. After consultation, the GE.1 Chair confirned that the D 97A directory shall
be published inpl ementing the decision on status. Therefore, GE. 1 requested that
t he docunment TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1023 be revised by its editor, M. M Conroy (France),
taking into account the conments provided at the Hel sinki JRT and be forwarded to
the secretariat for review by DAT and i nmpl ementation. The version/rel ease shall
remain as it is and, as noted under agenda item 2, docunent TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 104
(Revi sed UN EDI FACT Directory Version/ Rel ease Procedures) shall be reviewed by
the regions before a final paper is produced.

| SSUES ARI SI NG FROM THE D. 96B DI RECTORY AUDI T

62. The DAT Chair then informed GE 1 that issues arising fromthe D 96B
Drectory Audit were reported in docurment TRADE/ Wp. 4/ R 1230. The first issue,
review of the UV ED FACT Rules for Presentation of Standardized Messages and

D rectories Docunentation, had been covered under agenda item 2. The second

i ssue, code values for the D RDEF message, had been resol ved via DVMRs submitted
by the secretariat and approved at the Hel sinki JRT. The secretariat then
confirmed that these code val ues woul d be inplermented in the D 97A directory.
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63. The del egation of France expressed concern about the third i ssue on
principles related to the devel opment of the I-ED directories as described in
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1230.

64. The DAT Chair then reported that this issue had been further discussed with
the I-ED group and JTAGin Helsinki and it had been agreed that common
directories for batch and interactive data el ements and codes shoul d be

mai nt ai ned. However, this would require nore careful nanagerment of the

mai nt enance of common data el ements. A nunber of reconmendations to ensure this
managenent had been made in the formof a resolution that had been approved at
the Hel sinki JRT. These recommendati ons could be inplemented with tine, however,
as a first step in this direction, DAT requested the authorization to add a new
identifier in the data element directory as an essential first step in

establ i shing effective control over common data el enents.

65. GE. 1 noted TRADE/WP. 4/ R 1230 (Issues Arising fromthe D.96B Directory Audit)
and agreed to reconmend to WP. 4 that DAT, DPT and the secretariat coordinate
their efforts so as to introduce the new identifier for data elenents in the
publication of the D.97A directory.

STATUS 0 MESSAGES

66. A nunber of del egations pointed out that the issue of whether there shoul d
continue to be Status O nmessages (or if they should be called sonething el se) and
the procedures for their processing was under review

67. The del egation of the United Kingdominformed GE. 1 of JTAG s di scussions on
Status O nessage processing during the Helsinki JRT and their request that any
review of the Status 0 publication process be done in consultation with them
This was supported by the Rapporteur for \estern Europe.

CGE. 1 then noted the follow ng docunents:

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1184/ Corr . 2 Message Type submitted as Status 0 For
i nformati on Specification Message (Q.SPEC),
Corri gendum

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1239 and Status 0 Message Sunmary for Messages

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1239/ Corr. 1 Noted as Status O During the March 1996 Sessi on
of GE. 1

CE.1 further noted for Status 0O the Medical adverse drug reaction nessage
(MEDADR) as described in TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 115 (Status 0 Message Summary for
Messages to be Noted as Status O at the Septenber 1996 Session of GE. 1).

Agenda Item 6 - International Standardi zation Affecting Trade |nterchange
Docunent s:

TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 99 The Standards Liai son Rapporteur's Executive Sunmmary
TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 100 Report on the Basic Semantic Repository (BSR) Project by

the Chai rman of the BSR Managenent Committee
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 106 St andards Li ai son Meeting Report
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STANDARDS LI Al SON RAPPCRTEUR S REPCRT

68. The Standards Liai son Rapporteur introduced his Executive Summary Report

( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 99) and Meeting Report (TRADE/ Wp. 4/ CRP. 106). He al so reported
that during the Standard Liaison Teans' (SLT's) neeting at the Hel sinki JRT they
had reviewed the DS ball ot version of the revised "Qoen-ED Reference Mdel" and
found it to be much inproved. However, the SLT had al so found inconsistencies in
the text which had not been nodified to reflect the addition of the |1AeG (Inter
Agency edi Group) diagram Since the next JTCL/ SC30 neeting to discuss this
docurent woul d be before the March 1997 session, the Standards Liai son Rapporteur
requested permission for the SLT teamto devel op detail ed comrents (using its
Internet list server) for subm ssion on the part of W 4.

69. CGE 1 agreed to reconmmend to WP. 4 that the SLT be allowed to subnit detail ed
conments on inconsistencies in the DS ballot version of the revised "Open-ED

Ref erence Model ," to JTCL/SC30 in its name, providing copies of those comments to
both the secretariat and the GE.1 Chair of GE.1 as per the SLT's termnms of

ref erence.

70. During the Helsinki JRT the SLT had al so reviewed an |1 SO fast track Data
Drectories Standard and first reactions were very positive.

71. The Standards Liaison Rapporteur went on to note that SCl4 had expressed an
interest in the work of, and had made comments to the Message Design Rules G oup
(MRG. This had resulted in plans for fornmal |iaison between these groups. A
neeting between SC14 and the BSR Managenent Committee had al so taken place
resulting in a useful exchange of views on BSR docunents.

72. CGE.1 then noted the Standards Liaison Rapporteur Executive Sunmary Report
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 99) and Meeting Report (TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 106) .

| SO MoU

73. The GE. 1 Chairnman introduced the topic of the MoUwith 1SO noting that the
ESGin its report (TRADE WpP.4/CRP.98), had recommended that it be renewed, and
for a longer time than the original two year period given the establishnent of a
joint syntax group and other areas of common interest.

74. The proposal to renew the | SO MU was wi del y supported by del egati ons and
the del egation fromthe 1SOindicated its desire also to renew the MU and to set
a meeting at the earliest possible date in order to discuss this.

75. In conclusion, CGE. 1 agreed to reconmend to WP. 4 that the MoU with | SO be
renewed for a longer period that the original two years. It should take into
consi deration the new CEFACT structure.

THE BASI C SEMANTI C REPCSI TORY ( BSR)

76. The Chairman of the BSR Managerment Conmittee reported progress nade,
i ncluding a successful meeting with JTCL SCl4/ W3 where a conmon ground bet ween
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the BSR rul es docunent (BSRN101) and the work of SCl14 had been found and SCl4 had
been asked to submit their conments to BSRNLOL.

77. He also reported to GE.1 on the issue of free access (i.e. trade rights and
copyright) where no agreenent had yet been reached by the nanagenent committee.
Based on the project teamnmenbers all being volunteers and the | T systembeing a
donation in kind, the ECE nmenbers of the BSR managenent committee did not believe
that a fee for use of the BSR could be justified, but this was not a point of

vi ew shared by all.

78. A nunber of delegations indicated their support for the BSR project, the

del egation from Japan reporting that a BSR commttee had been established by the
Japan standards organi zation in order to contribute to the work, particularly in
its multi-cultural and rulti-lingual aspects. A desire was al so expressed by
several delegations to have the work on the BSR put into context with the work of
AC. 1 and data nodel | i ng.

79. After further discussion, GE. 1 decided to recommend to WP.4 that it confirm
its support for free access to BSUs.

Agenda Item 7 - Codes and policy related to codes

80. There were no docunents, and no discussion, under this agenda item during
this session of the neeting.

Agenda Item 8 - International Trade Transacti on Mde
Docunent s:
TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 103 Report of the Steering Goup for the International Trade

Transaction (1 TT) Model

81. The Convenor of the Steering Goup for the International Trade Transaction
Model provided a progress report on their work (TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP.103). In this
report he highlighted the work programme found in annex I, with its four main
areas: 1) the devel opnent of nodel ling methods and anal ytical tools; 2) the
devel opnent of |ITT nodels; 3) the devel opment of |ITT nodel ling infrastructures
and cooperation with international organizations; and 4) Inplenmentation of |TT
nodel ling results.

82. The GE.1 Vice Chair and Chair both congratul ated the Convenor and the ITT
group for the work done and called the attention of GE.1 to this work and its
inportance for GE. 1's activities. The GE 1 Chair further enphasized the need to
adopt a common nodel | i ng approach and encourage a cross fertilization of ideas
and work between the ITT Goup, AC 1 and BI M

83. CE. 1 then noted the Report of the Steering Goup for the International Trade
Transaction (I TT) Mdel (TRADE Wp. 4/ CRP. 103).
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Item9 - Miltilingualismin UN ED FACT
Docunent s
TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 101 Report fromthe Convenor of the Miltilingualism and

Term nol ogy Group for Septenber 1996

84. The Convenor of the Multilingualismand Term nol ogy (M.T) G oup presented
his report (TRADE WP. 4/ CRP.101) which was a background docurent describing the
linguistic diversity of the world as shown in Annex A which lists, by country,
the official |anguages and | anguages used by nore than 3% of the popul ation.

Previous work of the M.T had identified target |anguages requiring major work.
However, as Rapporteur his principal notivation had al ways been to pronote the
use of EDI by Snmall and Medium Size Enterprises (SME s) in their own | anguage.

85. The Convenor al so reported his resignation as of 1 Qctober 1996 in order to
al l ow an eventual re-focusing of the M.T activities inline with the priorities
of CEFACT. He thanked all of the M.T group menbers for their val uable
contributions to the task at hand.

86. Del egations expressed their concern about the possible msinterpretation of
the table in the Annex to TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 111.

87. Many del egations nade statements in support of multilingualismand requested
that the MLT group investigate and report on practical action in this area.

88. The del egations fromAustria and France al so enphasi zed the issue of

i nproving the quality of the termnology used in the source | anguage in order
that the translation into target |anguages, being resource intensive, can be done
effectively. They further enphasized the contribution of such work to inproving
the overall quality of the source | anguage standards/docunents.

89. This position was supported the del egation fromthe UK who asked the M.T
group to review the new Message Design Rules and nmake comments to the Message
Design Rules group as to how they mght be inproved in order to inprove the
term nol ogy and | anguage used i n UN EDI FACT.

90. The GE. 1 Chair thanked the M. Y. Lauzon (Canada) for his contributions as

Rapporteur and as Convenor of the Miltilingualismand Terninology Goup and GE 1
not ed TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 111.

Item 10 - Re-engi neering: Reconmendations for the Establishnment of CEFACT

Docunent s:
TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234 Recommendati ons for the Establishnment of CEFACT

91. The Chair introduced the Recommendati ons for the Establishment of CEFACT
( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1234), by sunmari zing the devel opnents to date and noting that it
was his intention to have GE 1 discuss those issues related to CEFACT that are
specific to GE. 1's work, such as enpowerment of the JRT. He went on to inform
GE. 1 that during initial discussions by the ESG on enpowernent they had deci ded
it would be better to | ook at high I evel rather than detail ed, specialized
mandates (for exanple, enpowering a group to Miintain and Devel op UV ED FACT
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directories rather than enpowering individual message devel opnent groups). No
final decisions had been nade, however, proposals would have to be devel oped
during the com ng months for consideration at the March 1997 session and the
April 1997 JRT.

92. The del egation fromAustria noted that enpowerment of the JRT was too
detailed a topic to discuss in nore than general terns during the GE. 1 session
and asked if there was a group to whom coments could be sent. The Chair replied
that comments on enpowernent of the JRT could be sent to the ESG

93. The delegation fromthe United States expressed concern as to how the

Wrki ng Groups woul d be represented in the Steering Goup and al so noted their
position that terns of reference for both the Plenary and the Steering G oup were
necessary before any Wrking Goups coul d be nandat ed.

94. The Chair agreed with the last point and al so confirmed that it was
essential for Pernmanent Working Groups to be represented in the Steering G oup.
However, until the nunber of Wrking Goups is known, it will be difficult to
agree on a general procedure for their representation. He then suggested that the
"Centre" should revert to this issue once it had been established and the

Per manent Wrki ng G-oups had been nandat ed.

95. The delegation fromFrance drew GE.1's attention to the possibility stated
in 884 of TRADE/ WP.4/R 1234 for the Chair of any pernanent Wrking Goup to
attend Steering Goup neeting in a Consultative capacity on the request of the
Chair of the Steering Goup. Caution was expressed as to the eventual size of the
Steering Goup, given its managerment rather than "parlianentary" function.

96. The delegation fromthe United K ngdom shared the concerns of the US
del egation and said that the issue of representation in the Steering Goup should
be given high priority.

97. The delegation fromltaly referred to 864 (on voting) of TRADE WP.4/R 1234
and suggested that if a vote was taken the Plenary should be notified.

98. In response to an earlier question fromthe Austrian del egation, the Chair
expl ained the collective role of the officers of the "Centre". Together, they
have responsibility for the Centre's managenent and its work progranmme. However,
it would be both too rmuch work and too great a concentration of duties if the
Chair of the Plenary were also the Chair of the Steering Goup. Thus, it had been
proposed that a Vice-chair be the Chair of the Steering Goup. In his opinion,
this did not constitute an additional organizational |evel within "the Centre."
Chairing the Steering Goup fulfilled the responsibility of CEFACT's Oficers to
"oversee the effective inplementation of the Centre's agreed work programme" and
nost organi zati ons have either a Bureau or sinmlar group, consisting of its
officers, who are responsible for nmanagenent.

99. The Chair concluded by noting that while he believed the upper levels of the
CEFACT structure to be correct and effective, at the | evel of existing "Wrking
G oups", such as the JRT, the issue of migration was critical. Change shoul d not
be nade wi thout careful consideration, taking into account the successful and

i nportant contributions nmade by existing structures. For exanple, no decisions
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shoul d be taken without consideration as to their effects on the Regi onal ED FACT
Boards that currently enploy 8 or 9 people in full-time support of UNED FACT
activities.

100. The del egation fromlreland noted the need for transparency in the nigration
process and expressed a hope that existing structures would remain in place until
a mgration strategy could be agreed upon by all parties.

101. The del egation fromthe European Comm ssion fully supported this statenent
and further enphasized the need to involve all those participating in the
UN EDI FACT process in the devel opment of the new structures and organi zati on.

102. The need to keep existing structures in place until the new ones were ready
was repeated and, in conclusion, GE. 1 agreed to recommend to WP. 4 that current
structures stay in place until a full mgration strategy and new structures had
been agreed upon and enact ed.

Item 11 - Legal /Conmercial aspects of trade facilitation
Docunent s:
TRADE WP. 4/ CRP. 102 Report fromthe Legal Rapporteurs

103. The discussion of this agenda itemwas deferred to a joint session of GE 1
and GE.2 on the | egal and commercial aspects of trade facilitation held during
the nmorning of 19 Septenber 1996. The report of the joint session can be found in
Annex A to this report.

ltem 12 - O her Busi ness

Docunent s:

TRADE WP. 4/ R 1222 El ectronic Data I nterchange - A Managenent
Qvervi ew

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1226 EDl and UN ED FACT - A Technical Overview

TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1226/ Corr. 1 EDl and UN ED FACT - A Technical Overview,
Corri gendum

JO NT ECE/ ESCAP TRAI NI NG PRQJECT

104. The secretariat introduced documents TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1222 (El ectronic Data

I nt erchange - A Managenent Overview) and TRADE WP. 4/ R 1226 (ED and UN ED FACT -
A Technical Overview). It noted that these docunents had been devel oped within
the context of joint work on the pronotion of UN ED FACT bei ng undertaken by the
ECE and ESCAP secretariats in countries having dual ECE ESCAP nenbership and, in
particular, S countries.

105. During the Hel sinki JRT, naintenance of the Techni cal Overview

( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1226 which is actually an el ectroni c book) had been di scussed by a
joint neeting between the secretariats and the Pronotion Advisory Team |t had
been deci ded that the ECE secretariat would act as a central point for collecting
comments and that these would then be reviewed twi ce a year during the JRTs.

Fi nal recomrendations for changes conmi ng out of the JRTs woul d be forwarded from
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the ECE secretariat to ESCAP who had the software and personnel available for the
actual updati ng.

106. It was noted that the Managenent Overview woul d al so need updating and

mai ntenance, in particular, part 6 with country information. The Australian

del egation offered to supply the secretariat with information about devel opnents
intheir country for the next update and it was suggested that information about
APEC initiatives al so be included.

107. Numerous del egations noted the inportance and interest of these docunents.
108. GE.1 then noted TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1222 (El ectronic Data Interchange - A
Managenment Overview) and TRADE/ WP. 4/ R. 1226 (EDI and UN EDI FACT - A Techni cal
Overvi ew) and encouraged the secretariat in their efforts to nmaintain and pronpote
t hem

DEADLI NES AND MEETI NG DATES

109. The secretariat then informed del egates of the foll owing WP. 4 neeting dates
and deadl i nes for docunent subm ssion:

Deadl i nes
Week begi nni ng Transl ati on | ssuance as "R' Docunent
Monday, 17 Narch 1997 16 Decenber 1996 27 January 1997
Monday, 15 Septenber 1997 16 June 1997 28 July 1997

110. The following meeting dates for the WP.4 Meeting of Experts on Data E enents
and Autonatic Data | nterchange (CGE 1) were approved:

55th Session - 17-18 March 1997
56th Session - 15-16 Septenber 1997

111. GE. 1 recomended to WP.4 to confirmthe followi ng neeting dates:

Joi nt Rapporteurs Team Meeti ng

21-25 April 1997, Singapore
- 29 Septenber - 3 Cctober 1997,
Anaheim California (close to

Los Angel es)
Ad hoc Goup 1 - 18-22 Nov. 1996, Concord
- 23-24 April 1997, Singapore
St andards Li ai son Team - April 1997 JRT
- Sept./Cct. 1997 JRT
EDl FACT Steering G oup - 9 and 11-13 Decenber 1996,
Geneva
| SO 7372 Mai nt enance Agency - To be agreed
MDR G oup, Draft & Edit Team - 21-25 Cct. 1996, Hong Kong
- April 1996 JRT, Singapore
Synt ax Devel opnent G oup - 16-20

Dec. 1996, Dublin
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Legal Rapporteurs Team G oup - April 1997 JRT
- Sept./Cct. 1997 JRT
D rectory Production Team - 18-22 Nov. 1996, Geneva
Drectory Audit Team - 9-13 Dec. 1996, GCeneva
BSR MC Meeti ng - 16 Decenber 1996, Ceneva

CONTACT | NFORMATI ON

112. Contact information for submssion of cooments, as requested in the above
m nut es:

Comrents on substantive issues related to Parts 1, 2, 3, 5 6 and 8 of the
UN EDI FACT syntax, version 4 (TRADE WP. 4/ R 1241, TRADE WP. 4/ R 1242,

TRADE WP. 4/ R 1243, TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1245, TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1246, TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1248
and TRADE/ WpP. 4/ CRP. 117), whi ch have been approved by GE 1/WP. 4 as existing
standards for subm ssion to I SO for fast-track processing should be sent to:

Dr. Wnfried Hennig

DI N NBi

D- 10772 Berlin

Ger many

Tel ephone: 49 30 2601 2305

Tel ef ax: 49 30 2601 1158
Internet: dal | rann@kt . di n. de

Comments on Parts 4, 7 and 9 of the UN ED FACT syntax, version 4

( TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1250, TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1250/ Corr. 1, TRADE/ WP.4/R 1251 and
TRADE WP. 4/ R 1252) which are still drafts and will be finalized by SDG for
approval at the March 1997 session should be sent no later than 1 Decenber
1996 to the SDG at:

| NTERNET server address: sdg-comment s@r enenos. com
Comrents on the Message Design Rul es should be sent to:

M. Mchael Conroy, EDI FRANCE

¢/ o MDG G oup

DESCO

32 Rue de Lisbonne BP 631

75367 Paris CEDEX 08

Fax 33 1 44 95 36 98

Internet: descoll@al vanet.cal vacomfr
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Comrents on | egislative needs, requirenments and current practice should be
sent to one of the two foll owi ng addresses:

Ms. Anne Troye

Comm ssion for the European Communities
DG I11/F6 NLO5/5-48

200, Rue de la Loi

B- 1049 Brussel s

Bel gi um

Fax: 32 2 296 8387

Internet: anne.troye@g3. cec. be

M. Renaud Sori eul

Legal Oficer, UW QA I TLB

Secretary UNCI TRAL Working G oup on EDI
Vienna International Centre

Room E- 0465

A- Vi enna 1400

Austria

Fax: 43 21345 4071

Internet: rsorieul @nor.un. or. at

Comrents on enpower nent of the JRT for consideration by the ESG (conments
for consideration at the Decenber 1996 ESG meeting nust be received by 1
Decenber 1996) as well as conmments on TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1222 (El ectronic Data

I nterchange - A Managenent Overview) and TRADE WP. 4/ R 1226 (ED and

UN EDI FACT - A Technical Overview), should be sent to:

Ms. Virginia Cram Martos

Trade Facilitation Section

UN ECE Trade D vi sion

Pal ai s des Nations, Rm 450

1211 CGeneva 10

Swi t zerl and

Fax: 41 22 917 0037

Internet: virginia.crammartos@inece. org

Comrents for consideration by the Bureau and on other subjects, should be
sent to:

M. Hans Hansel |

Trade Facilitation Section

UN ECE Trade D vi si on

Pal ai s des Nations, Rm 442

1211 Geneva 10

Swi tzerl and

Fax: 41 22 917 0037

I nternet: hans. hansel | @nece. org
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OTHER | NFORVATI ON

113. For constantly updated information on Trade Facilitation and UN ED FACT work
as well as docunentation for the next neeting, delegates can refer to:

The UN ECE Internet WWVTRade Facilitation Information eXchange (TRAFI X
ADDRESS: http://gat ekeeper. uni cc.org/unece/trade/facil/

Item 13 - Adoption of the report of the fifty-fourth session

114. The report of CGE 1 was adopted on 20 Septenber 1996 on the basis of a draft
prepared by the secretariat.
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Annex A
REPORT OF THE JO NT GE.1 AND GE. 2 SESSI ON
ON LEGAL AND COMVERCI AL ASPECTS OF TRADE FACI LI TATI ON
(19 Septenmber 1996)

Docurnent s:
TRADE/ WP. 4/ CRP. 102 Legal Rapporteurs Report

1. The joint session was chaired by Ms. B. CQurry, Vice-Chair of W, 4.

2. The Legal Rapporteurs, Ms. Troye and M. Sorieul, reported on activities

related to WP.4's | egal programme of work during the past six nonths. Their
report focused on the outcome of the discussions held at the meetings of the
Legal Rapporteurs Team (LRT) in Brussels (My 1996) and Hel si nki (Septenber
1996); and is summari zed bel ow

3. WP. 4 Re- Engi neering Process (Trade/ WP. 4/ R 1234): Further to the
di scussions at the Hel sinki JRT nmeeting, the Legal Rapporteurs recomrended that
the LRT shoul d remai n an aut ononous group, i.e. a permanent Wrking G oup under

CEFACT, to preserve its special function and role as a forumfor discussing a
nunber of issues of conmon interest to EDl and Trade Facilitation. At the

Hel sinki LRT Meeting, it was al so reconmended that the current LRT programme of
work be reviewed to take into account new devel opnents. At the next JRT Meeting
in Singapore, the draft ternms of reference and the draft programme of work of
the LRT woul d be drawn up.

4, Recommendati on 26 (I nterchange Agreenent): The Legal Rapporteurs

summari zed recent progress nade in the area of interchange agreenents based on
Recommendat i on 26, which included the devel opment of a nodel interchange
agreenent by Norway; the finalization by Saeden of a simlar agreenent and the
prelimnary work undertaken by Denmark with respect to the el aboration of a
generic Technical Annex. The Rapporteurs al so raised the issue of how
Recommendation 26 would fit into the wi der scope of el ectronic comrerce and
suggested that the nodel interchange agreement should be exam ned in that
perspective. They al so described the on-going nonitoring of the devel opnent of
st andard communi cati ons agreenents between users and service providers by the
Legal Rapporteurs and UNC TRAL.

5. Negoti abl e Docunents: The Legal Rapporteurs briefly outlined the four
initiatives monitored by the LRT, which included: the BOLERO schene; the | CCG
E100 project; SITPRO s proposal on the repl acement of paper-based letters of
credit; and the UNCI TRAL Mbdel Law on H ectroni c Commerce. Al though the BOLERO
scherme is a comercial project, the Legal Rapporteurs considered it necessary to
closely foll ow generic legal issues linked to the scheme which could have wi der
legal inplications, especially for ED users. The Rapporteurs al so sunmarized
the work of UNCOTRAL in this field. It was noted that UNCI TRAL had recently
adopt ed | egal provisions regarding the replacenment of paper docunents by

el ectroni c equival ents for both negotiable and non-negoti abl e transport
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docunents. As concerns the | CCEL00 project, the Legal Rapporteurs noted that
contacts had been successfully established with the 1CC, with the viewto
devel opi ng cooperation. The cooperation needs to be organized further.

6. International Trade- National Legal and Commercial Practice Barriers: The
anal ysis of the data received had proved to be a nore conpl ex task than

antici pated because of the conbination of quantitative and qualitative data. As
the prelimnary work to start this anal ysis was now conpl eted, a progress report
on quantitative data coul d be expected at the next session.

7. El ectronic Authentication- Defining el ectronic nessages and their
signatures: The Legal Rapporteurs noted that document TRADE/ WP. 4/ R 1096 had
initially focused on transport |law and its scope shoul d be broadened to include
other international conventions dealing with definitions of witings, signatures
and docunents in the field of international trade law The Legal Rapporteurs
nmentioned that an inventory of these international instrunents woul d be prepared
for discussion at the next JRT session and docunent TRADE/ WpP. 4/ R 1096 woul d be
updat ed accordingly. The UV ECE secretariat reported that several responses from
i nternational organizations to a questionnaire dealing with these issues had
been recei ved, however there was still followup to be done. The Lega
Rapporteurs also pointed to the conplexity of international treaty |aw issues

i nvol ved in review ng and re-di scussing al ready adopted internationa

conventions and noted that advice mght be needed in due course as to how the
requirenents for witings and signatures could be circunvented w thout entering
into a revision of those international conventions.

8. Cooperation with other international bodies: As mentioned above,
cooperation with ICC, especially with reference to the |GG E 100 project, needed
to be enhanced to avoid duplication and provi de each body wi th opportunities to
contribute to each other's projects. The Legal Rapporteurs reported that the
UNCI TRAL Model Law on El ectronic Comrerce had been adopted in June 1996 and was
available in its English version under: http://ww.un.or.at./uncitral. Copies
of the nodel law and its Quide to Enactnment in all official |anguages woul d be
circulated at the next session

9. G her projects: Wth reference to judicial nessages, it was noted that the
two messages for court procedures: CASINT and CASRES, had been progressed to
Status 1 at the Brazil JRT Meeting in April 1996. Joint work mght be required
inthe future to enhance both nmessages.

10. New items of work: The Legal Rapporteurs sumred up the progress nade in
new areas of work: electronic invoicing and self-billing; certification
authorities; and data protection

11. In the area of electronic invoicing and self-billing, the Lega
Rapporteurs stressed that investigation of the |egal inplications was required.
The Legal Rapporteurs pointed to the many differences which existed between
countries in particular in the area of self-billing and nentioned that barriers
linked to tax regul ations could sonetines nake the use of self-billing
procedur es i npossi bl e.
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12. C ose exam nation of the legal inplications |inked to the devel opnent and
use of certification authorities was al so considered to be necessary. The Lega
Rapporteurs noted that UNCI TRAL had carried out initial work and was currently

in the process of collecting nore information on the subject. The work of |CC

inthis areais also nmonitored by the Legal Rapporteurs Team

13. The Legal Rapporteurs al so noted the necessity to address the issue of
data protection. It was reported that national |egislation on data protection
exi sted in several countries including Taiwan, Japan and on the European |eve
through a EU Directive requiring inplenentation by 1998. It was felt that these
neasures woul d affect countries without data protection | aws since the measures
require adequate protection to be provided when transferring data. As

UN EDI FACT nessages generally carry identification data, the Legal Rapporteurs
suggested to investigate further this issue in order to provide ED users with
general gui dance.

14. The Legal Rapporteurs also briefly mentioned the TEDI C Project (Trade ED
Certification) which had been presented to the LRT at the Hel sinki JRT rneeting
as a followup to the request made by WP.4 at its previous neeting to further
examne this project. They noted the inportance of the project which should be
included in the revised programre of work and stressed that several issues, and
especially security nmatters, renained to be addressed.

15. Programme of Wirk: The Legal Rapporteurs expl ained that due to recent
devel opnents, including new projects and initiatives as well the re-engineering
process, a new programre of work should be drawn up in the light of the re-

engi neeri ng process.




